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Friday, January 1st, I960 


JOURNAL OP PHAHCOIS MKHMH 


Memorandum 


Continued cloudy and sprinkley• 

Christmas was duplicated by Mew Tears, all quiet 
and juat as I would have it. One doewn't have 
tee many of such and I’m grateful to C&d for thia holidcy 
seaaon and I hold the thought some meaaure of the same may have 
obtained in the Lyme area, 

Lota of plantation people who failed to make it 
to Yucca on Chriatmaa made up for loat time tonight, this a fternoen 
and thia morning, Aa I was quite alone, the numerous visitors 
were doubly welcome, Mext week will beao busy that I shalil 
have little time for others than out of State visitors and ao I am 
delighted to hav got I860 off to auoh a pleasant start locally, 

I was especially happy at the way last night and 1^9 59 played ou’ 


My musical stressed Feyer favorites and I somehow found 

Echo from the Italian section particularly to my frame of mind, As 

you know, * have always preferred being alone of Mew far's Eve and so 

it was.last night, I knocked off quite a lot of work and then went i » 

the musicale, after which I devoted the final two hours of the d eoade 

reverie, counting my blessing of 1969 and praising 

God for same, Then, afterthat, I resumed my musicals to get 

the MewYear going and was so pleasantly sleepy when * finally turned ; 

really slept the sleep of the just, 

I am sure the rain of last nigh\ must have made 
diriving to MewOrleus unpleasant enough for J, ^ ,, and 
I g ather theweather was little better for today's L, 8 . U» —Old 
Miss game, I had neither the inclination nor the time to tune in 
on the afternoon broadcast of the game but at 10 o'olook 
I was impressed to learn that Mid Miss had toon withouth L. S. U, ever 
aving scored a single point, I assume people 
attened a game, hoping that their side may win and, if son, there mus 
have been lots of disappointed speoatators from the Pelican State, 

I shall be hearing all about that on the morrow • 
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Sunday, January 3rd, 1960. 


Celesta, t Joe and Juanita dined with me at the big house this noon, 
immediately after which Celeste flewout for town where she remains 
a ll night for her mother on the theory that J. H. will be 
late in getting home and she is afaraid to stay by herself . Imagine. 
Joe and Juanita got off right, after dinner, too, and I told the cook 
to take the best of the day off which seemed to make her very 
happy. I like it when I can dine by myself at TUcoa when I please 
and that is just what I did tonight. 

• ' i . i > A. ' U • • •! 

I was sorry to learn tonight of the death of M argaret 
sullivan. L never saw her but almost felt as though she 
were anacquaintaince, hav ng heard Hiss Commie mention her so often wi' 
affection for she had been a Melrosian before I ever 
ventured into this region. 

I was so happy to learn today that the daughter of 
Felix Johnson and sister of Alton, the meohanieal wiaard, is 
returning to her school in Baton Rouge on Sunday. She is 
in appearance about the si n e of Zelma but has a telephone 
personality suggesting a little girl of about 15 and is the 
manipulator of a speech that would put to shame the most 
ultra refined of the fanciest finishing school pupil in 
the United States or, England. Her real name is Shirley but 

I call her "the Kitten", her mee—ow is so remarkably 
feline. By some appeal which I cannot imagine, she sets all 
the youths in the Pariah jumping and the Johnson 

telephone rings constantly, meaning that mine does, too, since 
we are on the same party line. The Kitten has a way of making 
every youth believe he is the only object of her affections 
and scads of them are bussing about constantly like bees 
around a dab of spilled sugar.I write these lines at 

II and there have been at least half a dp sen Johnson calls since 

I set hand to paper. Life is going to seem to quiet after the 
Kitten departs and a new sensation will be mine when I am again able 
to make an out-going or reoeive an in-coming call without 
encountering a series of "llee-ows... .. 


llemora ndumt 

Cold and clear with a promise of ice on the morrow. 

It has been such a quiet, peaceful week end, L must say 
I have enjoyed it fully as much and perhaps a little more than 
the entire holiday week which was pleasant enough but not 
so quiet as today has been. 

t A I 

Last night I did a little reading from Wisdom, the TaL king 
Book collection of the JIBC broadcasts and, among other points, 

I was delighted to hear Editfy Hamilton expound her appreciation of th> 
ancient tkreeks. As the recording was originally made at Bar Harbor, 
one heard the swish of the sea, sometimes almost too loud for 
clear reception of the voices but the major part of the message 
, came through clearly enough. I was especially delighted with 
* her merriment in explaining that she learned the facts of life when 
her father, forgetting she was well versed in Latin, gave her 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, forgetting about 
the juioey footnotes in L a tin. 

Sometimes early on Sunday morning L fisharound in the air waves 
until L find something that K promises a geod sermon and sometimes I 
just let the radio roc}c along without searching for anything. his 
morning I chanced to be on !IBC Atlanta and let the Saptist 
gentleman rock along, too, although I awakened more completely when 
I began to realise Just what point he lies trying to make which turned 
out to be a matter on which I had never given much thought. He went 
to considerable trouble, to explain that while most people think an 
oyster oan be no bigger than the shell in which it is encased, modern 
man has been able to create oysters perals of any siae he pleases and 
therefore, since God con outdo anything man oan do,. God can 
most certainly make pearls as big as He wants to and, therefore when 
the Bible refers to "the perarly gates", we must remember that 
God indeed oan make a gate of solid pearl, no matter how big the a/on 
gate may be and that is that. Imagine cluttering up the air waves 
with such clap trap over a first rate net work for such tomfoolery. 
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Monday, January 4th, 19 60 


wake of Mrs. Williams' death for nothing was mentionea as 
to any tfiftoward performances on the part of Beth • 

Ora said that she had given up her plans for Europe and 

Oxford this year because Ann's new house is needing lots of things • 

She said she was not disposing of studying at Oxford en¬ 
tirely, however, and thought she might undertake it next year • 

I hope she does • 

I had talked with Ann on Saturday afternoon. She said the 
Richard Pratts had 'phoned the 0 hamber of ommerce en 
Saturday morning, saying they had not heard from Hita Sutton 
and asked Ann to make reservations for them locally for 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week, requesting her 
at the same time to get in touch with me for an appointment on 
one of those three days . Ann understood that the Pratts 
have a two-fold purpose in coming into the Cane *iver country, 

4, ' • 

first, for Architect Pratt to further his work on Architecture, and 
second, Frau Partt has in mind to do a magazine article • 

t I got around to explore some more Christmas 
presents fioday and discovered I had guessed w rong as to 
the oontents of at least one package • Dolly Walmsley, as long 
as I can remember, has always had some San Antonio store send me 
a fruit oaks. This year's box, fvom the outside, looked like aL 1 the 
others but when I opened it, 1 was quite taken aback to discover 
8 or 10 different loafs of bread, seemingly all of different 
varieties • I pinched a few of them and concluded it 
would be better to await the morrow to find out what is what • Off 
hand it would appear that Emmet and ETttin are on the verge 
of having quite a picnio but perhaps further examination will 
reveal some hitch in the matter • It would seem odd writing 
a thank you * note to aokwledge receipt of several loafs of bread but 
perhaps there is really something new in the Christmas wrinkle after 
all ; s;: . » 

1 I enjoyed fhe Paul Butler appearance on Fanoe the /ration tonight 
and thought I.was going to relish the CBS round of of news for 19 59 but 
in the latter I found nothing surprisingly new or informative • 

Celeste says her mama appears brighter and more interested in 
things today and I am glad « It's a little late but I 

simply have to have a dab of eyer, especially the Intalian Echo sectio 


Memorandum : 1 

• * v 

Cloudy and cold but no sign of the ice that 
was promised since the 85 degrees threatened for last 
night slid down only to 37. I hope it does the 'same thing 
tonight • 

Celeste remained in bed today, her stomach being upset . 

I remained in the b a mboo most of the day, the influx 
of the first waves of birds having already broken down so 
many stdlks, One can imagine how things wont look when 
the full flood of the migrations arrive within a couple 
of weeks • Fortunately, today's breezes came from the east so that 
the hedges to west and north had their aroma wafted in the direction 
of the Bermuda road which the artist and her neighbors didn't 
seem to like so muoh . 

And speaking of the artist, she must be pretty hard pressed by 
her boy friend and her scoundrel mulato cronies, Marie and Peet 
Morin for the latter persuaded her to go to town today to 
apply for a loan from some finance company . What 
any of them thought she could raise without collateral, I 
wouldn't know • The artist called me from home this 
afternoon,askinj for a conference at the fence • I met her and 
she explained ijhat she wanted money but that the finance 
company couldn t let her have any unlesi she could get someone 
to sign with her and 3he expressed the hope that I would • Imagine • 

" who wants the artist to get a new car for their common use 


And so _ _ ,, ( 

and more whiskey because he prefers corn to the grape, must remain 
up a tree, I fear,I find it wonderful what the glamor of 
the mulatto coloring can exert on such a tight fisted, 
hard headed individual as the artist . Hike a ohild, 
she needs parental protection from getting into perilous 
places, financially, or would need such protection if 
she had'any money which she hasn't, what with Joe Ben Metoyer 
having sopped up all her earnings during the pst couple 
of years • The artist has had fun all along the way and it 
was probably as good an investment as could be expected under 
the circumstances but it is a pity to see her taken for 
such a ride . 
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I-ost night I heard a couple of re-broadcaats that interested 

'me mudh, —following my mild interest in the review of the 

year's news events which had held little of novelty or 

new information. From Chicago came a 2 or 3 hour discusssion 

ofmanifestations in all branches of ende a vor, including 

literature, theatre, science, design and so on, The Editor of 

the Atlantic Monthly spoke for literature. He had found no 

outstanding novels, 2$ Hied a look about Queen Elisabeth, the 1st, 

by whom I know not and the James Thnrber autobiography, Life 

with—somebody,—whose name I didn't catch, 

* 

Then I moved from Chicago to Hew Orleans 'where the Columbia 
station WWL, did one of the most interesting programs I have 
heard in a long time with a man whose name throughout eluded me, Tht 
man was the leader, I guess the founder, of the original 
Dixie Land Tass Band, and, I suppose, a negro, It was 
the Dixieland ass Band that had its inception in Hew Orleans, 
journeyed to Chicago, to Hew York and to London, 
introducing jass bands to Broadway in an 
over night success and repeating the introduction to 
Europe through the instant success the band had in London, 

Several of the original band’s records were sprinkled through 
the program, including such old stand-byes as Tiger Ragg,e tc. 

What I think perfectly-r emarkable is the fact that 
the leader and organiser o this band and every one of 
the members of which I suppose there were half a dosen New 
Orleans negroes, —not one of these members of the band, including 
<• its leader had ever had any formal musical training and not 
a single one of them could reada note, 'I doubt if 
any baitd in the world ever had such a success under such adverse 
circumstances, The old leader who now lives in Hew rleans 
and was described as being "house ridden" probably meaning bed 
ridden", mentioned that on arriving in Hew ork from 
Chicago, he found he had only a few pieces, perhaps 2 or 3, 
that were new although he had a contract for a dozen new pieces 
to be recorded for Victor, He would go to Central Park 
and listen to the band concerts a nd find enough basic melodies 
t& supply him with jazz material to create the required number ( 
of pieces, employing tunes he could not identify, such as Listz Sect 
Hungarian, Sousa’sStars and Stripes and so on, 1 It seems to me 
these two and London Bridge is Falling Down were the frame 
work for a single piece that had an enormous success. One 
always wonders to what heights some of the pdople might have travelet 
if they had had but the rudiments of musical instruction, 

I suppose the Dixieland Jazz Band was the most popular band 
in the world in the 1920’s, the rage of Edrope and America and 
what team work as one realizes not one of them could read a note• 
Lordy, Lord, what a business,,, .. 


Tuesday, January 5th, 1960, 


Memorandum j 

Still cloudy and cold and still drizzling. 

This must be the week when the usual 13 week 
programs get oanfirmed, thrown out or changed about, 
while the politicians oonfuse the air waves, too, by 
pushing off likely presentations in favor of the 
usual tiresome olaptrap, 

Governor Long announced today that he had just cast his 
absentee ballot and that Jimmy Davis received his vote, 

That, from such a source, ought to strike terror to 
anyone seeking a majority vote on Saturday but 
whether it turns out to be a "kiss of death", 
only the returns will tell. 

It appears the Davis forces must have made a deal 
for endorsement with Earl Long since, I learned on 
excellent authority at supper, that Earl had been mighty busy this 
afternoon telephoning people all around the State to vote 
of Jimmy D a vis, 

Ann called me this afternoon and said Jack would 
be too depressed for words if Davis failed in the 
election. Jack is spear-heading the Davis ticket in 
this area. Be it remembered that Jack Britton 
is a junior partner inWatson, Williams and Britton 
and, in this instance at least, is carrying out with gusto the 
instructions received from his senior partner. Cousin Arthur, %he 
latter is leaving it to Jack to beat the drum for Davis 
while Cousin Arthur himself endorses neither candidate in order 
that, if D a vis wins, he can claim his law firm's support 
of the newGovernor, whereas, if Morrison wins. Cousin Arthur 
oan point with pride to the fact j, that he, himself, 
never supported the crooner. It all sounds so political 
and so "Heads, I win, —tails you lose". 


I 
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Thanks to the inclemcy o the weather, I 
got a lot of stuff done indoors, including an attack on 
a flock of Christmas presents I hadn't gone into yet, The 
real work that I should have done on this machine never got 
touched but I am glad I made a dent in some of the trash 
that has been been gathering too long, 

I even did a little reading between supper and 
news time and 1 liked what I^read, —an interview with 
Lord Russell. It seems remarkable, in a way, although 
quite understandable, that a wan now living, brought up 
by his grandfather, should be able to point out that 
that grandfather had been born during the French Revolution 
and, after having been a member of Parlement while Oapoleon was 
on the throne, had visited onaparte while the latter was at Elba,, 
Somehow it all seemed to carry me b a ck to my old friend, Ro ert Bacon 
of Church Hill who for years had been a neighbor of William Johnson 
who, as a University of irg n a sturferi:, usrd e_ <// • 
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Memorandum', 

.Chilly and drissley,, 

J/ you have already glanced at^the enclosure, you 
will agree with me, I'm sure, thatacknoledgements can 
be brief, this one achieves some sort of a record, 

. * 

27ia Rocket called this afternoon from Natchitoches, 

She said her Aunt,Hortense and a load of furniture were 

traveling with her to 5 11 St, Ann and that she expected to 

be in theCrescent City for a week. She said she and 

her brother had decided to retain the Marsall house for a while 

at least and that there had been a mutual satisfactory division 

of the property. She said that she thought the 

movie, —"one or the other", —and I know not what that 

means, was scheduled for release on the 26th and the 

28th, I guess the call was made 

around 3 and it was explained that as they were trying to 
reach Hew Orleans tonight, they would not be able to pass this 
way. That I could understand, —October, November, 

December and January, as it were. 

Celeste is spending the next three nights in town with her 
mama She„said she might come down during^the day, but 
she wasn't certain on that point, what with various 
social demands to be taken care of in town, 

I suppose I am pretty much alone on 
the plantation so far as the garden section is con¬ 
cerned for J, H, left early this morning for New Orleans, 
Atlanta and Birmingham, He is chairman of the 
Market Board of Louisiana a »»d this trip appears to be a flying 
junket to Goergia and Alabama to see what they have 
done with oity markets before the Lsuisiana 
board 0 • K,’s the somewhat extensive plans mads 
for a new market in the Cresoent City, I 

hasten to say that I am glad that although there is to be a 
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Thursday, January 7th, 2960 


Memorandum j 


. Cooland sunny today and clear and moony tonight* 

And what a pleasant day it has been, thanks to the 
mail from Lyme • 

• % 

I am bubbling over with delight at the news that 
a gap between the neighborhing hearths has been closed, not 
so tightly, perhaps, os formerly, but sufficiently bridged to 
enable the distaff sides to negotiate the chasm that had 
yawned so unpleasantly • 

naturally, I was delighted with the fine portrait of Ur, Hamil 
The service mentioned in the letter and the accompanying clipping 
suggest^ a sple did.service* My .machine rolls at 
the rate of 33 and a third revolutions per minute but, 
like the Santa Claus radio, it seems to have a flock of 
gadgets whose gurposes I have never explored and one 
of these things, I believe 


quite spiffy new city market, the Old French Market 
is nevertheless being retained • 

The black cat sleeps on a board under the bench on the front 
gallery and when Andy was helping me with some things 
being placed on the.bench this afternoon, I 
pointed out to him that I had placed a wooden basket under 
the bench, a round one, in which the cat might 
fold up himself for greater warmth since he would jU3t fit into 
it and the sides were high enough to.keep off the cold, damp 
breezes, A minute or two later, Andy remarked that the 
cat was asleep in the basket and a few seconds later announced 
that "the oat have unwoked", I am 

forever being delighted by such new words and "unwoke" is one 
I am bound to cherish, 

I finished the interview with Lord^ussell in the Wisdom 
volume last night and was impressed by his notion that 
among the three-more important thinge-the world would be 
needing just ahead would be 

1st, o Federal QGovernment of the world, leaving 
to individual nations almost everything escept the matter 
of military matters, and 

2nd, an equalizing of economies for all the nations, and 

3rd, some control of the birth rate, on the theory that 
the world cannot produce enough food for too many people, 

I think there is an error in t his assumption for I 
gather surpluses are fairly easy to attain if one sets a bout 
it, as does the United States, ut I do think some 
"planned family" notion an excellent and inevitable one • 


, is a speed nob that both 
ed and reduces i^ below the 33 and a th 
Because I at not adept 
at attaining anything by fooling a round with 

mechanical push buttons and knobs where reason for being I do not 

understand, I am consulting the man who occasionally 

gives the machine a going over . It is quite 

possible he will be able fo tell me about this by 

telephone as he is well acquainted with the present machine, 

I tried to get in touch with him immediately after reading 
the message concerning t/>e Times item but he was out on 
business and so I shall try^him again in the morning, and, if 
the machine is all geared for such adjustments, I shall 
subscribe without delay to this wonderful medium 
that will provide me with so much additional data on what goes 
on in t he world, I cannot tell you how delighted 
I am to know alljbout this potential and how 

touched I am by the subscription that has been so thoughtfully 
be supplied by my lady of the lamp, 


And now for a dab of work, followed, perhaps, 
a dab of "Wisdom" or a musicale, —the same thing 
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It goes without saying that I am glad the 
publication you mentioned as having a rrived turned out 
to be alright. I am so 3orry that it was such a cumbersome 
, business to be dragged from one place to another • 

.Ann W. Britton ’phoned me this morning a little 
after 9 to report she had just received another call 
from the Pratts, still at Hot Springs. It seems 
there was a heavy snowfall in that area and it was 
, impossible for them to get their car into the big 
road and so they .will not touah this region 

before tomorrow. She asked Ann if she thought an appointment 

with me could be arranged for Saturday afternoon and Ann responded 

in the negative and was quite right, what with Saturday 

being election which is just another way of saying 

the wrong people will be here, or the wrong person will 

be here from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. But f Mrs. Pratt 

opined to Ann that if Saturday couldn t be effooted, 

she imagined that Sunday might be better and 

to that Ann qoncurred and so did I# My neighbors t aoro88 the 

fence wouldn t even be there, although that wouldn t 

matter, for usually I am quite alone on theSabbath as 

between 1 and 7 p.m* 

liVi.: Huot.. ?«S£oo\ \jo alia 

I had a few calls today from one person or anothe £ 
who liked the Tea Leaf and Pole Cat thing. As I haven t 
had a chance to r ead the thing slap through, I am quite 
sure that my impression, while jotting it down, was that 
it oould h a ve been pepped up, whittled down and generally 
improved but,a I had no opportunity to give it a once over, 
it must, like the others, stand ds it is, the rough 
K draft of a manusoript, whaoked off in the dark, 

i>. , ; »u\.: ' >' /-l* ** ‘*91 ' fit ft* ?ji; * 1 

The influx of birds increases in numbers from 
evening to evening. The vast flocks of them would 
darken the sun, were it not already set behind the Montrose 
hills before they begin winging in in vast phalanxes 
that deploy their forces in groups of thousands with 
a precision of ^movement and beauty of line that is remarkable• 
They are best viewed from the Yucca gallery for when returning 
from feeding the boxer, I find an old raincoat the only guarantee 
of staving off incredible cleaning bills ,••••••• 


Friday, January 8th, 19 50. 


Memorandum : 

A lovely day, a lovely night. 

I had coffee across the fence this morning and 
Pere Antoine whom neither Celeste nor I had seen for several 
days, was present, too, 

Ce este had attended an Hysterical Ladies gatheringat 
the old Lemee House. She said that she and all the others 
present had been surprised and delighted when Thelma, as 
President, read a letter from me and a Christmas card to 
the old Lemee House accompanying a brass fleur de lis 
door knocker. Ifiep followed a wonderful line : 

"It was immediately agreed that a Committee should 
be appointed at once to supervise the placing of the knocked on the 
front door." 

The Committtees in the past have done some wonderful 
work but it struck me this was stretching the point a little when 
one had to appoint a Committee to get a pieoe of hardware 
tacked on a door. Smile. 

Ann called me in t he morning to say she had had a telephone 
from the Richard Puatts, somewhere along the road between 
Hot Springs and Natchitoches. They estimated they would r each 
town about 3:30 or 4 and asked if they might visit 
Melrose on Saturday, as they would be leaving for Hatches 
on Saturday afternoon. She told they she. thought it 
impossible but would inquire. I told her 
she had been so right. I thought, however, that * 
the visit might be squeesed in somehow and so I phoned them 



I 
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at t he Louisianne motel around 6 this evening and suggested they 
make a little go-round by moonlight, They thought that would 
be a good idea and asked when it would be convenient • 

I suggested 7 o'clock but they wanted to rest and 
so we compromised on 8, 

The sky was lovely and the moon so bright that they could 
easily comprehend what I pointed out for them to 
see, Although they incline toward interiors, it was 
odd that they were impressed b the exterior of 
theAfrioan House they didn\t manifest much interest 
in t he interior and 1 didn t even bother to show them 
the upper floor, 

• 

At Yucca we had a prolonged session and it was 
after midnight before they announced they had to get oh 
their way and 1 did not restrain them, I think they liked 
what they had seen but, naturally enough, what‘they 
heard in the whir of a million wings probably impressed them 
most because they had never before witnessed such a 
concentration of birds before, 

I didn't learn much from them because it seemed to 
me but fair to give them what they were down this way for, —some 
knowledge of the region, I was much interested in their 
description of a fine property outside of Philadelphia, believe 
rhey said in buck Country, Pennsylvania* The estate is 
called And a lusia, is Greek revival, and was 
the country seat of Nicholas Middle, annotator 
of the Lewis Journals of the Lewis and Clark expedition, and 
bitter foe of Andrew Jackson over the Bank of the 
United States, If T ever find myself in that 
area, I should like to have a look at Andalusia, 
wouldn t you, Ur, Pratt is perhaps 65 and 
has a few personality points reminding me vaguely of Dr, 

Butler, Vaguely, his wife who mentioned that she was Jewish 
and hailed from Rochester, New York, put me in mind 
on the pleasant side of Uadam General but with more 
gray matter. 

And so the 19 60 holiday of the battle of New Orleans 
comes to a close and Election Day has already arrived and I must 
grab a dab of sleep before the new dawn,,,,,,. 


■ OOCOl 
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Sunday, January 10th, 2960. 

t t r '• 


U ' » i; . t $ 4' *’ ' . * • 

Uemorandurn: 

• 

Cloudy and warm with a promise of rain for the morrow. 

• 

The Louisiana electorate sp$ke yesterday in no uncer ain 
terms and Jimmy Davis won by 70 or 80 thousand 
votes, "people get the Government they deserve ” and 
the hill billies, racial and religious bigots got exaotly 
what they deserved. My guess is that we are in for four years 
of drifting, so far as the Executive, is concerned, and I 
assume the big money boys will call all the tunes. 

< \, ft * 

t On the. Alexandria front, I am glad for Blythe's 
sake, and, of course, for Ed Rand that he was sucoessfulin 
winning his race for the Louisiana House of Representatives, 


• w 1» * ■ • V- ■ •/ ’ «. 

I was rummaging around on the front gallery thisafternoon 
when the lady doctor, Desiree, and some lady appeared. The 
lady doctor apologised for bringing a December 85th gift 
on January 10th and I returned the apology by doing the 
same to hir. 

t ^ • \. ** 

After taking one casual glanoe at my expanding waist line, 
she recommended the loss of a bout 85 pounds . I doubled her 
figure and allowed as how I had in mind to drop a bout 50, 

A couple of months back when contending with a dab of influenae, 

I'had no difficultyat all inthinning down considerably but 
when the Christmas foods began rolling my way, I seem 
to have been able to slap on a ton or two with equal 
facility, 5 , 

i 

, , I inquired about Madam Regard, She said ^ 

that physicdlly she is doing alright but she feels there's 
a tendency toward mental exhaustion that tends to 
make her appear to be slowing up in her otherwise 
natural recuperation, 

, . , 

1 


t 
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Monday, January 11th, 19 60 


J really enjoyed my Saturday night with 
the. reading ma chine instead of the radio with its endless 
compilations of election returns from all 65 Parishes of the 
State, Onoe, along n bout midnight, 1 thought I wanted to 
go to bed but having i rrived there, decided I still wanted 
to read a bit more and so ended up by finishing "Years with 
Ross", I must say I think Thurber has turned out a good book 
and it was only through a note at the end of the volume that 
I realised that Aiurber has apparently lost his sight, 

I can not see why I am so surprised to have learned for the 
first time that James T,Cane was ones a Hew Yorker editor, 

I have always thought he Hew Yorker had some of 
the finest bit3 of writing one was likely to find in 
the metropolitan assortment of* magazines, I must 
^say, however, that I never got as much of a kick out of 
,'lhe Hew iorker cartoons, especially those of Thurber and Peter 
Arno as did many of my contemporaries. Their captions generally 
struck me as both pat and perfect and, withal, hilarious, As fo 
the drawings themselves, however, I must say they 
never struck a chord or a deepth of merriment for me that 
they always seemed to evoke in others. There must 
be something lacking in my a bility to appreciate certain forms 
of the cartoonists ust as I am ~uite inoapable of 
enjoying equally, say, all he Frenoh Impressionist school with 
equal fervor. In the- latter oategory I never seem 
to tire of Renoir and Manet whereas if 1 never saw another 
Toulouse-Lautreo or a Matisse, if, indeed, the latter can be 
bracketed as being in that category, I must 

ponder on this point yometime to see what I can make of it for, 
I must confess, I don t reoall ever h a ving heard anyone 
else oomplain n bout the Peter Arne drawings and, therefore, I 
assume that my reaction to their seeming a lack of finish 
nevsraeemed to worry anyone else, 

■ • .• • • , r.'. Die * ‘'ft*■ ■ 1 ■ 


Memorandum s 

A lively day, as incredibly sunny and warm as one 
encounters almost anywhere between here and Lyme every once in a number 
of years, come January, It was so pleasant to labor 

in short sleeved sport shirt all day and to have all doors and windows 
open this evening, 

I called Ann this morning to congratulate her and her husband 
on the successof their favorite candidate, Davis, 

I asked her if she had ever seen anything more of the Pratts 
and she aaid she had for a brief moment at 20|20 

onSaturday morning when they appeared ±ttct at the Chamber of Commerce, 
It seems she had made an appointment for them at Beaufort for 
10 o'clock and knew Beth would be in a panci if they weren't 
on time. She said she had made, another appointment for them 
for Oakland at 11, 

!Io sooner had I hung up the .'phone than Beth 
called me to ask me how l liked the 

Pratts, She said they fell in love withBeaufort and remained 
from 10:25 until 22:30* All I can say is that the Pratts 
must move fast if they made it from the Chamber of Commerce in 
town down to Beaufort in five minutes, 

• 4 

lath told me the Pratts were leaving for Hatches on 
S Q turday afternoon and from there would go to St,Francisville 
to look over Rosedown, Beth asked me if I knew who 
owned Rosedown and who was doing it over, I lied and said 
I didn't. Conversations with Beaufort are always too 
long even if just Bet(i herself does the talking and 
as I already knew what I knew, there was no point 
in prolonging the rigamarole, 

Beth' rattled along at a great rate and before she got through, 
reported that she intended going to Baton Rouge this coming week end 
and proposed stopping off at Rosedown on the way, I 

was just as glad I had not the names of the people who now own the plaoe 
and the '/Hew Orleans architects who are doing it over. 
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Tuesday, January 18th, 19 60 


Thanks to the disappearance of the monopoly 
of the air waves by the politicians, Invitation to 
Learning re-appeared again tonight for the first time 
in too long. The subject was The Poems of Edgar Allen 
Poe about whom I learned nothing new. When the radio 

audience gets a little more mature or when it makes its maturity 
a little more felt, perhaps some station may have the 
courage to put on a week poetry hour in which a ao uple of 
people will discuss an author and his work and give a 
few exerpts, sandwiched in between the biographical and 
critical discussion. • 

I gather from tonight's symposium that Poe's 
poetry introduced symbolism, whatever that is, to literature, 
but as his poems were of no account or mighty little, they 
must must thank Baudelaire for having translated them 
into French and so made them better. 

Tonight 1 8 discussion was in a way like the report of clinical 
report by brain sureons, following an examination of the 
brain cells of a Quatorze or a Bonaparte, the summation being 
that, even as in the case of a da Vinci or a Mozart laboratory 
examination of the gray matter, there really wasn t anything 
remarkable a bout such characters or their works. If 
the Poe poems may be transformed into human form and 
tonight'8 panel into the role of • a surgeon, I suppose 
one might oontort an over worked phrase by opining that 
"the operation was not a success but the patient 
survived". 


Memorandum: 


Cloudy and too warm. A cold front is promised 
for the morrow, bringing thunder storms when the cold air 
bangs up against the warm flow of clouds from the &ulf. 

Fugabou and ooley uoere on my doorstep early this morning 
to ask for instructions about disking the Ghana garden. 

I am delighted to have this work done and tomorrow I 
shall probably transplant a flock of trees, now that the 
tractors havehad their go at things. . Today was devoted 
almost exclusively to oharting out the plaoes where 
trees will, appear shortly, fences will be erected to support 
vines this summer and pathways that will combine neatly, I hope, 
in making the approach to Ghana pretty. 


I coffee-ed across the fenoe this morning 
and ound the lady quite satisfied with the world. She had 
lingered until 9 to chat a little and after that proposed to 
dash in to town to see •mother before she, herself, went on 
for an afternoon at the coun ry olub. The world is so full 
of su&h on interesting colledtion of country clubers, and 
only time has been too long sinoe last the social butterflies 
had a complete quorum, 

I was pretty happy, too, not so muc\g for country olub reasons but 
for the more mundane delight 6f getting several loads of decomposing 
fine saudust from the former saw mill in ,the Montrose area, 
now local property. Sawdust of this quality is so hard to come bye th> 
its arrival in such generous quantities represented quite 
a windfall for would-be ardeners. My neighbor was not 
quite so happy to hear she w asgetting some but when I pointed 
out how marvelous Ut was for fertiliser and an absorbent of dew fro 
feeding camelias, cape jessamine, e to,, during the 
long drought of summer, the attitude changed and all was 
lovely. I recalled that on Sunday the lady doctor had 
remarked that the more she saw tf J. H. the more she marveled, but, 
naturally, I did not voice this recollection on my part. 


Last night, while listening to the Hew Orleans WL 
program n bout contemporary jass and an interview with A1 Hirsch, 
I came to the conclusion that something had happened 
at WWL between the time they wrote me last Friday and when 
they went on the air Sunday night. In their Friday letter, 
they said that a transcript of the preceeding Sunday night's 
program could be made by a* secretary employed for such a 
job if I thoughtit would be worth while to me. Last 
night, they referred to comment the program had elioited 
and announced that, in view of a suggestion, a transcription 
was being made and that listeners would be supplied same 
gratia on request. So turn the dials and so 
I.must turn to some neglected desk work, ere folding...... 
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the possibility of a program, unrelated to the musical aspeot 
of broadcasting whence came today's communication, 

Uy idea oentered around- the point that some station 
vltl CulfStates affiliates mig\t do a series, probably 13 weeks, 
that would be devoted to personalities that count in a 
given area* I have in mind such personalities as 
Miss Mormon in a half hour go at things whioh would, lean 
heavily upon flowers, i * *_ 

with sidelights on specializations as in ins 
and some i 
1 . „ 

the native things of the area, 
broadcast might be devoted to A 


particularly with their cultivation, 

^ . _ _ t " ‘ T# dogwood, etc,, 

„,.j _j acoount of the Briarwood area where they have been 

brought into 3uch a high state of developement, especially 

the native things of the area. Another half hour 

broadcast might be devoted to A, J, Hodges with an accent on 

gardening, as opposed to cultivation of Mormon little things, 

the broad sweep of his imaginaton in converting a 

cuot-over forest into a haven for souls wanting to get 

away f rom it ali", I might by-pass A 'u ene Watson 

by calling on I, S, , Willard to do an interview on Art generally 

a nd restoration in particular, as typified by the 

current project to restore For^t Jean aptiste,, ihe 

list could be endless, of course a nd, if properly engineered, 

might have quite .an appeal tourist wise, I should 

imagine, This suggests that it perhaps should have the 

blessing of the Louisiana State Department- of 

Parks ,and Recreation or Commerce and Industry or whatever 

oategory into which tourism falls • Uy guess is 

that to make the thing effective, it would be essential to 

have it advertised .on the radio in advance as a weekly 

presentation and at the conclusion of each program, an announcement 

of what the next one would be about It's 

the type of thing the Rocket was made t f or but it would be 

useless to mention it to her as I don t even know where she is, 

h a ve no notion as to her future commitments and have no 

assurance that she wouldn't pu it on ioe, like the 

Ghana business, until itdied of prolonged refrigeration, 

Perhaps I shall take it up directly with some radio station 
as an idea which might be promoted by somebody for the 
general interest of _ a fionsiderable -number of listeners, 

I. S, w illard called me tonight. She had just arrived 
from her BatonRpuge go-round. She said she talked with 
James but was unable to see him as her doo^or had kept 
her flattened out in her hotel room during her stay 
in the capitol, . 


uggests the possibility that I might take a craok at 
morrow, — I hope,,,,,••••• 
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Wednesday, January 13th, 1960, 


Memorandum: 

Warm with misty clouds, not thick enough to 
keep out of sight the shape of the full moon. It 
was supposed to rain and get oolder but the 
cold front collapsed somewhere in the^exas Panhandle 
and we are told we may expect another 24 hours 
of heat and humidity which suits me to a T, 


There seems to have been considerable exoitement 
in Shreveport yesterday and today, Starting 
with yesterday, 1 he Shreveport Journal last 
night reported, Among other puto accidents, that 
an 8 year old ohild was slightly injured when 
the oar in which he was riding was rammed by ai other 
oar, the latter being driven by Mrs, Cammie H, 

Wenk who as arrested for driving when intoxicated, Hummrmmmmm, 

I guess it was this morning that Madam 
General 1 8 brother who lives in the neighborhood of 
Shreveport, went hunting with his father-in-law, 
he latter s shotgun was fired inadvertently when only 
12 feet from the son-in-law, striking him in 
the upper chest, T believe, ,t was 
said that 24 hours would have to elapse^tefo j rethe 
dootors could say if the man migh be /expect ed\to 
survive. The senior S, G,'s immediately rushed ' 
to Shreveport and M assume they spent all their 
time at the hospital although, of course, they 
might have made a round at the looal jail to 
call on at least one kin folk, I suppose• 

I feel sorry for the younger Wenk kids, wh t 
with the girl in high school and the boy in the 
local college where their scholastic associates probably 
give them a dig now and then about their 
mama's name appearing in the paper. 
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I coffee-ed aoroas the fence at 9 but aaid 
nothing, of course, about the drunken driver but 
that news filtered through to that looality before 
10, suggesting that my grapevine got the jump on 
my neighbor by several hours , The 
weather being mild, the lady said she wished the 
l n dy doctor would hurry and get Madam Regard s 
physical and mental strength built up in orfer that 
she might come home the sooner, This is the firs time 
I had heard any suggestion that the mental part 
needed building up. If there is r eally need for that, 
the undertaking should be quite at arduous task, I 
should imagine, in view of the 91 years to be 
taken into account* 

About 9:30, I rounded up.some men to 
give me a hand at gardening and for the balance of the 
day we were all over the place, I set some of them f 
, to work on distributing sawdust mulch about CelAste s 
roses, camellias, cape jessamine, day lilies and so on, 

I put Fugabou to ploughing the Ghana garden, others 

distributing dauswdust muloh among the Chinese 

magnolias in the front garden, rounded up a 

trailer to move a concrete bench from the 

big garden to Celeste's and then devoted some time 

to doing some stuff around Jucoa with the aid 

of some helpers, Fugabou did.a good job at 

ploughing, after which he went over the same acreage 

with discs and by four o'clock I had him resume the 

plough to mark off the.pie shaped parteerres that will 

constitute the hana garden and I even transported a few 

tnuok loads of ..iant's beard thither, In short, 

the Ghana garden is beginning to take on 

shape of outline and tomorrow or within a few days, I 

shall be transplanting persimmons, crepe myrtles and what 

not although aotual planting of vegetables and 

flowers will not get going for several weeks yet. It 

is pleasant, however, to know that the ground is in readiness 

when the season has sufficiently advanced for doings, 

I have a few letters to write and then 1 think 1 
shall fold for 1 seem sleepy enough at the close of this somewhat 
dizzy day,,,,,,,. 


Thursday, January 14th, I960. 


Memorandum’. 

Continued warm, sprinley and showery most of the day 
but clear as a bell tonight and dL though it is supposed 
to have chilled off, it hasn't and I write with a faint 
lassitude, induced by the breeze from the Gulf blowing 
through.my open boudoir door, 

Marcissum perfumed the Madam'3 boudoir today because it 
is her natal day, I sent a greeting to Mildred Cunningham, 
too, because she and the Madam always exchanged natal day 
greetings on this day which was mutually theirs. 

In spite of the drizzles, showers and resulting mud 
in the newly ploughed hana area, my helpers got 
quite a lot of work done although cled-hopping somehow takes 
a certain zest out of the type of thing we were engaged in, 

:> l 

I suppose we dug up, h a uled and transplanted about 
2 5 or 30 crepe myrtles, some of which were cumbersome 
a nd too heavy for the average person to manage by himself . 

Little Robert, however, being about Qfeet six and probably weight 250 

took every thing in his stride and Fug a bou, junior Fug a bou 

and Olyte handed ends, I shaL 1 have to await July to 

discover if the color line is a success or not. Tonight 

I am not too pleased with the prospect but, perhaps, when 

additional trees h a ve been added and the various shades emerge 

with their flowering and the various tints, — mostly 

watermelon red, adjust themselves to themselves and their 

new surroundings, it will not turn out too badly si-nce 

color is primarily what I am striving for, 

I am putting no trees, flowering or otherwise, in the aore or so 
in front of hana, - a space about the extent of the garden between 
the big house and the public road, dominated by the big oak, 

t , , pecanes on the north edge, of the u hana garden 

can supply s fficientshade for anyone walkin who wants to use them 

a s parasols. This will le„ve the entire garden to bake in the 

AUjnjnjs.r, .sunshine and glow, I hope, with oolors no end 

and nothing will obstruct the glimpse of Ghana at the far end either. 
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I heard a new wrinkle in b a by doings, as passsed along 
by the cook today. She has two illegetimate granddaughters, 
one a year and a half or so, ijhe other about a month, She 
had felt the little b a by wasn t getting along a s well as it should, 
seeming to be crying so much, n as though hungry, but this in spite 
of frequent presentations of the bottle from which the little 
b n by always appeared to consume all the milk. She has a little 
crib for the ohild in a quiet room and usually places 
the b a by in it when it is time for the bottle. Only 
a day ortwo ago, she discovered a custom that had already become 
normal practice on the part of the other grandohild who, 
it turns out, has beenplaying a bout in the room where her baby 
sisteris placed, and the year and a half or two year oldster has 
been flipping the baby's bottle from its crib, drinking 
the milk and then stuffing the bottle 1} — empty, - back into 
her little sister's mouth, 

I don't know why this episode strikes me with such force, all 
children, no o to mention gorwn-ups, being as unpredictable 
a8 they are, but somehow such doings on the part of such small 
children never came to my knowledge before. 
o-,.o on a-: o.. ■ -o ■ ■. v. tSoCifn .-c.-std ' w 

A„alight interruption, as between this paragraph and the above. 
I. S. ilird called and bubbledt over a bout a book that 
had be'Sn entracning her all day, I am not quite sure of 
the title but it sounded something like Journal of 
Thomas Mitton ikr Minton or some such, —o Doubleday publication, 
There were .so many things in the book she wanted toread to 
me that she had put pieces of paper in the pages and then 
couldn t find the paragraphs she had in mind when she turned 
to the marked page. How she is going to sit up half the night, 
re-reading the book so she can mark the paragrap hs with a 
pencil and t,hus be a &2« to aoquaint me with their contents 
on the morrow. I must say I W is kindness itself but 
her potentials for panic do, sometimes prevent her from 
carrying through to the end she might otherwise 
attain. . 

that with S. G. Henry being in Shreveport, J. H., 
for the first time in his life, left the Sister drunken 
driving business, left the handling of tha,t to somebody else, 
and I'll bet the enej'al handled it with gusts........ 

•> ,it : Vo .'eof {tv ‘-V e o It- ;; r - - 


Friday, anuary 15th, I960. 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cool with a breeze off the ice cakes 
all day but coming to rest with sundown. 

t hasbeen a busy day but, fortunately, without 
interruptions so that a'lot more could be accomplished and 
I am thankful for that. 

I had only Fug^bou and Little a obert to lend me 
a hand but,'in spite of that drawback, I guess we 
dug, moved and transplanted another 25 crepe myrtles, 
much to my satisfaction. Only three times did I have 
to send for more strong arms when we encountered crepe 
myrtles so heavy that the three of us couldn t move 
them. ' 

; 

I got a laugh out of supper tonight. J. H. 
brought me a hunk of cheese which Joel Fletcher had 
sent me, Joel having taken the package with him 
from Southwestern to Alexnadria for a Library Board meeting, 
or perhaps atonRouge. I think Joel is a member 
of the oard of which J, H. is chairman. ’The natural 
thing was for me to suggest that J, H. take half of 
the hunk to his house but he said Joel had sent some to 
Celeste, too. ^hen the clerk, who is often 
speaking out of turn, remarked that Joel had also sent me 
a gallon of ice cream and a like Amount to Celeste but 
J. H., like a child cuaght raiding the cookie jar, 
giggled and admitted he had kept the two gallons of ice 
cream for his house, -- doubly funny since the store 
carries ice cream anyway so'that it is always easily a vailable 
although it is not of the quality turned out by Southwestern c 
When J. H. and the clerk had left the table, I called the 
cook and told her to cut the cheese in two aid she was 
deligh ed, and when I re a ohed home, I found Andy pausing on 


I 



/ 
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Sunday, January 17th, 19 60 


hisway home, —he had beenw orking next door, and I asked 
him to divide my half of the cheese again and he too* 
his half with him, and I am only regretting I couldn t have 
split the gallon of ice cream withDoreatha once and Andy aga j 

This morning I couldn't figure out how it was that 
my old gray cat, for the first t ime in her life was 
talking in such a friendly manner with me, for she never 
talks and because I don t like her much, call 
her no account. She is the same gray color of old grandpa 
who passed on over a year ago and so she does remind me 
of him a little'. This afternoon when we paused on the front 
gallery for a coke, Little lh overt remarked that he didn t 
know Grandpa had come back. I told him that grandpa 
had disappeared a year or two ago and that the cat making 
the mewing wa 3 No Account. He pointed to the end 
of the gallery' and remarked that he believe that was No Acco\ 
down yonder and the cat trying to be friendly with me must 
be Grandpa, —and, Lord, so it was. T neverly 
collapsed with amazement and delight, andGrnadpa, 
apparently depressed by the morning's brush off, seemed just 
as deliahted as I when I leaned over to give him a hand. 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cool tonight, following a cloudy Saturday 
and a Saturday night of thunder storms and a couple of 
inches of rain. 

For the most past, the week end w a s quiet enough and 
contrary to custom, I folded up my beard early last 
night being in bed by 9 and asleep by (:01. But 
I awoke 19 minutes later when someone tapped at my door. It was 
j. H. who had come to ask if I was alright. It seems that he 
and Celeste had retired early, too, but had been awakened 
by a loud bang and J. N. had come over to see if it had 
distrubed me, too a It hadn't. The artist called 
this morning to ask if T had heard a rumbling around 9 
last night. I confessed I hadn't. She said she had 
just gone to bed and so just pulled "the covers over her 
head and gone to sleep which seems to have been the wisest 
thing to have done. 

. • , , B . o .4- .u ,1 

On Saturday afternoon I had 35 or 40 representative farmers 

Natchitoches at some sort of a convention, 


and wives, meeting in - - v - - 

and dragged down here for a look at theAfncan buildings. 
They were all very nice, reminding me somewhat of Pat on 
the husBand side and Juanita B. on the wife. 

Bylthe came this afternoon. She had her 
friend rs. Johnson, with her. I did not recognise 
the latter. Her personal ity is of the neutrality Blythe 
likes to have as a companion, so that Mirima J. might 
h a ve been aiyone but Joan Frants whose hair is pure idiite. 
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Monday, January 18th, 19 60. 


while this lady's hair was a blue reminding me of 
Gainsborough's Blue Boy. .As both ladies were 
hatless, the blue w a s quite impressive* I guess 
Blythe's hair was its natural gray* I did 

notice, however, that the curve from the base of her head to 
her should blades was much more ourved than the last time 
she was here but she seemed to be as gay as usual* 

• • • •* 

She brought a letter from her 3on, Paul King, who 
had some information a bout gourds he wanted her to give me 
and we talked about politics and 2d Rand's success and she 
had much to tell me about the stupidity of the 
"niggers" because they failed to vote for her candidate, Davis, 
who was.so anti racial in the last weeks of his • 
campaign*\ I still cqn't imagine why the colored 
folks should cast their votes.for a man who proclaimed 
himself a believer i » maintning tthe slavery attitude but, 
then, I have never understood Blythe on racial matters anyway, 

She didn't seem at all upset that Whitfield Jack was 
being sued with his clients for half a million 
dollars in the kidnap case of a.y or or so ago and I was 
glad of that* She did ask if she 

could bring up the director of the Alexandria TV f 

programs who had seen the Picayune article about me at Blythe s 
house and wanted to have her arrange an interview* I 
suggested this gentleman apd his assistant would prob a bly enjoy 
their visit more if.they waited a month or two when 
they could take a gander at the blossoming Chinese 
magnolias, 

Celeeste and J..H* returned about 7 from an an afternoon 
in town, At the Natchitoches Hospital they met the 
S, Q. Henrys, returning from Shreveport to BatonRouge, 
together with another brother of Ha dam General who lives in 
BatonRouge, too. The Shreveport brother may or maynot 
survive the gun shot wound* Uadam General's sister in the 
Shreveport area is about to go off her rocker again and the 
latter’8 husband is ailing from a recent operation and 
their daughter is down with flu* It sounds like 
Bled House alright • I suppose at tomorrow's coffee I 
shall learn what, if anything, was learned from the S. G.'s 
about the drunken driving case* I turn now to Heet the Press 
which ought to be diverting, even if dull ,*,•••••• 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cold with a North wind blowing all day and 
d mini 3 hing not at.all at sun down. I’m so glad I'm not a 
blackbird, having to sleep in the shattered bamboo hedges tonight 
for the weather man says the thermometer will sag to 23 and 
I am prepared to believe him* • 

I got no information at the coffee hour this morning 
vecause le pere Antoine was present. He and our hostess 
fell to talking about a little statue of St. Isador she 
had given Hath Hertzog which the latter had put atop 
a gate along the highway at the juncture of the public road 
and a plantation road, Le pere Antoine asked me if 

I wouldn't like to see it and I said I would and he a ccordingly drove 
me down for a quick gander at the thing. It looked very nice 
but Hat, in characteristic dumbness, had put two signs against trespassu 
on each of the up-rights supporting the horizontal top beam of 
the gate. Under the statue ran the legendi 

"St. Isadikr, - Pray for us", 

while on the two supports below ran a more mundane legend 
reading something about not trespassing, all of which somehow 
reminded me of Cousin “mmet Erwin's Christmas card of Peace and 
Good Will on the inside and Remember Little Rock stamppd on 
the outside. I prayed le pere Antoine to go see Mat and 
suggest the no trespassing signs be removed from the>St. Isador 
supports and placed on adjoining posts of the gate entrance. 

It seems to me there is much to be said about St. Isador 
wnich I may or may not take a whack at in a Cane H iver Memo 
dL though it seems to me I have already touched upon that 
gentleman once before in that column but few, if any, • • 

readers will remember that. 
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Tuesday, January 19th, 19 60. 


In spite of today's raw breeze, I got quite a lot 
of work done in the Ghana section, setting out more crepe myrtles, 
transplanting more iant's Beard and getting a low fence built 
in front of Ghana itself. Come to think of it, I really 
didn't get the fence built but I got all the posts in which 
is the thing which takes time and labor. I plan using 
bamboo poles for the connections between the posts and f 
they can be added any time between now and the moment it s 
time to plant gourds 8 or 10 weeks hence. 

I had such a strange feeling tonight when listening to 
Invitation to Learning. The artist called me just as the 
program began and so I did not get in on the program until 
after it had begun. Just as it was about to conclude, there 
was another call from the artist that distracted me at the very 
conclusion a nd the net result is that I don t know yet what 
the title of the book may h a ue been a nd oan merelu guess 
that it was by Miguel de Unamuno or however that Spanish 
gent spelled his name. During the discussion itself, I 
was occasionally annoyed, as in the past week or two, when two 
or more of the gentlemen participating in the discussion 
spoke at the same time or broke in on each other in.such a fashion 
as to blot out some of the spoken words si that, all in all, 

I didn’t get as much learning as I yearned for. In short, 
the mountain labored and brought for a moth hole. 

The Library of Congress list arrived today and goes forward 
in another envelope. Somehow it seems so small this time. I hold 
the thought you will not let it get in your hair when it comes 
to hand for I am under the impressionyourresponse probably 
is always about the first that the Library receives. 

,1.3. Willard just called. As national chairman of 
,some Art thing, she is preparing something and re-doing it and 
re-doing it and what do I think or, errrr, welll, that is, or rather 
what I had in mind, or rather, not exactly what I have in mind but 
in case I should and I was glad it was nearly 11 o'clock and 
probably nobody would be wanting to use the line Poor 
I. S. W., she is so kind and yet such a panic. 

• 

And now I must call it a day and panic to bed, shivering in my 
warmth as I consider 3 million freezing blackbirds in the shattered 
hedges on this bitter night . 


uc ■ 

(L 61 O 


Memorandum : 

.Clear and cold last night, cloudy and cold 
today with the promise for slightly heavier freeze tonight. 

At noon the Shreveport thermometer had not moved above 32 

and the ground here, too soggy yesterday, was so frozen I could 

$et a spade into the good earth. A few foolish 

magnolias had flowered during the day but this morning they 

were "cooked". One thing is certain, none unfolded 

today to get caught tonight. 

I coffee-ed with Celeste this morning. She 
was in a happy frame of mind. She is going to 'lew Orleans 
with J. H. to spend, Thursday and Friday down ypnder. I suppose 
there is some Agricultural convention for the Jerry Pratts 
are going with them, —a traveling companion in the 
case of Herr Pratt whom I cannot imagine. 

The elerk 'phoned me from the store this afternoon, saying 
there was some gentleman there I might want to talk to. 
i received the man who reminded me vaguely of Rudolph. 

He said he is doing feature articles for the Houston 
Chronicle and the Hew Alliance, that he thought the Melrose 
story hadbeen told so often, he had decided to do one 
on the artist whom he had just been to see and wondered if 
he might look at some of her paintings as she had none at 
frer house. I showed him those at Ghana but did not 
3how him those in the African House. He made voluminous 
notes but did not, I believe, have much notion as 
to what it was all about. 

At no time did 1 ask him to sit down and 
after tliree quarters of an hour I was escorting him 
to the front gate. When we got along by the old palm, he 
asked me if the Fucoa House was haunted. I told him 
I hoped so and asked him why he asked. He said he felt that 
in telling i him so much about the a rtist, he felt I stressed 
color so much that he wondered if the house in 
which I lived had in any way effected me. I told him that 
if he meant to imply that I was crazy he was quite wrong for, 
in a matter of confidence, I wanted to confess to him that I wa 
. j%u,ite nuts. He seemed to accept that as obvious but 
aid ask if he might come back. I told him we 
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Wednesday, January 20th, 19 60. 


might be able to arrange an appointment but that it would be 
imperative that he write for same, And so we said 
Groodbye and 1 did not bother to tell him, as I had intended doing, 
that the Houston Chronicle had already done a story on the artist 
and therefore would not by the wildest stretch of circumstances, 
repeat it. For some people, 1 suppose, Hell is going , 
to be a Heaven in which they find themselves but haven t the 
capacity to recognize where they are, 

I called Ann,at the Chamber of Commerce this afternoon 
for an address, She said her mama was there and so I chatted 
with Ora for a few minutes. She was bogged down in curtains 
for Ann's new house, the house that made Oradecide to forego the 
European trip this summer. She s aid that Mr3. J~• H, 

Williams is going to Illinois for a couple of months to be 
with her daughter, Claudiq, who is going to have ai heir and 
that'during her absence, she is taking over the care of 
the other Williams children plus the husband, I said I thought thai 
fine since it would provide an excellent exchange of entertainment 
next year when Ora decides to make her Oxford studies and the 
other Williams family can entertain her children and husband and 
she laughingly agreed. 

Carmen called during the afternoon to rattle off a lot of 
impossible town gossip and ended up by recalling how 
her mother was want to take her to Hew Orleans 
occasionally when a child to attend the Opera in the old 
French Opera House, 

She was quite entertaining when she mentioned the 
first time her mother and two aunts journeyed to Hewnleans 
to attend the theatre and how in the hotel they first encountered 
electric lights, *he bellboy who had shown them to their 
3Uite hadturned o»» the lights when they entered and that as 
none oj the ladies had any notion as to how such things were extingi 
they had^ been hesitant about confessing their igrnorance to anyone c 
had retired with the lights blazing, their silk petticoats 
draped over the chai deliere to subdue the lights as much as 
possible, 

And now I must .roll up sleeves and do an artilce, 
perhaps on St, Isador and then cal 1 ,it a day . 


Memorandum: 

Clear and cold, —82 last night, upper 30 's today 
in spite of a brilliant sun, and back into the SO's tonight, 

A dandy letter from Lyme with clipping came through 
by air from Lyme,,,,telephone interruption,,,, 
was I saying that as of the 15th, the communication reached 
its destination by the 20th, Praise God that it came through. 

The-man who was supposed to come for a look at the 
re a ding machine got bogged downwith flu-.and was kind enough 
to have his office adivse me to that effect and so I 3hall 
h a ve to wait another few days for his recuperation and 
eventual arrival but I have a feeling the machine is 
going to make it alright on the 1 6 go-round, 

I am especially app eciative of the thumb nail sketch of the 
local hearth and well can I appreciate how the ice curtain is 
rather slow g. bout thawing, he fact that a minor dent was 
made in it is something to be grateful about and 

let's hold the thought that Time will go far in healing many thing 
although the time-lag sometimes seems interminable, 

It was so kind of you to let me know about the 
Sullivan matter about which I knew nothing other than 
her .sudden death. She was one of those remarkable personalities 
whom everyone who matters at this bend of the river really 
liked and because of that, especial interest was taken in 
reports of recent events, I think nobody in 
town ever met her but several of MissCam's friends knew of 
the latter'3 fondness for her and accordingly have 
'phoned me on the subject during the past couple of weeks. 

The interruption above was a oall from Mrs, Walker saying 
that the Enterprise had just "gone to bed * and that it is 
a small issue this week although the subscription list has 
increased 50 or 60 individuals within the last couple of 
days which is pie asajit news to any Editor, I suppose, 

I believe it is Friday night the Walkers leave for NewOrleans 
for the at nual Louisiana Press get together. They 
kindly invited meto go as their guest which I thought very 
nice of them, _ _ 







V-r 
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Thursday, January Slat, I960. 


Memorandum 


Clear and cold with the ice on the big pot never 
thawing out in 3pite of the bright sunshine, 

'Die travelers in the direction'of the CrescentCity 
didn't get started so early this morning as they had 
anticipated, remaining until after coffee time before heading 
out, he Jerry Pratts did not accompany them because 
of some illness in Mrs, Pratt's family, I believe Mr, Wood 
of R, E, a, drove with J, H, add Celeste, 

The latter mentioned over coffee that her nephew, a 
BatonPouge lawyer, has a home ,hard by the place where 
Dr, Macmillan's body was found • Talk goes on about 

that incredible case and my attention wa3 drawn to 
articles about it in Mews Week, Time and so on, I believe 
it is Hews Week that headlines the case: "Louisiana 
Shudders "• Well, all I can say about that is that 
Louisiana has been shuddering so long in the political 
field that another spasm ortwo in some other field ought 
to be almost refreshing although not at all novel • 

his’ mroning Mrs, Mash who is Miss Sally's nurse, 
called to a 3k if her daughter and son-in-law might make 
a round this afternoon, I set the hour of 2, inviting 
Mrs, Mash to come with them and 3he did . I guess 
her daughter is pregnant but 1 only guesa for I didn't 
take a second glance in her direction for 1 must confess 
I wasn't much interested inmy guests, —nice enough people 
butinterested in nothing entrancing me I never cease to marvel 
at the immense amount of time people have to do things 
in which they aren t interested really, I suppose 
killing time is the thing and probably it doewn't matter 
much time you steal from, others jU3t so long as you 
can get rid of a 3lice of the day before boredom 
of beling by one's self sets in again, 

I inquired after Miss Sally's’ health, learning she 


Carmen called me today to tell me a couple of 
things. She and her sister passed by the Matchitoche3 hospital 
at 5 yesterday afternoon and they w ere both surprised at the decl in 
of Madam Regard's pphysical.and mental status since 
the last time they visited her, perhaps 10 days ago. They 
inquired of her nurse on this point and the latter merely 
nodded her head. They gatheredthat the hospitalisation 
period might not extend much longer, — a couple of 
weeks, perhaps, a couple of months, —aiybody's 
guess , 

I coffee-ed aline with Celeste this morning, Sheis 
in ,a very gay mood and plans taking off for Mew Orleans with 
J, H, in the morning for a couple of day's stay. 


I suppose the L, S, U, murder mystery may be attracting 
interest outside the .Pelican State, —it 3eems to 
be such an unusual type of thing for a Dean of a 
Graduate School to be figuring in. Everyone I know who is 
acquai nted with those most ivtally concerned in the doings 
is astonished and ap parantly everybody liked everybody and 
thought all concerned quite civilized,It isn't 
of fen the newspapers get such a unique murder s toy and I 
suppose they must be making the most of it. One 
think is obvious and that is that the average readers of the 
tabloids could never compehend the friendship e listing 
between the doctors and the way the headline writers will 
rig up the scenery will be outrageous, one may be sure. 


I he other thing Carmen wanted to tell me was ab ut 
the Governor's Natchitoches sister cdL ling her this morning 
Long Cooper allowed that since the President of the United 
States is limited in the number of times he ban be 
elected to the Presidencey, she thinks Thelma Kyser 
should be re-placed by someone as .President of.the +,, 

hysterical ladies , showing, as Oliue \°es for^tM mUli^t1 1 

liks tl,e 
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Friday, January 22nd, 19 60 


is now 87 and i3 getting along nicely • I suppose 
she is getting along nicely, whatever that means, just 
so long as it includes senility as part of the business • 

Having been enjoying poor health for the past 40 or 50 
years, making her family and household jump crookde 
to satisfy all her whims and always keep the draperies 
drawn to eliminate daylight so that she cannot tell if it 
be day or night, —if that's getting along nicely, 
that's just fine* Somehow it reminds 'me of variations 
on the old, old theme of one person remarking that death 
and destrcution has just swept 'awdy the family and the 
speaker expresses the opinion his own illness makes him 
feel on the point of death whereupon the person 
to whom he is relating his troubles inquires: 

"How are you feeling otherwise •" 

I still haven't learned the way to get particular 
stations on my new radio to ithout simply fishing a bout 
a iid hoping to 3tumble over same . Tonight I wanted to 
get some news from Natchitoches but got so fascinated 
by another station close to it that J simply staid on that one 
until the news cast was completed • 'Jhe station was so much 
clearer than the nearest one that I was curious to 
learn its identity and was mildly surprised when it turned 
out to be a broadcast from the island of flas3au 

The artist's rmance continues but the cold weather 
slows up the number of visitations in person by Joe D en 
Metayer but they make up for lack of personal contacts 
by frequent use of the 'phone and the lover continues in his 
efforts to correct his sweetheart's English. 

• J | - • •'•'« ' ' . * ■ • <. 

I picked up the 
and heard her say: 


phone to dial a number this noon 


• "I didn t thought it would have feel so cold this 
morn in '••••••• 

I don't know what the response to that one may hav 
teacher, himself a lit*le faulty in the purity of his ■ 
mu 3 t have had quite a lecture to take care of that pur 
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January 24th, I960 


Sunday 


responsible for this fact, 1 haven t the slightest notion, 
possible Mr. Hodges, perhaps Miss Word, p rhaps Miss Ramsey, 
possibly Mr byrd, —or,, perhaps all four or any number of those 
named. I 3eem to have forgotten Charlies Phillips a»d I 
wonder what has happened to that gentleman for I don t seem to 
have heard his name mentioned in the last six months . f 

Should I no hear it mention in the next 600 years, 1 shouldn t 
mind and this in 3pite of the fact that the last I did hear 
was a rumor that he was speaking of me with vast enthusiasm » 

2 hat news, however, cut no ice since, like so many people 
we know of the Nixon persuasion, he, too, would be likely to 
get on any popularity band wagon if he thought, as he may well 
think, that there is a happy relation exisiting between Mr. 

Hodges and me. 

1 was indoors very little today but on one ocasion when I 
was, I got a 'phone call from Carmen who had nothing in 
particular to say. She did report having been over to Montgomery , 
last night with Thelma and en route, told her about Olive Long 
Cooper's suggestion that Thelma be not re-elected. They both 
got a laugh out of the Long-Cooper observation f anda spiration, 
especially in view of the fact that Olive hasn t even 
p a id her last year's dues to the organization but, like ally Long, 
that wouldn't deter her from aspiring to take over. Olive, in s/to 
is a sight. * 

Forgive a dull memo. Perhaps I can find some enclosures that 
may offer something better .. 
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Monday, January 25th, I960, 


this section before going on to Oklahoma where they wanted to 
look ouer some museums before goin on to Santa Fee, their 
last major stop before heading for San Diego and home. They 
are especially interested in early American artifax and mentioned 
efforts in conjunction with Mrs. Rockefeller, mama of the 
Governor, who, T learned from them, has exerted herself 
considerably in early Am erioan Art which, perhaps, explains 
in part the Governor s Unterest in the Arts, too. 

The tried to persuade me to go to town to dine with them, 
promising to bring me home afterward but, naturally, 1 declined. 

They asked if I liked avacado as a food item and when I 

allowed as how I did, they threatened to send me some from 

their grove and I hope they don t forget and I think they 

will not. It was interesting that they had with them 

some plantation note paper and cook books they bad purchased from 

Letitia Bowman of the Village Shop in Alexandria. 

Tonight ' s radio ha3 so much to say about doings in 
Uorth Africa. Although the J > resident of France was never one of 
my favorite dmracters , I think he is so right in 
insisting that Algeria be given the right to select its own 
Government that I hope he wins out in the present scuffle. The 
way the army in that province has been running things the way it 
wanted to has been a most disturbing factor inMedterranean doings 
and the sooner the tail ceases wagging the bull, the better 
things will be all around. 

he artist called me tonight, as she does almost every 24 hours, 
but somehow I gat the impression tonight that her call was inspired 
by someone else. Der son. King, worked on Little Eva during the 
past year under little Edgar Rogier, wl»ite, who \s the over¬ 
seer. Tite a rtist beg n by asking me if I couldn t take 
her some time to see whatever that thing was on Little Rvs^that 
she heard so much tell of, — obviously . referring to Uncle om's 
cabin. I told her that would be easy. She went on to report 
chat King told her that little Edgar sure need me 

Frances Henry was in Natchitoches this week end. She lives acrot 
the road from the Mickeys but says she has never seen anyone 
going in or out of the house, perhaps because she herself is s eldom 
home. Dr. Mickey has frequently visited the local college and 
everyone here likes him so much. . 


Memorandum: 

Fair and warmer, sort of 50 -ish, and tonight 
will stand around 40 which is a step in the right direction. 

J. H. is remarkable. He remained in bed until 8 this 
morning and then was up with his flu and t going about and this 
afternoon he went to Alexandria and wasn t back for supper. I 
guess he must be about the worst patient I know. 

Celeste's nephew, Dan Regard, came upf rom L. 3. U. 
today, bringing his girl friend with him and also the 
girl to whom his brother, Joe, will marry in May if he 
returns from Japan by then. They are remaining over night. 

Sylvan Friendman and wife brought a ^r. and Mrs. Cartwright 
of phoenix, Arizona for a round, —iy appointment, this 
afternoon. The State Senator 3eemed astonished at all 
he had to see / Of course he comprehended little *mt 
was nevertheless impressed. 

• 

He is Chairman of the newState Committtee on Tourism 
a nd, of course, will have much to say about who - gets the jobs 
on State projects for advertising during the next few years. In 
behalf of the Rocket, I took the opportunity to make known to 
him her accomplishments with films, —Hodges, Essae Mae, etc., etc, 
and I shall pen her a brief note tonight, advising her of today's 
conversation at Yucca so that when she gets ready to w n ve her 
photographic lamps in the direction of the State Committee, her 
accomplishments will have already been made known in that quarter. 

Thelma called me today and asked me if I didn't want to 
run over to Hodges gardens with her tomorrow afternoon when 
El Camino Real will hold a meeting. Naturally I thanked her 
and declined. I suppose, in view of the C. B. Vyrd letter of 
last week that perhaps the (harden film may be. in the works 
a nd so perhaps the Rocket and the Lost %ord will be an ong 
those present. Ifielma is pinched for time as she 
has to get back for a reception 3he and John 
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are giving for the midterm graduates but she threatens 
to report on El Camino Real doings to me on Wednesday morning* 

I had three men to assist me this afternoon in gardening 
at Othana* The Friedmans and the Cartwrights, on leaving here 
about 4, said they were going in the Cartwright plane to 
look over the Cane “iver country and that they might get down 
this pay between 4:30 and five • IUey made it about 4:45, passing 
low over the garden so that the workmen and I could wave to them* 

I enjoyed tonight 1 3 Invitation to Learning., for 
the Sophocles opu3, no matter how often it is discussed, 
always has excellent meat and will always supply food for 
thought, no matter who does the masticating* Next week 
Anna Karenina will be o» the air waves if the politicians don’t 
crowd out Tolstoy*- I shal 1 be interested $0 hear what the 
experts have to 3ay* As an amateur in Russian literature, 

I would probably start off by saying that I think the 

author could h a ve shortened his book considerably without any 

great loss. War and Peace is too long as a 3tory but 

eventually does terminate at something approaching a logical 

point, Anna Karenina, however, arrives at the logcial 

point of conclusion but keeps right on going as pointlessly 

as though the local artist had painted a mural to fill the 

four interior walls of a room and then went right on painting 

some more so that the tail end of the thing had to be 

pushed out of the window where it was left flappying in the 

breeze, the arti3t lacking the sense of fitness had failed to 

cut off the excess* Perhaps Tolstoy was more of a mural painter 

than a designer of pictures that could be fitted neatly into a frame* 

From the title of the novel, at least, one might suppose 

the book to be a novel about Anna Karenina but from the way the 

books keeps right p n going after Anna has been eliminated from 

the s topy Py her death, one might say with a measure of justice, 

I think, that T 0 i s toy somehow forgot he was building hi3 3 tory around 
that lady and had, following her departure, gone off on a tangent 
with his pen and started depicting life* in Russia in 
general rather than life as revealed by the career of one 
unfortunate woman. It has been so long since I read the 
novel, I must have another go at it before long to see if 
experiences during the interim between readings gives me more 
sympathy of what the author was trying to do* I 
fear I got off the track, Forgive me . 


Tuesday, January 26th, 1960* 


Memorandum• 

Warm and cloudy with occasional sprinkles this afternoon 
but not enough to keep me from working out of doors all day* 

I t 

i'm alone on the plantation tonight* J* H*, 
after going to Alexandria yesterday, returned to the 
Natchitoches area$ going directly to the hospital where the 
lady doctor is said to have 3haken<.a finger at him for 
so much traveling about, and put him to bed* 

This morning about 8, Celeste called the hospital 
to see how he had passed the night and, to everyone's 
surprise at that end of the . 'phone, nobody could find him* 

He put in an appearance a little later, saying he had 
simply run in.to town to get a shave* He spent the 
balance of the day in the hospital, — I think, — 
and tonight Celeste is staying there, too, either with him 
or j.adamRegard, because she is afaaid to stay in the country* 
Once more in less thai a week, I am master of the hound* 

Celeste's nephew, his girl friend and his future sister-in- 
law spent the night with Celeste and headed back toward 
St* M artinsville or Rewlberia sometime .thi 3 morning* hey 
seem to me to be sweef young ladies, pretty, charming and 
apparantly without an idea above an oyster, I 
saw them only a few minuses at coffee time when 
we were interrupted by some friend of Dan Henry who wanted 
me to give some plants for a town garden* That 
knocked out the little tour I -.had planned for the young folks 
and instead I dug$ banana plants, nandina. Giant's Beard and Hi 
o a ks* Hie man with hi.s wife said they would be back many times 
for more hauls as their car would hold no more on this 
go-round. It is strange how the wife in appearance reminds 
me of Helen* Like Helen, she lost her husband but unlike 
Helen whose husband died of a» heart attack, this lady's 
husb a nd died from gun shots inflicted by his wife* 

The wi dowhood was as brief as hers tay in jail and now 
a new garden is being fashioned* 


Carmen, that invaluable blue jay,' phdned me 


9 
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Wednesday t January 87th, 19 60 » 


this morning. In today's limes Picayune 
on the society page, she read me thatcarolyn Ramsey 
was giving a showing of her new picture. Garden 
in the i '’ orest" this afternoon at a brivate gathering 
of the Orleans Club, parenthetically, the Orleans 
Club is supposed to be the ultimate in the Crescent City . 

Assuming this news to be correct, I come to several 
conclusions, first among which is the probability 
thqt Carolyn, as I had .assumed, would not be present at the 
El Camino Real meeting'at the Gardens thi3 afternoon. 

Further, + 1 a ssume, that the picture must be complete. Thirdly 
I assume that C. B. Byrd either did or did not know this and 
if he didn't he should have and if _he did, he should 
have passed along the news to me • Fourthly I 
assume that.an error was made in having the initial showing 
of this film in Hew Orleans instead of in Natchitoches 
or some other community in the El Camino Real country. 

Fifthly, I take it that the public relations segme.it of the 
Hodges enterprises is working no better than usual and it 
has always seemed to me that somehow or other it just 
doesn t spark and never has sparked the way it should • 

Sixthly, 1 assume there's no secret about the New Orleans 
showing today since the event is announced ini today s 
Picayune and therefore I feel no constraint about 
having a notice about t/iis appear in Thursday s Enter¬ 
prise with some casual hope expressed that it may be 
shown .before long in the neighborhood where it was filmed • 

So far as I know, no one has any claims on the film locally 
but since the aid of the community is being sought to further 
plans for El 'Camino Real, it seems to me the gesture of 
a n early showing in the neighborhood of the shooting and 
where so many people contributed in va.rious little ways to 
it sucoess may have an early opportunity to see the 
finished creation • Carmen was fortifying Thelma with 
the Picayune notice before Thelma left for the Gardens and today s 
ElCamino Real conference . I shall be interested to learn what 
happened at tha.t meeting and especially what Mr. Big had to 
say about the New Orleans showing • 

I • . , 

Ho, hum we seem to know so many people, so few of whom 
we understand .. 




Memorandum: 

i n.-.'.s f.J • • : "• ■ z - 

A beautiful, cloudless summer's day, so warm, in 
fact, that I had to divest myself\ of a long sleeve for 
a short sleeve shirt • This will induce of silly magnolias 
to start putting forth their finery and then Jack *rost 
will reap a fine harvest . 

I am alone on the plantation again tonight • 

Celeste came down for an afternoon's nap, I believe, 
but is said to have gone back to town an hour later, along 
about 3. I did not see her . J. H. threatened to return home 
tonight but I did not s ee him so I reckon he will be 
exchanging the role of patient for plantation operator tomorrow 
morning. We certainly-have some curious examples 
of how people react to illness and the part hospitals 
play in the doings • 

. Thflma called me this morning to say John is exhausted and 
wants to come to see me some time this week end, just to 
relax and talk with a kindred soul • I gathered from what 
'Lhelma had to say that John.is provoked with certain 
aspects of life in the institution over which he presides, 
ever dreamed of such g, thing but I gathered from what 
Thelma■ had to say that many a student, and especially 
is it ture among the.veterans, that if they fail in 
their examinations, they take it out on the college by 
wilfully destroying college property,,ripping furniture to 
pieces and the Lore} know what all • This requires 

stern action on the part of the security force of the college which 
is backed up by the President and the whole business 
is distasteful to an educational administrator • 

Poor John will come down to collapse on my sofa and he and I 
shqll t ake the world apart and put it baok as it would 
best please us tht. it should be, after which he will 
return to hisduties which are bound to irk him • 

I e,*> aN&U 

Thelma said she (.rushed over to the Gardens with suoh 
speed yesterday and rus/ied baokin the same speed that she 
did not get much out of the meeting. Mr. Hodges 

««v< '.y i-stsiftiu a At ft* sot - ■afMrtr.d *' 


I hadn 't 


-Cv 
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was not present and, of course, Carolyn wasn t either. 

Ola Mae was, however, and she reported that there must 

h a ve been some mistake about Carolyn showing the Garden 

in the *orst filr^to the Orleans club that afternoon since 

it was Ola Mae's unde/standing that the sound track had 

not been completely effected. The meeting did decide 

that a general meeting, comprising all prominent members 

of the area should be held next week when it would b e decided 

how the film and through whom, —what organizations, it 

will be sponsored and when. The next meeting would 

also decide on starting a membership d rive for a project 

that wilj beautify the highway of the king, prob a bly along 

lines I suggested in a Cane iver Memo sometime 

last' year, Everything having to do with Hodges 

proj'eots seem to require, so many meetings to determine 

dates for the following meetings that I am more convinced 

that ever that the password of the whole effort should have but 

a single word to cover the case: - Procrastination. 

I was amused this morning at breakfast when I found 
the key to my dumbness at supper last night, Last 
Pilgrimage time, Beth had a row with her brother, J. H. Williams, 
as to whether she would be able to extract her mother's 
diamonds from the vault to have they on display at 
Beaufort during the go-round. I knew about itthe time 
but had forgotten it. About 4:30 yesterday afternoon. Dr. 

Talley, the Ncworleans lady doctor, dropped in for a little ohat. 

Ten minutes b ef ore supper I handed her b a ck to her car at 
the front gate in a gentle downpour. Dan and 
the clerk were on the store gallery and saw the lady 
depart. At supper, ^Dan asked me if I had 

extracted &\y diamonds .from my caller. I had no idea about 
what he was talking and allowed as how I hadn t. 1 his 
morning I a3ked the clerk to clarify the inquiry which 
was obviously jocular. He said he and Dan, on the way t o 
supper had been talking about Beth whom they had seen 
me with at the front gate just before the supper bell. 

I was as astonished about the identity of my guest as the clerk 
was and hq was as positive that he and Dan were correct 
as to my caller'3 identity as I was. Ihe clerk 

admitted I ought to know, of course, but still , 

he felt sure he and Dan had been in no error either. What 
a to-do about nothing. 

I am baking a potatoe in the ancient Dutch oven and 
I wish little Miss Lee were here to share it with me in about 2 seconds 


sceot io33i 


Thursday, January 28th, I960. 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely summer's day but a little cloudy 
tonight which may bring us a l,ittle shower before 
tomorrow'3 cooler, fair weather, according to the proQnosti- 
catorSUe baked potato was wonderful jLast night, so good, 
in fact, that I'm stirring up another on the old Mutch oven tonight, 
and this ins spite of the fact that due to what I ate or 
not, I did have one of those extremely rare experiences in my 
life, a nightmare. I suppose one never really gets 
accustomed to such things although the settings may always be 
different, the personification of terror always remains the same but 
inordinate as it may seem, I % seldom seem to muster up the 
power to awaken myself until the episodes run their 
interminable, ridiculous courses. 

This morning about 1 0:30, I heard a familiar, 
strident voice which, fortunately died out and the 
owner of same was deflected in her course before reaching 
this section of the garden. Sister, with her eldest son, passed 
through this place, en route to Baton Rouge where her son hoped 
to get hi3 mid term marks and with his mama, be 
guests for the next couple of days at the home of t’,e 
General. ' his all seems so odd since nobody in such a 
gathering can do other than abhor the other. At dinner time, 
the travelers had gone on, thanks Heaven, and I learned they 
would remain'in Baton Rouge unijil Sunday. I don't give them 
that long but do hope they don t. return home the same way they 
left. 

It is pleasant to report that J. H. appears to be 
on the mend. After remaining at the hospital last night, 
he bestirred himself before dawn and rode down here with 
the clerk who communtes from town. I believe 

Celeste came down around 10 this morning but 1 did not see her and 
I suppose she returned to s pend the afternoon with her mama or 
"doing errands" in town, 

i • 

• «ci: ' t o'-c si t«Vfr roV \\o <* ‘ oJi •/ 

• w '-V- \ 
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Me 


Ann called me this afternoon to report that 
Ora is in Cabrini, having undergone a major 

operation, whatever that is. * he-a aid her mother would probably 
be under sedation for 3 or. 4 days but they believed she was 
getting along alright. '« 

Today's post brought the enclosure from Charlotte 
Carroll concerning the tragedy of her grand- 
daughter. In a way it seems rather strange such 
a report did not ta reach the air waves across the nation, 
what with all the "See America First" traveling ;that goes on m 
our national parks every year. .Perhaps the news did 
appear in various press media but, if so, I did 
not hear it. Quite aside-from the horror of the 
business, it would seem to me that all travelers 
to our optional parks should, be made acquainted with 3uch 
possibilities even though the national park people 
may well prefer keeping such item3 out of the news. 

No wonder John Ky3er has a headache, what with four members 
of hi 3 college*, football team having confessed to 9 
break-ins and burglerie3 during the past 8 weeks. 

Such performances by college people is bad enough vn 
any level but inordinately bad, it strikes me, when the 
much publicized football heroes of the campus, pam ered 
by most colleges with extra funds and positions 
of leadership and honor, —but there's no 
point in re-hashing that old s tuff. 

I was especially . impressed by the space and the plethora 
of pictures in last week's Life covering the outrageous 
Miss Bendedict and her Rumanian boy friend. I wonder 
if the array of pictures- and the remark that in Paris the 
couple were in company with two Life staff members, —if 
these fact, I say, struck you as suggesting that 
probably somebody, mostly the Rumanian, probably 
got quite a payoff from the magazine for his cooperation in 
securing some of the illustrations and the inside 
story on the Pqri3 phase of this lamentable episode. 

Well, Lord, it s time for me to sample my potato 
and to a dab of telepathy at the 3ame time...... 


Friday, January 89th, 19 60, 


Memorandum : 

It rained about an inch last night and then turned 
into a coldr spell which continued throughout t oday with 
the clouds remaining but the promise of blue skies for 
tonight and tomorrow. 

For the first time in several days, I coffee-ed with the lady acr 
the fence. She has the sniffles and said she was remaining home dL 1 
She has in mind attending a banquet at noon tomorrow when the 
Hysterical ladies will break bread at the Country Club. 

I thought it interesting as acommentary on Wenk 
proceedure when I learned fromCeleste that the 
Shreveport hejira to atonRouge wa3 unannounced to 
BatonRouge• Sister declared that when they were inShreveport, 
the General and wife and, on leaving, said she should 
drop'in to see them sometime. On the strength of that, she 
had decided that she and her son would indeed drop in 
and thus the Thrusday ,Friday , Saturday .and jSunday surprise. 

I have a feeling that the visit will not last that long, 
but whether it does or not, BatonRouge will havehad fully as 
much as they bargained for, I imagine 


The radio from the station in town today had more to say a bo 
the four ia football heroes of Northwestern who had 
admitted 9 robberies in and about the, town-. The 
news' today was to the effect that one of the youths from 
Texas had confessed to two other robberies in his home 
town, bringing his i. total to 11, —at least only 
11 thus far admitted. I thought it especially interesting 
that one of the places he confessed robbing in his home 
State was the cafe hi3 own father operated from which he 
extracted $175. or $180. in a single 

haul I believe he is 19 and seems to be making quite 
a start in his pursuit o education and especially sports. 


ut 
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I listened with particular interest tonight to the reports 
on what the President of France had to say about the Algerian 
rumpus. As you know, I have never been very enthusiastic 
about the man and less enthusiastic about the 4th Republic s 
p : rformances, so that the 5th Republic seemed much better, even 
if less democratic, still it did have a little more 
semblence of a national Government. 

As regards theAlgerian thing at the moment, the 
primary matter of the moment is to put the Army in it3 proper 
place and the President is n uite right if he puts his foot down 
on that point and holds it down. An army should never be more 
than the instrument of civil authority. In short, the 

dog should wag the tail, not tlie tail wa 9 t,ie d ° 9 and 
unless an army is, in respect to established order, merely 
a tail, then it has no excuse for being 

Flu seems to be making broad inroads on the plantation 
folks and I'm beginning to think I was lucky 
in having a bout with the thing in November, assuming 
that some sort of immunity results for a while, following one 
go-round. Several people today were hauling their 
children and themselves to town for medical attention 
and there's ahusband and wife affliction in the same 
category inthe^case of the '.overseer and spouse, the 
head cattleman and distaff and the cook 
has been dragging around all week, just barely 
making it. J. H. claims he has turned the 

coerner and is up and doing every day. It Mil be interesting 
to see if Celeste makes it to the °ountry Club or not. 

Last night'8 rain provided me with just the 

r innntffi nf the. Ghana terrain so f ar as where water 


Sunday, January 51st, 2960 


Memorandum j t 

Bright and cold onSaturday, foggy and chilly all day 
with a f ew stars out tonight with a promise for clouds and 
warming on the morrow. 

It was such a pleasant surprise finding a letter 
from Lyme in Saturday's post. - 

Noble is the word Jor the lady who did such a grand job 
on the Library of Congress. I think the Talking 
took Topics continues to appear in ink farm-and I 3hall 
send them along as they come to hand so that we may check, special J 
on the non fiction Hems we recommend to see if they ever make the 
grade. 

% • 

And may I thank you especially f or the clipping concerning the 
new Columbia Dean ofArchitecture , a man .whom I have met f 
but about whose new appointment I had .not heard. I hadn t even 
heard of the Postell appointment which must date from 
some time back and knew about it only this week end when 
I got around to run through som$. of the pre-dhristmas 
m a il and stumbled across the Po3tell letter which am enclosing 
under s eparate .cover, along with a flock of other things 
of no great interest. 

Saturday's post brought an air mail from Charleston, 
the message from Irma, also enclosed under separate cover. 

I think you will find it characteristically friendly but I suppose 
you will be impressed, as was I, by the omission of any reference 
to Kay. ' i' ' 

Tlie visit of Irma and Farley will be something to look forward 
coming week end, knowing as I do that Farley has already pictured m 
as having masterminded the nuptials of his sister and in view of 
the fact that he and Carolyn fell out so mightily. In a way, 
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Monday, Feburary 1st, 19 0» 


it seems rather th&y- odd they should bother to go so far out of thei 
way to come here but perhaps they have in mind getting 
information from me, making their detour worth while, 

I find it interesting, too, that in spite of Aunt"illie 's hatred 
of James, she doesn'.t seem to attach any of it to me, Naturally, 
whether she rants about Mames or not in letters to me, I never 
breathe his name in mine to her, 

Satu day morning Celeste felt so much better she realized 
she woulc( be a ble to attend the coun ry club luncheon and more than 
one hundred other biddies had the same thing in mind, It was 
all very darling, I am told, 

J, H, is still moseying a out but without any pep, 

He was in bed at 10 this morning when Sister and Lloyd blew in, 

Lloyd is returning to L, S, U, on probation. He has to have 
a new car and there was much talk about thatf gather, although 
only J, H, saw the Sabbath morning visitors since Celeste was 
at Church and they were gone when she returned about 11, and 
I, myself, never learned of their presence until after they 
had departed. Somehow the idea of having to have a 
new car on the part of the probationary student seems so strange 
but I gather money has never been anything the Wenks have had to wor 
about, I learned, too, that John lenves for school tomorrow, 
because there s too much hubbub at home and so he in matriculating 
at Johns Hopkins or some such .place. He doesn't seem to have 
to worry about his grades as he always gets top ones in spite 
of the domestic turmoil in which he has found difficulty in 
studying, 

i 

At supper tonight, —I should have mentioned J, H, 
and Celeste went to town this-, afternoon, and at supper they r eported 
tl\at Joe Henry was in town, supping with Pat aid Juanita B,, 
and would be spending the night here, I illuminated the big house 
and touched a match to the gas in the section he will occupy, 

John and T~helma were supposed to spend the afternoo with me 
but something happened that they couldn't make it. Some 
of my negro friends passed this way to a 3k if they might 
pick birds off the bamboo tonight, /hey soy there are so many 
you don t have to use a gun, just pick them off the branches 
like one, two, three, J hey will get only a few hundred but I wi3h t 
might round up a few hundred thousand per man .. 


Memorandum : 

Mostly cloudy a ll day but clearing tonight and withal 
rather on the cool side, sort of 40 like, 

I saw Joe at breakfast. He was feeling gay enough and 
bubbling over with enthusiasm about the possibility he 
foresees of the Governor of Arkansas getting the Democratic 
nomination. How silly can some people get, He 
departed sometime after breakfast and so I coffee-ed alone 
with the lady across the fence. She said the lady doctor had 
given J, H, some vitamin shots Sunday afternoon. He 
continues to navigate slowly, however, <u d is?» t eating 
anything, a prize example of how 3hort sighted he is not 
to have taken a few days rest at the inception of the thing. 

There 1 s a convention in Dallas this coming week and 
as a committeeman, he feels he should be present, I 
wish I could hang on to his coat tails but he w.ould only 
slip out of the coat. The h dy heself seems to be 
improving, what with cards at the Elks Club this afternoon, 

Mr, Bristoe or Bristal or whatever his name is, 
the cattle overseer, was better yesterday but was taken to the 
hospital with pneumonia this morning, A couple of cows had 
dropped dead in the barn beyond the wood lot, I noticed 
this morning. Perhaps the animals have the flu, too, 

I talked with Ann this afternoon, She said Ora is 
doing fine, she believes but suffers some •pain, —I believe 
it was an ovary operation, and Ora is one of those problem people 
who can't take the usual pain killers, 

Ann's girl friend, Annet.te Mill, —perhaps I know her 
and perhaps I don't, —lost her baby this morning which 
is probably just as well for everybody, and e specially 
the b a by itself since it was prematurely born by five months, 

I am surprised there was any life at all, 

Ann said she went to church last evening and while 
she was out, the children got to romping through the 
house and one of them fell and. had to. have five stitches 









From rhe FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M-5889 in Che Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARN INC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


VGGOi: 


10338 


10339 


run up to close the gash in the child's head, he baby sitter 
called R, B,, and so, as grandpa, he supervised the medical 
attention so ,that everything was in order again by the time 
Ann and Jack got back from church, 

I forgot to mention when s peaking of Ur, Bristo being in 
the hospital that his assistant, Bill teller, a negro, was thrown 
from his horse early Sunday morning, about 5, I believe, 
and remained where he fell until about 10 when his horse, 
returning home riderless, impelled people to look for BUI 
whose e,ye had been gouged out in the fall and so he is in the 
hospital, too, 

Today, being the 1st of the month, saw the Post Office 
heavily people hours before the postman would arrive with the 
Old Age Pension checks. Everybody seemed mighty pleased 
with the new checks for G n additionaly six dollars was 
present in every 3Uch check throughout the State beginning 
today, a political gesture by the Gcvernor who will 
leave it. to his successor to find the additional money but 
will retain the advantage it may give him when he announces he 
will run either fo,r the 0, S, House of Representatives 
or the. Se.nate , The clerk remarked that all tjie oldsters seemed 
delighted, especially those like the artist who had already borrowed 
the complete month's check in advance aid so f oUnd themselve with 
the six dollars and a larger check to start borrowing against as of 
Uarch 1st, In h&r delight, the artist must have completely 
forgotten that she was dialing me instead of Joe Ren Metoyer, 
for a while after, the checks had been distributed, my 
phone rang and a familiar voice, apparently not recognizing mine, 
3aid> . L 

"I done got my check,,.Is you m a kin' a round. Pa," I 
thought the ,al was going to collapse[ when I asked her what aL 1 
that tomfoolery was about, And so * ebruary gets under way 
and the oldsters, not down with flu, must be mighty 
happy all around tonight .. 


P. S,, 

If you had the good fortune to hear nvitation 
to Learning's Anna K a renina, the following observations 
will be pointless. But in the event you did not 
get a break, you may be interested to glance through 
a couple of random thoughts on the discussion , 

In the first place, theChairman was Mr, 

Backland or some such name and v orothy Peterson 
and John Fisher, Editor of Harper's Magazine, I 
liked all of the speakers and I am constantly falling 
out of my chair whenever Mr, Fisher speaks, it 
is 30 identical with that of i/iss Myra Virginia Smith, 

The discussion started out with the s tatement 
that this o'lstoy novel is really two notels, one about 
Anna and her problems, leading to disaster, and the 
other about Levin who with his wife,\dtty, were 
playing out the role of the happily wed, or a t least the 
family attempting to establish a family that would be happy 
because of the efforts of Levin and Kitty, The two 
gentlemen seemed to think the dual themes °f 
differing examples came off nicely while the lady dian 
seem to think so although she was in raptures over the 
herioic qualities of the book. 

It was agreed that the Levin-Kitty household w as 
pretty much that of Herr unde Frau Tolstoy, and, assuming 
that it was, Tolstoy obviously didn't foresee that his own 
married life was heading for something pretty difficult, 
especially for Frau Tolstoy during the author s later 
years. 

Assuming that the experts were correct, and there 
seems to be ample evidence in the book to support their 
theory that it is not one but two love storie3, —one 
revolving abouy Anna, the other about Levin whose 
ei 3 tences are not at all related, one cannot help 
asking one's sel, as did I, while listening to the discussion, 
why somebody didn't ask if the title wasn t mis- 
leading, since "Anna Karenina" as the noyel^s title certainly 
gives no hit that, quite aside from Anna s story, there 
is another to which the" reader,1 suppose, is to 
qive euql attention. Obviouslyfor the 
sake of clarity all around, it would certainly have been 
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Tuesday, February 2nd, I960* 


better*if the novel, therefore had been called 

"Anna and Levin", inviting the eader to give attention 

with equa interest to the two quite unlike family 

careers • I well recall the first time I read Anna Karenin a , I felt 

that the athor was digressing too much in the Levin section 

and I was forever expecting that Levin would, sooner or 

later, play 3ome major role in Anna's career which, of 

course, he never did • I'm incil ined to think that 

especially during the 19th century, and especially 

in Russian and English novels, —I know nothing of 

19th century German writers of their magnitude although 

I am sure they existed, there was forever a tendency 

a mong all of them, —Bostievski is especially noteworthy, in 

that they were forever giving unwarranted spi ce and unnecessary 

details to minor characters who too frequently got out 

of hand, so far as the author was concerned and tended 

to t hwo the3tory out of balance considerably 

B a ck to tonigh 's panel, —they all agreed that 
Tolstoy was 3uperb in creative ability and that he 
was equally deft in handling men and women. .As 
for my own opinion ~in this matter, I believe with the 
Panelists -.in this a tter but I'm inclined to think that 
Tolstoy's women emerge closer to the footlights than do his 
men in spite of the latter '3 excellences. At the 
moment I find myself thinking especially of some of the 
secondary figures in the social whirl of "War and Peace" . 

I h a ve probably complained before that Tolstoy was so wonderful 
in doing -the St. Petersburg society belles that I am always 
provoked with him when he drops them cold to pick up a 
flock < 0 / comparatively unimportant and not to fascinating 
soldiers to whom, I suppose b way of contrast, always seem 
much less interesting as personality creations than 
his glittering salonnieres 

Well, that's a bout the gist of my reflections on tonight's 
discussion except to say that, as any good Invitation 
to Learning, should do, this one moved me totell myself 
that I simply must re-read the volume again before long •••••• 


Memorandum• 

Cloudy and clammy all day with the promise of rain for 
the , morrow. One thing is certain, the old ground hog 
didn't see his shadow in these parts today and so I 
suppose we may anticipate thearrival of Spring within 
the next 6 weeks, - so, —about *-arch 21st , is usual. 

J. H. continues moseyingalong at reduced speed and 
eating little or nothing. I saw him in his office this 
morning. He said hewas feeling pretty good which is just 
his way of avoiding the truth by admitting he felt like Hell. 

a ut,as usual, he sticks doggedly to the positive side 
telling me that he had seen a physician yesterday. The latter 
told him that usually the flu drags along for two weeks and 
then 3 tops but that if he wished to take some fancy medecine, 
he could guarantee him that under favorable circumstances, 
the medecine, would put him back on his feet within 14 days » 

lythe Rand and Joan Frants were today's visitors. Blythe 
has a new Oldsmobile, —I think she would like 
the old part of the. spelling, and seemed to be in 
quite gay spirits. 

She want3 me to round up some of my colored friends 
and h-.ve them get her a flock of black birds which they are 
to skin and clean and put in the deep freese. She 
wants to make a big old black bird pie at the camp and wants me 
to come to sample her handiwork, along with some of her other 
friends • 

She said Ed Rand is just out of bed after a two week go at 
flu but that the re3t of thefamily seem to have 
escaped it. 

She said her lawyer son-in-law of Shreveport had been 
in Court on the ay 3 week or tjwo back when Sister 


f 
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came to seek out his professionalservices, During 
his absence, or r ather because of his absence, the lady 
enlisted the services 0 / one of his partners, What she minted 
was to get back her -license from the Police v epartmen^, 
the license having been taken up when Sister was the cause 
of the three way car wreck, Her reason for having to have 
the license was because she had tod rive her blind 
husband to his office, Heretofore one of his 

nurses has been acting in the c apacity of chauffeur, I suppose 
the absence of the license, —she had not obtained it last week, 
accounted for the presence of her sop as driver of the car that 
made the trip to BatonRouge and back last week end, 

If I should know Blythe for a hundred years, 

I should never hope to anticipate her reactions to 

any point two days in succession, She got a glimpse 

of the *liana garden whose main layout she could 

imagine and she volonteered the opinion that 

she liked it, I knew perfectlyw ell in advance that she 

wouldn't but, a s of today, at least, I was mistaken 9 When 

the flowers and vegetables get going, however it may very 

well be a different tune bu as of now it all sounds 

so out of character for one whose ability to propagate 

flowers and whose ability to fashion a garden is 

almost identical with Carrie's inclinations and abilities 

in the same line of endeavor, oth have green thumbs, 

love to work in the good earth and never has either seen beyond 

the outlines of a single, superb plant, so far as its 

relation to the balance of the planted place. 

Today '3 post was thin, only BatonRouge coming through 
and that without much news, 1 continue to marvel that 
I hear nothing from anyone concerned with the "Garden 
in the forest" film but sometimes I think 
nobody in that entire set up has much notice or concept 
of sheer interest in getting across what they are trying to do,,. 


Memorandum : 

It rained all day but as the thermometer remained in 
th 50's, it wasn t so bad, -the radio this morning 
mention that- Lyme was at 19 and that was aiv-ish, 

I saw five or six children having the time of their young live3 
this afternoon, wading knee deep in mud puddles, It 
struck me as an excellent past time for cultivating 
flu in view of the present super-abundance of that 
malady, ■■■ 

Yesterday I knocked off a column for Thursday, 
the 11th, under the title of "Spare the Saw andPpotl 
the Crepe Myrtle, I take it the mental picture of a crepe myrtle 
must have remained in my mind for last nigh I dreamed 
of turning the pages in the big old Duke of Anhalt book of 
Chateaux Royales and, to my surprise, instead of being 
in black and white, all the pages were in color and in nearly 
every garden there were big crepe myrtles in full flower, 

I-.must try my hand at grandiflora. or some such and see what 
the dream world can do about that. 

Carmen called me about mid morning. She wanted toread 
me a letter, signed^by the Hodges steward, C, B, yrd, 
but appa rantly issued from Ola Mae s± office, .It. was 
. addressed to members of the board of El Camj.no 
Real and stated that the board meeting, scheduled 
for tomorrow would have to be put off one week, —the 11th, - 
sinoe the present epidemic of flu had mad$ it impossible 
/to complete the film of The Garden in_ .th£ —c rest which 
was planned for the impending board meeting. Carmen 
went on to say, following the r eading of the letter, that 
her aunt, Mattie Breazea'le, had come to see her last night and 
was full of particulars about a delightful trip she had 
had to Shreveport visiting Cora Lee Perkins, nee Henry, 
who, either Monday or Tuesday, had invited her to attend 
a luncheon at the Department Club, one of. the more 
exclusive in Shreveport, She said all Aunt Mattie could 
talk a bout was the wonderful picture shown at the luncheon. 


9 
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a film called Garden in t he J orest, and that after the 
presentation, she had met the director, a Miss Carolyn Ramsey, 
who had asked her if she might be any kin to Miss Carmen, 



From this information, 1 suppose we may assume several 
things, including the f act that Carolyn is^up and dotna, the 
film is being shown and that either C. . Byrd or Ola M ae or somebod 
ought to think of something better by wcy of <ji e reuse for 
delaying the board member presentation than the fact that 
the fixture isn t finished, 

Early last week, ^ wrote Carolyn a note, telling her I had 
laid the foundation for her contact with Senator Sylvan 
Friedman when he and wife and gusts dropped by here, for, as I 
may have mentioned to you, the Senator is on the Committee 
of -tourism that will be handing out film contracts shortly . 

Carolyn has been 30 busy trying to get her Garden in the?orest 

film finished, 1 suppose, and you can smile if you wish, that 

she hasn't had time to acknowledge my memo to her on 

the Senator Friedman matter or to acknowledge a communication 

sent her the day following her telephone call from Clarence sometime 

early in January, In short, the Rocket is a bag. 


, At breakfast this morning, the clerk said that 
J, H, didn't look well and wasn't getting over his flu. At 
coffee. Celeste was quite happy and confided that J, H, was so much 
better, I saw him at supper where he ate almost 
nothing and said he must bw getting old, he felt 
so triflin', I am forever being astonished at the 
brilliance of people in one field, their folly inanother, 
and I must say he is a sple did example, 

s* ' ' C 

I hear a great whirring of wings from x the white garden, I 
reckon some of my friends must be rounding up birds for 
Blythe's pie The robins are beginning to come in with 
the first week in February and it s eems to me $uch a crime to use th 
for food, e ven though they and the black birds have piled up so 
much work for me'in the straightening out of the hedges that 
I suppose my pity will have evaporated before I get 
through with the hedges which c annot be undertaken for 
di other six weeks after the birds have gone. Next year 1 may 
da cut down the hedges in December and that may simplify or 
complicate the problem,,,,,,, _, 


Memorandum ; 

Tltis morning the Shreveport Weather Bureau said there 
was all kinds of weather for anyone's taking, and so it turned 
out to me, — much cloud3, some dark and ominous, some light 
and promising, some rain, some sun and withal fairly mild, 

his morning's post brought me a letter from Magnolia, 
written and signed by Mat Hertzog, 0 all people, I didn t 
know he ever wrote letters as he has never responded to any of 
of congratulatory nature which I have occasion to pen to him 
on occasion, * 


As both his mama and his wife, Dee, never fail to embrace me wh 
our paths meet, I found his tone a little formal when he 
addressed me as Dear Sir, 

Me said he had read my .column about St, Isadore with 
interest. He said further that he resented and he felt sure 
many other Catholics resented my reference to the Melrose Cat olic 
Churc, —he called it the lie Brevelle Church, as the 0 hurch 
of the Children of Strangers, He said I knew the name of the He 
Brevelle Church and he hoped I would use the proper name in writing 
it, ,He ,signed himself Yours truly, 

I may or may not respond but if I do, 1 'shall 
probably thank him for his expressed interest, recall that 
Celeste who gave him the statue and who i3 a member of the 
Church of the Children or Strangers volonte f ered her delight with 
the article, leading me to assume she didn t resent anything 
in it too much, I may refresh his membry that the land and 
the church, were given by children of strangers, that i is known by 
that name in various historical and literary works and on 
various artifax and that the priest who heads the institution, the 
correct name being St, Augustin s Church, often refers to ia as the 
Church of the' Children of Strangers and then invite him to see the a 
of that church in. FatherPallahan 's writings and other articles in 
the Catholic press, I shall not add that I have been interested 
^ in the title of land adjotfing the Church property, belonging 
to Josephine Hertzog, colored, and sister of Henry Hertzog, also 


• I 



» 







w n Papers. #H-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

,a Library"'Chapel Hi'l'l'.'TOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


10347 


10346 


Friday, February 5th, I960. 


colored, who is the offspring of Mat's uncle, Henry Hertsog • Over 
years, 1 have been told by various intimates of the Hertsog family 
that all of the male members appear to be so jealous of Melrose an> 
poor'Mat must have been moved by such-a-. silly impulse to write abo 
something having nothing to do with^the relative attributes of 
Maganolia and Melrose • 

I was sorry to learn today that Ora has been disappointed 
in her failure to recuperate as quickly as she had hoped and still 
is in the hospital with a tube of some sort imbedded for 
drainage, 

I dropped Blythe a line today, advising her that her 

birds are awaiting her pleasure in the store's deep freeze* The 

hedges are apparantly all q iet tonight in pursuance of 

word I put out that the gardens were closed to poachers from Magno. 

the c oJien place, etc,, for last night several cars came from 

several miles around, each filled with bird hunters who, 

unacquainted with the Melrose gardens, tromped down rare bushes, 

broke huge limb3 from grandiflora magnolias ;and generally 

added mightily to the wreckage wrought by the birds, 

By way of .conserving his energies, J , H, spent 
this morning in Alexandria and possibly the afternoon as 
well. He leave for Dallas by 'midnight or 1 a,m, 
train, Celeste will be staying with her mama at 
the 'hospitalas between now and Tuesday and thus I shall again 
be ble to assume my office of Master of the Hound, 

At supper tonight, . H, ate luext to nothing but seemed 
in a gay frame of mind over Wenk doings. He said Sister 
called him last night in a fine stew, It seems she had just 
been notified by her car insurance had been cancelled and she 
was furious and, I suppose, as usual, wanted somebody 
to do something about it in her fvaor but, 1 gather, 
nobody was doing anything, J, M, said further that John 
was back from his trip Bast, fidding it difficult to make 
a collegiate change in the middle of the scmestre. He will i ccord 
continue his work at Centenary College in Shreveport but, instead 
of living at home, will become a resident of the college, 
thus getting out from under the parental roof where the high-jinks 
continues at it same old mad tempo, 


Memorandum- 

Cloudy with a brisk west wind and not much warming 
following the radio weather report at 7 this morning, 
stating it was 39 in Lyme and 43 here • 

the bulk of it b eing 


Today's mail was fairly heavy 
trash stuff of no interest. 

There was some sort of a note from the^ocket which 
I shall enclose if I can find, I acknowledged it forthwith, 
admitting I had received the threat that she might honor me 
with a visit but assuring her that I did not cringe at 
the news, having heard the cry to often of "Wolf, wolf", 

I talked with The “irterprise for a moment this morning 
and was interested to learn that Mat had ordered several copies 
of ■‘■he Enterprise last Saturday, —the copy containing the 
St. Isadore thing, leading ‘Hie L nterprise to assume that he 
must have liked it enough to want to send it to various 
people, only to have some one subsequently tell him the 
Church of the Children of Strangers was all wrong. 

And that reminds me that a copy of the Houston 
Chronicle came to hand today containing an article about 
Miss Hunter. I ran through it in kangaroo fashion but 
seem to remember that the Chronicle, too, referred to t he church 
as thqt of the Children of Strangers, Well, 1 reckon Mat 
doesn t see the Houston papers so he will not be upset by that. 

Had I seen eleste today, T should have shown her mat s 
letter and a copy of my response but she did not get down 
from town. T shall save the correspondence for her delectation becau 
site and Mat's wife. Dee, are such intimate friends, it may 
be just as well thatCeleste see the correspondence before she 
hears about it frbm M a t,, now that he turns out to be more 
Catholic than the Pope, 
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Sunday, February 7th, 19 60 


ames, . .. 

2/iss Lee* 

, notifying the r 
the gardens, 
erybody, in - 
This afternoon Ezra 

_y * . i. j _ -• j- 

» 

and kinfolks 
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Memorandumi 

Two days of lovely, sunny and moony skies and the 
thermometer on the rather mild side. 

February 5th came and went an nothing turned up, as threatened, 
from the Farley O'Briens. And so, on Saturday morning around 
10, when I dashed out of my door madly-.to reach the 
Post Office before the postman had departed, I bumped slap 
into Irma and*arley. I thought they looked much as usual but 1 
later the clerk told me he had 3een them and would not have 
recognized Farmey because his hair had turned white. 

They were the bearers of love from Runt u illie, a bottle 
of jelly from Jean O’Brien and much cakes, wine and things 
from themselves. Ihey also mentioned having talked on the 
•phone with Fay, and all this before we had gone inside and 
from that mention of an' inhabitant of Baton Rouge, nothing more 
was said by them, and I never brought up the topic. 

They wanted to read me from Farley's manuscript about 
Marie I'herese and they wanted to skip up to Briarwood and 
they wanted to see Ghana. I suggested, over a cup of mid morning _ 
port that we go see *hana anq ,then they go on toBriarwood, what 
with the afternoon promising so pretty and they suggested that 
I meet them in town for dinner and I suggested we all return here 
for manuscript reading, and we did just that. 

““ 1 \ 

At Ghana Irma, bearing camera, wanted to get som'e shots 
of the frieze but what with tjie shadow so intense and the angle fro I 
the ground so pronounced, she decided she couldn t. They 
a 3 ked if Carolyn or anybody had ever taken the frieze and I 
said that I had hoped arolyn would make a round to do just that oe t 
it was put up but that I hadn't seen her and that she had never see: 
the frieze, a fact that seemed to startle them. Even as in the 
case of Baton Rouge people, so this mention of Carolyn was 
the only one made during their Cane River visit. I respected them 
for not fishing in my pond and I must most particular no to muddy 
theirs and the fish that might be dwelling in either pool. 

Only once while we were at Ghana, I skirted just a little 
along the margin of the pools, if they* cared to interpret it 
as such when, in speaking of Miss ormon and her one time work 
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ca?ne hy appointment, H e is Northwestern^ nhi’ Yi * +" d MrS * Vare 
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Iftmday, February 8th, I960. 


Memorandum 

t Clear and mild with magnolia blossoms unfolding 
at the tops of the trees, getting themselves 
"all sot" to he knocked 3illy along abouc Thursday 
when mother cold spell is predicted • 

* * t OA v l ^ *** •« ' 1 

I/ie mud puddles have gone but the earth remains 
pleasantly moist, giving me just the properingredients 
for a dab of transplanting. Accordingly I set out 
a row of nandinas along the fence on the north side of the 
Ghana garden, giving on the cotton patch beyond and neatly balancing 
the long row of crepe myrtles framing the south side 
of the place • T even got around to dig some siseable 
crepe myrtles to be given to the new hospital 
in town which seems to be going in heavily for. planting 
if no for landscaping • From what I hear of operations in 
that quarter, 1 gather the jo will present 
the impression of a Dormon planting but that 
will be alright since most people don't know 
if they a re getting a maximum or minimum effect 
in putting plants into the ground, 

It ioa3 nice hearing fromRobina, From 
what she had to report, j gather that somebody must 
have been mixed up about the program planned by 
the Department Club, Off hand, it would seem to me 
uhli-kely that the Club would have called on anyone .to 
review a book several years old since such 
groups, made up for the most part, 1 suspect, of 
• people who never crack a book, would scarcely take anything 
less than a book slap off the press. Personally, 1 have 
no dou t that the Ramsey film has beautiful scenes in it 
and I'm therefore vaguely surprised that 
the lady M obina mentions should have felt she had 
been enticed to the meeting under false pretenses 
or that 3he should have been disappointed in seeing 
what was shown. 

In answering the letter from Down South magazine, I 
inserted a carbon, thinking I would send the duplicate 
along to you but, as I signed the letter, it 


i 
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column having to do with crepe myrtles. 

Carmen called today to r. eport she_had just received 

soZiv lad for last THur'iav, tai boo., pootp ad until 
this Thursday but now the latest letter agpm 
postpones the meeting until a week from Jhis coming 
Thursday.. *ow Messrs Hodges and Byrd, Ueadanea Worn 
and Ramsey run their business, I. know notand I m glad 
I'm mixed, up in their operations no more tfian I am. 

In connection with the last statement, however, 

I might add that I did receive a phone coil from 
Millspaugh 1 s, stating, that '(issWord had left 

irllh .feft ZlfbTbv*. ^ ug n they 

had ragueatad invoice's by mail, they had never reciauad ° » 

s*.p vmx&F ” or 

charm inasmuch as 1 never fail to get a bill the s 

dTy lerchandise is supplied me from thadvertising Mart. 

I may have mentioned that a few months a go Idid a ir 

spade work with the Pecax eGrowers Assooiation and receive 
tentative agreement to underwrite the °* 

a Pecane Cook Book.. The contract was to b e aigned 
on February 28th in u atchez at the gathering of the 
Pecane Board there at that time. I can . l ™9' ne 
nothing more advan-ageous to a publisher tha 
to have an edition underwritten, —check paid 
advance with profit to boot, and yet I have been 
unable either to contact or get a line from 1 

;s**i nffi} a: W2:m‘£s2» B rSd*ss-«-«— 

Well, so much for fulminations > at this sitting and 1 shall 


Memorandum: • 

High winds, high thermometer and high jinks 
generally, without a cloud in the sky. It was 89 at Balias 
in, in spite of the spanking breezes here, up in the 80 s. 

f. H. returned from Balias last night. His voice is 
so x husky I find difficulty in understanding him. He 
continues dragging around in spite of his flu. 

At dinner this noon, we were J. M., —Cleste having gone, 
to the country club, the clerk, a couple of pecane experts 
andmyself. I was mildly taken aback when the clerk 
announced that Mat Hertzog was quite mad ^ at me for 
having v/ritten something or other in a recent column. I had 
not mentioned the letter to the clerk or J. H. The 
clerk said that some colored people from the Melrose 
area were in t he store this morning, reporting that Mat, who 
hates colored folks, was complaining bitterly that 1 was 
insulting the C ane“iver mulattoes in my column. Imagine. 

Today's post was remarkably uninteresting but 
I s/tail 3 end along a couple of samples regardless. 

On the visitor's side, there wa3 one delightful caller. 
Judge Joseph McCreden or McCreson or some such, of 
the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals. He was 
returning from Court in Hew Orleans to his home 
in Jefferson, Texas and stopped off for a look-see. His 
height, his manners, his consideration reminded me so much 
of lyle and his erudition was inspirational. We discovered 
we had mutual friends in Jefferson, la Kuntz and others, and 
he has known Carolyn for years but somehow had never heard 
di yone speak of Melrose until somebody in 
new Orleans asked him if he knew me and when he said 
he didn't, he had to go on and confess he didn t know 
Melrose. 

‘Q • 

We had such a pleasant go-round and such a pleasant chat 
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Wednesday, February lSth, I960, 


afterwrds, over a glass of port. Oh occasion in the 
past, he has had cases with the Shreveport vacks which 
brought in aother tie. 

i/e is a bout to become a grandfather on his daughter's 
side, his only sow having died some years ago.. T remember 
having heard of the Judge for ,a s I recall he was 
and still is the youngest judge ever to. hold forth 
in Texas, having arrived at that post when either 22 or 2 3, 
if J remember correctly which certainly does seem almost 
infantile to be putting on thewool sack. Perhaps 
the trnwt.ffios.t like Lyle, was demonstrated when he got up to go 
He said there would be some respite from Jourt duties 
in March, that he felt he could speak both for himself and 
his wife, although 1 never met the lady, and that 
he would like to have me come up to Jefferson to 
spend a prolonged week end as their guest which 1 thought 
indicative of his sweetness. Naturally, f am 

dreaing of being in the Jefferson area but it will certainly 
be . a pleasure to hear from the Judge. 

I m st say I am inde ted to the Judge for 
having said something which probabfr explains something 
asked by Sigman byrd of the BoustonPhroniole which 
struck me as either impertinent or 

incomprehensible. The judge was perfectly del ighted 
with all the gourds suspended on the Yucca gallery and the 
constant thumping noises they were making because of the 
brisk breeze and he made the point pleasantly 
clear. When the Houston iyrd.was here, he. simply asked- 

"Is this house haunted,". 

I don remember if the wind was blowing or not when 
Byrd was here but tonight, a s the gourds clatter away at 
a 'great rate, T assume that perhaps the^wind was blowing on 
that occasion and possibly that is what impelled 
the question. Be that as it may, a waxing moon 
rides high tonight-in a cloudless 3ky as the wind 
whistles up from the Gulf and the racket on 

the gallery goes on apace. And mention of Byrd reminds me to 
remark that the black birds are still gone and it s 
wonderful.. . 


Memorandum- 

Cloudless and cool, thanks to a twist in the wind from 
south to northwest. , 

7/e had been promised rain but it all got dumped in 
States to the Horth, Oklahoma, Arkansas, etc. Our breezes 
remained constant in the south until midnight, clattering 
the gourds endless and even taking the roof off the 
convent ac.ross the river but it didn t do any harm on this 
side of the stream. Shreveport measured the low barmeter 
reading of 28.07. Once before, —in 1902, — 
it sagged to 28.04. But throught. all yesterday, last night 
and today, the skies remained cloudless in this area, except 
for a dab of dust from exas now and then, and tonight the 
moon is as big and golden as a burnished wash tub. 

Some of the college boys who had confessed to nine 
break-ins and robberies received their s entences from 
the Court today, —3 years, —— ——suspended. 

I must pass that news along to James who, I feel certain, will 
agree with you and me that it is comparatively mild in contrast 
to the untutored negro who got six years for lifting a cow. 
Lycky the negro didn't steal 9 cows, 1 must sa say. 

I saw Celeste at coffee, she seemed more tense titan 
any time since November. She didn't attend the 
Board meeting of the Hysterical Ladies and the election 
of this year'sofficers. There was the luncheon at the 
country club, followed by bridge and as the meeting was at 
5, she simply couldn't do everything. 

She rather surprised me by saying she hoped her mama 
would be able to come home by the end of February. 

Nobody else seems to entertain such a hope and one wonders. 

I feel chatqd by the radio this week since Invitation 
to Learning didn t make the air waves this week. I'm 
glad I heard last week's go at the olstoy<.opus. 

I forget what was scheduled for this week and so I console 

myself by saying that I probably wouldn't 

h a ve known what they were talking about anyway. 
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As I turned the page, two thoughs struck me, frist, that 
I probably dated this memo the 11th instea of the 10th as 1 
should have, and secondly that I wanted to figure out tonight if 
I could about how much vegetable seed I was going to want 
for the^hana garden. I accordingly did nothing about 
the date but I did go for a little stroll through the garden, 
a little old black Grandpa clustering up every step. The garden 
was so pretty under the full moon. . Vaguely I figured the part 
I want to plant with vegetables in about S 00 feet in width and perhap 
ZOO feet in length. by some random guess, I concluded that 
I would bjs planting about a thousand feet of lettuce, carrots, 
beets and an equal footage in okra and corn, 500 feet for mustard 
greens, 600 feet of onions and a bout the same footage for 
tomato plants, egg plants and belle peppars. J . H. 
mentioned at supper that if I wanted any seed in quantity, he could 
obtain same readily enough and I shall supply him with 
a list on the morrow. It seems to me / can already hear the rabbits 
on sighting a thousand feet of lettuce and carrots that they have nev 
had it so good. It seems to me I can hear the clerk 

. * ... .... . . L 1. *i_ 4 P J. « 


Tursday, February 11th, 19 60 


Memorandum : 

Another blue and gold day but a little on the 
chill side, —sort of 40 like. Tomorrow we are 
promised some rain. 

I coffee-ed across the fence and found the lady 
quite chipper. There's d wedding on Saturday in 
Mansura, meaning she will be heading down that 
wcy on the morrow and returning at the end of the week, I 
suppose, following the reception . The prospect seems to afford 
,so much delight, it is quiteinspiring to 3ee what the 
prospect of a dab of road running will do. 

!ihe enclosed letter from Mi33 Wier speaks for itself. 

It is certainly unusual for a person, unacquainted 
with (jiyone in this region to write anything like it. 

I responded forthwith and have attached my letter to a 
Package containing a Hunter primitive which 
I think the[ lady deserves for having felt the impulse to 
pen such a note . I reckon she must hav read the 
article in the HoustonChonicle wherein the reporter 
mentioned that on the .day he stopped by her house, 
she was m without materials. 

The in-coming mail continues light, It 
seems to me acmes has been less communicative during the 
past 10 days. Perhaps he Mas been waiting to learn 
about the O’Brien visit which 1 reported in a Sunday 
letter which he must have had on Tuesday perhaps he is busy 
with his Isaac Erwin material. I hold the thought 
there may be no scuffling go ng on around the 
family hearth. 

It is said J. H. is getting b a ck a little color 
and that his apetite^ is improving and I am glad I was 
interested to leflrn, not from him, for he never 
speaks of such matters, that Madam Regard's 
hospital bill 3 are running around two thousand a month, 

I 3till think there's something altogether cock-eyed about 
hospitalisation charges. 


Smile 
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Friday, February f&th, 19 60. 


With all the talk on the radio about the 
Russians visiting HewDelhi makes me wonder how 
Helen is making out, if she is in India and 
when we shall be hearing from her. Purely, she 
■nust be busy enough, traveling in the tar tost being 
a full time job in itself, it is said, not to 
mention the articles she is probably doing for 
the Waco tribune-Times. I nope she has the 
good sense to let personal letters go by the 
board until she is back home -again, 

% 1 

A letter or rather a copy of the Hatches 
Democrat came to hand today, carrying an article 
about Miss Hellie's memory being honored by 
the Historical Society . As the paper bore no name of 
sender, I have no doubt it probably was 
forwarded .by Mr 3, Moore, although the fact that 
the cancellation was from Washington, Miss,, it 
is possible that some of the Drakes may have sent it. 

If I can set hand to it, I shall enclose it with 
today's Enterprise • 

In pursuance of news tonight, stemming from 
Nevada regarding diggings going on there in 
anticipation of future underground blasts, l naturally 
recalled last Sunday's visitors, wondering if 
the radio is talking about Hevada with a view 
to playing Louisiana underground tests are 
not to be dreamed of. It seems to me I have heard 
something about the Winfield tests during the past month 
on radio news reports but 1 'm not certain. One 
convenience „bout the salt mines is the fact that at least 
no digging has to be done prior to setting 
off those blasts, 

In what might be described as the height of something 
or other, Hr. Walker reported today that a 
girl, living almost within the shadow of the college 
in town, cannot finish the last seme3tre of her 
college career because, through lack of money, site 
must live at home and .as .the nearest college for students 
of color is atonRouge, it appears she will be 
unable to . graduate in June, I suggested that all 
of us had better get busy to see what we could 
do and said I wouM call back, as someone was tapping at 
my door. It was a Shreveport number who occasionally 
busy a primitive but day she bought two, much to my delight, 
for I could telephone as soon as she left that at 
least one contribution would be forth-coming, and 
will be interesting to see if enough should be pledged to 


Memorandumi 


87 outside but cosey enough inside, 

J, H, left for Alexandria this morning about 8:30, 
taking a plane from there to fewcrleans, with a view to 
flying b a ck to Alexandria around 9 or 10 tonight 
& d then driving back here. 

Celeste left at 8:45 this morning, too, heading out for 
Mansura and tomorrow morning's wedding, after 
which she plans to return home, 

Blythe is due to preside at Lafayette's Camellia 
Show, including tonight's ball , I. suppose, and tomorrow's 
and^unday's festivities , but .. 

About 9 this morning it began to snow and it has kept right 
on snowing ever since • 

You. never saw anything more remarkable, T guess, 
than what wa3 to be seen this afternoon all over the place• 

The snow, perhaps 6 inches in depth, i3 of the soft variety that 
clings to whatever it touches, including its brother snowflakes, 
3 nd the Chinese magnolias,. each wearing a high white hat, stands 
on branches of white Cararra six inoheses thick and you can't 
tell where the 3i ow le a ves off and the big house begins, 

• 

Of course most of the bushes, bamboo, eta,, not 
flattened'during the past couple of months by the birds, 
seem flat enough now and the big oak and grandiflora are 
sagging perilously. 

About 5, the clerk called me from the store to say 
the cook had just called him to say she wouldn't be coming 
to give supper and so I went to.the store to get something for 
tonight and had quite as marvelous a trip as I can ever remember 
h a ving taken. 

Whether J. H . will be able to land at Alexandria 
tonight, I know not but, after leaving the s tore, I went 
by hi3 house to discarge my services as Master of the Hound • 


I 










\ 
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I had difficulty getting on to the gallery, what with the 
snow having bend down the sweet olive bushes on e a ch side 
of the waLjc, making the passage closed. but I was glad I 
went by the front door, what with my discovery that the gdLlery 
had been transformed into an aviary where about 500 or 600 
birds were darting back and forth and generally littering up 
the furniture and floor. I know not how long they had 
been there or how hey , could have gained entry but 
there they were and getting them out was really quite 
a jobj what with the screen doors opening on to the 
sweet olives blocking the way # 

• 

I know not how long I was engaged in the business but 
long enough tp persuade Emmet and Erwin that it was their 
supper $ime and, hearing the commotion, they*, had come over through 
th snow to see. what, was cooking. I couldn't see them, 
being the same color as the snow aid their feet concealed in the flc 
a nd fluff but they followed me home without me having 
to call them. 

I write at 9 and it is still snowing. At 1 this noon, 
the Shreveport "eat her Bureau predicted no snow for Eh eveport 
but siad there was a band of the stuff falling from Many shouth 
below Alexandria. It certainly would be odd if there was no flurry 
1 00 miles to the North 

I was pleasantly surprised this morning when Ora 
telephoned me. She s eemed to be in the best of spirits and had 
no,end of hospital adventures to report, so many, in fact, 
that I never did get around to ask her when she got home. It 
is my understanding that she will remain in bed for some time, 
for it appears that there was a career and the ope re ion rather deli 
ut she is busy writing stories about her experiences, all on 
the humorous side and she asked me if Celeste would drive me up 
for an afternoon next week so that she might read them to me and 
get some opinions. She said she had tried them on R. B. but 
his legal mind precludes fiction. She said he had a 'phone installt 
at her bed so she might chat with me.but the disadvantages of 
a party line make talking very long impossible. 

I'm planning on quitq a grand e veiling all in all• 

There's a potato baking in the u uch oven and there seems to be 
quite a lot of stuff I like, such as crackers and chees, bread and v 
Eormon cake and I know not what all. I have a lot of 
work to do, including a column about the birds and in lieu 
of ice cream, I shall step out on the gallery to view the 
snow whenever I get drowsie-like........ 
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Sunday, February 14 th, I960* 


Memorandum: 

Beep blue skies Saturday and today with a brilliant sun that meltec 
snow from the trees but left the local landscape with 
a blanket of white about six inches thick. Alexandria's 
temperature at 7 this morning was 14, Shreveport's at 29, and 
the Shreveport stattion announced that dwellers in that city 
might view sno.w if they cared to drive 30 miles south. Alexandria 
remains blanketed. 

I must say I think J. H. extremely short sighted so 
far as his health is concerned. Friday's snow continued without 
n let up from 9 a.m. Friday until 5 o'clock Saturday morning. 
is planes were grounded, J. H. hoped a ride to Alexandria from 
the rescent Qity. At the air port, he got his car and headed 
out in this direction. 'Che hour was 3 on Saturday morning and he 
got as far a s the spillway before the snow proved too much. Then 
he 'phoned an overseer and thus got to the store at 6 a.m. 

I could scarcely understand a word he said at dinner or supper yesterda\ 
His voice seemed fairly normal today, however. 

Celeste remained in Mansura until Saturday afternoon whe the 
roads had been opened and so made it back here by sunset. 

» 

I headed out toward the post office at the usual hour on Saturday, 
realizing I would probably be hours ahead of the mail which would 
undoubtedly be .slowed up by the si ow. But I wqS wrong, for 
the pojstman had already come and gone, meaning <.that my Ftday night's 
mail will not go forward until Monday morning along with • this. 

It seems the trucks or trains or whatever that bring f>he mail 

had failed to arrive on Saturday morning and so the postman had left 

empty handed and made the rounds merely to pick up the 

out-going mail from the various stations but, being a couple of 

hours ahead of the usual schedule, .there was mighty little 

for him. to take. 

Some secretaries finally thawed ou» a little and I got a few 
letters read. It seems to have been flu that held up 
letter writing on the part of James I had r ather expected something 
from Kay as I had written her twice while she was in South Carolina but 
letter riting doesn't seem easy for her. The letter from 
the Lost Word seems to be the longest I con remember. The enclosure she 


9 
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speaks of arrived just in time to be endorsed ond sent on to aid the 

senior college student, prevented from attending college 

in her home town because of her pigmentation, I never wrote a piece a-o 

the African House to better advantage, it would seem, The best 

thing about the forwarding of the enclosure is that I can do so through 

the enterprise so that the student of whom I had never heard before 

will never know at least one . of the contributors to the educational fund, 

Thanks to the s ow, I go.t a little extra reading done this week end 
I concenteated on the February Readers Digest a nd was glad to find 
few new '.Calking Books listed, I ordered ohn Gin sworth s 
"InChancery" and Moss Hart, "Act One", 

The article about the Lincoln murder mystery was an 
interesting review which pointed c'larly enough to Secretary 
of War Stanton as the probable chief vilain in the whole sorry 
business. 

Ora called me at 7 this morning, I must say she always 
seems especially animated and unusual ly mentally 
vigorous when flattened out by an operation. She hoped, 

Celeste might drive me , in one day this week, preferably in 
the 'morning, to attend her reading of her manuscript, She says 
R, B, is more anxious than ever that she should make the European 
jaunt, —if not this summer, at least in the following. She said 
I, S, Willard had telephoned her last night after talking with me 
and had remarked that she was going to »urope in 1861 ad how nice 
it would be if they couli . travel together, I suggested that they plan 
their trip so 'that I, S, Millard can concentrated on the archives m 
Provence while Ora is attending Oxford or Cambridge, iving each a chanct 
to be alone during a portion of the prolonged summer, 

Oray s ayeth further that the lady doctor had been to see her, had remar kt 
upon Mat's letter and had told Ora that she Liked all 

my columns just as much as Mat appears not to have liked at least one, 

I find myself wondering how Blythe made out in her 
Lafayefite camellias in snowbanks week end One advantage of the snow for 7 
has been the absence of road runners which is understandable enough,,,. 
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Monday, February 15th, 1960, 


Memorandum j 

Cloudy, 50 -ish and drizzling this evening, 

I hold the thought the drizzle mqydisolve 3ome of the snow. 

Twenty billion f n scents of Valentine remembrances arrived 
by today's post instead of Saturday which certi nly 
would have core tr hind then, had there been any mail 1 t 
all. 

The card, its decors, the gay piece about the bay 
leaves are just grand and the portraitssuch a promise 
of delight for the Arenbourg birthday. 

Last night spoke with so much fervor ,,bout the lovely 
Valentine gracing her mama's. mirror at the hospital which 
she had wanted to bring me to see but which she couldn't 
remove from her mama's room since the latter lady set such high 
store by it. And hour later when I gathered up my,, own 
mail at the Post Office, I could, in a way, appreciate 
the Reegard enthusiasm but it was obvious enough to me 
that, without anyone but little Miss Lee and me knowing 
a yout it, mine outshone the Regard itemtwo billioii 
times oner. Anyway you look at it, today was a pure 
St, Valentine '3 Day and I love it all because of 
Lyme, ' . 

1 here was a card, enclosed, from Mildred Cunningham, 
signed "Secret Admirer", a hame s,te borrowed from 
a birthday greeting I had sent her on January 14th, 
for I always send her a greeting on that day because she 
and Miss Canmie always exchanged greetings on the 14th, 
it being the natal day of both ladie3. It seerns odd that 
almost a month elapsed before Mildred figured out the 
original "Secret Admirer", * 

lu today's poso came an envelope . containing 
a somewhat laconic note and a one dollar bill. Since 
the note, as you see, requested that the dollar bill be handed to 
the a rtist, I called the later to tell her she was a dollar 
richer than before, . 


I 
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I don't recall if I mentioned last week that the Post Master 
had handed me a letter from.a Dallas lady, expressing a wish to 
provide the artist with painting materials. Perhaps I sent 
the letter'to you and perhaps not. If I did, and if you 
can discover the name' and address of this Dallas lady, I 
should appreciate your kindness in jotting it down for me. 

Perhaps I simply threw away the letter. As I recall, 
the.letter was typed but the address on t he envelope was not. 

wrote a couple of pages to the 
the artist has poor judgement 
gets for her pictures, my efforts to 
hand occasionally, and, in appreciation of the 
inquiry, I told her I was sending a Hunter primitive 


Be that as it may, I 
lady, explaining how 
about the prices she 
lend a 
lady's 


as a gesture of appreciation. I take it that the enclose 
communication stems from tliat correspondent but it seems odd that 
an artist, as she described herself, .would think that a dcllar 
would go very far in buying paints, boards or brushes, and 
since this note is not typed, I'm wondering if the original 
letter, —the one to the Post Master, was contrived by someone 
else on behalf of the writer, I should so much like to 
think that in reality, the letters hav come from somebody of 
the same race and aspirations as the artist for whom the dollar 
was sent,, I might ask Daisey in the Dell to make 
inquiry, were 1 able to recall the name of the person. 


A call from the Parish Library today .had to do with entertaining 
a flock of librarians here sometime in May. As most 
of the Parishes repres nted are hill billy, I look forward 
to the reception with scant, enthusiasm, having known so 
many librarians who never cracked a book in the first place, and 
so many Louisiana librarians .who pretty much represent 
the cultural short-comings .of the Parishes in which 
t they reside. 

I was provoked again tonight when the Hew rleans CBS station 
cheated me again by not esenting Invitation to Learning, 

I hope the same thing doesn't happen next week, the third 
denial in a row, enabling me to recall the Currier and Ives 
print of the nurse maid, pushing the strawhat down over the eyes of 
little Gertie, a3 the policeman kisses the maid who is saying : 

ftTltis is the third time I. have told you to put your 
hat on properly." 
smile. 


Edith Porter's le tier is dull enough but 1 


V • 




‘■Tuesday, February 16th, 2960. 


Memorandum • 

Cloudy and in the 40's, but somehow warm enough 
to melt quite a lot of snow, praise the Lord. 


Ora called me this 
and H, B, at their home 
f would try and drop by 


the college 
be resuming 
office will 
very happy since 
there during the 


morning to ask me to lunch with her 
on the morrow. I declined but said 
one morning later in the week. She said 
her to say that although she will not 
the faculty until next September, her 
exclusively for her. 1’his makes her 
shjs plans to spend a lot. of time working 
next six months since she finds she can 


and written 
Iter post on 
be reserved 


accomplish written work with less distraction in an office that at 
home which I can readily understand, °/ie said she 
took a ride on Sunday and although she must remain in bed 
most of the time, she is allowed to get up to break bread with 
her family. 

Somehow I get the notion that she, like everybody else, 
is inclined to give no thought at all to plantation folks 
having a schedule. Slie knows quite well that I would gladly 
drop anything for any length of time to lend aid to a 
friend but that consideration is not based on the realisation 
that unless the need is urgent, there are plenty of things 
claiming one's attention. I am qu\te sure, for example, 
that she would expect herself or her daughter, Ann, to drop 
everything and come .to my assistance, should I require it but 
I don't believe she ever 3tops to realise that I am almost as 
busy as Ann and that I wouldn't think o calling upon either o 
them unless there should be something pressing and, since 
she is now entering upon her recuperation and has six months ahead 
of her for a measure of leisure, I think there is no 
great rush about me going to twon to listen to her 
manuscripts. Gladly would I devote 

years to such a service and think nothing, of it, were there 
any emergency but I must say I be-grudge the loss of a whole 
day's labors, which a half day .visit would eqiire, 
were I to accept her invitation. 

Somehow it all reminds me of two types of gardeners I have obser 
over the years. One time manages to collect big piles 
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Wednesday, February 17th, 19 60. 


of ■trash and fine examples of foliage uproar and keep it 
intact as long a s possible, apparantly to impress whoever passes with 
the evidences of much labor whereas the other type is forever 
smoothing away the trash and giving the impression that never 
does gardening require examples of uproar, Praatxxsx Practishon - 
ers of i^he latter method are either indifferent to what people thinfr 
or pre-suppose that anyone with brains will understand that work 
pr ogresses because of work and that there's no need of beating 
the drum about,the vast amount of industry going on, ^ut, even 
as one migln suppose that there's no labor in maintaining 
a well operated household, so people, even as in Ora's case 
at the moment, seem to think that just because they aren't 
confronted by inordinate confusion at the end of a 3pade or atop 
of keyboard, work is presupposed., 

I suppose the R, E, A. annual pow-wow must get under way 
within the next week or so, reminding me of one such 
annual gathering that somehow took the local folks through 
Lyme. I don't remember where it will be held this year but 
vaguely it seems to me in Florida or perhaps Atlanta or possibly 
Hew Orleans or Dallas, On February 28th and 29th the 
Pecane Growers Association will be meeting in IJatchez and I assume 
some of the local folks will go. One of the pecane men from the 
Federal Experiment Station in the Shreveport area mentioned the 
other day that he was having to appear on the program but rather 
resented having to pay-thirty dollars for the go-round which, 
amona other things, covers not only hotel, banquet and tour but also 
the "gift" of some book by Harnett Kane to boot. He didn't 
know what book was being included. Perhaps ''Natchez on the 
Mississippi", I suppose shall not go, not having 
been able to get a peep out of the Lost Hard about the a bility 
of her press to turn out a volume on pecanes for the 2 or 3 thousand 
dollars the Association is considering advancing to charge 
°ff to public relations 


I had to transmit a telephone message' 
and the lady, in thanking me, said she was 
to spe'ak to me about-her two sons. One is 
and getting along fine, the other is a seni 
and says he wants to g,ive up school and bee 
wanted my opinion as to whether she s .ould 
I told herl thought the youth should finish 
then if he still wants to be a barber to le 
that in the end the m uld-be barber will pr 
farther than his brother. Doubting my sine 


to a mulatto neighbor today 
glad of the opportunity 
in his first year in colleg 
or in highschool 
ome a barber. She 
"make" the latter go to col. 
his high school and 
t him be one I opined 
obably get just as far or 
erityat first, the lady 


Memorandum j 

ploudy all day and a little on the clammy side, with 
a drizzle beginning a t first dark and the promise of 33 degree 
chilliness for the morrow, 

I did not go to town and 1 did not hear from Ora although 
that may o may not be because she did not call. As a matter 
of fact, I was out of doors most of the day and so beyond 
the reach of a 'phone, 

I was delighted to have four men appear on the gallery 
at dawning who wanted to work if there was anything to do, 
here were lots of things to do and, surprisingly enough 
I discovered by nightfall that they had achieved just that, 

This is trimming time for crepe myrtles and scads of them 
were trimmed, Mitchell, the axe, who delights in doing 
nothing picked up branches, three feet in length, placing them 
in heaps all over the place so that b sundown, the gardens 
looked more than anything like the s torage space of a manufacturer 
of brooms of the variety the street sweepers in Paris are want to use. 

I had two wheel barrows going at the same time and quite 
independently of the trimming business, 1 ‘hese were devoted to 
transporting Giant's Beard from the side gate area where it has 
multiplied in excess, and rf-locating it in the hana garden 
to further the outlining of the parterres, which, because of their 
size, seem to require tons of the stuff, and tons they are getting. 

It is pleasant to report that the snow is disappearing very 
swiftly now and 1 doubt if there will be a trace left on 
the morrow, fallowing tonight's rain, 

I da coffee-ed across the fence this morning a t 9, 

The lady seems quite happy. She says she hasn t decided about 
going to St, Louis to the R, E, A, convention as yet. he 
special train would depi rt on Sunday and a, H,, at least, 
would'be revtingon Thursday, —by air, 1 suppose. But, 
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dL though the lady hasn t decided about going, — St, 

Louis is not my favorite city , — I am told by the clerk that 
plans are being made for her sifter to come up from Man sura to 
be with Madam Regard next week in case Madam Regard should 
be without kinfolks at the hospital. 

• 

It is pleasant to report that, at long last, I got an 
Invitation to Reaming tonight , ihe subject was Ibsen's 
Brandt, a play I have never seen and never read except in synopsis, 
and never though 1 would care much about seeing since 
rigid revivalists never excited my imagination much. Next 
week's discussion is supposed to be on Dickens ' Tale of Two Cities, 
but whether it will be broadcast or not is problematical, as 
are ell Learning prog ams. I suppose the book 
is the best known novel of the French Revolution, written, I 
suppose at least three quarters of a century* after that convulsion 
began. W# seem to havegone only a bout 40 some odd years 
since the Russian Revolution made its bow and so, perhaps, it is alitblt 
early for a major novel to appear having to do with that event, 

Some to think of it, we seem to have h d cuite a few mere exciting 
biographical accounts, —autobiographical accounts of the 
£ Russian Revaluation than the French Revolution but 
I don't know of any first rate novels about it that have come 
to light, —that is, with the Russian devolution as its setting. 

Perhaps it is still too early, P erhaps, too, the Russian 

Revolution lacked a lot of the glmor and contrast and "good^ 

theatre" that lighted up so many things concerned with the French 

Revolution - L he decapitations in the Place de la Concorde 

w a s in such imposing setting as opposed to the shootings 

in a cellar away off at the other ends of the earthat Tobolsk or 

whatev r was the name of the ■“ussian doings. Settings in 

life and death do make a difference on the public imagination and 

it must be admitted the Russians came off bt second best in the handling 

of heir big scene, 

l’m stilll thinking of the nice mail of Monday, and most 
especially of the lovelyValenfine and all that its several messages 
brought to me from Lyme' I find myself thinking of Lyme 
in relation to the Founder's birthday week end, hoping 
that prolonged week end may provide a measure of repose 
and relaxation for little Miss Lee • 


■Thursday, February 18th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

After an inch of rain last night, the skies cleared 
and today was sunny and cold and it will freeze again 
tonight. 

It was such a delightful surprise to find such 
a grand 'letter from Lyme,,as of Monday and Tuesday, in 
today's post 

I am indebted for the picture it presents of all that swirls 
in your neighborhood and I was especially happy to learn of 
the impending evening to be shared with the girl friend. 

May that association continue regardless of dL 1 the 
tempests set afoot by exterior forces. 

As for the books you mentioned, I subscribe to every 
thing you had to say and, am indebted to you for acquai nting 
me with details about a number of titles, all of which sounded 
just grand to me and dL 1 worthy of including in the 
Congressional list, I don t recall having heard 
of "The King Must ^ie" and shall pr^ess for a copy 
forthwith. I should think the extended novelof the 13th 
century should be just the sort of thing that should be recorded. 

I suppose Eleanore of yuenne may figure in such a tale, and, if so 

that should make it doub'ley interesting for that lady 

has always impressed me as being among the 

more remarkable of the inordinate num er of remarkable 

ladies from the 11th through the 13th century. 

And thanks for telling me about the Henry Adams volume. 

You, Miss Hate and I should all lose our minds over it, I 
should think. In his Education of Henry Adams, Mr. Adams , 
likeWill Percy, cuts short any reference to the 

respective trips to Samoa with maddening brevity in some such fa3h 
at the close of a chapter on something or other, by merely stating: 
so I took time out and went to Samoa". Perhaps 
in this volume, something will be said about the Henry Adams - 
Robert Lo.uis Stevenson meeting on that island, — a meeting of 
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Friday, February 19th, 1960, 


two of the extraordinary minds of the era, and what a pity 

that ench seemed to nettle the other, .As the 

book concludes, I believe you said, around 1900, it 

probably do.esn t touch much on the trip along about 1894 — 

nineteen hundred four, to Normandy with the enry Cabot 

Lodges that eventually resulted in "Mont St, Michel et Chartres . 

I forget when the Cameron interlude took place b t it seems to 
me that was in t he 1890(s, a;tjpigj ot ,au 
have extended further,. I believe Henry did 

nuite a bit of casting about for particulars regarding the Burguno 
Lleanore of Guy e line, Anne of Castille and other ladies who probabl 
figure prominently in the novel in severql volumes 
you mention, 

I kept my secretary late this evening, what with 
a harum-soarum of addressed to be fiddled with, —letters from 
people, sent to the Houston Chronicle and forwarded to me without 
a covering note, each communication carrying a check or a bill 
intended for the artist. Why these aren t s eijt directly, 
to the .artist, I know not but since they a ren t, I feel 
constrained to acknowledge them all whenever possible, 
although sometimes the speet . 0 / paper to which they 
are attached, usually the ills, carry only some brief 
message, indicating theyare for the artist but bearing no 
address of the senders. She doesn't know it but Miss Hunter 
would really need a secretary if she didn't already have one who i 
looking for such a job but simply fro someone who can read, I 
figure, however, that a note of appr ecation from her may eventuall 
turn business in her direction and the Lord knows a letter 
is a cheap enough form of charity. 

The clipping bout the Ann Parrish millions is interesting • 
One would have thought Ann had more common sense but 1 think I 
understand the somewhat twisted co\icept that impelled her to 
dispose of her fortune as she did. and someday I shall go into that 

Things are booming in the gardens in spite of the cold and 
I have enaugh work stacked up here in front of me to 
carry me through nights of labor for weeks on end and, although 
.-I fulminate about some of it, secretly, I relish it . 


emorandum • 

Clear and 40 like, following a hard frost last night. 

Only little patches of snow remain, mostly in the hedges. 

One thing I did not get around tp report last night 
was the destruction by fire of the b onrad Point Cottage 
near Baton Rou e. This is that imposing ante bellum home which 
was occupied for a season by ^Va?ices Parkingson Keyes, It was a pretty 
house a nd whital imposing but not one of my favorites • 

Obviously of the 18 50 vintage, big columes and such like, it 
has never been properly.^ set forth historically, A d a ndy 
example is a » occasional statement that Dafayette 
was a guest in the house • As I recall, the Marquis was in 
Louisiana in 1886-1824, long before the heroic pillars of the 
1850's really got to going , 

I called T'helma this morning to .ask how things turned at 
Hodges Gardens yesterday, She said the films were really 
remarkably beautiful • John went with her and he 
was upset because when Northwestern State College was 
shown, the sound track referred to the place as the 
Normal School for Teachers, or some such, which was the name 
of the institution in the old days • She didn't know 
if that correction could be made in the sound track or not • 

She took a catty slap at Carolyn in this fashion s 

The r egion is identified by making use of the great 
bronze doors of the State Capitol at Baton Rouge, depicting 
the important historical scenes of the State, with 
the camera brought to focus on the section depicting the 
first 3 ettlement under St, Denis at Natchitoches, "an exceedingly 
clever idea", sayeth Thelma," which probably she got from a 
camera man in her employ," That is typical of the constant 
attempts on the part of Thelma .and Carmen to detract from Carolyn's 
artistic gifts which, silly enough, they seem to be 
might jealous a bout, just as though there weren't glory enough 
for all • Later I talked with James Hyde who also 
attended. He said the films were marvelous, He felt 
the one, "Garden in the Forest", would perhaps appeal more to 


1 
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Sunday, February 21st, I960, 


people interested especidly in flowers since it shows a great many 
close-upswhich he said he thought Ur. Hodges had requested. As 
the name implies, it is about a garden and perhaps the close-ups 
will no bore flower fanciers. .As for the other film, 

"Echo of Empire", or some such title, he says it is equally 
beautiful and will probably be much mo e popular. He says there 
are several shots of Melrose, all of which appear excellent. So 
much for that. 

As for Carmen, being in the hospital, she did not 
attend. At coffee this morning, Celeste said Carmen 
wasn't doing so very well yesterday and was seeing but 
few visitors, —not surprising, —since she was under 
an oxygen tent 

i • 

today's post brought more checks and bills for 
the artist. One was interesting in that it was made out 
"To Sigman Byrd for Clementine Hunter", —something I had 
never seen before, Siman yrd being the reporter who did the article, 
The artist seemed pleased with all this new batch of money but 
it m st have gone to her head in a way for when, later in the 
day, she brought me a picture she had promised to 

paint for a client, asking me to wrap and ship, she wanted a dollar 

more than she had contracted for. I pointed out 

to her that it was bad business to jump prices between quotation 

and delivery but she remained adamant and sow ithout y 

further ado, L gave her the extra dollar and shall deduct it 

from incoming checks and bills that undoubtedly will be 

heading my way vai the post on the morrow. Regardless 

of my stepped up secretarial duties in making acknowledgement of 

all these .in-coming contributions, and no matter 

how strangly the artist reacts of this unexpected at shower of gold, 

Pa is .riding high, never having had such excellent wet 

groceries, thanks to the artist's infatuation. It 

is an interesting sidelight that Pa has been courting two 

1c dies at the same time, the other being Madam Regard's nurse 

who is at present hesitant about marrying Benjamin(joe Ben( 

Metoyer because she feels intuitively he lacks stability, i ccording 
to Celeste 

At long last, 1 learned today that my reading machine does not 
play the 16 r.p.m., but a new machine is now ou that does and 
I'm going toask for one slap• Hardening wasmy chief occupation toda\ 
and so the world turns........ 


Memorandum• 

A couple of inches of rain came last night, after a gloomy day 
but tonight the skies, although partly cloudy, have enough broken 
spaces, to let through huges arabesques of star dusted blue sky. 

, It was so pleasant to find Wednesday letter . in Saturday’s 
po'st and to hold the t ought that Wednesday night's outing may have 
held some delightful moments -in the breaking of the bread. 

I am so glad you recalled to memory the book Ray Thompson 
did with text and photographs. Mow it appeared had slipped my 
mind until you described it but now I remember perfectly. It 
was so kind of you to offer to let me see your copy but I believe 
I have one either here or at the big house and now that its 
appearance has been brought back to mind, 1 shall be ble 
to lay hands on it readily enough. 

It was a happy co-incidence that you mentioned the Lincoln /• 
matter in your letter, as between Broadway and Amsterdam between W2nd 
and 65th Streets. I had j'ust run ucross a reference to the 
place in Friday nigh reading but a s no reference was 
made as to just where it was located, I found myself wondering until 
your letter cane to enlighten me. 

I have enjoyed the clippings so much, both as tothe 
Lincoln matter and the deaths of the two writers. I had not 
heard of the passing of these two people and, a s I am acquainted 
with their ritings, I was especially glad to be brought 
up to date. . 

Saturday's post also brought this week s issue of Life which 
seems to contain m ch material I want to explore and there 
was a record from the Library of Congress, one side of which 
gives instructions on how to use Talking Books and 
that was read by A. Scourby, esquire. The other side 
is given over to the c ommemo rat i on of 25 years of the UhlkingRook. 

E. Roscoe Morrow manages that side of the record and a number 
of familiar vpices are also incorporated into the disc, 
inculding Katharine Cornell, Alexnader Wollcott and others. It 
is quite a fine piece of business and I have enjoyed 
it once and shall re-read it before I knock off a letter of 
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appreciation, 

Juanita A. drove over from Conroe , arriving here at 
noon, just as 10 e were about to sit down to dinner. Joe had 
come in from Arkansas Friday night. That was all I saw of 
Juanita who left immediately after dinner to go to town with Celeste 
and she headed out for Texas before dinner today, I wished I 
had had an opportunity to chat with her, she is such a nice 
person. I believe returns to Arkansas on the morrow. 

The reason Juanita A, returned home today was because she 
teaches and, even as Louisiana, so all Texas schools seem to 
pay no attention to Washington's birthday, so far as taking the day of 
I could see how this might be so in the case of Lincoln but 
it strikes me as exceedingly odd in the case of Washington, 

I am sure both States must have heard of eorge Washington bu 
perhaps neither of them realise as yet that eachis an integral part 
of the United States. 

Celeste and J, X. took off for St, Louis right after dinner. 
Celeste was so gay, contemplating the impending frolic 
a nd anticipating returning in time this week end to go 
to Hatches next week end for the Pecane Growers Convention, Life 
is so exciting and delightful if one can but be constantly on the jump 

mile Little King drove, home from camp, — SouthCarolina, I believe, 
onFriday night. He had a drink or two on Saturday morning and it 
almost knocks# him out. Jefferson Brown, son of Murphy, 

Fug a bou's boy and Fug a bou's daughter, asked if they might 
drive the qar to town. Little King got in the back 
seat to "rest his eyes". Fugabou’s boy was driving and 
hit a white couple's car, fracturing the brain of their baby. 
Fugabou's boy kept right on going. The law picked them up 
an hour or two later. It would seem 

the Melrose contingent at Angola may well be looking for old 
friends almost ax y time soon. Surely, as noted a bove, there s 
nothing like the big road. . 


Ora had asked if I cou'ldarrange to receive her and 
the lady doctor this afternoon and I had expressed enchantment but 
Ora called later to say the^lady doctor had been on a merry go round 
through a night o exhausting rounds, including visits to 
Carmen who isn t doing much better, all of which afforded 
much quiet which I secretly loved..,,,,. 


Monday, February 22nd, 1960. 


Memorandum : 

Cool in the .40 [ssc ant humidity, except under foot, and cloudless 
skies. 

My 'phone rang a little after six this morning. It must be 
the Pocket, I told myself but I was wrong. In reality, the 
closest I got to it was a lady who looks like the Pocket,— 

Ora • Manifestations of excess energy always seem to me like 
little clouds along the horizon, —indicating nothing in 
particular but suggesting that excess energy is often indicative of 
something or other that is unlike usual patterns of behavoir. 

Ora explained that she thought she and f>. B. would be t ble 
to s sen re a diarykept by a lady in the Bermuaa area, the book 
having been inherited by the writer's granddaughter or some such. 

All Ora wanted to know was whether I would help her 
in doing something with the diary. I would. I think 
it is no necessary to cull anyone at six in the morning for such a 
thing although I was in no wau inconvenienced, being at my desk 
at the time and, catching the phone on the rist buzz. 

Still, 1 think the hour of making thecall is indicative of 
, unusual forces a-stir. 

There was an early call on Sunday, too, and I was impressed at tl 
time by the unusual depths of analysis of various kin folk who 
usually get passed over, either thought courtesy or indifference, 
wit scarcely a word or phrase. . 

The Sunday call was to get an address of the Pocket that 
might get a letter through to her, —a question difficult 
to answer but I gave the Advertising Mart, hoping that might do. Late 
there was aother call to r ead the note addressed to the 
Pocket, asking her to jot down on an attached card in a 
stamped self addressed envelope, giving the name 
of the literary agent in Hew York who had been sent 
the manuscript of a short story 2 or 3 years ago. The"ocket 
had sent Or^ 's manuscript to theagent for her and later Carolyn 
had handed Ora a section of the letter from the agent, 
stating that the Reporter magazine was interested. I know of these, 
of course, but I did not know, as Ora then related, that 
there was notation at the bottom of the letter reading something 
like:, "Bon t bother about this manuscript. I think 
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I have one that is prhaps better. C." It all reminded me 
of letters Miss Commie used to begin to somebody, relating 
ent-.usiastms, which would get tucked into a flower catalogue, 
to b e discovered six months later, the letter concluded 
withouth the writer ever reading what she .had jotted down 
at the first go-round, with t he esult that the s econd part 
sometimes seemed in pure juxtaposition in fact andin 
enthusiasm to the paragraph just above. 

Ann called me this noonfo a little chat. &he said 
3he thought her mama was making fine progress, seemed bubbling 
ovwe, with energya'nd was apparantly as happy as a clam. Ann said 
that Pat and Juanita had given such a delightful 
Pa rt U S or about 60 oh Saturday night . She sayeth further that 
Pat was in bed today with flu, —and working cross word 
pu:zles. , She said an acco nt in the offices of 
Hodges Snterpr ises had confided to lack that Hodges had sold 
certain oil wells to meet a two million dollar bill end 
Jack was wondering if money was short • 

Joe is still here, leaving, for Arkansas tomorrow. 

He and Dan sat next ■ L r each o 4 !icr c. u supper tonight and 

Joe, patting himself on the back, spoke of how busy he had been 

doing plumbing all afternoon, "otherwise the house might fall down ij 

neglected", to which Dan replied that he, himself, had 

long hofled it would. ,4s soon as supper wasover, Joe couldn't 

wait to scurry to Yucca to expound his feelings • 

I talked with Mrs. Walker this afternoon, suggesting she do a bi 
editorial on how G-oerge Washington's birthday doesn t get 
observed in Louisiana and Texas where schools function 
as though there were ho G. Washingon holiday. .My point was to 
pin the matter of the.D. A. R. cells, so active in reactionary causei 
so inactive about observing the birthday of the most vital figure 
in the Devolution. I think she liked the idea I guess I should have 
used the subject for a Cane Diver Memo as I am bound to knock off sov 
dab of something before calling it a day but perhaps 
'I shall come up with something although just what, 1 haven't any 
notion at the moment. The day has been a busy one at 
gardening and I'm already Iseepy but perhaps 
a cold coke.will give me a new lease on life ........ 
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Tuesday, February 23rd, 19 60. 

V; 

Memo ran dim: 

. 

Today, wcatherwisc, a transcript of yesterday, clear 
and air-ish. 

Celeste's siter, Celine Roy, came out this morning 
at coffee time and relaxed until mid afternoon when she 
returned to town. She is a* younger edition of her mama and 
sweet-sweet, remarking that she had taken her mother's personality 
while Celeste had taken her papa.'s. 

We walked in the gardens a little and she said she had met 
so many people during the past two days at the hospital 
who sent messages by her to me. She said, among other things, that 
the lady doctor had asked her to tell me that she and some lady,— 
it probably was Ora, would be coming out to see me on Wednesday 
afternoon. She said she had met a Miss Willard, —Madam Regard 
telling ^eline that I. S. Willard had never married, and that 
Miss WiH ar( i had told her to pass^along word to me that 
she had hurried back to town when Tier brother had fallen 
ill• I didn't know I. S. Willard had a brother but she 
might have had a dozen. Madam Regard has forgotten about I .S . 
Willard .having a couple of grandchildren. 

interruption ..... 

I. S.*illard, of all people, just called. She said she had 
so much enjoyed talking with Wames on the 'phone last Saturday 
before getting the cdL 1 to get back here in a hurry. She 
said he was so gay. She said Kay was in Morgan City. Does it 
strike you we hear little from or about that lady of late. I dropped 
her a line a couple of times while 3he was at the Bluff which 
she may or may not have received and once since her return. 

Did I mention Blythe and Joan Frantz pasedd this way today, sayi 
that la Briarwood is in a tizzy because she has ordered a second 
edition of her book before half the 1st edition has been sold and 
has mortgaged Briarwood to pay the bill. I find it difficult 
to believe .this. It came from a lady who frequently gives Carrie 
a great big hand-out and I'm just wondering• Well, a mountain 
of work awaits me ai td the clock points to il and I must^get 
busy again a big morning on the morrow to give me a day s work at 
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Wednesday, February 24th, I960, 



Blythe got her Briarwood news from 
a lady whose name eludes me who is forever gadding about the worlc 
and every once in a while dropping in onCarrie to give 
her a financial lift. i. Randold Keupler was with this 
lady and eaven knows what Carrie really told them and how 
they relayed it. D ut the point, as Blythe 
understood it was that Carrie had taken the money la 
Storm had sent to pay all hospital and doctor bills and put that 
money oh a second edtion and then, needing the money for the doci 
and hospital bills, had mortgaged Bria rwood to pay off 
those charges . The la ies may have been mixed up or 
it may be that Carrie thought the story adequate for further 
assistance from her wealthy nle xandria friend. I don t 
see that it matters so far as Carrie's business with 
her financial betters goes but it does seem a pity that she 
should hav jockeyed things around, — if she really has,— 
so that Briarwood is a gain in hock in what bails down to 
be a Snd edition of a book which has stalled in its sales 
before Italf of the first edition is sold. I had 
supposed the 1st edition was already sold out almost in advance 
of publication but apparently not 

Last night 1 tried to read % a little from In Chancery,— 
the second volume of the Forsythe Baga but I got to resting 
my eyes almost before got started. I like Glasworthy so 
much and qnly regret, even as,does little Miss Lee, that 
there ian t more time in each day for getting caught up 
on books one would like to explore before drowsiness 
sets Atiang today's letters was one from Ray Thompson 
and another from Martin Hirsch. With Blythe arriving 
at the wrong time, I didn't get far in Martin's but I 
gather lie must want some pictures or Gobelins or some such, 
since a letter from that quarter usually 
indicates business as the excuse for writing, no matter 
how cordially they may be couchid, .. 





Memorandum ; . .. t 

Rain, begining at 8 this morning and 
continuing right along during the past 13 hours, not to 
mention a chilly wind which will blow us no i e, I hope , 

I was so glad to get some transplanting done between 
dawn and the rain so that the tfiings, finding themselves in 
a new siiaution, will scarcely sense they have been moved, thanks 
to the dampness and unaltered temperatures. 

For the balance of the morning, J had fun changing 
things d bout in my boudoir What I liked best in 
the al terations tas the taking down of the primitive panel 
at the end of my desk, —the one that appears 
to the left of the picture window in the Picayune front page 
illustration. For years I have treasured an early 
Hunter that is quite vanGogh in appearance, —yellow 
and black in large measure, the ye-lla.w bing daffodills. 

% 

I had forgotten how long the panel had occupied tliis 
place and didnt realise, until ,it had been removed, 
that the w a lla had been painted at least once since the 
panel i had been installed. Under ordinary circumstances, 
this might have presented quite a problem that would 
have required the panel being put back or the room 
re-painted , But, happily, I recalled 
several pieces of Lowells, —the same paterial as 
the draperies and putting my hand into the depths of a 
grab bag, I drew out a length and thereat is incredible, — 
the thing being exactly the width of the panel and of a 
length that stretched from molding to well belong my desk top 
ad withal, hemmed , And so.I simply attached it to the inner 
side of the molding, tacked the molding itself back 
into its accustomed place, and, loi the wall was 
completely covered with the 3ame type of 
f a bric thgt ran along' on - each side of the space where 
the draperies frame the window, laughing the while 
in my beard as I hung the Hunter-pan ogh and wondering how 
in the word such a perfectlengtU. and width of m terial, could 


I 
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ever have been made for some other purpose that fitted 30 
neatly into this new one, —and more mir culous, 
that I should have ever encountered it at the precise moment 
I needed it. 

Ora called me about 10 while I was engaged in 
my re-decoration, bubbling over with enthusiasm 
a bout some scheme that she thought up, something ..bout 
getting a sbabatical year so that the college will pay her 
while site devotes her time to work on the manuscript she mentioned 
yesterday, etc,, etc,, etc, It was easy to see that Ora had 
been bubbling along instead of resting and I was delighted 
when she said that she planned collapsing during the afternoon 
and catching up on sleep which, of course, meant that she and 
'the lady doctor would not be honoring me this afternoonn, 

'I should have been glad tosee them both but with the gardens 
all a-wash, 1 felt the trail they would have had to negotatite 
getting here would have been a little arduous • 

firs, Halker called at 7 this evening to say both the 
Enterprise and the 1 imes were holding their presses, not 
for a story but for photogrcp hie plates, all of which for 
the respective periodicals, were somewhere betweenShreveport 
where they are made into plates, and Natchitoches, Delivery 
was expected hourly so presses could start turning. 

She also read me a bhort letter from the Lone Star State, 
stating that, in the opinion of the writer of the 
letter, the CaneRiver Demo was written by a gri.at man, —Lord, 
have mercy, —and the. column was worth the price of the subscrition 
if the paper contained nothing else, I suvpose this is 
to balance off the communications fvf the Mat 
Hert 2 og variety, The letter was signed by ilrs, John 
Lagrange Spinks of Crockett, Texas, Surely there is 
nothing like remaining behind a b a mboo for one to get the out¬ 
side world confused. 


Quite unexpectedly, on this Wednesday ntght instead of 
Monday, Invitation -to f earning came through, —a Tale of Too 
Cities, Surprisingly enough the Harvard professor on the pro¬ 


gram stated that this v ickens novel is taught as tiLe ideal 
model for contempoary dective story writing, All three gentle¬ 
men agreed that it was forces and events rather than characters that 
mattered in the s tory, all of the chaecters being merely 
two dimensional although they all seemed to agree that 
in spite of the unimportai ce of the characters, one 
of these, —Madame Defarge, never failed to scare them to death 
as and whenever they re-read the story, 1 had 

forgotten all 2 boyt Madame Defarge until they mentioned her but 
on remembering, I must confess I felt a shiver run up and 
down my spine . 


Thursday, February 85th, 19 60, 


Memorandum 1 

Strange sort of weather, what with the sun shining all 
day and the thermometer never s taggering above the 30's, thai ks t 
a brisk >orth wind, slap off the ice cakes. Tonight it is 
clear, too, the breeze still blowing from the same direction and 
the stars as glittering as only a frost can make them. 

It wc3 such a pleasant surprise to discover an air mail from j 
Lyme in today's post, I am so especially happy to know that 
the two ladies had such a grand time in breaking bread and attend 
the theatre, I hold the thought that by some miracle, the 
recent invasion of the bull in the ina shop did not upset and 
irreproably crack the finest piece in the shop, 

0 

It was so kind of little Miss aee to pass along the 
Dallas address and to give me the benefit of the time element 
involved in the two communications from that quarter. The 
datesof the 11th hnd 15th instants would certainly seem to 
indicate, even as your appraisal of the two hand writings, that 
these communications issued from different individuals, 

. My day was a busy one, cluttered up with little odds and end 
such as getting people to doctors, writing letters from dictation 
for three sons of the soil, unable tp write themselves and 
consumed with misgivings about having others than one they trust 
in lending a hand with confidential communications, 

I dropped by next door with a view of wishing the lady 
a slap happy natal day but learned from the servent that she had 
deprted for town 10 or 15 minutes before coffee is 
usually s erved, I left a little gift as a reminder of her birthd 
and can already here the conversation opened by 
her when next we meet : —"I'm mad at you . you 

shouldn t hale given me anything,,,, ,1'm really mad at you,,,,,,, 
a line that is as old as the acquaintance • 

It was nice to know you had heard from that quarter and rece 
news covering local personalities. It is my understanding 
she-and husband will depart early-early on Sunday morning for 


f 
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Friday, February 26th, 1960, 


Hatches and that they will r turn by luesday. 

I had a 'phone call from Ora this noon, reporting 
site had purchased a diary from a lady in town, having 
entries for the years 1862 - 1859. *he said she had 
paid flue hundred dollars'for it which struck me as probably beii 
abou jour hundred fifty dollars more thdx the lady could have 
secured for it from any other source. It is the one 
that she wishes me to give her admice about in making 

thrt°r n b °h Ut ? ** \ Ue f 1 ve hundred is perhaps something 

that can be charged off 'against recuperation and may provide 

V' 9 ^ may expended tnthe months ahead. 
hn+/m Gb h * DTa looks llke the Socket suggests, perhaps, that t 
it pos ^ ssed JJe 3 ™e remarkable energy and perhaps 

it is vital to them both that they keep themselves in a perpetual 

that'n ash'H l if b °l nd t0 accept tUe orbit constellations 
in through the sky and then vanish for years before puttU 

m di other appearance, so must one accept the driving fo ce behinc 

personalities such as these. Vere one to ponder on ihYntUr, ™ 
?^h C nlnn 7 07?te , a + 0l!, i d to the conviction that, like a spinning top, 
i U ito +f° P i* mUS i nece3ait v keep ever spinning to avoid falling 
into the discard, what with their inability to carry on if not tin 

whirling at a rate far beyond tne usual tempo. 1 

in+*Jl{+ th if n0 i 0 f UreS i 1 9Uess none are °S an y particular 

tL ,i f+ 9 +i il 3C 5 im L d i S are SUcli sweet P e °P le but so lacking in 
, 9 *Jt that made Madame de Sevigne famous. The letter 

from Martin suggests that CaneRiver primitives are still to the fo 

miahVhVt n a + lett V *1 Uartin • su J9 e ting that deep summer 
m.ght be a good time for the Nieman-Marcus visitation. 

I shall try to get off a letter to Ruollph tonight, too, but 
that is more difficult to write. I am bound to ' 

acknowledge news of the death of hisfather b t I shall 

il V fi tat inn'll S °f 6 W °i ° S 3 ide -stepping his request for an 
invitation* to come here to spend a week end. Not t he least 

ItiTl X!? P^t regarding a visit is the fact that I 

s /7. geel l e should have assumed responsibility for the actions 

an a little hVl+r occas J on when sWf vanished and there is 
ml, Itl* VS bl \ f. ca,,l,ot oeem to erase, —the question in 
my mind if one folio, certainly of no interest at all to 
his friend, did no perhaps take flight to Renton rather 
than where ever his friend dwelt I hope I am wrong in courting 
such a possibility but since I haven't eradicated it, I should be 


^ . .. 


Memorandum: 

My radio this morning said it was 39 and raining at Lyme. 

It was 22 at Yucca, the sky a remarkable Delft blue. And the 
sun kept right on shining all day without bothering to exert 
much influence on the t ermometer and it is freezing again 
tonight and so goes the strange patter of this winter's weather. 

Last night, before responding . to my impulse to flatten 
out, I forced myself to knovk off a dull enough column 
for next week under some such title as Lost Plantations . 

It was fairly late when I had finished but j wanted to finish 
the last few chapters of Galsworthy's inChai eery which I did, 
a nd then, being fully awake, I simply had to sample a little 
of Moss Hart's Act one which read itself so smoothly that 
it was really much later than I had supposed when. I finally made 
up my mind to go to bed. 

It's curious how the habit of getting up at a certain 
hour seems to operate even when one ought to be getting 
an extra minute of shut-eye and so it was this morning and 
so it was that when my 'phone rang a little after • 
six, I was at my desk. It was Ora again, with much 
enthusiastic talk about her new diary. <5 he 'phoned again 
just as I started getting the noon news, bubbling over with 
enthusiast that she had somehow secured a whole suitcase 
full of her sister-in-law's most priced documents^ including 
the remarkable Prudhomme family tree which Madam Beaufort 
turned over to her to be placed in the college library vault 
during the visit of the 1 '. Vernon Cloutiers to Roches er, 
Minnesota, during the time of la Beaufort ,s absence, 

Ora may have photostadted anything she wants and, if I 
interpret the feelings of Ora, the whole business will be , 
microfilmed. She said R. B. was complaining that his wife 3 
energy is wearing him out. I doubt if Ora knows that 
ladies having the type of operation she-has just experienced 
usually manifest such bursts of energy that never seems to 
get back under control. I trust she is cutting out 
enough work for herself so that she will be able to 
concentrate on her research and thus return to the family hearth 
at the end of each day with a measure of reduced momentum. 


I 
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Su;v'ay, February 28tli, 2960 


Memo randum 


Saturday clear and cold , Sunday cloudy, drizzley and warm. 

■Pie postman must be feeling the urge of Spring or at 
least he came ouii of hibernation so early on Saturday morning, 
he had made his rounds two hours ahead of schedule, —hence no 
out-going mail, 

A little after six on Saturday Ora called about more 
things she had rounded up for her forthcoming diary-book. 

She said the lady doctor wanted to b ring her down here on Sunday 
qfternoon. 

Saturday afternoon brought me same pecane people, — 

College Station, Texas, folks and very nice, en route for 
Matches, 


This afternoon a Hr, ieatty of Stanford, California, came to see 
me on somebody's recommendation. . e is a geo log nt jio had 
run, over to the Mississippi Valley from the >Jest Coast to observe doings 
of the Atmnic Energy doings in the Winfield salt mines. Like 
other geologists I have met, he struck me as interested in lots of things 
outside of C-eograp^y and it was, apleasure to hear him talk abou books 
a n especially a bout Henry Adams, Robert Louis Stevenson and 
such like., 

I didn't get an opportunity to attend to any mail and 
a secretary who was supposed to come after supper never aid, 
show up. It is pleasant to note, however, that among the letters 
is one from the Dallas lady whose address you so kindly passed 
2 long. Obviously you were right in your interpretation of 
the second letter and how it had nothing to do with the, other. 

And while - think of it, 1 want to tahnk you for having told 
me about the article on the,/all Street property in Matches which, 
of course, I had not heard about \inti-l you passed it along. Do 
not send it to me but if you will retain it, 1 shall be glad 
for sometime I should like to refer to it when turning my attention 
to Spanish matters in the Bluff City. 

r- 9 

1 listen with a musement to aL 1 the carryings-on in the 
Senate these days over the Civil Eights debate, 1 was especially 
pleased to hear one Senator quoted, as declaring, that although he recogniz 
the Senatorial group in which he figured, —I believe it was 
Mussel of Borgia, - still even a minority had its rights 
and he proposed fighting for them. It seemed to 
me one might take the words right out of the Senator s mouth 
a nd apply them to a lar,er minority in the South he is opposing. 

We are promised cold and rain for the week enxd which doesn't seem 
to damnen the keeness of my neighbor to get started for the *luff °ity 


After I had worn them out with a tour, J. H. took them 
for a whiz around the pecane orchards. Supper had been over 
n half hour b efore he had sent them on their way. I sat with 
him while he ate. He said he had been wanting to see me to 
ask if he should take down the old barn beyond the bindery and weaving 
ho.use. ' turally, I said it should be pu back in order and given 

a new roof. Actually, he is bound to have known my notions on 
the matter, as he had asked me about it .last Spring. What 
he simply wanted was somebody's assurance that what he had already made 
his mind to do was .right, I suppose he and Celeste left 
this mornigg for Natchez. t 

Ora called me at 6 this , morning to say she had rounded up 
a lot more stuff and to report that $he lady doctor has a difficult cas 
that is keeping her close to the patient and so they would 
not get down today. t 

I. S. killard palled at 20:30, reporting she was going 
South and wanted to stop off to take a snapshot of the ^hana 
garden. She said she would be here in half an hour. She 
arrived promptly at one o'clock and remained until 2 but 
didn't take a"y pictures as she had left her camera at home. 
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Monday,February 89th, I960, 


I hoped to get a bit of reading done this afternoon for 
I a m enj ying the picture f of the theatre that Moss H a rt's "Act 
One" presents but I didn't get very far. 


Sea 

then, q 
people. 
,J, d, in 
said the 
much of 
hundred 
tl*e .othe 
I think 
Harry co 


retaries who couldn't read interrupted quite frequently and 
ite unannounced, the Shockleys arrived with a couple of 
It wasgood seeing them but -*arry is rather like 
that he cannot "stay put" very long at a time. They 
y had just driven up to say "Howdy", which probably isn't 
a drive for them but Lake Charles must >bea couple of 
miles and I suppose it is as fur one way, coming, as it is 
r way, going, Were I to invest 400 miles in a drive, 

I could relax momentarily in the midst of it but 
uldn't for very long. 


While .they were here, the artist called to say some old 
friends of mi.ne wanted to see me and could they come over, I 
responded negatively, — not until my other com any had departed. 

The old friends waited at the front gate, — a couple of 
attractive young women from somewhere in °outh Louisiana whom 
I vaguely remembered having met two or three years <igo, I 
don't even recall their names and didn't even usk to have my 
memory refreshed. 

Today's radio reports that the President is showing signs 
of fatigue on his South American tour. It is further said 
that this week end, by way of relaxation, he is withdrawing 
to 3 ome mountain resort for conferences with the Argentine President 
and a few rounds of golf, J, H,, his voice still proclaiming 
evidences of the flu, plans to confer with the Pecane Growers in 
Hatches tomorrow, getting up at 4 o'clock on Tuesday 
morning, to get back here between ? and 8 o»i Tuesday, 

It reminds me so much of the all night jaunt through 
the snow on Lincoln's birthday when 1, H, pushed on from 
Hew Orleans to almost home instead of getting a good 
nightfs sleep in the £?escent City and returning h*rc by plane 
the following day. *hy a person, showing signs of fatigue, simply 
, could relax and leave the golf links to themselves &hd more rested pic 
I cannot imagine. This mania to be on the jump constantly strikes me 
being utterly se.iseless and I marvel that humn a n peings can keep up 
this merry-go-round existence so endlessly and to such little 


Me ioran dumt 

Cloudy with a blustery north wind blowing off the ice cakes 
a nd the promise for Tuesday and Wednesday is the same thing except 
for rain or sleet be$in tossed in for good measure, 

Ora didn't cell until 7 this morning. She had much to tell 
about a trip she made to the library yesterday and her inability 
to use the college classified room although the keys were avail¬ 
able and she herself had but recently contributed a treasure 
of manuscripts to that section of the college librbrary classified 
room. Som;bc''\ i/’cs sticking tr he letter of the law and loosing 
a gift of great price by taking such a stand, She had asked a 
certogopher to meet her there to reproduce a faded map and 
so she had towait for the cartographer's arrival to tell him the worh 
could not, be done. As the man is a close personal friend of 
the President of the college, it all seemed mighty absurd 
andwill perhaps dampen Ora s enthusiasms and a little dampening 
wouldn't do any harm, since she has more than ten times 
the amount she should have at t he moment. 

9 

She had her son call me t is afternoon to ask if I 
would receive Father somebody from the Hatchitoches Cathedral on 
the morrow. I would. Everyone seems to think the man 
7 uite a whiz and I know I shall enjoy seeing him although 
i have more work stacked up than I slid 1 ever be able to 
surmount. Perhaps I may press the good Father into 

d a b of secretarial work which would be nice for me. The ^ 

I-everend father, it is said, is an avid reader of the Cane iver Memo 
and because of his interest i \i it, he wanted to chat with the 
author. If he really wanted to be real nice,, he might bring 
me one of his own compositions for 1 eeem to be running mighty 
thin on copy during these busy days o pre-planting 
ope rations . 

I, was delighted to hd e two strong arms appear on my doorstep ti 
ing and T made the most of their availability to get 
to work on the gourd trellises, removing some old' banboo and 
subsaituing new ones, extending the trellises themselves aid 
generally carrying on in preparation for the dvent of old 
Primavera. 


wm 
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Fat Tuesday, i'arch 1st, I960. 


Celeste's servant called me this afternoon, asking me 
if it would be alright if she headed out tonight with her 
brother to attend tomorrow's Mardi Gras in New Orleans. How 
wonderful it must be so young and gay as to think nothing 
at allibout driving through the night to get to the rescent 
City to spend the day in frolic and then return through the night 
to get back on the job. 

The news from Barnes that Kay had suffered a fall and 
borken her hip or some such was sad news although I am 
a little curious that the accident was avoided until now. 1 suppose 

^ames bplieves the best way to keep a secret is not to confide in 
fji yone although I should have assumed that'by now he ought to know m 
well enough to feel assured I should no pass the tidings 
along to either the East or the ■' e$t £xoast. 

7/ith a measure of luck in the other things a w a iting 
my attention, I shall probably do a little reading 
before folding up my beard and, if so, I slid 1 undoubtedly 
finish Moss dart's "Act One, I still think it an excellent 
book but I do find it could be improved in places 
byshortening it up a little and 1 think of this 
every time I read and re-read hjs observations a bout 
the necessity of constantly pruning wofds from the 
script of aplay and feel the more the same thing should 
have been applied to his manuscript of the autobiography, 

If one may a ssume that Mr. Hart wrote his autobiography, 
displaying, s it does, such a wide acquaintance with all sorts of 
things,the occasional although rare use of a. French phrase, etc., 
one cannot b t regret he didn t include something about 
his own education which doesn't seem to have included graduation 
from High Echool le .ving one to infer that he must have 
broadened his ed*cation considerably outside the school which 
fact ought to heighten interest in his career. It must 
be conceded, however, that the Autobiograh is more of 
a 3tory about how an ambitious youth with louds of 
tallent makes the grade into the show business and 
p rhaps is more ibf a hand book for theatrical people than 
for laymen. 

And now I must bre^k off and do some work and then see what 


"emoranumd : 

o 

Cold, sleet, rain and that just a hout sums up the pelican 
State's weather situation for this go round. Anybody who wants to frolic 
in the big road ought tp have it pretty much to themselves. I had 
thought it the height of folly when I heard_that Representative Hebert 
had engineered the Nay into sending a couple of submarines to 
New rleans so that Mardi Gras prticipants might take the opportunity 
of a holiday to go over to the Mississippi and inspect the submarines t 
but I changed my mind as the day progressed and concluded that had I been 
in t heCrescent City, i should have perhaps preferred contemplating the world f 7 
inside a submarine to consider things a%\ they must have appeared on 
the streets of New Orleans under the unpleasant atmospheric 
conditions obtaining' throughou this entire rea, with the radio promising 
more of the same sort of stuff for the next couple of days at least. 

I coffee-ed across the fence this morning and was delighted to learn 
that everything in .Hatches was perfectly darling throughout Sunday and 
Monday. J. H, made one tour, celeste made three but as . evereux wasn't 
open on either of those days, they did not get to see Miss Myra. hey 
did get to meet Mrs. Moore w o was receiving at the Briars, and 
they met Myrtie and Charles at the hotel, and Celeste participated in a 
tour that included Mistletoe where she had an opportunity to chat 
with Mary Bambdin and. all the ladies were darling . 

At Hope Farm, Celeste introduced herself to Catherine lalfour Miller 
a s a friend of mine and Katherine immediately wanted to chat with me, poor 
lady, who, since 1938 seems to have been wanting to do honors for 
one elusive pilgrim with whom she has never yet caught up. 

I am sure the tours must have been a success for Celeste seems impatient 
for October to arrive so she can get the local pilgrimage under way. 
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In spite of the sleet, lather ^on aid Damiens came down from town 
to chat with me for a couple of hours . j -e seems like a good 
egg and I think he will be coming back b t I hope 

he will wait until some of the mud puddles have evapor. ted so he can 
get round a little and see some of the things I think 
he would enjoy. 

Cn Sunday, a week ago, they buried Brosie Pec.de at 3t, Mathews and 
next Sunday they will bury Borsie Peace, jr,, who died in Alexandria 
last night „ This means, I suppose, that Levy Peace, 
currently at Angola, who was up a week ago for his paPa 3 funeral 
will be permitted to come up again this Sunday for his brother s. Little 
Brosie, as everyone called him here^ dthough he was bigger than 
his papa, even as Robert and little* obert, had three or four 
children and was only* about SO, if I remember correctly . I 
believe he was the most conservative of his amily and never 
go i mixed up in playful games like his brother, UcKinely who 
h a d a butcher knife, run through his he'art a few years back, or 
like Levy sho shot off his wife's head but merely a 
quiet, healthy citizen who a stonished eve ybody by 3imply 
dropping dead 9 Hveryone seems to feel somehow that £ Little 
Brosies somehow cheated everybody by passing out in such 
a prosaic fashion. 

J, ({., d though s till hoarse, was gay enough at supper. 

He was a little late in arriving, having been in Court to settle the 
case about the pecane tree that was roughed up by some car last summer. 

He had settled out of Qourt for i»'340.00 to avoid having the case 

drawn out endlessly in a suit that would have entailed examining 

all the plantation account books on matters pertaining to and not pertaini 

the cultivation, care and productivity of pecanes * He referred only 

once during supper to anything else but did pause long enough to 

say : 

"l sure was out among your folks over in Hatches and 
, they were all asking about you and wondering why you weren’t there." 

That "your folks" is so typical of J. H., and anyone present 
unacquainted with the set-up would have assumed, of course, he was 
talking about my relatives . 

I've got to do some desk work tonight and that wi 11 be 
pleasant enough, what with all the sleet outside and the cosiness inside. 


Wednesday, arch 2nd, 1960. 


lemor c ndum: 

Cold and rainy with a freeze for tonight and 
more clouds and rain promised for the morrow. 

I seem to have been, on the jump f rom morning 'til night but 
I can't seem to think of anything worth while 
undertaken or achieved although there were plenty of 
little old odds and ends to be taken care of and jperhaps 
they account for something but I can't think of what except the 
taking up of time. 

I knocked off a column under the t\t'le of 
"God and Hatches" last night which wasn t worth the 
Paper it was written on, having thoguht I would try 
to improve on an earlier attempt. I listened for 
a while to some ible slappers and fell asleep without 
, getting any news. I awoke about twenty minutes of one, however, 
when Andy knocked at my door. He seemed quite upset 
because his brother wasn't feeling well and had 
come to 'phone his uncle in town to talk with him 
a bout the case. It seemed like a fairly late hour for 
such discussions but time is only a elative thing between 
sun-up and sun-down and whatever transpires between daw sun¬ 
down and sun-up doesn't really matter. 

I think Andy had had a shot or two and that may have 
acco nted for some of his disregard of the hour. I fell 
asleep while he talked, but he awakened me half an hour 
later and I gave him some asperin and some epsom salts for 
applying to a swelling from which his brother was suffering 
and off Andy went in the rain . He said his 
uncle would be down to pick up Albert this morning 
but by 3 this afternoon, the uncle hadn't up in an appe arance 
a s yet. Andy .had asked me to arrange for a car to take Albert 
to town last :L 'hur3day to see the doctor and after some effort, 
the car was secured with driver and took Andy home to pick up 
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Thursday, March Zrd, 19 60. 


Albert who had changed his mind and decided he wasn t going to 
the doctor and so on and so forth and thus people dire on the 
plantation but, miraculous to relate, some of them live, 

i-re called this afternoon to r eport she had secured 
the serpices of a secretary and that work was beginning 
on her material, *t the same time, however, she 
announced that she and a. j. , were le a ving tonight 
for Hew Orleans to attend some lawyer's thing a nd that 
seemed daring enough for an exi-oper ation patient, 1 
need not try to understand such 1 flyings up and down the 
road for I never shall and as everyone says Ora looks 
just fine, I can see no point in anyone 
worrying but I » do not cease to marvel, however, 

T put a batch of letters in a separte envelope this evening 
and addressed same to little Miss Lee, I think there is 
nothing of any particular interest although 
the •ccount of Kay's accident gives a clearer 
c ccount that I had recalled from the initial reading, 

I have been thinking quite abit about two places in the 
Hart autobiography, "Act One", 1 found them both 
arresting. One is about in t he middle of the book about 
returning to the condition he found it the shack he occupied 
during one summer in Vermont where he-was entertainment director. 

The other plucq is towrd the end where he wrecks, atmospherically, at 
least, the apartment where he and his parents have been livin.g. 

Both episodes strike me as such jarring notes, such unimagi,inativc 

things in a book filled with imagination that I return to them 

in thought over and over again, wishing the while 

tltat if these two things are ture, the author had left them out, 

they seem so malevolent and so uncharitable toward 

unknown people who woujd be occupying the places next. 

Moss Hart is undoubtedly an artist and in writing his excellent 

book he has had to decide what to put in and what to leave out, 

as much every artist in every creation. Perhaps there 

was a ghost assisting Mr, Hart j;; some of his biography and, if so, 

it is unfortunate the ghost didn't persuade him to eliminate the 

two episodes, As for myself, T hope 

I may pen a better memo on the morrow,,,,,,,, 


Me ’.orandumt 

Clear and cold, the thermometer not getting much 
above freesing all day with the prediction it will sag to 
14 tonight, 1788 is said to have been among 

the colder winters in Europe but 1840 was a record 
breaker in Louisiana until 19 60 came along 
to out-do what had gone before. 

The Heather ureau was so busy talking a bout conditions 
in this area, it omitted reference to Lyme so 1 know not how t 
are shappng up in tha neighborhood although the fact 
that a snow storm is speeading from the eastern 
Rockies to Pennsylvania inclines me to believe that 
Lyme may be getting a covering, too, but I hope not. The 
'phone and electric wires are in a mare's Hest just 
above Shreveport, it is said, some places having miles 
of poles flat on the ground which certainly must 
make life inconvenient in such areas. It is 
said that four&fifths of Marshall is without 
electricity butprob a bly the Rocket is in HewOrleans or 
New York or some such place and thus wouldn't 
,be inconvenienced anyway, 

I got sort of a jolt early this morning when 
a telephone from town reported that fhe^nterprisc on the 
same page as theCane River emo carried a letter to the Editor 
which referred to the column, This must have been the one men 
on the 'phone the other day but nothing was said 
n bout it being ,reproduced, I investigated later and discovere 
that because of the position of the Letters to the Lditor depa 
a nd because the letter refers to other matters as well, few 
readers will probably ever see it which will save me from duck 
in this season when the politicians will be so busy 
with tjieir candidates and that tired old phrse, "great man who 

I thought Mrs, Walker's column, Around Hatchitoches, 
h a ving to do with Shreveport's starling problem was 
amusing bu that was dL 1 I did get toread qnd 
how the Lost Plantations turned out, I don t know, as I, 
of course, never did getaround toread it, either 
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Memorandum 


before or after the thing went into print. 

tonight's radio announced from BatonRouge that 
the Grand Jury had not agreed to return an inditement 
against Dr. Mickey and that Jie may therefore be released 
from jail on a ten thousand dollar bond, ,/hat 
the next step will be in the extraordinary business 
is the probability that more evidence will be 
sought. Like everyone else, I cannot 

imagine Dr. Mickey as the killer even though T haven't 
a shred ofexplanation for my stand other than that 
he seems like agood guy. Curiously enough, however, 
in the case of the Dutchman in Boston, acquitted for 
the murder of the gal on the high seas, I found myself 
a little, surprised at the outcome of the trial d though 
I should have been shocked had the jury given the 
man a death sentence on circumstantial evidence. The 
radio did little about the Boston trial and so I 
U .,ve no notion as to how public sentiment ran 
but it is to be hoped in- both cases that something 
will eventuate that will tend to disc rage people 
from tapping ladies on the head and pushing other ladies 
out of port hoJ.es on sea going vessels. 


And so the radio says 15 inches of the white stuff settled on 
Lyme, no to mention greater deposits in the suburbs and I found my■ 
self wishing I could share some of the blue sky that was 
mine at dawning although the local temperature wasn't much 
better than yours, —21 in Lyme, 1 believe, Yucca was 25 and Anchor 
Alaska was 17 or thereabouts, none of which seems to make 
the slightest bit of sense. 

> 

I am trying to tell myself that by some kind twist of fate, 
business came to a standstill and that in consequence thereof, 
little Miss Lee found herself possessed quite unexpectedly of a day 
domestic employment rather than the usual run of the mill do¬ 
ings .Busy as were the snow shovels across the central section 
of the country, so equal, ly active were power saws, axes and weed kn 
along the fringes of the local gardens. J. II. came up 
with an idea around mid morning that it would be ncie 
to cut. down all the bamboo hedges, some chinquapin trees, the 
big old palm, long since lifeless, hard by the front gate and 
so on. 


Re is always restrained from such operations until 
he Las consulted with Lestan and so consultations 
were frequent and slashing copious. Before night, 
about half the hedge from .the front to the middle of 
the iris garden was down and carted away and tomorrow crews of 
men will begin where they left off. I should have 
preferred leaving the few good stalks of bamboo but 
they a re so few and the tangle of fallen ones so great that 
it is perhaps just as well to eradicate the whole business 
so the new bamboo shoots a month or so hence may start from 
scratch. J. H.'s primary impulse was set off by his wish 
to get rid of the black birds which forsook the Yucca section and 
h a ve peen concentrating around his house of late. 

Men with five or six shotguns appeared beneath some of 
the larger trees when twilight began. The Waves 
of birds began winging in toward their accustomed pecane trees 
where they always alight before settling down into the bamboo, 
aturally enough the flocks seemed utterly confused tonight when. 


1 was amused ti-.is bright chilly morning at a statement 
made on the gallery to me by a shivering youth 
who had tapped while T was on the 'phone. I 
asked the person on t he wire to hold on until 
I could answer the door. The youth wondered if 
he could "borrow" a few nickles, e xplaining 
he wanted to get his papa b a ck from the hreveport 
Charity Hospital where he had gone on Saturday . I 
said I thought his pcp a had returned on Sunday. The youth 
opined I must have been mistaken. I sail I had 
talked with his papa at the store yesterday. Hot 
at p.11 taken aback, ;the youth explained that it was ture 
his papa had come back in the flesh alright but what 
the boy wanted to do now was to get his papa's spirit, 
left in°hrcveport, back, what with the weather being so 
cold and all I must say, to .quote an 
old plantation mistress, "Those kids sure take the 
rag off the bush... ." _ _ 
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d ightina atop the pecanes, they could discover no bamboo hedges 

below, ■‘■he bang of shotguns would startle them from 

their temporary perches and waves made up of perhaps 

five hundred or so in vast banners would take off, some 

waves sailing off in one direction, some in another and all 

of the wheeling about, banking at sharp angles, some groups 

taking high altitudes other settling down in such 

low approaches to bushes that they suggested airplanes 

huging the ground to escape radar interseption, It was 

fascinating to wh .tch the mancevering and when it was all 

done, I guess there were as many birds in the g ardens us 

last night hut more widely dispersed M any before now 

have attempted eradication of starlings from their favorite 

roosting places and I must say 1 think it takes a heap more 

thai. mere eradication of the bamboo hedges to effect the trick, The 

"Pronouncement ,of words to the birds " seems to have been the most 

effective gestu e thus far but hard headed business men 

aren t likely to examine that magic too closely, 

I was delighted this afternoon when D obby Beblieux dropped 
in for a little chat, I may hav mentioned that he and 
his wife bought Juanita and Pat's house when they 
built a new one. We talked Natchitoches »rt, the 
Natchitoches a »te helium painter, Hoi sc , who did, among other 
people, the likenesses of I, 3, Willard Sompayrac ancestors, The 
son of this painter became a Louisiana Supreme Court judge 
shortly after the C.ivil Car and his career is pretty well documented 
but Moise, pere, still remains a little shadow% as a figure 
but I think we shall add some knowledge to the record before we 
get through with him. 

Cousin Arthur called to give me some -info-rmationabout 
some current legal points on pending legislation and his wife then 
chattjid with me about tomorrow when she and AnnW, Brittain 
are supposed to bring a flock of lawyers' wives down on Saturday eveni 
I learned from her that Ann is flattened out in bed with flu and 
so I shall not have much help with the 30 odd ladies but 
I can manage them alright, I guess if the weather is cooperative, 

And thus we head into another week ^nd and I find myself wondering 
howthe igloo situation may be in Lyme .. 


Sunday, March 6th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

• 

Ho, hum . a busy week end, cloudy and cold yesterday, 

partly cloudy and continued cold tonight with a light mist falling 
tonight and more cold promised for the morrow but I head better 
enjoy the comparative .leisure coming with cold days for 
I have a feeling Spring is going to explode all over the place 
any day and a busy summer season of physical labor will begin. 

The slashing of the bamboo .and the bursting of 
the burning polls punctuated most of Saturday morning 
while in the afternoon * got bogged down with wives of 
lawyers from all around the state. There were n bout half 
as many as I had expected, Ann I/. Britton told me 
on the side that Cousin Arthur 1 s -wife who had engineered 
the afternoon entertanment, had seemed to chanel the 
ladies to Beaufort only, explai ning it was 30 cold _ - 

down the river where the spaces were so. much greater, Tltis 
I can understand readily enough since ^ousinArthur 's 
wife t^.kes the same dim view of Melrose that the^eneral's 
wife does. To her way of thinking, T suppose, 

, there's no point in taking the wives of the leading lawyers 
of the State of-rural slumming parties, 

• 

And so, what with a comparatively small num er of 
ladies, everybody had much more fun and some of them were 
amazed and delighted with all they had to see, I 
recalled the name of a Mrs, Atcheson on meeting her and I made 
it a point to stress accomplishments of color, ante bellum 
and present. The lady appeared at once fascinated and almost 
dumbfounded and, on leaving, expressed an enthusiasm that 
was quite surprising and itwasn t all due to the 
wine served although .that was of fair quality, Ihe 
fact, as I'had been advised beforehand, that Mrs,Atcheson is the 
daughter of the new Co ernor of Mississippi, —a noisey 
Citizens Council pillar, was a point that impelled me to 
prosylite as much as I did and she can tjake the new3 back 
to papa if she_ pleases or not, 

t » 

This morning at 7, — not C ra , —but the ■“ocket 
called from Shreveport, saying she was heading for the Crescent City 



■ 
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Monday, March 7th, I960. 


would like to pass this way at 9:30 aid show me the 
Echo of Empire film, 1 said that would be fine and that 

I dined at 11: 30. • ..... ; 

Before 9 o'clock, the telephone ang again, -‘-t was 
from some lawyer's wife in town, complaining that some oj her 
Hew Orica.is friends felt they had been side-tracked yesterday and 
that all last evening at the country club, a certain knot , 
of ladies had taken up the evening extolling the charms o.j - eJ.rose 
a nd therefore would I, as a specialf avor, permit some of the 
ladies to come this morning as they were returning to ■ ew " rleans 
on the 2 o'clock train, I would not, Five minutes later 
Ora called and tol me the same tale and the answer was still au Ho, 
Ann called ten minutes later with the same wail and again 1 
responded negatively, 'Then Mildred Cunningham called and 
again £ said b ut Ho. She wondered if I would see some of them 
in the afternoon, I would, A pid did, 

Carolyn pulled in promptly at 11:45, set up the projector 
and shawed me the film on the white paneling of the living room, 

I thought it pretty nice, the spokkn and music excellent and 
regretted only one or jjjo minor errors of no importance, b he 
wanted to see the u liana Garden and, —of all tilings, — 
envisioned it as ideal for Warren when summer a rrives. 

‘dhe had not seen the Ghana frieze before a.nd wanted to inspect same. 
It was 11:40 before she was ready to pull ou,t a.nd my hostess 
across the fence was having the savie distraught sensations 
that invariably arise if you are late but not if she is. And 
so the Socket took off in her car, followed by her trailer and that 
was that, 

I read rather later than usual last night, what witli 
a new .biography coming to hand, Tiie title, Madame de LaFayette 
delighted me because 1 supposed it was going to be a bout 
Mme, ia -M^vigne ’s girl friend but it turned out to be 
about the wife of the Marwuis de la Fayette, Constance ..right 
is the author, Henry Holt the publisher, Tt isa rather short 
but very excellent account of the woman, in many ways more 
remarkable than her much more advertised husband,, 1 didn t 
know before that..Jefferson, wheji the Louisiana Purchase went through, 
offered the job of Governor to the Marquis which, of course, was 
refused, I sha 1 probably touch on this volume again . ^ hoia 

the thought the snow may be vanishing in ^yme . 


- femo ran d urn : 

Cloudy without rain and d little warmer, with 
a promise for the savie thing on the morrow, 

<. «■ 

The Chinese firecrackers still continue exploding merrily 
along the trail of the ? bamboo hedges, I reckon it will e 
passed the middle of the week before the last bamboo has 
Been cut and burned, so well did the birds make a 
ordion knot ctut of the hedges, 

‘.Hie high winds of a while back up-set the metal 
covering over the ch'imney serving my boudoir, permitting 
rain to cascade down into the fireplace every time 
God turns on the faucets, i"me*ntntioned the other day that 
I should like to have this point corrected and this morning 
two carpenters appeared at my door uo take care of it, 
jls they did not have a ladder long enough to reach to the roof, 
however, they fell to work repairing fences and what not, and 
after they had repaired some steps at little Miss 
Albert a 's studio and made me four wooden benches for the 
Ghana garden, the day was done and the chimney 
covering hadn't been touched, 

<• I had the benches made of wood in duplication of 
the size of the generous cement ones scattered about 
.he Melrose garden, about two feet wide, perhaps and about 
four feet long, I like ample resting places for couples 
who might want to collapse on occasion and it will make 
q fairly comfortable parking place for the power mower operator 
in the summer time to r est for an hour or two when he should 
be cutting grass, I shall probably paint them before 
placing them on brick foundations at each corner 
of the garden, slap at the end of the paths leading 
to ard the central circle of the garden, and a s they are low, coming 
up only to about one's knee, they will retain ihe 
flatness of the general lines of the g arden itself. 
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March 8th. i960 


There w ; s a fairly he n vy mail today but I got little or 
nothing read, what with too to, ny interruptions at secretary 
time. There seems to be a long hand note from^ay, among 
other things. I only struggled through the In Cordell letter 
from up Eldorado way, fearing it might have something to say, which 
it didn't, -bout the peacocks. There seems to be n letter 
from Mrs. J. Lagrange Spinks, too, but I expect that 
is merely chit-chat and so that may wait, along with Kay's, 
for a more .'adorable sitting. 

% 

Having nothing to hand for next week’3 column, I shall 
prob, bly knock off something tonight, using the 
biography of Mme • de' Lafayette on which to stir up 
something and probably tossing in her husband’s apron 
to add a bit of local interest. A3 I write the foregoing sentence, 
it occurs to me that perhaps there's a title in it, — 

Her Husband's Apron, —and that ought to take care of the 
whole business. 


Memorandum 


Continued cloudy and cold. 

• 

The hedges are about down now but there still remains 
heaps of bamboo to be burned, piles higher than your head. I 
guess there must have been a dozen men hauling and burning dL 1 day b 
plenty r emains for the morrow. 

The enclosures speak for themselves. It was nice 
of, Irma O'Brien to send along the likeness of Ghana, 
taken from the rear. Perhaps you can make out the wash pot 
at the left, if it got into the picture-, and you may be a ble 
to see the cistern at the right, or, if it didn't get into view, 
at least the gutter leading to it. You will also 
notice what is not to be seen probably, —the frieze tucked up 
under the eaves which, 1 trust, is concealed. 

■ i -4 ' ■ >/f * 79y* 1 ' ’' * 

, That the O'Briens of /forth Hollywood should be taking 
unto themselves a family at this late date seems 
all to the good. Getting three daughters 
at ages of 14, 1? and SI suggests 

that they will be comparatively free from having to 
worry about kindergarten problems anyway. 

» » 

Ora called early this morning toreport that, 
at lpng last, the Library at the local college is being more 
than cooperative, providing her with a special 
desk, file cabinet, sets of keys and Heaven knows 
what all. 

Hhe also eported that I couldn't imagine what 
a wail went up from the wives of lawyers who 
felt they had been side-tracked by Cousin Arthur's wife 
from making it to Melrose and how they moaned on Sunday they 
weren't able to get down before train time. Their resentment 
against the h dy tliey felt had misled them reached such 
a pitch that the lady called Ora by way of defending herself, 
explaining that "there's nothing of any interest at Melrose ex - 


The Talking^ook Edition of this biography is 
beautifully r ead by a lady whose name is something like 
Terry Sales or some such. Her voice is excellent and 
both her En. lish and French well managed although, 
even as in the^ooket's film, there are one or two minor 
errors that aren't worth mentioning except for discovering 
the human fstai 1 ties in’mechanical perfection. A case 
in point is her pronunciation of "Champs de Mars", 
which she pronounces without including the "s", 
an omission of which would be as noticeable to a Parisian 
as would the sound of c voice, using the word, "Les Halles" 
by including the "s" which, of course, is never done 
by people in Paris The r eal reason I mention 
these totally insignificant points is because I do not at all 
wonder the lady doewn't chance to know a bout "Mars" and its 
final being pronounced but rather to remark again 
on tlte fact that A.Scourby, Esquire, would, by some magic I 
do not comprehend, would, as always, have hit them just right, 
even, as an-extreme example of his extraordinary gift in prono 
he should have pronounced the word, Natchitoches, just the 
way the residents of that place say it and that, you will 
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cept his personality "• 

Imagine, 

I tltought what °ra responded was to the point- 

"Well * if that is what the ladies wanted, you must admit 
that is something they have a right to yearn for," 

Smile, 

« * 

J , H+Is presence at dinner at the big house today indicated 
that t[iis was "Lodge" day for . Celeste and that she must be 
luncheoning with the other girls at the 

country club and spending the afternoon at cards, Mother 

must have had a rest and so e ueryone was bound to have been happy 

a bout the whole business, 

can't recall for sure but I am under the impression 
I did no.- confide to you in yesterday's memo that 
I am a proud prospective grandfather, I must confess 
at, the same time that I seem to be much more 

puffed up about the prospects that the,parents. Emmet cud Erwin, 

1 was having the fence tightened up beneath the 

big magnolia, hard by the old su,ar pot where , 

c?ie of the worlmen discovered a little mound 

of leaves so artfully contrived as to be almost 

casual. Inside' there were 10 eggs and this morning 

I discovered an eleventh, I reckon a dozen will about represent 

a total unless I can find somebody with a hen that seems 

to be in a mood to do a dab of settin', in which case, I shall 

remo'ied the dozen and Erwin will go right on 'depositing 

another dozen in all probability, for such seems to be the custom 

among our feathered friends, Which ever uny things 

turn, * am delighted at the prospect -of becoming 

a grandfather but if Erwin dosen’t hurry up G d?»d get 

the eggs warred up real soon, the offspring will not be 

,.,ble to claim April ool's E a y as a natal one,,,,,. 
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Wednesday, March 9th, 2960. 


emoranium-. 


A pretty nice day, sort of 65-70, most y sunny 
and a north wind that wash t cold, t was interesting 
was 48 this morning, Alexandria 61 at 6;20, 
due to a cold w a ve that rolled over Shreveport at 
7 jus hr’ve got stalled over riarwood or some such. 


Shreveport 

difference 
4 a,m, but 


that 

the 


Tonight the moonlight is so lovely and the temperature 
almost warm enough to tempt me to engineer a musicals 
on the back gallery. Timers are two or three huge white, 
snow white clouds resting on the northern horizon, 1 should 
h ve been able to make them out, had the hedges been standing, 
for the one at the far end of the white garden would, have cut them 
off from view. The moon is reflecting on them, giving added 
light to a night already beautifully golden and for a moment, I 
don't miss the hedge. The .final mountains of b a mboo were 
consumed by fire today and the house still holds a vague atmospheric 
suggestion of the stuff that was blowing in this direction 
11 day, - I noticed while inspiring helpers that here and there 
a new b a mboo shoot is already pushing up from the ground 
and, assuming summer may make its bow any day now, a nice, fresh, 
tender green hedges will again be forming my own be¬ 
loved b a mboo curtain, screening out the world beyond and 
from Yucca le a ving me only the sky for magnificent distances, 


1 want to mention a couple of 
Socket during her breezey pause 


While I think of it. 
remarks, dropped by the H 
around noon on tl\e Sabbath, One was that 
she didn’t think Ola Mae was in any hurry n bout getting 
a n Uncletom manuscript since she has just acquired a 
new home and is accordingly quite busy. The second thing 
was that after many years of doing Hodges publicity for 
nothing, she has at last pointed out this 
that gentleman, suggesting that something 
consideration for future efforts. It wiLl 
ing to see what, if anything results from 


fact to 
be done ^bout a financial 
be interest- 
this, Personally, I 
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think Mr, Hodges is incapable, as so many very rich people seem to fc<j 
of imagining other people have to h a ve some kind of ciH income. It 
seems such apity that such rich people don't know how to have 
fun by making their.less well heeled associates happy by 
taking care of b-nk note showers now a d then, Sven though 
the Lost "ord has charged him little or nothing for d 1 the time and 
labor she has on his pet projects, I can find no excuse for 
Hr, Hodges not feeling compelled to m- : ke some gesture 
of just payments if not generous h a nd-outs, After all, 
there was a fundamental truth in the Anita Loos opus when one 
of her characters remarks that while having one's hand kissed is all 
very fine but that a diamond bracelet last forever # Obvio sly 
nobody htjS ever pointed out this fact of life to Mr, Hodges and, unfd 
he doesn't seem to have sufficient imagination to realize 
that lie ought to be sharing with others, especi 1 ly those he 
specifically employs, some of the maximum of the stuff 
with which he is possessed, 

I thought of Hdith Hamilton tonight when .the subject 
of invitation to Learning discussed Aristotle's Poetic3, particularly 
on the segment having to do withTragedy, Someone , 
brought up the difference in concepts on one point or 
another as voiced by Plato and Aristotle and then I 
could dmost hear I!i3s H a milton responding so positively 
to t$e question as to which of the Greek philosophers she 
thought the greater, Plato or aristotle and how emphatically 
she declared that Plato was the greatest of them 
all, I was so much on the jump today, I find myself prematurely 
3'leepy tonight and a flock of _muscles that could stand 
a good goving over by an expert Swedish or, preferably, a 
trained Ghana masseur 'But in the absence of either, I 
think 1 shall take to a tub of hot water rather than parking on the 
gallery and fold up early to listen to some of the crack¬ 
pot, fradulent purveyors of prayer clothes that clutter 
.up so many of the air, w a ves nightly before 10 o'clock, 

I'm inclined to think I shall make a mental note of 
the most outrageous one I stumble across and dash off a note, 
requesting one of the rags with the idea of making use of it 
for a column one of these days . 


Thursday, March 10th, 19 60, 


Memorandum : 4 

• ^ 

Cloudy, —in the 40's, —but none of the showers 
appeared although neighboring towns reported drizzles, 

I was happy this morning when half a dozen men bepan work 
at putting a new roof on the old barn, hard by the gourd garden. 
Prom a utilitarian point of view, it has never served 
a particular purpose in all the years I have known it, but 
it ha3 a roof line like ucca and strikes a nice note 
from the u hana garden and at the same time tends to serve 
as a partial screen for the gourd garden, between it aid the 
big road, There was much talk recently about using it 
elsewhere on the plantation as a hay barn and I'm glad 
pragmatism lost out for once, 

I got a crew of 14 or 18 mento give the 
river, bank in front of Melrose a much needed 
manicure. Trash wa3 piled in heaps and burned as the 
work went on, —that is bamboo and smaller s tuff was 
burned but some of the bigger things were 
placed beside the road to be hauled to cabins 
of the workmen. Two of the big oaks in front of the old 
store site were taken down, too, x hey really shouldn't 
be described as big since their trunks aren't more than 
acouple of feet in diameter, T reckon but they did take up 
lots of room and \herewere so many that none could take 
on good shapes, thus crowded, 

A mechanical 3aw is used and trees fall with wonderful 
speed, once the saw gives a tree the kiss of death, 1 suppose 
a couple of hundred willows along the .river bank toppled into 
the water 200 minutes after the business began, x he willows 
are not more than 8 or 10 inches thick and being soft wood, they 
supply little resistence.. It always seem3 somehow such a wastte to 
simply topple them ii\to the river b t the. wood is no good and 
while going to pieces in the water, they probaly supply excellent 
playgrounds for aquatic life all around .them. 
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At coffee this morning, 1 learned the lady doctor has 
the same affliction that silenced i! S. •Hllard last 
October, ^he continues making her rounds but cannot speak 
above a whisper. Celeste said the lady doctor had told the 
hospital yesterday that Carmen might be taken home today if 
the' weather turned out to be pretty. Jell, the weather didn’t turn out 
that way but they took Carmen home rega dless, according to her 
sister, who telephoned me tonight about 8. 

From the enclosure, you will note that C 0 .sin Fmmet 
has lo3t a floor lamp, microscope and so on, —ai odd co mbination 
in a way. Eurign the past week, Cousin Emmet seems to have been 
very busy, attending hate mongering meetings at which 
t e Governor of Mississippi and so on have been attending somewhere in 
New &rlcais. I am hoping ourbiends made the most of the 
opportunity to collect a few wings while he w as busy trying 
to make life mserable for them. 

Ihere's a scuffle in the uncle i ora business again which is 
dull enough. '.Cite Evans-7ortl&contingent offered the o'Gte of Louisiana 
the new version of the cabin and a parcel of ground on which it 
stands. The offer of such gifts is first submitted to 
the State Commissioners on Parks, or some such title. 

My old friend, Sudie Laughton, is on the aforesaid L oa rd, an 
Earl Long appointee . Inasmuch as Jack Bri-tton of Watson, 

Williams and Britton did much drum-beating to get the cabin constructed, 
nd inasmuch a3 Watson and Williams was the law firm opposing 
Sudie when she pulled down the Christmas lights on the magnolia 
a few years ago, Sudie turned thumbs down on the cabin offer. 

When Earl goes out of office in May, the new Governor will 
appoint new Park Commissioners and they, of course, will be more 
favor bleto the State accepting the gift. Personally, I 
n m quite indifferent to the whole business but since Sudie 
ndr. Eugene Watson are both rabidly opposing the u ncle om thing, 

1 am naturally in favor of the thing and so I 3hall folldw the next 3 tef 
with added interest. 

Three times during the jotting down of this memo I have 
been interrupted by the telephone,. he c-1 ler was the same 

in each instance, my artist neighbor, obviously on the hig.h side and 
expressing astonishment that she got me ever y time a3 she tltouglkt 
she was dialing Pa. j?y the time the four buzz had Came through, 

I faily bit the receiver as I s. id H e llo, only to hear Mrs. clker opine 
that she must h„ve been out of order to call me at such an hour. 

My bite provided us both with a laugh and gave me the 
pleasure of hearing a voice that was bbviously sober! And 
so the day unfolds and refolds and so must 1 begin the 


Friday, March 11th, 19 60. 

. 

Memorandum : 

He a vy clouds and cold this morning, brilliant sunshine 
and. chilly this afternoon, velevety moonbeams tonight and 
still air-isli. 

At coffee, Celeste was busy with plans’ about bringing 
her mama home, wheel chair, hydraulics for lifting her, nurses and s 
She also had a message from Mary Page, asking if I could accompany 
the latter to Fort Jessup thi 3 afternoon. I could. 

• 

And so I devoted my morning to supervising the final work 
in pretty-ing the river bank in front of Melrose and at 
1&:30, headed out for town, Mary Page to pick me up at the 
hospital at one. This gave me an opportunity to 
step into Uadam Regard's room but only a step in and out, 
because if have been having a bit of a cold-cough of late, and 
natvrgally, 1 didn't want to linger. I was surprised 
at the frailty of the patient. She reminded me of a beautiful 
single rose which one leaves in its vase at sundown in 
full knowledge that with the danw, its.petals will be strewn on 
the table below. On our way home tonight, Celeste said 
that in spite of all her plans of thi3 morning, she was convinced 
that J. H. was right and that her mother should continue at the 
hospital "for a while". I felt the hospital was the place for 
her. 

But getting b a ck to J ary Page, she picked me up and 
I enjoyed the opportunity to chat with her o« the w y westward, 
along the same route one travels going to Hodges Gardens. We 
talked a little of her impending round the world trip which begins 
in a week or less and will last for four months, ^’/te is going 
with 15 other ladie3 in spite of .the fact that she has pretty good 
sens and travels in Europe by herself quite a lone or with her 
daughter. Mrs. Page has a prety house in Hatchitoches , 

I am told, and at Eobeline I saw another hause, a big one, 
which is also hers and which she keeps ready for occupancy at all ti 
Tie stopped araund the corner to Qick up 3ome soft soap for the 
gourds x had brought along for *ort aessup. *nd from Eoheline 
we continued westward for a few miles until we re olied the Fort. 
Acutally, it is only a portion of the old baracacks or a reproduction 
of one of the old barracks and looks mighty pretty for 
what ,i.t ,Us. » 
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Sunday, March 13th, I960, 


immediately apologised /or the strange letter he had written 
me months back. He seems possessed of imagination and 
knowledge of his subject and I guessed he proha ly had been high 
when he rote me the somewhat pointless letter. He 
has done a lot of things by way of collecting pictures and 
documents on and about the subject of Jessup in the 1880's to 
1840's. think he likes to make maps that light up in various 
ap propriate places at the touch of a. button and -*■ think he likes 
to' makestands on which documents and maps can be displayed, 
he has,made such and there they stand in a vast room 
that looks wonderfully barren „ 

,/hile we were chatting, Clara Knott of M a ny , the Governor 1 s 
sister put in an appearance. She looks more, like Karl than Huey 
and is about his age, I guess. She is a little wind swept in 
appearance, too, after the ^ormon manner and is thick as thieves 
with Sudie Hawton. On the side, Mr. Jatson said she raises Hell 
one day because you haven't anticipated.something she wanted done 
a nd the next d a y she., raises He'll because you have done what yesterdc 
she wanted. She h a d to take me to the original 

old kitchen, pirhaps a quarter of a mile from the barracks. ‘there 
were some interesting things there-but the only thing she wanted me 
view was a-fine dipper gourd of which 1 have only about a million 
scattered a round Yucca 

r. Watson said her had heard from Daisey in the Dell yesterdc 
that she is coming for the official opening of the place on 
Sunday, March 27th when Karl and lots of dignataries will jam the 
place. Daisey in Hie Dell wants to do an article for the Houston 
Chronicle, I was given to understand. 

On our way back home, we stopped inP.obeline where I was introd i 
to'several people, three different ones being kind enough 
to volonteer they read Cane lC iver Memo although that column had not 
been mentioned. Me also stopped just off>the 
highway, perhaps half a mile, to visit the sites of 
Los 'Apus and Huestra Seniora ie la Pilar c.nd H was 
delighted to have my memory refreshed. 

I was back home by sundown but all the s ecretaries, if any^ 
had come and gone and so 1 have several letters, including an air 
m il from Lyme, tucked aw-y in my armoir awaiting the morrow 
and I await the morrow with impatience.% . 


Memorandum• 

Saturday -fair and cold, Sunday the same thing. 

It -ias so--good to enjoy such a pleasant communion w ith little 
Miss Lie over the week end, thanks to the Wednesday air mail. 

I have so much enjoyed the clippings and the enclosures, too. 

I was sorry, of curse, to learn of .the Jafy death for he was an archii 

devoted to the building on which he lo.bored and that added concern a boi 

the articular project seemed to .give something special to much 

he undertook. I recall as though it were yesterday the 

privilege I once had in exploring the court y^rds on to which some of 

little apartments ga've, places± I believe few people know much 

about as they were usually the exclusive concern of people like 

the architect and the curator, and ,the marvelous insight to 

a vast machinery of chateau life in the 18th century and 

an opportunity to explore the apartments of Mme . de Pompadour on 

the top floor, giving out on the gardens to the North leading 

to the Hep tun re fountainf and from those two gentlemen, it seemed to 

be one was given a comprehensionof & way of life that 

was as exquisite as it was remote from the balance of the world, so 

ignorant of the very existence of such dfilicious retreates. 

And it goes without saying 1 am delighted to have the 
folio■ on the Sterling Forest project. I am going 

to do a bit of correspondence in that direction which, x takes it, 

must be on a scale, not unlikethe Hodges domain. Having known 
the one years ago, it will be interesting to see how it turns 
in relation to the local project I, must say 1 find cm 
heartened by the knowledge that this folder suggest 3 , —to w it, that 
the Forest may be maintained intact, in part, at. least, so that 
it will thus avoid being suddenly swallowed up whole¬ 
sale by suburbia. 

ft goes wi(%ot saying, of course, that 1 shall be 
interested to learn what will emerge from the advent 
of this week end of father and son a nd let us hold the thought that 
the father ropy find it advantageous to return with the son or 3one such 
ince the present situation is bound to be so unsatisfactory all arouna 
under existing circumstances. 

Lestan, of course, was especially delighted to have news of Kgon • 
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Monday, March 14-th, 1960 


Memorandumi 

Cold and sprinkly but priase the Lord no .snow. 

It was such an unexpected plaisir to find a goad 
letter from Lyme in today’s post, together with the 
dippings, all of which I lapped up with relish, 

‘.Hie week'end sounded like a bang-up and it goes 
without saying I shall be interested to learn how it all 
unravels, 


Knowing the wives of Ego^and the merchant-planter, I suppose 

the same parallels I found in <them are apparent to little Miss Lee, 

I am wondering if Egon’s wife ever grew any — be-lctedly —ir 
if as in the case of the merchant planter, a bout the same stage 
of childhood remains,. If I had known, I must 

have forgotten the news concerning Egon’s surviving relative who 

perished during the war. In view of Egon’s civilised viewpoint 

toward military things in general, the cause of the parent’s 

death must have been more stirring, even as in the case of Lr.Sweitser 1 

mother in the earlier war, than on may a loser who gave 

less thought to the outrageous aspects of military 

stupidites in general, 

I’m ,so glad to have news ot the Flower Shof/, The 
account of the daffodill garden, its vki errfall, its dc.wn, noon and 
dusk changes sound nagnific ient,. There’s always something 
about the Flower Jhow, even though it unfolds beforewinter 
departs, it must hold something of a promise regardless, and especially 
at a season when, as at present, snow and slush and cold have been 
so much the order of the day. 

Ora called me Matu day morning at 6. She didn’t 
h r. v.e diy thing in particular to say although it was interesting to hear 
that her son-in-law, Jack, had been in Mansfield, in 
Horth Louisiana, on Tuesday, I believe, a nd that there he had been 
present a t a gathering in which the Rocket also participated. 

From that, I conclude, the visit to Mew Orleans that 
was, under way last Sunday noon must have been of brief 
duration, t t 

-The artist ’phonec! between 8 and 9 this morning to say she 
could see two or three cars and many ladJes-folks at the Rand camp, 

What the ladies could have been doing out of doors, I cannot 
imagine, as it was too chilly fpr a fete champet e, 

t appears likely that Zelma nay be cooking at the big house 
for a week or two and I love Zelma’s cooking, Doreatha visited the 
lqdy-doctor on Saturday and was told she must take time off fromthe ki 
and go to Shreveport to have a tumor removed. She and Zelma 
are good friends and so everyone will be pleased with the new substitut, 


I apparec Late your advice regarding the new .ribbon, 

I think I shall b'e able to arrange for the desired 
adjustment on the morrow. 

The Uncle^om business is so undying in its 
career. My friend, Sudie Lawton, got. her chance to take 
„ crack at Jatson, Jilliams and Britton for their part in 
the Cliristmas decorations on the magnolia a co uple of years 
ago since, as a member of the 3oard of Parks, she* could 
swing a rejection of the cabin. Of course, the State and 
the Parish are trying fo attract tourists and the Uncle 1 om 
i ing fields more magic ,th& anything else but the legend' 
is not to be tollvrated' by Sudie and the rejection, 
which she drew up for the Park Board, will be published 
in its entirety this coming SViursdq/ in the Enterprise, 

I was interested in the cornier-ini matter outlined in the 
other clipping, I had complained to STAtion T!fL 
a nd to CBS because, not only were Mew Orleans commericals 
getting too numerous, which was bad enough, but they were 
beginning to chop up news items to insert the commercials, 
a nd, especially for one dependent on the radio for news, 

I can think of nothing more frustrating that having 
n news story started and then blotted out when half way 
through by somebody trying to sell paint or cars or whatever, 

Aim Britton called me this morning, saying that Jack 
h a d rounded up a flock of Methodist youngsters for a >» all day 
picnic at Madges Gardens on Good^riday week e\id and she 
and Jack* thought I might like to accompany them to 
supervise the youngsters, I cannot imagine why she should 


ineth another week that will, let us hope, 
winter and the commencement of spring,,,•• 
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March 15th, 19 60 


Memorandum : 

Bed ny and cold, Muring the past 30 days, 
we have had twice the normal rainfall and the thermometer has 
"hoovered" 14 degrees below average, 1960's winter 
will long be remembered as a record breaker all across the country 

I kguqss, 

y/ell . the report fmm Shreveport was about in line with 
what one niglMt expect. The dod'iTr, bmart man, now locks himself 
f in his room and if anyone, iinduding his wife, or should I say, 
l especially his wife, wants to get in touch with him, she or they 
can telephone him, as he has a ’phone in his room for 
that purpose. Off hand, this mught sound a little 
wacky for the usual menage but the lYonk one, of course, is 
anything but that, ^ «. i 

On the Mate hi to dies front, Pat has offered his house 
for sale at $19,500,00. I know not if he really 
expets to sell it hut there it is for sale at a handsome 
profit to the owner, it is said, if anyone wants to pay 
the price. What pat has in mind to do is to sell the house if he 
'and build an other pn the ad-jofning lot for himself and family, 
since he wants another room and t inks he might have the thing 
hnii +. V.n•ftn n house rather than having a room added. 


suppose 1 should line vo aevo^e a uay uj my j. e u >• 

Garden in such company. I lied uiid said J had that week end 
11 taken up but that I appreciated her thought. She was 
calling from t he office and efi interruption broke of the 
conversation. 

J. d. spent the day in Shreveport where it is said things 
are by sixes and sevens but l shdll not learn details 
until the morrow. There was talk of Dr. Jenk getting a Seeing Eye 
dog which would require him to go where ever, perhaps Illinois or Dew 
to spend a month getting cgliainted with the dog. 1 held the 
bought this may not inspire the family or any part thereof to spend 
a month in the country. 

I. S. " illard called me this morning, having returned 
home from South Louisiana last night. She had 
seen James and Kay yesterday and s-ays that Kay is now 
so rigged upas to be able to operate her trypewriter and 
seems to be getting along just fine. She said James is 
looking splendid, too. perhaps we shdl begin hearing 
from that quarter shortly, now that things are in such fine order. 

I. S.W. said she was in Mew Orleans earlier in the week 
and saw the P»/D. Schaeffers. and the Warren Ogdens, 'i'he Warren Ogdens 
are going to Vienna and Paris in May. they stressed the f act 
that their trip was one of pleasure, leading I. S* W. 
to conclude there must be some business attached to it. 

, Another telephone had to do with the Lost Plantations co lumn. Go 
knew’ Bigelow payne of Mew York some years ago when he was still 
serving as literary executive or executor of Hark Tapin'3 estate. At 
time he mentioned having been through the Cane*iver country 
taking snapshots of old homes and the films were f in his 
files. He died a,while back a nd his cildren don t know 
where these films are but, if discovered, they will be 
made available which is pleasant to contemplate as a \ 








FRANCOIS MiGNON Papers, #M-3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

£ North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


10415 


10414 


31101 


81101 


Wednesday, March lvbh, 19 60 


Memorandum 


Sunny and cold today, cloudy and cold tonight, 

1 seem to be more or less alone tonight on the 
plantation, J, H, left before breakfast for Hew Orleans 
and Celeste is staying in town with her mama. 

This noon, * w a s mildly taken aback when the clerk said 
that Celeste had just telephoned him at the store, being 
un a ble to reach me by 'phone ^and that she wanted to say that 
CousinEugene -atson and creiy would be here at, 2 o'clock 
to pick up the scrapbooks and take them to twon to micro¬ 
film them. Celeste saicTto the clerk she assumed J, H, 

spoken to me about it, even as he said be wa$ going to, 

^f course, he hadn't mentioned the business to me. 

After too many days without assistance, I at last had 
arranged for helpers this afternoon and I wanted to make the 
most out of that happy circumstances and so was doubly provoked 
when, not at 2 but at 2:40, Cousin h ugene and crew arrived, 

All the books on the back gallery were transported to a truck, 
much like a Greyhound and are tonight reposing in the .college 
library, T suppose, PersonfL ly, I think it a good 
idea to have the books microfilmed but I should have liked 
to have had a» opportunity to extract some of the personal letters 
that were either pasted into the books or otherwise attached. 

There is one considerable advantage in having them thus 
micropfilmed, aside from having the record in duplicate, for 
once the library has microfilmed the books, there will probably 
be no more pressure from that quarter to get the books 
thejnselves away from their permanent home, —assuming 
they may be reutnned. And thei), of course, there will always be 
cfi inducement for Cousin Eugene Watson to see to it that they 
are microfilmed promptly and returned for I have a feeling 
thatby taking all the books on t,he b a ck gallery, he may not have 
rounded up all of .the scrapbooks for who could dout)t 
that there might be quite a number that weren't on 
the b a ck gallery. And that, in a manner of speaking, is that. 

It was such an exceptional .plaisir to discover a Monday air mail 
from Lyme in today's posf and I'm enchanted to learn that 
the week end went off as pleasantly as it did although I can 
well imagine how exhausting it must hav been, lasting as it 
did forever and well can I a-' predate the 3 ecret resentment 
at having to lose programs that would be gone forever and 
reading that would be so difficult to catch up with, I shall 


get seme more seed from various plantation friends 
to whom 1 SLa ue aplc for planting last season, I t 
pretty corn, having been brought to me by Kay from 
Arizona or soihe such.place when she was returning t 
California last year by car, —a year ago November 
I believe, 


That ifisagree j. ble. Dr. Eugene Katson, —Cousin Eugene, being 
Cousin Arthur's brother, came into focus in conversation 
over the coffee cups this morning whegi eleste asked 
if if. 1 H, had spoken to me about CousinEugene wanting to 
microfilm the scrapbooks, I saiif I hadn't seen J, 11, within 
the last day or two, I think it an excellent idea to have the 
scrapbooks microfilmed, but. Lord, what a job for somebody 
before the work begins, >;s you know, Miss Commie had the bad 
habit of sticking letters ^into the scrapbooks, sometimes 
pasting them in if they c ontained apcLragr&ph pt rtinent to 
subject matter in a particular volume. She did this o ten without 
stopping to consider tha\ often the fetters were written to her 
and contained opinions and news items not for o^ther eyes. 

For the people w o ere dead, —that is, the riters of 
these letters, it wouldn't matter so much if they 
we,re set forth on the library shelves, but for people like 
little Miss v ermon who are very much a'live, even as are some 
of the people mentioned in her letters, the reproducing of thi3 
materia, coul be fraught with mi^eres without end. 

We shall se what ss shell see atoui the business tut, 
in the meai time, ^ wish'ipmebody would flatten out Cousin 
EugenAudy came to see~-me i ai sundown, de wes just back from 
Alexandria where he had gone to- bring back luis brother, Albert, who 
has been in Charity hospital for a hernia 

operation. He said his siter, Aurellia, now 'rs*. Ivy Lively, 

had 'phoned him at the store on Saturday, calling from Monroe, La,, to 

sg her husband, Mr, Ivy Eively, is dying of cancer, Ihe Bynog family 

seems to be having guite a run of hard luck, I am glad Aiidy s 

flu seems to be gradually disappearing, "uring the past 

couple o'/ weeks his voice had been so effected as to make his speech 

sound like a whistle^which was at once both pitiful and hilarious, 

In the kitchen, it is a j reat pleasure to have Zelma 
presiding over the pots and pa^s. She is a little larer than 
when last we saw her. She has always been one of my favorite 
characters and my days are the happier because of her presence, 
excuding, a s it dees, such an unfidling radiation of good will toward 





aii ojt, 
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be curious to know how the live show turned out and if it 
enhances or dis-enchants when one views it being performed other than 
on the TV screen. I can remember one or two radio shows 1 saw broad¬ 
cast and. perhaps it was just chai ce in each case, but I didn t 
find them nearly so interesting as when received as a regular 
program over the air, 

% > » 

Tongight.Invitat ion to Learning did Othello and 
while e veryone seemed capable enough, in handling the usbject t they 
somehow didn't seem to bring the session off with, as much, 
interest as usual, One got the impression that play was more 
about I a go than about Othello, that lago was crafty and 
evil and Othello good but dumb, Perhaps this is another 
examole of Shakespearis primary , characters getting out of hana , and, 

I not sure whether that was Shakespeare s intention or not, 

.After all. in spite of the Merchant of ■encie title, 
the characters in that play appear to emerge rather dijferently 
from the original intention, since it is said by the experts 
th t Shy'lock, the Venitian merchent, was never intended to be the 
main character in the play which he turned out to be, The 
Merchent of Vencie, of course, is forever being compared with 
Marl owe 's Jew of Malta but I can't remember if the Maltese . ew 
in Marlowe's play got out of hand the same way Shakespeare s 
opus, Walter Cohen touched on the point that Othello was 
anegro and lego Italian ,a'id that was .about al there was to that, 
but possibly someone else discussing tl^e matter might have 
gone further to see if they could pin charac .eristics on the 
one and the other of the main characters along racial 

lines, I dou t if Shakespeare knew much if anything about the negro 
and as the play itself was taken from some old story, a novel, that 
Shakespeare had converted into a play with life breated into 
it by the Avon $ard, and so perhaps there isn t much to be said 
in that a 3 pect~of theprolbem the experts were d secting, 

I apologize for the diwxess of this ribbon, Perhaps the 
one on the other machine is a little stronger and I shall use 
it for making the envelope• I hold the thought 1 may 
get this one "threaded up" on the morrow, 


A call from Crockett, Texans, tonight fr orn some 
gentleman named Whiteside or some such, Virgil Whitesides, I believe, 
who wrote me the other day, asking if he and a flock oj people 
could come some Saturday or ^unday, I thought, and 1 responded saying 
I could see them on a Sunday, Tonight’s call indicated I must 
h a ve misread the letter and he wanted to come on a Sjtu day because 
hiis girl friend from Austin, Texas, couldn't make it on a Sundqj, 

I told him Saturdays V)ore impossible * Me said he is leaving shortly 
for some geological work at the llorth Pole durina the summer but 
hopes to get b a ck in time for Pilgrimage in October ^attd 1 told 

him 


thv't Vould'be fine And now for a dab of work, after saying again 


Thursday, March 17th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

• * 

F q ir and cold. 

From only one little phrase in tonight's 
news, did I gather that St. Partric. had 
poor weather in Lytyc» too, leading me i to believe 
that Spring is b ing coy all o er the place, 

In spite of the cold north wind, or, rather perhaps because of it, 
I was sent some assistants at dawning. One o two, like 
Mitchell, the axe, allowed as how it was too cold to work out of doors 
and I agreed and sent all such shivering folks home, but there 
were some who thought jumping about wu'ld keep them sufficiently 
warm to "make a day", and thus we pent to work, 

I was especially pleased that in this group there cere 
a couple who understand the rare Art o plumbing and so we 
hooked up some water pipe in one yard and ran it slap into the Lhcna 
garden, covering tic same igainst future freezes, A*id so we now have 
a source of water in the center of the place, thus en a bling me to sprml 
vegetables end flowers with vast abandon, assuming, oj course, 
that seeds ever get planted and temperatures go sufficiently high 
to germinate same, 

I was happy to get some more crepe myrtles moved, too, for 
any day now the thermometer is going to start moving upward and 
qt the same time the sap will being mounting, too, and transplanting 
will be out of order for ai other season, 

• '' 

It wasnice hearing from Kay and it was nice hearing from 
James but somehow James seems to bq in a faraway mood 
or do 1 simply imagine that he isn t bubbling over with merriment 
that, perhaps, may be explained by-the domestic setup alth.ough 
it seems to me his letter are much farther between these days and 
contain less of personal animaton that at 
some periods, t %. «• 


t 
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March 18th, 19 60 


Memorandum : 

88 and cloudless this morning but there mere 
heavy gray draperies to the North and at 8-o'clock • 
it sndwed in Natchitoches. Down this way, save /or an occasional 
big pu/fy, white cloud against a n intensely blue sky, 
the sunshine remain brilliant and there was even a suggestion 
that winter might be over although there wa3n t much 
» 

sugge tion o/ Spring around the thermometer. life are 
promised fine weather and warmer readings /or the week end and 


iiith the turning 0 / the page, I skipped across the 
/ence, as it is now nearly 10, thinking to touch a 
match to the gas logs to remove the chill, /or I suppose 
J. H. will be in sometime tonight and a 
dab 0 / warmth strikes me as a great help when one enters 
a solitary house late in the night. 

I was pleased to see quite ,a /ew stars and to note that 
momentarily, at least, it has turgied p little w armer 
although, in spite 0 / that, we shall have a little /reese again 
tonight, the prediction being /or a 88 reading be/ore 
morning. 

; * 

I didpped into one ortwo article in • * 

the Mavfih eader's Digest this evening and 

/ound mysel/ a little surprised at the Digest article about 
Catholicism pnd politics I think the t igest 
isn't taking gi y particular stand on any Presidential 
campaign although I must say that the article seems to suggest 
thata man with Mack Kennedy s religion as a candidate 
o//ers something to the elecorate on which the latter should 
ponder . pre r. Kennedy to get the nomination, I . 
should not be /o 0 entranced because I haven never quickened 
to his personality^ although 1 have admired him and his 
works. I guess the truth is th.at my heart is still so 
set on having e /ormer Govern’or 0 / Illinois as the 

next President that nobody else coul possible /i'll me with enchantment • 

Another article that 1 /ound arresting wasabout 
theMoslemleader 0 / negro seaements 0 / society 
in the land. It seems to me a timely article and one 
which the racial bigots should read although they 
prop a bly will not. It is deplorable that 

the negro may be led to be as bigated, racii ly, as the whites, 

but perhaps it is only some 3uch move that will wake up 

the cheap politicians. I must say 1 think the 

apathy 0 / Ir . Kisenhower and his failure to give 

leadership, raciall, every since Little* ock, is 

most lament a ble I am so glad the college 

students are making a racket a c ut soda /oumain s ervicein the 

/ive aid dime stores and I m thinking about 1 

the silliness 0 / the whole business and how I once 

viewed a couple 0 / lady hill-billies working like slaves 

behind a soda fountain in #oodville, Mississippi, serving customers 
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Sunday, Jlarcy 20th , 1960 


I caught a glimpse of Celeste at the store about 
11 this morning but she as in too big a hurry to 
say more than that she didn’t have time to say Howdy 
to ay one* Mother, it seems, had to have the lady ctor 
this morning and Celeste just hasn t time for my thing. 

Well, tonight she is having time to entertain Sister and 
daughter and the state of mind in which Sister appears to be 
and the tension Celeste demonstrated this morning suggest 
tonight's session ought to be quite a fandango, 

I was happy'to have several helpers to lay and 
by dint of much doings, we finished repairing the 
oourd trellises and enlarging the'space they cover, 

We also did much transplanting and general gardening so 
that planting'may begin almost any time, 

Hrs, Walker called me this morning to rev d me an 
editorial in theShreveport Times c bout hcle om s 
cabin, I appreciated her cooperation in acquainting 
me with' the contents so that I could speak with some 
comprehension n bout it when it'would come up at t-ble, as 
it did, I asked that the editorial be sent me and 
so I shall be able to enclose it along about Monday or J-uesc 
.the editorial is a typical Shreveport one <±ndtakes the 
opposite position I do in regard to Uncle om s 
Louisiana's legends. So far as I know, nobody objects 
to a statue of Svangeline at St, Martinsville and 
surely Evangeline is no more thoroughly fictional Chan 
Uncle Tom, The Shreveport Times, Itowever, being 


Memorandum 


here is no question about it. Sister was in a state 
of extreme mental hysteria, I gather insane jealousy 
may be the root of her presentwackiness. She has always had to ha 
a "whipping boy", being, as she is, of a nature that says 
nothing pleasant fiout anyone and constantly feels the necessity fo 
denouncing somebody. She coviplains that everyone is 
so sympathetic toward her husband but nobody feels sorry for her. 
She claims her husband had thetr 3on, Joh, arrested at Christmas t 
whereas, according to J, H,? it was not the doctor but she herself 
Of course it was t too ridiculous for words when she 
declared the reason she couldn't ha v auto insurance was because 
the doctor had been in four accidents lately, driving iA He 
drunk each time. How aiybody with a grain of sanity would 
suppose a bLind odor woul be driving a car, I cannot imagine, 

I think she was quite taken aback when J, H, told her he had seen 
name, in the paper as being the one arrested for drunken driving, 
she never reads anything, including the papers, she 
probably never dreamed the notice appeared in the papers, 

• 

So often during the past 20 years I have seen her 
come right up to the- brink of insanity and then, at the last secon 
draw back,, 1 suppose one may expect the same 
pattern to continue forever fiui one cannot help wondering 
if one day she will lose her balance on the brink and end 
up with her brother in the asylum • - _ • 

; I J?* ' j t • < I 

Veil, so much for that aspect of the week end.. Heedless 
to say the presence of such unpredicat a ble people make getting 
cji y sort of work done and accordingly I could welcome 
the quiet with enthusiasm when it finally arrived and I 
could begin some work on a dozen fronts without the prob a bility 
of i nterruptions every five minutes. 
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Monday , Llarch 21fct, I960. 


Memorandum; 


4 lovely Spring day, brilliant but still a little chill 


As sometimes happens oil Saturday morning , when the plantation 
/or the week is about wound up and a couple of hours 
remain to make it a hal£ day at labor, several men were sent 
/or me to give employment and so I .got quite a lot done that 
I had calculated on having to wait until Monday to accomplish 
spading,, trim ming and such like, I set two carpenters 
to work putting in panes /rom the / an light in little Miss Alberta 
house, the recent high winds having loosened them /rom their 
places and tosse'd them on to the lawn without breaking them, 

■‘■he men finished t'ha\ jo in such a ji//y> there was s till an hour 

to go a»,d so I suggested they build me a couple o/ 

bird bourses /or the martins which adore high points to 

nest in. There are two telephone poles running /rom 

little Miss Albert's house cJLcng the dividing 

line between tl^e gourd garden and the Ghana garden and I 


1 am employing this old machintwhich works with less facility 
than the Royal but I hope the ribbon is a little stronger and at the 

same time, I hope the new ribbon may get "threaded up" on the 

other by tomorrow. 

By the same pest by hich this memo goes forward, so also starts a 

natal day pack- ge, my thought bein' that it might be mere convenient 

tr have it arrive a day cr t?/o ahead of time and thus not tangle up festivities 
possibly planned for the middle of the week. I fear the business to hold 
down i* pers may prove a little too cumbersome. 77hen making the package, 

I found a recent Historical Quarterly or some such and tuc’-ed it in. If it is 

the one I think it is, you will probably find the article 

about one or two Louisiana Je.vs quite intere r ting as did I. I am 

referring to a second item in the package in this coming 

Thursday's C ne River !.’emo. I shall try to clip the memo 

and forward it by air in Friday's post so you irry have it by the - 

time the package reaches you although the memo itself contains nothing 

new or novel about it but was simply written with little I’iss Lee 

in mind to give her some notion as to my feelings about the item in 

question. 


thought the top o/ each pole would make excellent sites /or 
the matrins'* houses, . t'hjey will be elevated to their 
pinnacles this week, /ter which, 1 shall tie some b Q mboo po. 


shall tie some b a mboo poles arou 


the telephone or electir wire poles and plant gourd's alia round 
the . base so that vines and gourds may grace and ps rhaps 
more or less conceal the poles tjiemselves and I think 
the martins will adore the business • 


I h a ve neard nothing more abou Blythe • Perhaps Joan Frantz 
or one or another o/ the children will d rop me a card but 
the children aren't much on writing and so I don't lean too 
heavily on the hope o/ hearing /rom them • 

A letter to hand /rom — o/ all people — la Montespan, 
obv-ously trying to isert a wedge in t o Iran through the thing 
very quickly and haven't taken the address as yet so 3hall send 
along the letter later, I /ind it an interesting 
coincidence thpt, in view o/ what transpired here last week , she 
should have used as an excuse /or writing the suggestion that 
the sexapbeoks be micro-/ilmed, 

The /ive day /orecast /rom the leather Bureau indicates we may 
expect /air, dry weather straight ahead. This means that all 
the ploughs will be turning at a great rate and I probably shdL 1 
have to say goodbye to helpers with strong arms until 
another Saturday morning, I am glad most o/ my stu// 
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Tuesday, March 


Today's post broght a letter that seemed more 
from James. I was interrupted in the reading of it 
a chance to run tlirough it interruption.. 


as I turned t’ e page, I. S. Willard 'phoned. Che has been somewhere 
and has just returned home and dep. rts in a day or some for somewhere else and ends up 
Bastrop, La., which is somewhere far tc the northeast, --as a matter of 
fact, the place where Aaron Burr had ac uired land that was to be 
his s at of operations when he started down the Mississippi, getting 
no further than Natchez on his ill fated schemes with old Wilkinson to 
take over Mexico or some such. At Bastrop this coming week end the 
ladies of the press hold conclave and I, S. Millard will attend, 
although in What capacity, I know not. 

as I disconnected myself from the Millard saga, the 'phone 
rang again and it vas Mrs.walker who had consulted with the lady doctor 
today and was advised by the latter that she should skip to the 
h spital for some tests which she declined doing for at least a couple 
of weeks as she is going to Bastrop this coming week end and then entertains some 
Pennsylvanias, returning h'-rae from Mexico, the following week end. One 
really doesn't have time for health matters, fhe said what she really 
called for -was to tell me that she had been in conference with Cousin Arthur Tatson 
today and apropos of nothing at all, he c nfided to her that only 
recently he had started reading C.R.?'. and opined that he had 
immediately become infatuated with same. Such a statement from that 
quarter was certainly unexpected and almost as puzzling as that of the 
hill-billy mentioned a day or so ago, engaged in the same business of 
wasting time on public print. 

Another semi-sign of Spring's advent turned up today in the form 
of Mr. Bordelon taho guarantees to keep homes free from 
various and sundry types of insects which, if carried out, is quite 
an achievement in this clime. He operates out of Marksville, perhaps 
60 or 70 miles shouth of here and I must hasten to add that it always 
strikes me as gently fabulous that one is offered and receives service of this nature 
from such a distance Mr, Bordelon is one of those little men who may 
fit into the simple adjective, —nimble. In less than 20 minutes, I believe, 
he had thoroughly soaked the inside of Yucca, including the removing of dresser 
drawers am , after squirtking stuff in returning them, in and about all the 
.shelves of books, inside and outside of armoirs, etc., etc., 
and somehow tucked in the same job of the entire big house and all withinin 
the limited peried, and withal, departed for a month when he will return, equally 
nimble, I. trust. And now I must .nimbly splash through a b th and thence 
tc my downy couch. 


I believe they take it at the store. It seems that Sudle Lawton, some x. 
whose name I forget, but a friend of Cudie's ojad C. Dormcn of Briarv/ood £ 
letters to the Times, probably at Sudie's dictation, appl uding the 
Uncle Tom editorial. I shall relish an opportunity to read the 
letter from Carrie and then hasten to this machine and denounce her 
in round terms. 

Sudie is- out for blood against Matson, Tilliame and Britton, having 
declared when they represented the city in the Cudie-Olive Long 
racket about the Christmas lights on the magnolia that she would 
sooner or later get -even with the firm ' nd since Jack backed the 
Uncle Tom thing andSudie could take a cr ck at the law firm through the 
Uncle Tom thing, she did so. 

Of course, Sudie is a fool to lether ' 

v'ndictiveness alienate the powers that be needlessly. Her husband is 
in some form of senility, having been driven to drink, it is said by 
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Sudie, according to people who don''t like her but senile he is, 

re.ardless of the cause. Their house in town has been sold and it is said they 

are coming down into the Bermuda section, I believe, to live. I 

must say in personal contact, she has always been as sweet as a 

peach to me but I hope she doesn't come any closer than Bermuda. 

Lelma contin es to make my days the happier by her 
presence in the kitchen. She i £ T'ays just the same greet big, 
lovin' Aunt Jemima with a heart of pure gold. Each evening when she 
comes to prepare supper, she brings one of her grand daugh + era with her, ~ 
usually Emmaiee, Solimon, i 

daughter of Little King. Emmaiee is now 10 and is among the brighter 
youngsters I have run across and she an' I always have fun if we get a 
chance tc clown a bit before the other people come in response to the supper 
bell.--; 

Dr. Taylor of L» S. U. wasi supposed to come up Pom Baton 
Rouge to see me today but his plans got knocked out and 
so he called to say he would make an appointment for sometime later. 

I believe there was a death in the family or some such. I think he doesn't wont 
to see me so much as he .probably wants tc see Melrose for I believe he pi; ns a symposi 
the subject. 

I f 

i\t the hour he was supposed tc, arrive, hov/ever, came F< ther Wilson of the 
Episcopal Church in .town, a man whose mind tr vels ; long parallel paths with 
ray own and whenever, wo g t together, we both seem .eager to 
disccver what position the other has taken regarding events that have 
tr a ns pi red during the interim, ''’oday we did ;Uite a bit about 
Couth Afric but as we were pretty much in the same boat as regards the stupid 
laws inCouth Africa, so long such s scandal, we couln't work up any sort of 
a disagreement. Even as I, so ho feels all this five and dime store 
stuff is tomfoolery-and we both hope the struggle will go on in both 
the lunch counter and librarj wars currently in progress until 
seme sort of a sensible solution has been reached. 

There are one or two enclosures of no .particuT r interest but I send 
them along regardless. If especi lly rushed end prssessed of no time tc 
read them, you may chuck them with the assur nee 
you will have los.t nothing. 

By the time 'this memo re: ches your true hand, birthd' y wek will have 
begun and your schedule will be a bury one. I dc hope the weather 
may be pleasant and that all the things pinned 
by way of festivities my hold no end of delight. I 

a]ways think of so m ny similar ccc siens in the Lyme area all about the 
Same time and I do hope they all unravel just as 
you would have them. 


Wednesday, March 23rd, I960. 


Memorandum: 

. i 

Another perfect Spring d) y. 

The Enterprise celled me early this m rning to read me some letters 
from thcfhrevepcrt Times, commending in its Letters to the Editor section 
the stand taken by the editorial about Uncle Tom. They were signed 
by W. Vi, .Veils of the Park Commission, T'rs. Congor of Arcadia, a 
friend of Carrie's and some other bad whose identity I forget or rather 
whose name X foreget. I took time'out to write 
Carrie a note, making a duplicate which x I attach. 

Tonight 1 shall write a column for next week under rcitie such 
title us "Legends Never Die" so that next week the controversy 
may be kept bubbling a bit. 

I liked tonight's In station to Learning, having to do With Milton's 
Samson. Anne Freemantle and Francis.Godolfin seemed so sympathetic as pers-nalities 
much. I liked one point made, —the difference between Creek 
and Christian plays, — Creeks being these of necessity, Christian 
those of possibilities. It may be ture but it is certainly frustrating 
when the Greeks are so Calvaanistic'that everything appears pre¬ 
destined sc that nobody can break through a liffe pattern, fashioned in advance, 
no matter how hard he strives. The Christian concept, on the’other hand, 
so often pre-suppeses that people can fashion their own careers whereas 
it wculd seem that they hove n6 capacity to combat an over-powering Fate. 

Les Miserubles is Up for discussion nex* week and the following week, 

"a new series, devoted to u discussion of far and Peace", —an unfortunate 
phrase for such an announcement since it leaves one wofcdering if Tolstoy's 
novel of <>ar and Peace is meapit or if a flock of books about far and about Peace 
may be on the docket. I should like to hear Miss Freemantle have a go 
at anything but especially about the Tolstoy novel. 

This memo will reach little Miss Lee during the week of natal festivities 
and I hold the thought they may be’so•wonderfully pleasant. 
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iTrom Daisey in the Dell's letter the other u /, I got the 
Li.press ion she was descending on Natchitoches on "ednesday, the 21rd, 
and that she would be stopping-at thc-Louiri—nanne which I hod recon.r. ended to 
her a year or so ago. I believe I am correct bout her expressed in¬ 
tentions but it seems to me that on previous occasions, she changed 
her plans or somehow got tangled up with other people that 
her plans didn't pan out in accordance with her written 
pre-arrival intentions. Be thet as it may I telephoned the 
Louisianne to inquire if she had arrived and at 9 o'clock she had 
not and there was but one room vacant and, as she had made no reservation, 
it was to.be hoped she arrived soon, that is V'day, before-someone 

else -occupied theonly remaining chamber. 

' * ' ‘ 

I am under the impression that D. D» Garber is always traveling 
with someone on -whom she is dependent for transportation, certainly 
a vital necessity in the present hejir. she is making b ck and f■ rth 
to Fort Jessup from town. But it seems to mo that almost everyone I 
know who leans on others for t anspert tion ends up by getting 
their schedule in a mix-up and thr wing the hosts into con fusion by failures 
to appear or isappe r at pre-arranged times 1 —and sometimes 
, even-days. _ t 

My secretarial assistance wasn't much today and sc I read only 
one or two letters and let the enclosures In d the hand written stuff 
go until the mcriow. Jf ou may judge the quality of my areistance when 
I reprrt_that in a letter from James, there was some 
reference to Fort Jessup, rendered caesu'lly enough by the reader as 
Fort Jesus. Smile. 

I was glad to’learn from Zelma tody that Doreatha is getting along 
nicely at the_Shreveport Charity hospital, following her Monday tumor 
'operation, and expects to be discharged this week end. indy's brother, who 
had'a hernia operation recently is bock home and doing .airight 
,while Mr. ‘DarneH, the former ov rseer, left today for Chr&vepcrt to 
have an oj«r-.tion for hernia. I believe he is 78 and so may 
recuperet; a little more slowly then indy's brother. 

I hold the thought e measure of our fine Weather ray be 
rnuking itself felt in Lyx.e and that the blessing ay continue throughout 
the impending festive fortnight...... 


Thurs day, March 24th, I960. 


Memorandum: . — , • 

a lovely Spring day, moderately warm and sumy until 4 when a 
few sprinkles descended until 7. 

Daisey in the Dell Phoned mid morning. I invited her and 
her mother down for 7 o'clock, Che had sire dy been to Fort 
Jessup. When the clouds rolled up around 4 and gave no hint of going away, 

I concluded it might be dark by 7, what with the sun setting at 
6:00,'and so I culled the lady at 6:10, suggesting they come 

sooner. She said they could leave immediately and thought she could make the 15 1 

in about 15 or 20 minutes. I said I would meet her at the 

front gate at 6:35 and with what little twilight there would be, 

they cou^.d get some.notion of the appearance of the Ghana house, at 

least its toof outline, etc.. They got lost en route and arrived at twenty minute: 

before 8 in pitch dark. 

1 • » 

Her mama didn't want to venture out to see Ghana but Daisey did and liked it 

e 

Daisey wanted to know what I thought o’ Jessup. I told her 
I thought that except for the kitchen, it was a fraud. She 
said she had felt the same way, that Henry Clay Watson felt the same way, too, 
and said he was returhing to resume whatever pos + he holds in New 
Orleans. Having built the enormous building on the place, the State is 
apparently not going to ,put a curator in charge. Daisey said she had 
been tc the Mansfield br'ttle ground and museum and once, by sheer 
chance, she was able to tract down sooebody who had a.key. It 
seems the museup is a pretty building which is kept locked because the 
§tate, aft^r making the place,and park and erecting 
the museum, provides no custodian and so visitors cannot see anything 
except a field after they journey to the pl?ce to see it. I guess I 
had better take this up ith Mrx. Hodges ' among oth**r 
peple, who are beating the drum for tourists to come to see 
something that isn't being shewn. It's all so typically 
Long that once shouldn't be surprised but somehow I am. 


I 
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Eriday, March 25th, i 960 


Hid morning Long Distance called, not staging whence the call -was 
originating, after five minutes a v ice got on the air, not 
announcing its identity but 1 recognized --of all people —Ethel 
Holloman, Naturally, she .-/anted something, —some Houston 
people in Alexandria wanting to visit "elsoe. I sugge ted tomorrow 
morning at 9, She said she was ccming up some fundsy to take some 
pictures. I told her that would be fine. 

I knew not if th* Lnt rprise reaches you about the same *ime e letter 
does if mailed on the some day .nd so I 1 am enclosing this week's 
Cane “ivtr Memo as it reviews the book about tc reach ycur true 
hand. It contains nothing o'*,value as 

a review and the Thomas Qilcrease reference at the beginning is merely to 
catch the interest of local readers. I hsve feeling that you will 
agree with me thut the prize chapters.are on Hrs. potter Palmer, Hrs. Jack 
Gardner and Gertrude Stein although Feme of the others have 
'paragraphs of interest, including thst of J. P. Korg n, Mrs. Henry 
Havemayer and her daughter Electra.. The,next time I'm in Vermont, I want tc see 
the Llectra H. ..'cab village which should.hove had more publicity, I should 
thaink, than it hns. I do hope that if you haven't wandered round 
the Mrs, Jack Gardner estate you will make it a point to do so 
the next time you "inu yourself in "bean town". 

One t hin g abort the Caarinen book is that the mere metnion of names 
stirs one to impatient to travel,down a dozen different avenues 
at the same time in pursuit of bigoraphical material about one 
or another of the people mentioned. The case of the Countess 
opera knsi-Frincess Cantacuzene. Vaguely, it seems to me, she did a ’ ook 
of memories but somehow I never saw it in print although it must have been 
published. I always loved the lady whose persnality still entrances me 
every time I remember my pleasant rssciaticns with her. I have always 
wondered why she used both titles, as she always did, although, I seem 
to recall that her children merely used the Cantacuzene part. I am wrndering 
if the .Spfranska came f-rward as something to be cultivated because 
in the 1870's and 1880's and perhaps even later, pec pie wer still 
avidly reading -olstoy's novels and Count -peranski may I^ave been ,uite familiar 
as a character to the public generally. 

| , 

I'm going to be comparatively alone this week on the plantation, it 
appears. Tomorrow Colrste goes into her annual r treat down Alexandria 
way and J. II. flies to the Mexican west coast for a v cation or seme such. 


Mem; randum. 


Cloudy iith an Last wind keeping tfre tempters ture down to 
the mid 40's. The promise is for rala tonight and partly cloudy and mild weather 
on the morrow. 

It was a typical'Ethel Holloman deal I ran into this morning Ahen 
the lady from Houston about whom Ethel 'phoned yesterday arrived. Lhe was 
late, of course, and with the six A lexandria ladies and two small children, 
arriving ty two cars, constituted senethim much more than what I 
had supposed I had bargained. 

One lady .was interested, the others were inospable of much iate’cst 
and the kids raised such hell that nobody could get much out of the 
tour. I, however, could shorten it ap recfebly wh^ch.1 did. 

I didn't see Celeste today as she was in tfre big .rood early and this afternoon 
was in retreat where she will remain for s few days. I saw J. Ii. at 
supper, however, and he remarked that Sister phoned last night and that 
the !7enk household seems to be in just qp much of a j ngle as ever which 
is certainly'saying .uite a lot. ... 


About 8:30 tnoghit somebody tapped on my door. It w:s Joe Henry, 
wondering where J. H. and Celeste might be. I could state where 
Celeste might be but, ox course, had no notion as to where J. II. 
mi ht be passing his evening before heading for Mexico on the morrow. 

Joe Said he had come down from Arkansas er.d Juanita A. had driven 
over from Ccnroe, Texas. Their thought was tc surprise everyone. They seem 
to have surprised nobody but themselves. In this w/orld in which we move, one 
would have supposed the d,ay of surprises were long since passed, so far as 
bobbing up announced for week ends. I suppose during the past several ye rs not 
many people have surirised the Joe Henrys for week end visits and , for all I 
knew, they may never have imagined other people might have plans th t do not 
include the surprise week end visits in the cords. 
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A cull from The^nlerprise this morning oc’.nowledged receipt of C. R. ", 
for next Thursday. It ./ill be entitled ""Chunking a 

Natchitoches Legend". It is less anux answer than a counter statement 

about TIncle Tom as have been appearing in the Shreveport Tii.es editorial 

and Lettes to the Editor of ’’ate. The enterprise suggested it, might 

be -n excellent idea to send this coining Thursday's column toDon Ewuing who 

probably wrote the fhrevepcr Times editorial and to each of the people whose letters 

comma nded the paper on its position, including T. ’.Yells, c '.rrie and so on. 

There's nothing exception about my piece but it will suffice to set tongues 
wagging.some more on Uncle i om which is exactly whet I want. 

I was rather sleepy last night when jotting down the memo end I may 
accordingly repeat myself a little but I hope you will not mind. 

In talking about "Fort Jesus" and other State institutions last 

night, Daisey in the Dell remarked that twice of Is 4 , e she 

has passed by the Mis afield State Park to find it locked end 

without caretaker.. l*y impulse is to write a column on f‘■ate museums that 

are not open to the public whose tax money has built them. 3}ut, before 

taking ,en in hand, I taink I shell explore the matter a little 

further .before sounding off. After 11, Clara Long Knott did 

get behind the D. a. R. to petition the Legislature to get a bill passed 

for her brother to sign into law, creating the Jessup thing. That with 

most D, A Jt. ladies I know having nothing to do and all day to do it, 

it might not be a bad I idea to write less about the State 

failing to supply a custonuian than to suggest that the P. a. R. 

ladies, having seen theirinitial efforts crowned with success, constitute t emselves 

as a committee from whose numbers ladies anight be assigned to nrn the posts, what 

with, the State having failed to do so. Of course this would be a very bad solution of : 

anything worth while as a museum but, except for the little old kitchen, 

the big Fort Jessup thing is of mighty dubious v rl ue anyway, except in the money expendi 

on its construction, and so almost anybody might vo to keep the place open during 

daylight hours. Like Mr. Ho ges, the D. a. R.'s seem to be forever 

concerned about calling a meeting to decide on when the next meeting should be 

held— a policy which seems to be excellent for taking up 

- lot pf time to accomplish nothing and, as the ladies and Mr. Hodges both 

seer, to adore such meetings, it might jolt them a little to receive a 

suggestion that theyactually do something. J ut of this point and others, I 

shall do a little more thinking before setting the suggestion down in column form. 

And m y festivities be g< y in Lyme ~hen this reaches the- true hand of little 
Miss Lee...... 


Felicitations 

by God, Feyer , Quatorze, Saarinen 


and Lestan 
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te put it an nar# na. diidntta i., 

• <nd\B» were ever*thie way a/ Sotu day 

0 a* .,(i\a'» n/tar»a#»* 34.. si0 vp. • \ ; ■ c . »b b-t 

.v - afri» c 1 la &;•... ii Uto t ab^f bi-.-A % ioA aiu^Ae 

■ 9M 11 I epened themetal *a* axhl au^Ml*-/ar the 
first time in years t actually had a new ribben 
t>aun!i it^my shand,iand I. natioad senethiny I hadn't kn»wn 
aei.’.ioa\ .si* \befere,-representing.a new fashten innewribbene, 

paaie .apparently, thatnis, aaf ta-Aa. :Ua X rewall, in the 
« i frumu fid days, a new ribben ifilledoiniallHhe'spaee between the 
b»iu ,\ v .«#»*#*: an* fctafc waund* 'way'eut te the rim ef 

in; 9 1 t{the tape el au \;ltf ,?fet t.he*firtt tine in recent years , 

I netiee that this type ef ribben-eedupiesenly abeut half 
the spaee between the enter eirounferenee ef the epeel and the 
st\ P.,3 * i tetyripin^in:-tha? middle ef the yadyet an whieh 
is,' xtheinibben, is anehstedv**I> menttmn this ta'demenstrate 

sr tr. *9 • * / hem fadibehind I am tnzknewing a beut new and eherter ribbene 

rt w ?.* t ‘n *kiek may ha te been tin meyue fer^years and 'yeare 1 eitheut me bn 
, S / Vr t dbeut 'rthe *new an& eherter material, 

• « 0 4 xa'iSk titiatsi 

Be that as it may $ I an naturally deliyhted te have 
r\ 3 'thinpe adjusted enee -ware■.<mm that I main yet en with 
i 9 - maohine which -Werke ee .muoh mefie easily -\u 
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* ' * John brought mo a bottle of "Meraaan Beatty" wine which ie j ol< 

ef taste and witheut much alcekel and *helma had a cake and a 
quart ef ioe oream, all ef which I theught quite 
nice, »e sampled the wine ferthwith but I saved 
the balance fer my ewn delectation,■ oemparatively alone 

•n the plantation, what with Jee and Juanita A • having gene te tow, 

. . .Mii. o riUTUb n ir' V» 4 D .<) flfiw blift i >4 \i • * ' •> ... . 

Saturday a fternsen I was mildly taken aback when, in 
»« * . responding to alt&ji snaths^dber^Jtnspuntered, --ef dL l people,- 
- t . .Myths Bendy. Jean*Ftantxc and Id Johnson, \Blythe breught me 

**#!•*!•• Tswny Pert and -sOU*elegant kandwiohee 
14 and Jean seme faney erqckers and •dkt 1 and 2 a • 

straw hat, hand made, and it was all quite gay • Blythe 
. .^seemed: quite\ in the pint ef Condition and we had 
u^quite^a ntoe visit,* oc 

V; T>did iddi ttle a vehdfe rM Snio 

o. 4 Hallowed Qreuhdw SbkeKtfiSk'iitle , Because 




o,. S i4 Mta»«*&f*-WU»a*d *««««•• 

«i x il ms fairly .sleepy ptl *••«“****,* J!* 8 sleeping 

j ^missxanything'aqd ee^ItSMll begin agnih tenight and 
ay, a •■*«** I?J» |*ii| what*Jishipped ever 


vicb * ,,4 iLviiadUnightutii^ \% ***■- * ** ****•": 

+ »>•+ °v > ftoi.a*’s’’nsuo 1 ^ 4 o *taiua a*\4‘ iiftS’-isi'Sii aortas 

cwidalukad supper tegttherbenight,/ He said he 
. , - UB1 ; a - /»<* U«» o*#uts4*®0 whea ®t»r»«d /r#» fc#r 

. ue4 4 ... - ^ f V retreat, pausing at the house snip*lend Chough te get seme 
, . i , - frosh ciothes and head\osty»gai.nfer-H<ktchPtooheo where 

she will to *laaptng*at tt^a*#®***** «•**£*?»«?• »obo uati2 J, H, 
returns from Mexico, 

* t ,1 »i ba4*.j' sb - « r.o 1 % \ici ** 8° iu *'f 8C - . _ 

*it* >ay. Miriam Johnson brought *#-<* dopy Hf lhe Forestry 

magazine or ■eeese sueh «and ^' *beHovO' ste*eaid there was a 
gourd artiole in it, I suppawm-tktptyo something I 
knocked off so far b a ok I have forgotten what it is and 
..... , , I J know net if men* dr* pictures id* I haven t had anybody to oek 
*• through sat with md and so il dwm^t knew </ ** is ef the slightest 

ievt.ennet ejrmet *»«»»•. 

• «0 «'* b 1M 1»W#M 8W- ... 

Oi *4 ".r W+ oowbeyp. Jow *il*oJK 9 wh# transacted the selling 
.4 )04 , ,be 0 &#at>Ue .tiarfc «u*«n donfdsse* *fust before 

ul/w 5 aNto*r*«2 «»d f»t »*x • #ad he confessed 

whop George and *eter did to wovhP have bte n better off as it 
ita and* «& bi*» sfkid+S.had to pay tie lawyer* wl* htVpr ope rty for legal 
• ... v , advise that, ended up tn t he confession, *-Wbor and George 
Tsm‘t ‘**.1 .-.a"vr,i had heemx tremgk*.m JbtohtUehoe to testif y and Zelma ■[»* *• *•«• 

b y ir»*S* It* •«« tfc»y mhon*their * 

...asu t .\»....t 5 Aalnf* 2 o anxious to get mutemparole when their 

turn oome up,, bat'., arart* fatto 


Monday, Mark 88th, 2960• 


, . . .t: b*.» ei .■ aor.? v , aAJ e «tt i 

\» j at a 4 t iv- ai‘,4 «i scsi-r"!'. ait In Mti\ iV.aiT's” e 

¥e»»ronduai:, »■».' - 

.•.'.a a , c..'.:a i ,i ; a. naaiu i ^n.i a t*'s biv^ja-ts oitu 

Cloudy, humid, and warns he white ntMhon grams is pushing 
up through ythe grass and the leaf kuds on the ^persimmons are swelling, 
f have had a flock of cuttings from a prise .persimmon aln my ice box for 
Seserel weeks,\I must round up an odd assortment of Wax and stuff 
K and get busy doing a. dak of grafting ,ef those on some eld -trees 
a nd two or .three ef. the young persimmons sat out at 6hana, 

. Uao « is at . ot n i •< a*-. »c w - •• 

Mrs • Walker called mo this morning to say that she had 
justtlewnad (/«» ithes bamkobhwt this day.' an. >2d\#«i»d down 
Bermuda-, way was Being sold, Shm didn’t knew where Ut wae 
actuated but weuld find eut and let-, me knemj-c lhe mama ef 
the purohween ls a Mrs, Biebardsea*, I asked hen rtf the name 
ef the person welling the property mould be- Jones and the '• 
said she believed it te be, - -■'■c a 4 i 

i-i\ k 'iy :-?Hi • aAbio; amiti &ov 

Later evidense confirmed this Jones ibusiness -and that 
it to say it is the eld, old house appearing su the JeyeUt Coast 
plate, giving the name ao Reform P lanta-ti,a and the builder 
as Franeete Rokiaux, PaPa of Osgte Robtaux whs married Joe Henry, 
father, efi. Jojt, 8am and E,. Henry, thr latter tke husband ef 
the late Gammie**, Henry, »' 

«-.;q it'.' ir. r'u\ Zot'.i !• o*\ aa«t3*t aa <j4u> nil* it a it* 

s; This is the house, of course + where Cousin Josephine Grunwald, nee Fla 
was horn and this to the plasm.that has the two kuyw 
cisterns whisk* 'fa believe, arm the*largest inhtheipaiHbh, *■ 

i*ti. »■ at itiii 4lti alla'i. % itai3ib^ao 

. ,S iHre, Walker called me baok latere &he confirmed ■the make 
ef. the purchaser^ sod says Mrs, Riohardmon tain t any money but 
tens sf enthusiasm and is prepared ts*put 10 thousand, dollars 

into edging the place:. It is the enthusiasm and the a bility te 
spend t enough to save the place that is important,' of-course, and 
thus the eld plase da given tha. premier, Of a new- leaser •«* tdfe, 
ui I 0ball { immediately set things <in motion* so that>\ v.% ^n;*lri:s 
various civic groups,*aud e specially the Hystarieyh: Bad ice, 
nay offer to lend a hand-on odds and ends mud shall recommend that 
the plaeSiPe pat eh Pilge.imayey this year if peesitrle* next 
ts yearwfet sure* and I'taOeMlmeadyc.wr'ltta'w tha owndvI*ehalV 
be glad to eontr bate nhet 1 knew from family eeebUmto K bf ' - • 
the former^layeut* Wh «rr the switched eh* but ldings\were situated, 
how thh'planting* MS* borrtbdx ou* und± a* couplet of the L original .. 

bheh the'' 0 rig inar gallery was removed e*4*0 "* one eubetitut 
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Tuesday , Marsh 89th, 2960 


036 L .rifraS. iH 


.uuftoito . yi'-fc %•' i/uiinssi a- j oolloo o'te 

.• .a Heme ran du*x . •••* - a"" 1 

■ \jx>be»Jibo fc «• At ies iiiiaitto tA^im »Aa V 

t 1 lovely toum day im thv 80'ewith ’sene ef 
s’ 'tv the skewers that mere pre iced-'fer thisa f tens on and tonight 
i although I suppose we might, get a v is i ta*i on he fere me ruing ins pi 

the cleudless skies obtaining new • 

, - e. Mini ’ ci.te i.si‘ -o «e:- bb«»V. one- 

tJ .. * Bertha and Heps Bump*, friends ef Miss late, sailed me frem 

v; ' 1 * their hsmseim tewn this merming * Their tad seme guests frem 
m Great & .tpef% lengoIbland,•whom they wanted to bring dewn this 
* i of tenses* and down they- earns and life- stos^sortr, ef dull during mest 
v . . .n.-sf the visit* The.feurgirls mil wbnt teyfratt Institute 40 years 
, * age and*theg here having, a HttlelmniversmTgsget tegether this 
week end . one ef the ladiesh a d eenethtmg te tell I theught 
Hi its gay • Except fer shoe, she had never been in a plane befere 
, ^until she. flew dewn here frem^HewiTerklyeeterday . The eme 
im ~ eseeptien happened JustriOyears*age*when, as m yeung girl, her 
i papa permitted te make** 88 mile flight with Glenn Curtis whs 
wye barns terming areuud \ seme where in the Mew nark area 
in 1910, and net until 1960 did the gal ever venture inside a 
s.-.j plans **i o a.-.- *•'*■ ■ % ti - V 
i- c- • %t o«iA*Si"*e ,.!te • A .-cs, s'v-.be* stint-. 

- , / t Accordingte my eallendar,. is the rebkttfs birthday • 

Bet having the slightest netien as ts*where she might be, 
but wanting te send fiiPtatiene, I sent her seme flewere, a ddressi 
,i*them te-.:the< Advertising Mart ef Shreveport, thinking that if 
a . *the didnit'shanee te be there, St her people in* the effiee 
knight enjoy them, io- &nUrn ions- tsA 

Si t S *i .ylo'-iv • •O'-" T5- 0* ii \,\S 

Aa-usv Half an heur later, Hr* Ryde*ef the leu*stanne metel phened 
«o- me, esyingjavfleekief wenen worst scheduled to visit Sedges 
Gardens and Mr, B yrd had phened him te nek if the ladies 
might be engineered ever te Heiress • hey might net • 

a* *ut I was glad te talk wkth Hr* Hyde per n ■•»«»* and 
wrecked him. if he. had attended the deinge- at fart Jessup en Sunday a 
. , said hashed,osBefsre we had*fiusihbdi Me*asked me if I had 
; • eoenCerolyn'lost eight er this >Mniic»Hir said I had net • He 
V, i saidzshe had been an evernight guest at the Leutstemne, having 
\ ,, u otemaziy fivemJVhpeVepetii and.was*getugLem- te MswOrleans 
•tort •* 5 teday andet^et she was planning te fig te Peru within a day 
u aono r.eet tweb* Tbat-mmat. ber what^la 3teru\had. ref ensue e te in her 
s*\ ><t oi letters** ho \\e *o end e* S-i*u «b *A^*m site ,r? 

•alssA \i©n»\ 

* tt*«: a- irhtdless te say f I-was glad Izba# S99t*$hs flewere te 
>*'***-■ . tub AyberHUibgTMsrtMe*that, the girls there might enjey them • 


I 0 ,ffee-ed aoress the fence this nerning and was net 
surprised te find mine hestess in the seven he a ven ef 
delight, —the aftermath ef her week end retreatI «‘ 
understand the ehief spiritual adviser was a darling, stemming 
a i ifnem Aiassaohpsvrikbav -Ameng *ethen things he *ts r epvrted te 
r, 4 itftas via have .vaidbaoces.sa irpuestiem ?Khce*Brtgh* zhatfe tse ^te ^queetien 

x«o soi Divine Wisdbem^n •having created pSSple in different eels re, The 
* . Catholic fihureh had better warteh eut / er the J&ttwens Ceuncil will be 

tzz-wlapipittg '*haS bedy inte the same wategery as -the Vonn\tnis*s, 
sigwsj everyene> whe disagroeswtth *their bpgertty is automatically 
transported into a Kremlin cell • 

'so--, ftrte yjoft ftJr ^Kiivxftir. si AS sm bat too - 

CleutAervUla made ihe air loaves- this warning in the trine 
section • OwSaturday 'semS eid r asident of- that place was - 
raped f robbed ani.murderexb by 'heitJM year olfr+lhoW d i vn , one 

CaneBiver s saws'-te have lets ef Jsweatees f both 


? Joe £cutes** CansHiver 3 mews-'—-.. .. 

mulatto and white and the present one is mbits & •'Jus- 
murdered alady w as discovered until Sunday awd" her grandson 
was immediately pioked up in Tyi er ,Texas, and he helpfully 
admitted he had dene the raping,* robbing and murdering 
Sz ebfiMAse’grandus* sent- i% t i.« a.te e. Ji yo - »» 

Tftliiil* an* V i MftWi-uvIS, .. zii or.*-*.is a - ,v -le 

.uii The -artist walled me dope Igmibeptghjk* She said e - 

her.yran.dsem, Prather was, in Jail id 8hreeeponf+ -thanked s 
man in a henkeytenk fer a light and the mam had pulled k s- 
knife en him and se irether bad shot him with a gun 
ftftit .bl. ;h.. he badsberrewed frem^-eue ef hie adymmintemeewm Brother is 
King's beu\Whe eae my pupil Sne year when he was unable^ "■■■ 
te walk- < 41 * the. 6 miie* ts school bemuse ef bis v weakened 
eenditten, following illness resulting from ever sating parts green . 

■ Brother never did grew.wuoh and «24b*uyK *» to #•» about 81, he etill 
;vleeks*.%bput 10 years «2d».o The. artist Tepertstt^ that Brtther*e 
i «• nama. Hay belle'* had been te*ssshtm in tbs Jsil and-^rethei* 
c j hadismidtkb Wwembmd te* wkev<k the non bee auee^hb didn't want hin 
tensut* opt.Hi*. 91 its maybe. *lt weald appeal Brother must have 
.s' been* well-Uigb+e lad rveyant tv anticipate somebody* nightwant te do ee 
cutting on «i«o« b« had provided himself with * fti» in advanoe • 
The*artiet,aJvst.befere Ibarning ef Brother's adsvntu*e\ had 
t heard- on tke. radie abeut then Clewtierville ymkdnothe>\hnd 
velentfsred the information tpat she,wesn f t ewer going to* 

1st enexsfzher grandson's stay with-her. I laughed at her en this 
point, telling hir that she knew Parfeotlg.well.ehewasu t 
,v. of rsiitvfz the waps tent tils bvt^eimplg wanted Mr*, ic' s*>. 
e» .fthftito deeks^sleair when Pa decided te^muks .s reunto iw Pf a JM» 

tea<ue n o b elldred Sirtkat one a*d ws< hypg up (m.fftg^pf gigglss ••••• 
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Ora sailed this naming t# aay the had snoeuntsred a 
1st nare matertal having ta da with her dinrysnnd asking 
if aha night canault with na an Wednesday aftamaan regarding 
\.fi994ngi\kane t af itt.tagather» I*!at the*anlg day this 
m s e weeksI .shall have a slave ta'lend hand *»t Ora's wark 

a-. *\4h mere inpartant than at ythiug the slave and I night he daing • 

# <j»«st qMiiuot4* grille 88»Ibii*io a AS. 

C*ra Maude Hioks alsa called this naming ta say 
%*t a; o , o /I'A/•u»»i gening dawn far wteumd a * Batohitaohes 

. •esLQ an Thursday af ternsen and migh she bring than dawn here far a tau 
e . «. -,-i\'-\M had even C giants* araynd 11 a'olacp,* just dawn f ram tarn, and 
< i tshen mentioned the feasibility that ehe night he heme an 
b-umv. Ci* * SF. Thursday aftamaan*and sa I said 0+*I* ta the nuns, knawing 
ei i- Celeste ds mildakaut then and will he- delighted ta have 

ts-li-tAt I L ±.thsetsfgr- Sbffew b-rteasr . i ». s \.% a.«c • ; 

4 asti...c L' iti ttaa4 mait bort arts t aoit* * ac^-o. **’* Mp 

a^d a;>s . , ins ffctlt-s the Baupts.and-party were .here this afternaan, Dr,Tails 
's* . i in*fran.Bew orlekksb-'-I a m ulwagstyled'tw see her 

; vo ttitafcttd I was delighted there-was sansbady ta lend-me a hand 
.5-U) in managing, the sweet girl graduates' af Pratts 
o fttiBLi atutisau tr.ua a At bi ■ 0 o (; .I IJS«u S*it hiui t 0 i 61 iti 

ind spaking ef Pratt, there was a letter f ram the A iehard 
Paatts in tadav's past, having sanething ta da abaut 
. . Biehslas #iddle. t \I shall evsleee itc here* with ar later 

t «* i-iV is 4ncthe-weekb ec it* it a it a-ts £«iux:»t r«V. 

li.-LVik t : .tawai\ ar*c -tad tsias I 'Lac •« ^itiSttuat S :4 

V, u . : .\t I fa and mya elf wandering haw Helen night 

L' ;\,a - i.t, be.faringvand if ft wasn 'ta baut tine she had sample ted 
her glabe-enstroltng aet and assartingly-Tiknaeked 
aff a nate ta her at Ido# • Vaguely, it seems ta ne 
* * tat*... *«m u.she planned target baok x abaut the middle ef March and 

cft\’ .«i ! ' ioif certainly shaald like taXhatsat^jaatevfran her as ta haw 
esi ui a HShftwtde sstaUS b**t*rt% U-A '/sv.^ *tV e«abn ■ 

,Stit trtfcJw u»*' • ae**itaVt at -.at-.* Sa-iaauifcHa a4 Sil^-im 

>»!'• s«*r*w Cans uncalled ne this naming^fran hamsW She said she 
- i.« 4 i-RtsIi was gaing tet her, aff iee far an haur thiseftarnaan but 
b .1 t haped ta\fgel pert enaugh ta try ta.nakeitt dL 1 day 
• $«st »#«t wegk„ Jesterday she startedifer?the affias in nid afternaan 

muu . t aiui«o.s and finally node it but an leasint hat bausa, naught her Spanish 
eiinai’ spike hesl ^#» -her sidewalk and-fall* dean, scratching up her 
o it tu n^knest eennideeably but\nat daing any cther damage ta her 
-'«A it- «t s except her pride • She hasnH learned yet *that» an ar ending 
71, she night da well ta knaok aff an inek’ibt^twa fran her 
fanoy high heels • ^ . . _ * v 

a.,i#tita tAv,Jjt 0 K haldtkg^ the thsu^ttthS'tnarfppzpgy^egi, pretties y 


X M.*<VC 
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Wednesday, March ZOth, 19 60. 


p »*#t t *ncet>al<| 

Memarandumt a 

. taaiai U-' ■ : c i ' ■ ■‘r si«c «»a4 x A * • o;.t fc •• tit 

Anyway yau leak at it, taday has been sa lavely in 
this part, af the warl<[ ami Irtiald the thaught that in 
nany ways it may have been equdLly sa in Lyme *"• v 


S 1 L 


' C:'S ft' 


sut 


' i; h , as;. 


1 1 '.ft ft 

in spite af much aannanading last night ta the Barth, 
the stars averhet\d were never bl at ted -cut and net a drag 
fell in the directi an af the greatest raoket» 

■ tanas* osatt % «*&btcAoiA .etV iltjci La /.int I u. alttil 

I was sa happy this warning an awakening befare sunup ta 
see haw he a venly blue was the sky and a nice breestc rase with the 
sun and kept the gaurds rattling an sthe frant gallery all day lang 
while tepightg the breeze has,, gene ta resit with the sun and the 
mean is radiant aqer. the quipt, perfumed gardens that leak 
v * #• pretty at this pajbt sunset haur, u v. a e 

, "it- v a ae- *ta- ft-, i-. - . c !«•••■ 

Baturallyj all day ny thaughts have been n heavering" aver 


a i 


.90 ■>. ' 


Si. 


Lyme and nil day I-have, been balding t the th aught a measure 
af happiness was bubbling all aver the pHee • *1 




a«* t 5i e*4 t t; o4 «• % m '/ft' 1 " .*so»;io.Ha 






t. 


Zhere were lets ef tele-phene, and tea many peaple taday but 
x all af them were pleasant and eat although pleasantly tired, 

. 1 I'oan well imagine thatlfttle piss Lee may well be, tea, 

. but withal as oantented as Lestan, I hape* 

ftj- . .-.0 £'. At l If. 3 .soft:. ( ft-. vJK'ii* ) ft-tfti tA. . a ftftt t Iift 

j| calif ram tawn this naming annaunoed that same 
peaple from General Maters were haping ta jet sane 
. yr pic types* In the past, I sight have disoau^aged then but 
. i , what with mauie nakipg being so. much ta the fare at the- mameut, 
ft 0 Z assumed 4~t wauld be just-as well ta let the mgaainesihave 
their ga at things, tea, and am 1 geve the peaple- - 
ts' quit,p a let af time • I guess they arrived abaut 10 and tt 

-’oc ?°a« nearly 5 kef err, they departed and I think they get same geed 
shate, —everytbing inoalar% t*,e i'. tsn. s:* 

•a. a : bat :'ftc A a i. • siho -ft s> « a. Aoe< ».'■ • ta-tv = eavs 

t -4a tft#y drave awayg seme friends pf France* Jack arrived and 
- td#y had a cauple ef ladies fram fngland with them and that was very 

*t ac ■ a. at *t A’ftftC 1 tt-ft (ft vrJ .* 6 t'.' 1 ) sIAritnoac/ i **t 

sail, o \n ta4ittB« arts bit.* t «& MUuuya a ( ,ii l©a- «t eSae ta*'t* 
tiartS :;in\ fttc,naq Beal^ott v,' itai> - •• e isaa4 av .A at iitjsai.it aus-rt I 
TftA.J o. o^uU .ti a^afi Sud oi.or v .ahioo ai*rt«i IIi\ blu*w bt oton\a< ad 

ft A / s AS— ,t"t®art tint ni r* rteA*- airts v|Iiia t Vrttjiitnt te r 'i 
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t, : t'tftirei e 1 >«d eioU ai' «- U*X t 0£: I f* 

i 9 \e • >«» X* * Thursday, March 51«t, 2960. 

eo «»Jo X« 4-iti «a( VJW A«*i\ :;*t e*o.-\ci i OfcttU f cow *1 

:"• *b blu*qi c * tU**B . ' 

blu«oi e$ * tmU* * ? Inuvo • a«r it • .'•* • ‘.«r • x - - 

T. 5 s o 0 . ftftS* T,*tOi , b. * l -i •***«* 

bn.o*. #«»« \ji«i * **.»?' e$t>4 ■ v • "t% ©w* siU •T:»i 

r j u*is »fc r msw \£r • • 3 • • : - 

.•> ' Uemerandumt u* 1 v • ' . X • *■ ■ bow i . ■ i 0 . 

s;<:T9bi«\ r n©X OJr er; r :»o?. " s’ v.»r.;'JC>0 »e*T&9 •* * 4 0» 

♦ o- J ^ *ait A lively simmer 1 -*’ day, oleudlese and warm, and rather 
- m: leng, the hear new being a half after midnight • 3 

# jrt v: rj-tued i-S \jln« • !5 0 t : s: . ' - ^ 

. 1 Ur-s: -,g is. 2Wa turning befrre •breakfast,Fugakeu, whims sent te 
etw * . c later dm.' my vinyard, secured the Servians if* <Beau Mack whs 

i *. ; s . • : ?.£ was'migrating a traotwie whi oh was? attached 'yWht the right 
US'!. . To i»x tlo'dttfivi si that befere 6:30 the Ghana garden mam oempletely 
r. co- 1 ploughed and ready fer planting,'z v o3 o •--■■u i 

3!i!:Uo. fcftP.i- •«: -h*HOf :-ii *3 8. : S i-.r- 93S3«. 

9 Tsi* il^stent te the stermte get the* seeds I had'ordered 
-v o t l in febsury and was surprised^ and anneyed when the* olerk 

said the seed salesman had been in latettyavd he- had net 
seoured the seeds • #e thinks gardening fielish and isn't 
. . . v,:\ very eeeperative in suQh matters, 

t.’.iM _»o smi* 0 bvd boil st\ .i s s , « 0 iT.»V ^ oj>* 

.a: I*set Tvgdbeu aud^ifitchel te deiwg ether'things 
but Uitohell was tired and Fug^beu etas a little en the high 
ftlo til 0 ,» side, t r Several thmes°>Z' hud ta belp'fug a bea find his son, 

•>, . r irshis bee, 1 hit oldpgers, im Jet at:which T am he* mitoh geed even 
i \,n . 'tiehtea,lq*king* fenny*eww thjnwW ••• .*>••« si ^.e'. 

'* 0 , 0 ,'! art* «• i i ^H49< ei tti»h -*'• •• «• 3uU us * 

t 0 1 “ i: 1 ft* fti JU) ft*iX had the Thursday people all merning and at 13*30, 

j \€eleate minted me te give a teur fer a girl-friend ef here »h* 
. 0 . v \ had spent the nightwithher, ~^n aunt if-■*•■ bty 
t.. *>i\z ttUM :Dehlievx,- thailatter tslling^sie what a*ieinderfal time Bebby 
1 - \i «is shaving* exploring tb**U«imse serapbeeks nt the eellege 


pleasant 9 tee, I was trying te wedge in a little werk beth inside 
and eutside Tuoea and I get a Sfv things aoeemplished d theugh 
net as uoh, had 1 been able t, inspire" my helpers, 

• ■ . 1 AS Of.' ■ ® i \i- r 0- '-i 4 ‘ 

* i Twice I nearly breke my neek, racing testelephene calls 
that were :*/ »• mement but thtngs went that way up until 
supper time, And Just as I respended te the supper bell, 
t J eneeuntered Teusie Utllspaugh whe had oeme te make a 
little reund. She remained utnilQ : ZO, after which I 
breught heme the plate Zelma had 'fixed far me and se muched a 
little as I talked with Mrs, Richardsen, new ewner ef the eld 
iRebaiux place. We made an appeintment^fer teherrew night 
at 6 when she will drive me up te leek ever her preperty 
and when I shall give her seme cenoept ef hew the place leeked 
in the eld days* She seems enchanted at the preepeet ef 
Mjettiug such a glimpse and, naturally, I on delighted 
te de whatever I oan .te lend a hand, Prebably afterward $ by 
meenlight, 1 shall give her a glimpse ef Melrese, a 
" place whe has never visited and se it weuld dppear temerrew 
night will be busy, tee, Mrs, Richardsen whe ewne a heme in 
Flerida has-a husband in 'Japan,■ %hey have lived in Germany and France,■ 
Army, I suppese, They have twe beys, beth 23 # ene being their 
ewn sen, the ether an adeptsd bey ef the same age. When 
riding a leng Cane a iver t >and oatohing sigkto'of Heferm ^plantati en, 

.she fell tn leve with it, get particulars and immediately 'phened 
' her h us band in Jap an whe teld her net tv let it get away frem her, 
Well, we eught te mere (knew mere) abeut all this en the merrew, 

ar.-c.fi * ti • ■ oxun v. «'«**•»* 01 i'.> irntt : '\ it. 0 •. 

Tenight'e invitatien te ^earning dwelt ew r - 

c I Hater Huge's lea Mieerables, a npvel 1 never warded up te, 

. 0 : 5 t: The panel seemed te agree the stery, ever-stuffed With ceinoidenoes, 

. was net te much the actual werld as the private oreatien ef 
a Huge-Wade universe, *enebedy cbhreuktn ' he lime - 
* that Geednees wad Stupidity were natural cempaniens, a statement 
spew fer debate, I she did think The rvnawtieisn ef the 1830's 
had waned when Lee Miserable appeared in 186£ but it ' 
was agreed the beek was a suooess when it appeared and has 
oentinued pipular• a As it was never pepular with me, I oannet 
u .way much en this pelnt. It was said the eiinoidenoes were 
tee imphpvbbable (impreb a ble) but I seem te remember 
ether sets in real life equally se, and the number ef oandlestioks 
I have knewn te have been stilen by hapless peeple frem their 
benefvoters weuld fill whele cathedrals but mere ef Huge at an ether si 

Fer tenight, enly this wksh is in my heart $ —that it has 






. . 
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At It 30, Couain^ora Maude Hieks and Carmen's aieter, serving aa 
p.ilota, arrived witji o couple ef nuns and a bevy of near nuns /• r s 
teur. It was quite unsatisfqctory from my paint ef view as the 
party aimply would t atiak tegether* We weuld da the library, far 
example, and ene ef the nuns and a ceuple ef ether bag s weuld remain 
there aa the party pregreaaed, It centinued thua threugheut 
the teur* The twe er three bags oertainly never heard anything a beut 
what they were seeing aa they made the slew progression , always a heuae 
twe behind• I was glad when I get they put •/ Yucca and en the way 
te their ears, Carmen's aieter asked me far a felder abeut Clementine 
•m land <ZV returned: from the <ivaut*loour and daahed inte my bhtrearn te 

get pne from the arnflr. and was a otonisho* to {However a nun enthreed 
therein* Shades ef Hope Haupt, and enly 84 heurs apart* 


i 


vS 5 *'C t-I* 


txOrp same as K they were leaving* & advised her en aeveral literary 
«. points* s he read me a letter that had rpaehed\Her today, It was 
ii'-ui - dated Mareh 14th and was pasted frem Marshall am Tuesday night apparantl 
Careiyn asked her .If she wouldn't like te «fcc re sear eh far pictures and 
the intreduotnry section ef a photographic keek far whioh Hastings 
Heuee had asked her 18 months age* I advised against 
. doing anything en suoh a keek until, all thmphotographs were 

to hand, advising Ceeelya of her idea sn thim point, and that 9 ef oeurse 
.Ytr. means n ever* , <■,> \y. >\ » real, a »*'-< 

1 1., 

She left just.hefsre supper and there o«was fllad t# /ind X. H* 
bask frem Mexiee, said As had had a good time and that 
oetten was weeks behind there and in south' Texas, 

AciA ■ .. «• ei--4 4 b «4»” i 4 i: a At* 

c. ai*‘. Per ip the nsw swnsr ef. \the. . £ ehiaiur plate,, arrived a little 
k 5 c«. beferet6 with her lb ysar,sld t »s«*e Wtf knsw*ns.t if it was the 

adopted ene er the other,, and we\, Journeyed up yonder, * new reef is 
being put on and new fleering is being laid sn tbs upper gallery* I 
% j'y.:ipelnted out places where things had been in t he ante helium period, 

«.o' - 9ase her thenamee ef seme efithe.resemey ete and-when they 

brought met heme at firptdatis^gave them a MelroeeA teur, followed 
■ Ur • by quite a ?long eitting*^ liliko the woman, booaiime I think she has trail 
r> * tquelities and because: she*!eves the old house, Iz.doubt if her 
os ' ;»■ cultural range iergrpat but-,her enthusiasm and good sense is worth 
.»rjL ft» : . si ten times mere than finishing Sohsel tomfoolery^:! shall 

baok her in many wage^dnd' shall sail Thelma in the ^morning te write 
her a letter, a s President ef the Hyeterieal ladies, congratulating 
s# her* purchase*and iavitezhertteifeifgathe association which 
means Reform plantation mill\^hue be madecreadyifer Pilgrimage 
material beforeilsygs and Mrs,* BiehardSen'eiheuemAti 
4 v suggested as^up to tour standards*n 9* runstout today s 

uhouri,glass* ^^emerrsmwill he busyy tee,j»hatTwith^the Walkers 
bringing Pennsylvania friendsjust iSt/rswmMietiss, eto* 

Being tee tired for sleep as yet, I shall read a little and then 
fold •••••••• 


Friday, A pril 1st, 1960* 


ID) 1 'll: 


•ft’.i 


s . iuu a 6C4 4.. -• h . |H- «« '!■ v 4 ltu-\es Mill hi 
4 'iij Ai i ‘hi S iiit *■»>.'. It 4 8 %-'oai * tv> 

— till I *A« BltOWH 

it--a4 . . % . .. i«'.i iu a o. ; *.:• so A io si wins 8 m 

• i- • Memorandum i . yy.L -■.* ’ :.r;i - i 

a “ *\t sAi i a*» vi. - -iJ i 

a -Cloudy and sprinkly meat ef the day, tonight as clear 

as a bell with a- nice fat moon to boot* *> 

ih») ala k«'.uin'«b suo v*n 

Pestwiaster Sunmerf aid's beys sometimes get 
■ - t - . ar,eund jeith suoh speed, and today was a ease in point when, 

rny Surprise and.4ejrighti. saws *• b’artd a grand letter 

bi-.a » , »t *8 from Lyme* t ... 8 ■ rtor. o t ^ a;.', aio • \,s 

j « iisnb as;# &iu\ i* m\ t tftv v i a J i!«*; 4ay 

t X'* ss ^surprised it oeuld have mads- the heurney 
in the short spaee ef time it dtdj —Wednesday evening te 
\% .<Friday^ mprmtmg'•■v.- h « y«o vm-. v-a a* 

ILjtfttiftl; 'il a >.« ys\, imu*!'.: 

I n ba^y to knew that little Miss Lee liked the 
things in the Rasper basket .'About a month age, 

- aa#* the conclusion of a^meWe 4 I mentioned'that I was delighted 
with a book I was reading but thought tHmre was' something 
wrong with the title* ‘Then it eoeured to me that little 
Miss Lee might like, the volume as an anniversary number and so 
I chunked the memo and re-wrote it, omitting the referenoe 
to The Proud Possessors, and, when dene^ ordered h^copy 
from the publishers * .fbat seems to have eharaeterieed so many 
t of the groat eellesters appearing in this book'is the fast 
that they seemed tmpelled to gather together things 
of beauty, not so much to possess them selfishly but 
rather to convey these treasures to soeiety generally so 
that- possession seemed less dominant than a desire to 
assemble such treasures and pass them along so that people 
generally might enjoy them* In short, it seemed to boil down 
(l eventually to the public being the proud possessors and the 
u great collectors often playing out the rein ofputlie 
servant* I cannot eemeidgr William • • ; - »• 

Randolph Hearst as in any way noting on behalf of 
« the publte as he gathered his tons of masterpieces' 

o together bupsurely people like (Hlhremse and uany otheremust have b 
Motioatod by aspirations:that onoompassodtpebplo and 
mm. s 4 times far^bsyssd their: own immediate 'soloes* - ~ 
j ■< tsfti : isi m»icu \o 6lon»hftcj «c ftisw s^sAis b«o - 

P. si »«ir iudftsn I wonder if there hae \eeer%bsen a Tb year period 

.btitftu a.\» >* esaftoufts s r s«t iti 4sul hail4 hito batTuii 


a. r 


it«u 

“ i 

tJltl 4 : 


ie iiuo ->i 


'ftsi'i a 


ns 

*4 


•' - VI" 1 * 

i - 
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Sunday, April 3 rd, 2960 


• Odvdl t fsl ,^obi *>'•'. 

(n any oountry and in any age that has equalled the 
United Statea in the number of peeple of wealth and of 
medeet meant whe contributed so much in the field ef Art,— 
a* private oitixens, as semehew emerged in thie oeuntry between 
the 1880'e and the 1950's er I960'*. Perhaps meet inpertant 
a meng these personalities were people like theSteins, 

Mary Cuxao\, er‘however she s pelled her idi* f —people of influents 
because of a jrantety of circumstances in whisk wealth was 
not the dominant element 

iso snii©:.a« z.\ ai e' v.ii *a a > s ;. o a* 

n r *c Purely these two gay girj.* vf. Baltimore , Mrs, Jack Gardner, the S 
and as on didn't have any mere, — often few, far less that plenty 
•f people we know, such at A, 7, Hedges, lafiter* and so on, - and 
yet unltke the latter, the former had one drew ef something or ether 
thatmade, them peeple ef ownsequence and, € suspect, 
i people ef venter- fey thanee many with ample means who don't teem to 
be making any particular contribution to the enrichment of 
cultural Joy of the public generally, 

art it aad aeitt si*•it i’ - <»*«* ai «b 

f* spite - ef today's Sprinkles? ther- power lawn mowers were going 
s'-oil day, the grass bavin* Jumped half* way to one's knees during the 
.. :pet few days, .!*;*.•! t :<t ••>*;*: • si ew i :.aa* . siv 

sti'it an ai nsv.jooa • • ,ai.iii s»\i ;\i w 

•« ¥re*,JaJ.koT\\ brought her Pennsylvania guests this afternoon 
i yrond torn hadm very^ pleasant- hour* they i* a ur in the morning, —the 
Walkers* and guests, for. BatopBeuge* to attend tohe Gridiron dinner 
tv. there Saturday night * -*key guests will proceed heme from there 
and Hrs^Palker will enter the Hatehikechen hospital on Monday to 
undergo testa i*: l slva^'i bsaaae s»'o i. 

acsetiaa v dourc ta ton t *iAu sa \* 

ae . ' has* onether cold that'effgets-his voice so that one can sea ; 

^ unde rotund him Celeste, as of-this morning, seemed happy 
s, enough, being vastly concerned*with- social potentials for the week end 
Hit a* so- i ,h#< e r., ,r*oM ^o\no i«o,U <ii- i*■ *- 

c.-.am.hoping for-a qhiet'.woek end without pilgrims but 
ithe Heather^ Hureaw-predaets fine weather fo* r Saturday and a unday and ti 
means lots of road runners* ~*friehds> of friends befriends, - will be 
milling around* \ I should like to road a little from 
This Hallowed Grounds, by Bruces Hatton-for lr ftnd the book an 
x^oeoeilenttureoy of the 1861-1866 souffle, C a tton has 


• *:: HSatSliS* Jutland* titatt St\i iio *T M \1- 

Memorandum- rjIt.roi/i ; ; «i .Tat < •> stsii isi at? t 
*t>iudia« ai^-si siscac ’ a ei al*’is>i.n*\i bu aaa i. co 

a* a. 1 so; .jX .Cloudy yesterday and today, It rained a quarter of an 
inbk last night,* *Tonight the sky is-cloudlets and the 
Just grand, eu\, baioitima* ev inse 

8*;.aiic,js sij'i eou zeal 9s>$ iu4 nnsi br.t js z 

a c. !• Esoept for local gitisens,,.I saw nobody osor the week end 
and,was .glad of- the .measure^ of leisure resulting. Come to 
think of it, I guess I did see one or two people but 
t a: i iUi!the wake of all the doings of the past week, two or three 
a., i.pegple* from the outside world teem* insignificant t o the 
ci' V *\Poiust of^nsthingnessu* jiwin • 4 •..*!. tsiir.u 

so'M. is o iBL.T ii .m»^ ru«\ s^af si34 i j a« 

&s. • i I shall be curious to know-how the past week panned out 
inothe, Lyme neighborhood*:*It is boundto hav -boan busy and, 

^ (/ memory serves, there or e*ether anniversaries to be observed 

along n bout this s$attB*,tfi.the> year so: that busy times must be 
all over the plaoe, I find myself wondering, too, 
iii p i : how thsi father and Son business turns dud what decision will be mad 
t there andul* hold, the thought that it Bay be in the direction of 
\% -.;uv- I more peace and an opportunity for solitude, - 

7:. V' bainud g.vs eea'ro »iC .amai ni aicaa^ loasuaa 

J finished caftan'*»> ft(* Hallowed- Ground'last night and 
su, .s-ai\ >liked;it.all It's as oomprebensieeian aooounttof the 
8 'j ii; ■<! Civil War operations as-I haOe read, Catton has a way of 
,o -\ntct giving - the .endless-military commanders Just the right 
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After all the werld went threufk between 1833 ado 
1845 in uattere oenoernin§ raeial points,****' 
i oeuld eeem at theughlets ef people learned nothing, 

... a ending- euete eutpeet that ignorant add pvejudite will ge 

ferever Surely i* was at ditatter* that LincolnM- 
tervicet were abruptly terminated Just* at t&a beginning ef 
hit teeend term but the lttt wat the »«♦<•»• 

. Jj* lete fve***kstidaV<teodbts% butwhat^a It* •/ heartache 

|| tudden death saved Lincoln front experiencing. 

„ a «io»«a so* T© tit - ♦ * J V * l . ' *... . . . 

. t in view tf all the scuffling going tn nrttnd *Md eeuntry, it 

»io dtet teemv.vag Maly odd thatr. this-country tuh.ould% in the ... 

United flattens, be veting with the majority te urge South Africa 
te be a little mere humane. B ut it mutt be a aauran 

all at •• »*« aT ‘ 

■ d i.^etill uattngr.ttrange neitet) at leant the-effieial 

. ■ <S Washington circles areoendorting t a'ptlioy tftreating 

• i hujan beingt like hunan beings** t - * -; ° • - 1 ^ L 

I don't ressllAfl MtUned 


Monday, April 4th, I960, 




; 4C- CTSblUJ TV-ibP 


I5*T\ 


If« 4 * 0 t»T t b 


bP-u 4' At -i it ! 

\* Mt'U 

i bq 
»4 -is! 
'4* 


bit 


ru . ««'»*»» 

»araukurnad •»*»« lowna •/ 

teveral peeple in tewn. One ornaa »aa kurnad in /rent 
tf the heme of'.a doctor tf'etltr while two - 

oraaaaa »ara karnad /mat tf the J ^^i gi l^ iam9 . h999 l hi ^ verv 
k.dy araund tka laaal tapper table were laughing abeut this 
etrange episode. Obvitusly the^rtss^in front tf the deeter ef eel ^ 
wat burned simply bet ante the deeter te anegrtg that pussies 
thtee whe knew J. H. Hlliamt, however, it why 
6f ,t ka gheuld draw double the oneunt of corsets, especially 
. athe it white and quite^unpopular wttkopetpltiifssolor. 

■ l Anyone trying tsJlguTcotu* the * hill-billy type 4/ mind weuld 
have quite a chere en hit handt but etmehtwthe^thingteerne te 
take tn a tenewhat hilarieut aeptet when the hill billy 
lumps J. M. 'tlHanei in with the ^bitted peeple It it almett 
; ^ . a« o thought yepublisanoburned a 9 l 999t \f 9 ** Ul l , 

Kennedy'e-/rent deer^and^twe in Hot President'Mixon t • 

1# n - sst <t« iuji sAt ri tf 

i find myself a bit hhngrys. a nd te I think Ifhall 
tret tut the O^teh even and tet etnething te baking while 
C get buty and kneek tff \a*eelunm.i,.e*,» i - 
i ssi f .vitb". ei.'* Akt 

t«.«n -«o a “•••o 

.V*hi:oo wasjJio .iiaoiiar- b*to tl\\to „• c.io o - sq b«o 


,e>.•»« flai to &\t£s) Oi t s*.3 A «o *to\_ 

«u »|««0 liti , » a a ' 1 .. 

Ueme rand urn % a eat bafrual* »A* £« aoitovsfcD «i *xi>\ •« 

• o - ; c a At \l»« »‘' J . 

‘ .. Clear and oeel and delieitut . -« J ‘‘ J ° ‘ i 

I,wat quite turprited and withal delighted te ditoever 
a letter frem Lyme, as ef Friday, in teday's pest • 
v .-u.. ;'.r:ca ihfcTaifc»\i w « tt. i ‘ , 

v> • 'Jttvas te theughtful ef little Mite Let te jive me a 

* glimpse tf things as they swirl and gueh a oemplete tutline 

ef Library ef Cengrett reeemmendatiene • 

, a . V isu pi aiuaai o «aaa k* waaad *• 

J r ai especially delighted the Henry Adame item was included . The 

Middle Teqrt mutt be gand arid-I shall be altegether enchanted 
if, by seme slip, tha.beek gets put an. te waw.^ W^ 

TO • ' » .bndtU ■ r. 


4 i*i 


e’ 4 


lT:/»oaa- been-thinking se-muok a bsut the Vashingten and etten 


toeneelin H, Adant { life *; I tuppete the Middle Tears were 
’ primarily Hasten, apldee that aeulivtupply sudh a levely 
v . aseertment ef places fer ene te vteit"and abeerb an a leisurely helidi 

J _ f TT-..-u ___---- Knnln- Rmetmn with t kft 


«>i e- 


:U 


iAJ oi .-.o 
qi- uiTT 
ai 5 . 


I like te think tf such thingm.ever and ever again . Beaten with a kai 
oenpanien weuld be te pleasant . I.knew net why, but ***•• J 
enuisien suoh visits at likely te take place either in the spring er 
autumn . It weuld be se pleasant reading the Sdueatien 
and visiting such placet as Brdintred o»wi Quinoey, the several diffen 
4twn heutet asseotated with the-family? etc,, ete • And it weuld 


V 


.,ka a* pleasant abserhingFenaay Geurt with unbeunded leisure. 
k , seems sqoh a pity, that peeple like Kay and James with all the 




iZVme:T.r sZh piigrtoageri never seem te think about such things. 
Perhaps they are getting the maximum tf iwhat they want, ~I hope, — 
but dtubt. In the mean time, it's ever te pleasant 
. ... . e . ol! ten d earn about suah etejevrn* and to feel ******i* 99 *£/ 9r liavin 9 

. y | 

Fpr the balance jsf this season, I shall be boring you with partii 
, , . . ,\c about gourds, f suppose* fsr x today * ran atrosd a f l90 * 9 f U 9Un 9 

1 plants that haA sprung from eeeds, self> sewn las* autumn. 

' • - ■ »« ,ut ./ •*?» grtund at in^lt-and a half ani T aka 1 M* plan* m 

• i 1 .* ,T%i-D4o; • • TOU844 aA4 3^11 to diiUai. ^ 

dii. s'l.zt aoiado'a: 1 .* ae \joU «« -tanaato © t\ i-wtic a av:«: Aoxa a« =a 


I 
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Tuesday, March 5th, 1960, 


•/ the standard types for anether 10 days er twe weeks • I have 
never understeed it is that self sewn greuds come up 
8e far in advance ef the planted sues and never s'ebm to suffer fren 
the celd the way the planted enes de, perhaps they become 
immune te atmespheric oenditiens because ef the hardiheed 
they develepe as a result ef their struggle with the celd when 
oeme up prematurely under their swn steam, 

The Shrevepert •/ yesterd 

a ~ Frances ask which I shall enolsse. 


carried a picture ef Whit and 
'enIt*hetier te eave it, 

• j ~simply wanted yomto see what Blythe's daughter leeks like 

.5 oi. . ;)K*nr.:«OV! -oB^LC 

Although * haven't seen a mevie in years, I am, nevertheless, 
leeking forward te hearing tenightM broadcast frem Sellyweed 
i>v -.when the Osoar adard meeting get sender way, - I'seem te 

enjey these performances evbn though^unacquainted with the peeple and 
piotures mentiened, I heard CBS and QBC news oasts tenight and 
. Vb# was impressed that neither network'denttoned tonight's 

svi mevie doings b ^Perhaps ABC iseeingzto do 'the broddCdsting, 
v isuW. that.as it way * I shdll probably have ne difficulty stumbling 
-Lem te the proper network along about QtZQ'which, oome to think 

ef.tt, seems to make-'.the- doings pretty-late for people living in the 1 
Standard Time belt,. . . o oe si tluou ne*«onr«ev. 

s B <\3 fll *T BJ'ir BOCi .01 Bil ci nibii 1 Si. i U »Vo*IS ItOf •iLKS 

■to ‘ Mr* Crew whom £ have twice-addressed as Mri Syrd, earns this 
rs bc. -way Jre* up in hill billy country above Mat&bitoohes, arriving 
t is [before •‘Itie.akfa^t land retaining until rafter sapper 4 '^ ^e had in 
, n& mind grafting seme pec ones -Mutifeand : thc season so late that 
, . i a it turned out he was premature in his. arrival , & Vie hit it just 

right for the persimmons, It:seemed to me add he^lent me a hand 
— x this aftemsfen\o *i;«uxcr bA* £iuirir»c ?m ysri- 

os "tbub s’of r.t> bit b*\»t ill oji 

•\ b8sb ffarmen called me this afternoon but didn't "have much of interest 
\<to relate, 3 he fully reouperated at yet tut felt well enough 

to go to a bridge game in Many •» Saturday hohete she saw Clara Long K\ 
who claimed she held the key to Fort Jessup and that nobody oould get 
c without receiving jier permission • For a State gnrk to be 

^ managed,Jn such a fashion jwnlv the Long regime could produoe anythin j 
. st: > 9 Uite &0 silly,, What with Uncle Sari stopping down next month, ho wove 
xc J«!i i h. perhaps Clara bad better do most of her big warbling now while she 
is stillableto a et like the iister of a dictator. Well, , 

Lord . we exohanae a clown for a crooner in May so the choice isn t mw 
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s t* government it u he f , und aimply tB the re/U9al 
•n the part ef the - everner te epen the vast spillway 
gates*:seems sb strange that peeple ef influence,— 
assuming anyene has any influence with atenBeuge * ever puts 

*' anUot > aU t 1 "** »•“ *i>‘ m«>■# 

• * “ 

B •today when she came dewn this msrning ts 
get a hep ef flowers and things fer three arrangements 
shm is making en the aerrew'fer a Flower Shew at the eld 
Lernee hsuee en the morrow . S&e seemed as gay as usual and 

Wl t h * n i buaia ** ia as it sheuld he. 

* 8 J fr riloUl <irly *• phene her any time I want te 
d# atl V Justness in tewn and that she will he glad te 
uici-ptokm* upr, keep me fer dinner and deliver me b a ek heme 

*/#*•! rare seuls whe 

is always the same and the sameness is ferever en the pleasant side 

I fell illei^heferl ihi^ntn *lt ^ tUr *{ th « ?ellymsed escar awar 
i/.Vna * r 4 th A ? n<tlg ***ueiness started and weke up 

mr ZaihIL? e *+ When 008 909r M • surprising statien, 

ZZ the ' ata •* was merely charitable, had edited the 
demgs and was re-breadcasting same .^giving enlv the maim 
peints ef interest', Sueh gs t% besi^icture,the best 

I'tlZlrZZflVtZV he i* asters and actresses and se en. 

k t a P le 4 a * ure •£ b*Ve.a let ef the teehincal 
stuff .oin whichd am net interested eliminated. ... 

*. i'. _\£ ?•' P-1.4 jJ_Hj - *• 

giving 
sfied i 


SO 


• u-'.nc.ls « fjmVoridii** c k ® »* - never i 


Wednesday, April 6 th, 1960. 
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’■ ! ?: U i; '• *-0 . :• .U\, . ill u a I 

*°\ 06 c ws - :i AC2 summer except fer the brisk breese blewing 
•" o 11 dcy . It weuld hav been bet, what with the thermemeter 

“ * in the upper &0lsf had if*** been fer the stiff wind. 

v- -"'ftss s T 9n tght'the breese has gene te rest with the sun and fer 
the first‘time this year, an-electric fan seem pleasant 
, eneugh. 

es-ie-.T; >-w\ imsuil sHaUnsa I ini At I 

t** 1 ! oeuple ef ladies frewShr.euepert feund there way te 
OCJ. ^Tiy‘ gallery abe*t'?il&.^thts meriting, one intreduoed 

• a:; herself as • r#.fcad been here befere. The ladies 
: sec: were c , n dueting a bus sr twe sf sobeel children te 

^ • Uew 1 ’■ ber%a% Avery Island "and se I teld them that 

' ’ '■> a s ne-appeintment had been mads, * ceuld net give the 

■ ; ^ herd a teur. -They said they knew Sister. I said I did, tee. 

s ' !■ “The* 1 dephrted but sanght^up with J. S. seme whe re and the 

fact that they khew Bister*served* as Sesame fer htm. Sam 
- L .• Peace- seught me but in the Ghana garden and said the children 
1 were being turned lease in the gardens and weuld I 

direct tfet** I weuld and was mildly ashamed ef 
1 ' tr myself fbr being quite disagreeable te the several grewn-ups, 
ineluding la B eberts It's the eld, eld s tery 
ef net by whem a thing* is dene but hew and I think 
, 40 br 50 peeple u»aft»*u»oed fer 7*25 is semewhat en the 
v ,lc nerve side.- ^ « • -v 


C T04, 




t 

h i sr 
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s' Uni git J shall bt listening is an 22^5 special pregram 

V returns in the Wiscensin primary.' „ In a way, 1 sheuld be sati 


C ii S41T 
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'totloj 1 

yisui'.oo 

uloJsr 


>!U t it04. 


Lie 


4QC 


he omuld be’eleoted President and I .sheuld’ like te hnue thina» 

te let the'nlWe'r th***!!* 8 ? *** • f$rn * r °* v *rn er Ulineis 

te get the ned fer the third time. , « 

. j; . 0 -t ' ' c . ilt « -• 

-y.i Seme peeple whem Bister described as, "friends" came h„ 

it'flitfl'T&i 9U9 Z e0 t * h *v * ert the .Presbyterian preacher and 
J*! West- frem Berkeley, California,, but i didn't ask anybody 
hie profession aiid net a word was said by anybody about the*enks. V 
The Berkley ladu told seme very interesting things r,beut a visit 
te Uearst l SanSitieen place iuC a lif ernia. I believe a theState get it 


t 

^04 


CO. 


eo 

Txslt 


But in spite ef vy disgruntled beginnings today, 

I get quite a 1st of work dene and was well eneugh pleased wi 
undertakings. The four benches far the four comers ef 
the Bhauh garden get thetr white primer coat and will be 
dry eneugh tomorrow te gw* their top coat which will be abeu 
the same color as the pink deers ef Ghana. I feund 
seme deep orange path* and mired it into a base ef 
white and get a color dose eneugh te the one desired which 




*" 'had been made with white as a base, crimson oil paint and yel 
which produced something vaguely pink-orange but net precitel 


li;0 
:1 os 


t * 

SOM« 

\T-> At 

Mi 


the seme tone but near enough. 


M. 


St 


*get around te planting a fleok ef sunflowers, tee, 
thdee rews ef yellow bantam corn and one row ef 
ted Indian eomi f> The big ebreese is making the earth so 
dry that, having helpers,* 1 watered all the places planted an 

at A *81 *\ B iiff OB b«ti 1 
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Thursday , April 7th, 2960. 


Li-it t ^Leoiifco 


, ,c. - - 8 aada Ranted 2 a tar 

•tc-. i: 3 s; i mill pravide a In* -M* **»• •■**** 

ic - t ss ; may um oa t a» -inajiratian. 

I think -T mantianad thai ««u«rol firey ereaaea 

®vrs --I-*'-.. • > b d d baan kur»«d ij ■$?*negra*deeter and twa 
v. Ki V, ana in frant.-af ijhe *•*« 2fc* 

'.*• ~ * 3 ' (: ’mantianad that these knawn ta baua 

ci lc ffatcti itobohea endian men pu delicately rn- 

i mo*'. iioJ dana thadaada Ji«ra arr«f*jda#“ V turned, ever ta a^«w 0r2aan 
.Vi t i:- 1 b- 3 .13 8 »ow« !«»•** a9 *‘ le lZ tli'iV ill ran unaucoeaafully 

! ., lP . « bill billyiJT** **• 5 £0 yaar 

a s' l* £ Bruti er • a garage and 

ns s > > bn - aid yautha. made the o r ®J* -»> aondidot** »a have running 

- • ) B shat than up •»* c /i??#(MM**4 >**fJ •«““ 

.• . s /ar Parish affieee* Wf ? nbaut nat naming 

t V I1-.3U38 3 j''- nfr ilia rndiaehtattairioaa •• tb« ex-candidate spans* 

' ,o all' af *he' aeaw&rala an$ especially 

mad the buaina#a«o * Vi„. r da /, r myself in reapandi 

adt no aday 1 braka oil - ^ f -J k th0 paatman 

ta o wedding inuitatian.. .,4#*«* S£ * n d Jfra. J - . 42- 

hr.Sybt an inuitatian, tndiaatiny that Jfr. awd*ry*. * 

4 ' 0 ‘ 8 .l iLiu^s phanaa■ Pru ^ ,l **“ <! thair daughter, "bile 

i : II* z.-preaenoeat the ****£*9±tf. * J taward tha damn, I 

■,® v V* , 3, tba peatman {SoJSly oanuayad ia ma in 

V. .00 ^M-mrwad uy •• jriw»ia#*P J«r#, rao^jn-wy 

3- ilia: h 0 4ita »*:•© Ljira the peatman gat hook, 

u Ue tiding te ^pp Qakland u 

S3 • U atnl ^ ndhd anii hia next ataa, tk« 

liiLn^i/iit*^! Jriaanoa rTgiatered oa quiak 
i, ■; . a nazm^z jreaent if *et the preae a i»rudhammaa ara 

• ?«HSSSS5ftS 

a manth ia tha ouatamary data in Ctf i«hratad an 1 

t v. t ' - \«ue \o »i|jr4ialj.(*htoha n * nth* but they can never 

■ o ior si.o ar aama auoh day thia mant/i^^ wcy ^ 

->e ii". s . ,;« !• ■say *1-wa-guilty af dragging my fee 

L. 3 le .'.so ic. ort* i. to expeoted.i 8T3< o»' .m *\ »*»•'* \i" 

+,.y.nm-th -thia tirat hat day ef aummer 


vpi&s 
ttoci «s.\ 


J^amarandumt 

t; :t« IA !' 36 s oui . i 8 iir» x Jr la 3 « o 4 «©f.‘Ol i’nbib 

to Such olavely day, auoh: a levely night • « 

; u ;: v « ,c. i; - «c:\ 5 ofc. xsrio s'rs. *ife : * '*!» 

«, 2fca aur#riaa ■•/ tha day aaama thira meriting when 

J. S. started far Hew orleana with aama B. *. i* peeple 
ta a ttend aeme meeting ar ether • iTa atapped aff 
t in Alexandria'ta aee a sped alia* abaut hia difficulty 
. in talki.uf*: The apecioliat' adviyed: dim mt 
ta utter « toard /ar thp* next ten day* and take a let 
5 , r a/ nedpodue* Far^enee in him it/a^s^aKff, changed hia 

sosi .mind aha.iit traualiny. and turned * raumd^ and' acme back heme • 
v;„ . *4« Caleata wo aspending the dyin Alexandria^ he ate 

ii. with U3 at tha hiy hauaaWc It-aeenad *a add that he, 

alwaya the fauntainhead ef tak-le* talk, ahauld be 
uttering nat a peep • The epeoialiat aaya there ia na 
oi - ss grant* in the veeal cherda hut tha *. they are remarkably 

Hi.: ewellen and eniy by giving them camplete reat thraugh nan- 
uaa, mlua praper medaoattan will he regain hie 
narnal speaking veiee*,\ He spent theiafterneen 
,s. : in tent an bu*inea*.aud ate an- excellent supper , — 

still witheut eking , and J/m bap^iny ha . ta getting 
.._v nfarna raat t#nifht % « « ei ^sa st \ s-w *;3 »s« vj 

•- •>-. cbtuoq uad oaoi's'c ^iuj naoait 1 \0 

t v 0 q u .; t. vaa an2y when 1 wrqte this-fate line that 

,t.£o recalled that Inuitatian ta Learning was last night 
and 1 ferget ta tuna in an it. J did nat farget, 

,u ai banever, that teday wauld be Carmen’s natal day and aa 

u fat a netekeff te> here .‘I believe^thie i* he¥71et birthday • 
t >. Bethzshe and the artist eentinue te fleer me by tbair phyeioal 
sappearanae, far neither^af^them give the impreaaian af being 
mate than intkeirbQ'sandbathaeen te have^the aama 
s; amaunt ef i-vitalityu\u to toIot ■ s.uis ^ju>; 

.toIoo 3*to \« aiVn siJJrt l oblaV tu 

Altheugh there was oensua taking here in 1840 and 
c, - 29i0, c, teday was the fir at time anyene^ever contacted me 

T» r’ieu't ith'-Jetting dewn parttaulare. *he-local envmcrater is 
3T «.l a i«a» ef.Dr* Hehtrt Prudhemme , ~+the late BT,'Hebert, 
at lab aee heme Hies Commie, la Btaifert and I attended 
isi'» ustha hilatitua tea 15 :*r tlBtyeors. agtu afc^ha yautfe 
e'\i bo J - r«T\ oeoloi.s *■ rtcirtw loiiatlta » M batuna 
«a T»c\nq i-ht U 31 -A 'tsus 1 swii 8T i\ srti e’Jl 
\jfrio Kwa Tlsda fauo^st ytlnuamao a *\a\, vi‘>i »ltynt* \® ouan^qo 
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sjgusli/vojws’. 

didn't remember me hut I must have seen him »n that 
eooasien fer senehew all, the *ids yet tnte the amt 
altheugh they were exeluded frem participating 
;.. c , until they invaded the place -a shert tine he fere 
.1 *le ef that higly amusing gathering . • •- 

v -i ••i-V: It afferded. me ne end ef pleasure te plant 

quit* a geedly number ef hills-ef pumpkins "today 
■;, i i, and befere day va*dene+ I get thefeur bread flat 

pink benches* placed in the Ghana garden • I wfi.st sy they 

r,;\ ptriki»g° within a fen weeks whew vegetables and flevers 
u„ \ intreduee evens ef celer te reb them ef their striking 
• iueUvef pksnewswt* • bc**\«io ms« *• 

ea Bi euca 4»HLo*o» s *• • . _ , . . 

. ^ t>. was pleasant te hear frem*Sarh Irwin Jenes and to 

ti V , A ,• learn she is,paeeing this way eh Saturdays-I shall be glad teas 

eaI * * 6ei ’ p 

..«t, I ahallreapend te the letter frem the Leuisiana *erestry 
mm Asseoiat4an^letter in the peeitive but shall ask hew hey want 
' feed served up ee that it v%ll±harmeniae a magasine 
whese entire fare seems te be^mestiy deveted te erestry • 

Of ceurse, I never quite understeed hew geurds get inte 
sueh strange eempany either but semekew in such ap place, 

* geurds den t^seem quite se eut ef plashas^feed, 

n 0 5 t.j. bib I «• «i *-*«M 5 u x 

O o ,i‘ This rdf terneen I nettoed that tkeiWisteria is in full 

, ia v, ^f lever, and leaking mighty pte tty . vl^dtd net find 
■■ », \ ,v myself in the white, garden teday and se de net knew if 
ilthepbite wisteria is ge tag full tilt'er net but 
i 6J I,o.«u.t it perbahL y is Macs im meat pl*nU^ 

having either osier er white*blts*ems,'>th* white 
variety usually unfelds a little ahead ef the celer • 

. I si D« »wi •1**'* . . 

«r i o oSutrat ny reading mob ine te tewnte "J 

si no' 1 ' mHfiV*^ I m^tfi tglad.thatvitistepped when it did, just after 
.I.hddsoenoluded qtb—kvmnd hetwhen'enly ^tittle remained 

\ . i. b»u> ol »8iU tm * 

iW :ov sH <!•» 6* understand hew the Shrevepert idea ever 

printed this editerial whtoh / enelese frenteday's 
paper. It's the first time I ever knew that paper te 
appreve ef anything fer a eewmunity beyend their ewn city 
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: /'i. .r. une * 

. . • i, a'ter.mue ^Laual tsAfrciiiv 

pesitien ef //tfio Orleans and its preximity te <*ul/f dee* ««a 
fishing, the Jaunt ef several kundrid-miles ts c lack La*« 
t# p# fishing ^seems add, indeed e-^ z it* ■>: ^ttei- 
-.j-'v ■ .j'li' ebuoto we ete< eteA*’ •’ - -v 

Iknew net if yeu ever see the /Jew Ttrker hut if yeu de, I 
assume yeu might he interested in the article by the Paris oerres- 
pendent aheut the impending Russian visit t —I assume the 
issue ts have keen last weekst i Mrs • Walker advises me 
the tale is well setup as seem ts he se many e i 
things frem the Hew Jerk's Paris cenrespendent, It’s se 
edd? the lady's name, eludes me, matt starts % vith a J+ I 
a m sure » hut .1 .camkt reoall it* It Seemed Me ti 
s -me the tting she d{d aheut a fleeter shew yender several menths 
a ge was especially fine, «e : ' 

::ebt e.“ '•,« • <M 'i 1, • 1 ’•'' 4 4 88 

grapevine had semething te repert that-made me 
laugh thin neen, I was busy with the Admiral and friends 
when l Mr, Peabedy left the Claude Lerrains at the ste re fer me, 

UUte minutes-later$ the lady ao-ress the fence itent te the 
pest .effive,-nought sight ef the ebjeet, learned it was 
fer me, fell in leve with it and said she simply 
hgd.te.have-She Just like it.VI demSt mee anything 
especially hila rieus a bcutthat hut semehew it make me laugh 
regardless *-c ■ e- v »e- c » •»'' • ' 5 

f.'sAt ^ is* -)*to y'ti \,e 

The vegetaien department supplies me width a oeuple 
ef Jeys these days, Ter instance, the wisteria is really 
beautiful and perfumes the air all ewet'the place, The secend 
thing is the .fact that the bambesis beginning te grew at 
a gxet\t rate and ts-already aheut 3 feet high* * on •• 
u delighted the hashes ourtain is meunting at such a great rate 
se that I may shertly begin navigating in greater security se far 
as the eyes ef the eutside werld is ecneerned I find it rather 
remarkable that the st a lks are eeming up with equal viger heth 
• ins pets unteuohed hy the recent dean up and in the big spaces 
i where I Murned .tens ef pelen* ptredueing # heat at the time that 
must /have bees preduotive ef .nething less than seertdhed earth, 

As the reets ef the h a »hee run almest en the surface, it seems sent ran 
the reets weren't kneckedeut ef business hy the benfires. 


Sunday, April 10th, 1960, 


Uemerandum ■, . 

j! •! fi,. ' ■: j; a y '? *’•? . r .j.V . * s». "t6*' 

A levely week end, I hepe it was ever se in Lyme , 

.... ,•> . . f. .• too «i ooitu-' ok to ink it te*' 

Meet peeple knew it as Palm Sunday but I knew it 
as Peacesk Sunday, what with 2 hm Harris calling me frem Slderade 
, arkansas: enSaturdayctfterueen, asking if'he might bring the 
bride ted ay. He arrived with f riends and the three birds, 

- . twe..lady and ene gentleman birds, d beut< neen. Hash 

, eooupied hie ewn crate, t I skeuld left thbm incaroertated 
until temerrew but there was n sway te get water te hem 
and se I waited^until dusk dark-and then t urned them 
leese te feast en e.ern and watev*befere taking te the 


i\ 


magnelias, , .1 had intended clipping theit'things but 
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said they were aoeustened tc reset high and that if their 
wings per* clipped and theywere'-startled by seme predatery beast, 
their, attempt te fly weuld land them in*their ear and they weuld 
be desireyed ferthwith,he felt, I had theught ef 
oltpp\ng their wings-te x keep them frem getting beyend the 
barriers I had ereoted fer them but:>Ten theQght that 
, weuld endnager their lives if attacked 'dt^night by a 
premier as they are aceuatemed te resetting in trees, 

Aocerdingly, l kep\ Mem in their hexes until «un dewn when I turn 
eut te eern and water and temerrew merning we shall see what, if 
anything happened, 

,Bfli«eo« - t e® belioo teittc* e'tejUt... •si'U. 

Say-rah Jcnes and Deberah Abramsen V minister, Tilly, 
u arrAfiftl ah\heaiK last*. '.em Satwidou mfn*irig aiuf tie had 
a pleasant heur tegether, Say~rah -said <she hadn't s sen the 
Registers^ in each a leng time but wider ste SH lay had hurt her 
leg. She eaid she weuld call them sn re a ohing 

BatenMeuge last night. She mentiened Carvlyn and said she under • 
.steed she was in Peru, •-> She said id ha e bee erne almest a 
tjo Jcke in Hagen rieuge the number ef tele grams / leng 

disetanoe calls, in-eeming and eut-geing, that invariably punotuat 
any evening er dinner party which Carelyn attends. She thinks she 
% a in remarkably gif ted-ybut is fritterim/rsWqj her tclients 

en attempting everything and.aooenpltshing little mere 
t th 0 inpreps,tve beginnings altheugh she Said 
the ^library was altegether delighted with the film 
she made fpr the Library Asseciatien, to y *’ 

. . ebr t i •. .. e\ mutton x-it\ 
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I talked with I. S. *tlki rd laxt night. She 
had reached Uatehiteohee laet evening and disoeuered 
she was unable t» eentaet the'persen whe had invited 
her t» drive te Dallae in a car and »e she had called the 
railread te get a reeervatien en the train leavingat 
8 e'cleok thin naming that weuS pu * her in Dallas 
by d-e'cleck.: Shgwill return" heme en" Wednesday. 

fceoivt® ftV. . : 
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.utiShe eoid t she had centaoted' the Registers while in Baten 
Reuge • £ay» sh« «oy# # it having*gall bladder 9 treubles 
and is having veal flewn in /ran "hicage and is en a very striok dj 
She s aid. further that reoently, perhaps this past week, Kay had 
started te aties by means ef seme^sbrt^ef'a serd attached te 
v se,nething ever head and that the eerd had breken 
and sheihad dene senething te a tenden in her leg that 
weuldtake.^a lsng tine te get back te nbmal and se is in bed, ef 
oeurse.r.tRser Kay and peer Janes, —they bedsi ts be 
itver-meriting this jt tieqt and nurse thtngl think anyene weuld 
BMtt^theu are getting, —Kay is getting, —much mere than 
j- he$«sbare ef illnesses. If any geed it te be feund in all these 
w r 'disasters, it may pessibly be plumbed in the faot that she is net 
ip Seuth Garelina and perhaps this nte&dventure is bringing 
* 7 the, twe ef *bem fever cleser, J heps.* * 
iL-Ae sw jn/Bnn cuT-eroi t:'n fo-utt. bKQ 

. - 

lira. Walker's nether oalle d ne last evening. 
vtv si dpd Jwi-dtkugh^er had igetst Iffcf Ve-'&eets made at the leoal 

* ,, heppital. but had been released^ within a eeuple ef heurs, fellewing 

' I-rays, ete. »\ She said further that the lady dee ter had net 

madei a repert as yet but had a feeling that pessibly Mrs. Walker 
nay £ave been suffering frem seme eert ef <r thyfeid affliotien whi 
the tgsts weuld reveal, She said her daughter, en leaving 
the hespital, had drepped. bg her heusd fer a bite ef 
breakfast and then gene en and verked at thb effice all day. 

~ J • o gn'.rao-ni t el o %oi*.-.*•*»» 

.el » r ^ 

-xgA Ofleete and V* H. were delighted with their day's euting. 

» Lt&WU d.idp'tLsee Ur. Hedges but. they saw the head gardener 

whe sent greetings by them. Ike Alvin Deblieuxs cane after supper 
^ bringing, me a fine bettle sf Sauteme and it** 1 
Peaoeok Sunday played eut and I^enclese'a gristing 
fren mynew feathered friends........ 
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Meneranddn: 

A levely summer's day. 

Teday has been rathfr'leng and fairly busy and 
• I reeken I shall feT-d up early -aitheugh *the neen is 

se’pretty, !• should en fey taking a turn aleng the river 
6»<f perhaps indulge in *little desk werk be fere 
t .\ felding -up. Were my reading naobtte te hand, I pheuld 

nest eerwtnig undertake a musicale but it will 
«•*» met be'S-ttt* beferw TkhrscR i) t> Tridag, I reeken. 
moit •» 

In view ef the p'repsnstty sf peacecks te 
Start screaming early, K gb* up at 4tl5 te pffer 
then an edrly breakfast wh^h then cp peered te enjey witheut 
screaming. 0 2fc«~ Owe lady' peacecks spent jpgstef their day 
'v ranging hbeut in the bulb gkrAn\ eakt ef t|»« weaving heuse 
5 - while the gentleman rtmaine't'ik the secret garden until 
' sundewn when he testate the hi r waves, —tp jetp 
' the ladiea> I eu+p'bse. *8 is' really a levely bird and 
I trust he getc acoustemed te his new habitdtiep real seen 

^ Jhelna called ne early this nerning. He gnd Jehn had 
apent'iheat ef the week in ffew Orleans and Baten Reuge. 

What she'wanted’te tell me; she said, had te^de with an 
edueatienal'gathering presided ever by theState 
Cennissiener ef Sduoatieu whe suggested a regienal 
gathering be held at ffertbwSstern, stressing 
the fact that if these whs' dttended the cenclave didn t really 
s- get mubh eut ef^such a meeting ef bhtte_r minds, it weuld, 

* nevertheless, be werth their while participatingJf 


3Q‘>- U 




30 


A ion 


uunc/ vnoj-oo., mo wwi ' - * - • r— - - « 

. Dr. Kyser, as best, ~ oeuld <(trwange te h&ve the greup 
make a pilgrimage te MelreSS which, aooerding U 
the^ennissiener, weuld ners''thaii 'jnSttfy any jffert 
■ Sf participants in the HatchitechSs gathering. 1 
recall mat hel'ma breught this gentleman te Uelfese 
a ceuplbef years baok but I had net idea the place 


[ini •(,.:.iiyio\ae freosl l*o suuA b«u.4 .1 J; • 

11 boil onO tua .wuiluA non \. *oi\» U\o ob.-.sQ., airt u« 
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Tuesday, April 12th, 1960, 


.0561 ».' • Li i no'' t \. • 

made such an impresses en him* 

I spent nest ef ny day en the end ef a hee, v hat 
with the weather se fine, I wanted te .get ,qa much 
ef *y geurd planting dene as possible and there were a 
few vegetables I wanted te get in suoh^as seme ekra 
and mustard, My werk'was eempHeated a little by 
the fact that last weeM I had .hgd sene assistance fren 
Mitchell', the axe, whe suppesedly j had den* sene werk in getting 
. ** deeds inti'the ground but I learned frem M, 

this nerning th&t Mitchell had suddipnly deoided. cn geing te 
AWetrb y'eV a. Peek's uaoation Xdst night, arpund midnight, 
according te his wife, gnd eejiatf hepped a, ride with 
seme ferker ane iver residents neuf dwelling gender, whe 
chanoed te *be here for the week end, J secured 


Aiistett for a, keek's vaodtieiy Xdst night, areund midnight, 
according te his wife, and oe'Jiad hepped a, ride with 
sene f erker sane iver i]esidents^ post duelling gender, whe 
chanoed te 'be here fer the week end. I secured 
the services ef Mkrphy te lend, me a hapd\^i*h sene ef the 
finer points ahdwe go fall the greuds planted, whieh 
<y pltasaiit te realiae,fef; the acreage ip extensive, 
andquite a few edds snd euda tidied up te beet, including 
' ' an endless ameUflt pf pumpkins, and cucumbers-planted 

which T gj* engineering net ge much /fer any< frgit the vines 
mqy bting forth but rather fer the number of weeks they 
will keep" dbwn where pewer newers, pannft. operate te advanta 
«S#me ef these; scettene have' perhapp s never been planted 
biferre altheugh fer perhaps 250 years seme ef these spaces 
were part ef the extended let where oattle were 

*•“?« •'mtwur.r m <vi h 


houses occasionally 


earth is^accordingly 




ks-w iii sn 


remarkably rich there and if l d*» t produce at 
* least ene pumpkin ef proportions equal te. Cinderella's 
golden oeaeh 1 , 1 shall feel disappointed m.H i -'‘uor',* 

ora just oalled to report she.had received * 
manuscript with'arejeothen slip in today s pest and a coerdingly 
was depressed, It was the stery she had read te me 
and her agent peinted:eut it was .unpreffesienal , whatever 
that means, I guess.'in the literary field* "ugproffesienal 
means anything that isn't like the run if the stuff 
pdtlishers liki' at a sure thine, The article,-all abeut 
s Ora's adventUrik in the' hespiidl, x w*% diStmingly clinical 
and*&t the state time humorous, Im print is Ll - 
* Hmuld eooasien arched eye,brews and giggles ;but I 
* think agents shy a way frem anything that might preveke 
sevenent ef the eyebrews, 1 he agent alse reperted every 
publisher in the oeuntry is beund te have atl least ene Civil"ar bet 
en his agenda and that I can believe, But Ora had 


\ »r»*e ••« oi.ieecni 3 

n - b iB , ' 'v .. b' ^ ^h hoc ios>e zuAt no\ s-.v--: 

. ^ ^ •• ' * s; ' K 

SAJ, Ai ist, ^ ■' ' 1 V\‘ 

40-V.0T » ti ' u t t“' J 

Memerandumt 

M.-T r.ui v,**? swiff Si\t 

, 5 , Anether levely summer's day, 

J believe the peacecks spent the night 
at Dr, Miller's oabin, I feund themtthere this 
meriting and pert and sprightly they appeared te be. 

This neen I guided them back inte the secret garden 

at. the west end efrjucca where they spent a quiet afterneen and 

are suppesedly sleeping there tenight, I believe they 

are aacustemed te the lecal soene new and I am geing 

te bq able te ferget them by this week end, 1 hepe, when 

theEmmet and Erwin effspring are expeoted te make their re - 

speoitve hews «*: v: 4 • 

. . . •: *\i au \e »«• ««« snsu 

The reasen I am anxieus te h a ve the peacecks make 
the aeoret garden their heme base until they are 
firmly established as lecal residence is abased en the faet 
that the eld bexer oan't reach them in that sequestered 
plaoe, Be seems te respect the ducks as .part ef the 
family and never sc .much .as sniffs in their dtrectien but 
he slaughters chiokens straying frem the ceeps ef 
neighbers whether en this side ef the fenoe er en the 
ether and even invades the yards ef cabins te tear up 
c the peultry. It accerdingly seems well te .get the 
peacecks firmly established ss part ef the local 
deoer befere the bexer feel inolined te^ave 
a ge at them as intruders • s e »; .0 

v * v t irsi *. TTiil ftsa c 'jA iLu&i 1 1 .: 

Tuesday is ameng my faverite days ef the 
week and I am always glad when J, S, cemes te the big 
heuse fer dinner, as en Tuesday, when Celeste is 
, su spending the day with her 5 girl friends a* the 
ceun\ry club* Teday J, U, breught me a fleok 
ef yeung belle and ef het peppar plants fer 
the Ghana garden vegetable esptien. Me seems te have 
ntw. j«V oe bj - 0 • ers ^ isra 

K «m 0 4 .1 bbc w. \e ^libiunsT na««o» It* 

I'.il. 01 ulssiohia »i \iiif- »*' 1 

5 *Ui ■ n n ffsM'•* * •' 


and*dt the sam 
v -wiild eooasien 
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Jergetten the aamewhat imposing quantity a/ seeds I 
erdered /er that eeotien and I acoerdingly erder same en my 
§wn heek teday. Summer ia appraaching with auoh 
rapid atridea that 1 want te get thinga like 
led/ lettuce, carrata, beeta, etc*, inta praduetian 
aa they will /arm pretty ru//lea araund the parttrrea 
by the tiwie the crepe myrtlea inthe baokgraund a re in 
/lewer and time Jar phatagraphtng aame will be upan ua. 

hia year I shall net await the advent a/ an excellent but 
an undependable phetegrapher shall aocept the 

werk e/ a leea artist as being better than -nathtng 
a t allt -i .to v* ■ it c mu **'• - ,ncr 

....... .... ■ - . .5'U. - »•«« C.!..V 

I /eund a oeuple a/ prieata awaiting me an my 
return ta Xncoa a/ter aupper tanight. hey seem ta 

be attached ta the callage in team. I /eund them 
yaung ^and gay and as bath oame /ram Ireland, we 
ceuld re»/ight the Civil »ar and da all aerta a/ 
handapringa that might net have been passible, ~ 
were any ene a/ ua three a/ lacdL arigin. 

, ..... .. . . .. c..‘ r ■ • nr ;■ 

* I muat remember ta tell the Walkera that ene 
a/ them, an learning m dtdentity, exolaimedi 

"....but I read yeur ane River Meme weekly in 
the Uatohitechea I'imea .-«• • * v.i A 

at. -j r■ ■ \ l•’ ■' - ■ 

„ I ioaa glad ta learn /remZelma thie evening that Dereatha, 
the regular ceek, returned /ram the Shrevepart haapital 
teday. had been heme a week but .had had ta ga 

back /er a oheek up, /ellewing her recent eperatien and 
the repert was that it had been a oemplete aucoeaa. 

I reckan ahe will be returning ta her pats and pane ahertly 
and I ahall be glad ta aee her but, at the aame time, I ahall 
be winning geed eld Zelma 

«£ ssr ’ • . ' U. 1 - 55 

e r And •speaking, e/ geed eld Zelma, I am reminded 
that ! mocaeianally aee her granddaughter, Emily Selemen, 
whe oemes ta help her grandma aame evenings. She ia the /irat 
a/ /i 9* daughter a a/ King Palawan and has i' r . \c 
tana e/- peraenclity, perhapa mere than anyene •*/ her age that 
I have met in yearn. Oddly enegh, there in same thing 
beut her manner reminding me e/ Minn T, Bankhead t» 

Ihe better aide. Smily ia preciaely 10 and aeema 

a baut 20. Were ahe white, ahe might expect a remarkable careeer. 


ait si or 
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F, April lZth, 190 0. 
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■ Memerandumt ■. . t T»: . -t»e. 

bro itoifrii s ~,ay» 

. It waa auppeaed ta r-ain teday. 
auqny thia naming, oleuda railed up threateningly 
abaut 2 thia a/ternaan but vaniahad withaut daing anything 
and tenight in aa dear as a bell. ■> 

. stu . ihVt j'.jil.. ■■ J-*b®t*A0IU> tvr.««i 
-Xhe peacecka lingered in thia appainted plaoe until 
abaut 6 thi-a warning when they went /ar a /\ight LI 
aver the /enee and a walk araund the big eld iran pet 
in /rant a/ Yucca. Be/are thia late date, I isjv 
aheuld ave mentiened their name a, I gueaa # Ihe male, 
with the levely dat a/ calar in the center a/ hie tail 
/eatherd, —a snail aample a/ whioh yeu have seen, ia, naturally 
ena'ugh, called Det. Hia twin lady oempaniena whe are, 
unlike him, /erever daahing abaut, are, with equal natural - 
nsss called Daah, »~Daah One and Daah 

A/ter a /ive a'deck bredk/aat an earn, they like ta « 
premenade d aedately, packing at buga they may diaoever 
t . 0 ,sn graaaea and /requently ait dawn, oil three in aame 

ahaday neek, cape dally juet beyend the aoattt~eeur where the 
parret lilies grew luxuian%Ly and almeat canoeal them 
/ram view. * • . Ai .o* 

rail ssv* Id ■ • .. BOO:; \% •. -•< 

I had a /airly buny warning. I am oantinuing te 
plant vege/a^lea in, the ‘'hana garden *. Juanita B. - 
phened /ram tawn abaut atSO* aeking i/ ahe ceuld 
get aame iant'a Beard • A/tejr oe//ee acrsss the /enee, I 
t •, get her three wheelbarrew leads and put them an the 

t bench by thp aide gate awaiting her arrival • ->A wervant 
came ahertly therea/ter ta say Blythe with three ladies waa 
chatting with y. fi. at the /rant fate and weuld be 
in ahertly • %s baxer earns with them. I met them 
by the big pet and accepted an invitatien ta Break bread 
at oamp thia naan. Suddenly a /rantie scream out a// 
canveraatian. , The baser both gene inte the parret lilies 
beyend the /enee and had grabbed Bet whe waa aoreaming bleedy - 
murder. . A breew being^ cenvenient te hand,H brake it 
aver t/e baxer'a back, ptartling him ee that he 
drepped Ppt andr, teak.p/fehewawerd. I The ladies, \;obn»w 
. -gathered up a /ins, banquet made up e/^west -a/ boi.t> 

Bet's tail»,/gathers and wing plumage while rc . , u . q; 

.il-i eoff ilea 
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a ctuple ef handful» ef breast feathers embessed the 

parret lilies, Det remained en the greund and made ne 

ever t» meve when I went t» pick him up, A 

thereugh examinatien revealed an humiliating 

less ef fine feather9 and a bleedy scratch acress his back , 

I carried hi* W the secret^garden where I turnedhim leese, 
and he ambled eff under his ewn steam and shertly afterward 
he jeined the ladies ± whe had arrived at Sr, Miller's by air, 

Abeut 5 tenight, 1 guided them bafkte the secret garden, 

At supper, I asked J, N, if he had heard ef the episede • 

He hadn't. He expressed oenoern ever Vet's cenditien and 
asked if 1 theught he sheuld be■ examined by a deoter, I 
theught netiu'Me said the bexer tiasn^t -werth d dam*, that ene 
peaceck was muoh mere deoerativeiand n 8uggetted I r'emtnd him 
en the merrew te get.a deg cellar and chain with a view te keeping 
the bexer anohered, Naturally, that weuld be 
m meat imp radii-cable thing te de fer what the peer deg weuld 
de all day * tied up in the shaded ef an untenanted heuse, I 
oannet imagine, file celered felks weuld "like that, as he is 
ferever killing their chickens but it weuld certainly 
ke unkind te the deg and weuld distress hie mistress beyend 
measure* What the next chapter tn the deg-peaseok etery 
i. qill ,be , enly Fate oan reveal, ■ Lika Searle-tr O'Hdra, 

IM1 werry abeut that temerrew, » i,! « ( ? ! '- 

The neen repast at the ioamp was-ever se pleasant and 
ef ceurse reminded me ef little Miss L««' as I sat tn the self same 
spet under the cedar where she -and Leetand had enfeyed such a 
pleasant heur te.gett±er a while back which, a s I eat there, seemed 
, but yes ersday. The resistense. pieoe in the feed sectien 

was a heavenly shrimp gumbs; —ak#wt half and half liquid and 

shrimp, *fci» was fellewed by a marveleus vegetable salade with 

ne end ef aoeempanying pickles, elives and such like and 

three kinds ef del ideate breads and fancy oraekers witheut end, 

Desser.t was seme ssrt ef a marveleus pudding, -*sert ef 

faint cheoelate er oaramel * submerging heme made cake and the 

pbele le'st dnfre sen, cream* Instead ef c eff se, lemenade , 

neatly tinctured with mint leaves ef rarer arema than usual, finished 

eff the meal and gust abeut finished eff me* * I hadnever 

net any ef the ladies, ene ef them frem Luneberg Plantatien 

in Napides whs was 65, sweet hut dull, - I had ^ 

seme helpers awaiting me at heme and se 1 had. te ■ ;i 

pull myself awaywithin a ceuple ef heurs but gladly 

weuld 1 havsyremained lenger, bad circumstances and oempany 

been beth different and mere stimulating, •«<• 

: I t • S ■ ■ ' 

j i I get no "Learning" tenight, what with the 
pregrams cluttered up with pre-eleetien olaptrap, fer 
lUesday is legal date fer ballet-casting ef 
which the primaries twe er three men the ack did''all the 
actual drum Vesting and decisien making bift still the 
peliticians must talk,,,,,,,,. 


Vi 




10466 


Thursday, April 14th, 1 60. 


u 


me 


Uemerandum - 

a - Ml uAt ■ ■ ft • \pi L* tU« .'.ft: 

Anether levely summer's day, with eneugh thtn oleuds 
in mid afternpen te suggest ws might have wri* but within 
half an heur they g a ve way te dear skies again, 

r Dct and Dashes One and Twe remained in the secret garden 
all day and seemed sentent with their habitat* 

2 ‘he dpg mads ene reund and sniffed at the’ gate ef the garden 
but a desoending x hresm stick impelled kiwi t*> 
return te heme base* '- i 51 ' 

jj frAfciW & SS8 

J, H, was net talking tenight at the supper table. 

The olerk velentepred the infernatten that be had been 
te the dester again and that the. dester. had ence mere 
admenished him net te speak, He,w a ved a greeting te 
acress the table, t 

'iiuts ii Ratal x %h- -uioA *ti**». .6 

__ It is se seldem I get preveked at anything that 
I i»uat eenfees, that twice I t pemitted myself • that luxury teday. 
During the past twe er three days I h a ve been prepawsing 
the^hana garden fer plantings I had asked a friend u 
te purchase seeds in tewn, ceunting en delivery this 
me ruing se that.I ceuld, with the assistance*ef ethers, 
get the whele thing taken oare ef this aftemebn befere 
the prelenged week end get under way • t 1 wanted te de all the 
plq.ntiug at the same time in erder that it might arise frem 
the.geed earth with peroissien. and*evenness, 

■ , V t •• •- ' ; 

. I had.carefully figured *ui the »iwi«B» ef 

seeds I weuld need and after the stere had failed te 
secure these fer me, I set dewn the quantities I 
wanted with grgat oars, happy t a t the ptespect 
ef getting a let ef^werk dene this afternecn,* Picture 
my amasement this merning when the seeds were delivered with the 
exp laotatien that the pseple at the seed stere had 
stated that I was-.erdering twice as much as I needed and therefers 
enly half the ameunts requested were delivered • 

to i fcnkfc&si \i«i *«t'. \ 

s Well, T did what I seuld'and planted all the seeds I 


i had which 
ceuld be 
and just plant 


\is anether way ef saying enlv half the garden 
planted** But I eeuldnlt divide thee garden 

even half fer eeme ef the arabesque 

.Is 5 


I 
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I had planned couldn't be haIf planted eineo almost 
a week will elapse be/ere I oan get the additional seeds 
required, what with feed *r iday being a holiday, Saturday 
a follow-up holiday, Sunday the Sahbath, Monday something or other 
and Tuesday sleet ion that closes many plaoee. I suppose i 
shouldn't complain but thank the Lord there a re still 
places that, aren't intent on selling things whether 
people peed them, or not. hat osrtaitrly is a novel V 
position .for an Ameriean merchant to take * ut, nevertheless, 

I still can Vt. see how the seed etsrb, knowing «lro»e and me, 
could imagine it was qualified to. guess what quantity of 
seeds 1 might want. 

• *, our *.\4 1 itc« -- -J-'J 4«it ' . » • 

S5V While engaged in sue operatienyq»* r vant from next 
door passed by Ghana.*He reported a little *ronoh car 
at the. side gate and, from the noise he\had heard of coughing 
inside the big house, assumed the.ear might be Joe 
Henry's. About an hour latte, when leaving hana for Tucca to 
scrape up some mor seeds, I bumped into three hags, — 
some lira.Brown, 4* believe, la Monte span and daughter who is 
taller than her mama. A aim I was provoked . ifccy 
proffered me a gift of wine. I invited themtojaste a 
glass of same but said quitf frankly I eeuldn * 
linger long while my assistant waited. They w ere heading 
for Oklahoma City for the week end.. They were dying 
to information, and I,w ith wonderful dumbness v had none to give 


\L*A S 


Good Friday, April 15th, I960* 

a-su't. eow us v 

v.-Ahsh\* ,Uto yobtsieau bsiui.a. * Msbnjj$ \s 

\o ftorol-i WSt »« • t ®o.'.u3 ;! m t 

\4 •& io .■> a' wort tin'br ; 

nj.ioe iri srSnuoai qu\tuola, s*'4 «* *9t> 

Uemorandumx • » *' ■ i - 
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JttttVV 


rti iui 


vt •’v» , t ariir bit 


j. s 

it 


abo U* anything save flora and fauna in which they, of course, 
weren't interested. On handing them,to their ear, discovered 
it was some Ameriean brand so I concluded that perhaps 
toy had just arrived whenlfirst^saw them. If so, their 
visit was brief^enougho v ' i: 

at * »ui si I »•* . “ 

At supper, not Joe, butMlegd Wen, en route from 
L. S. u. .to fihreveport, I suppose, was»at table I had 
to inquire his. identity by stealth as he has no manners and 
never speaks axsept on impulse. 'Mow long he will linger and 
whiohr membersAof what families-mayor may not come, I 
know nqt, - , stw bsfresu «»*hs**i -■ 

I got my reading machine back today and 
hose I may keep awake long enough tonight tt start a biography 
o/John ptal Jones by S.amlel SI ist Morrison, an historian uton 
I like tosread muehlyl hhope there.mayiz .. 

,be a measure of .leisureutn Lyme and a good book for the 
week end, tee........ •• _ _____ 


Warm as summer, a thin gauss tof clouds that let the 
sunshine, filter through while an woe as tonal drop of 
dew would fall. onight the gause remains, the stars shining 
through and we are .promised the same for the week end. 

; I Up tm.firet dark tonight, we didn't know which 
of the family would appear for the week end*- I, for one, 
still dsn'* knew. Lloyd left forhome this morning and 
says he will be bao* tomorrew but that dm saying more than 
pnyend else has said thus faro ->b ? » :V ■'• 

K) 

rtb were sot is telephone oallo a bout the Referm 

Plantatien oolumnoi Thre* different people opeII the 
name in. three different way 04 3b# Court reoorde epoll it 
in tho* fashion I u oed and I believe Lyle epellpd' it that 
way in \i» Old Louisiana. I must cheek en that fer fun. 

Vltrcii'.i i :■ L • B" -t Sit 05*it \jst. »4 .«! •. ' 

. 4 , nth .the sketchy information available pi t 

wo,uld appear there has always been the eaWe oenfusien that ee eften 
obtains in oonstrusting family trees, ts wit. that sue 
- generatisn gets tangled -up with another 'and 1 think 
< » that, this.way be K true -in tpeHeb a iux smew. ' Old Frmoeis 
mu&t have had a junier Franceis. 9 Old Franaeis married 
V '. ’ semetimee spelled P vCoyte, ether times spelled Oussite 

,, whose, last pane was Baebelfr.s Unless old Framosi* married 
e a second time, there must have been a fuwtor whe married 
■ . Marie Siena, Smepini, semetimee spelled Marie Helens Seopanni. 

1 I might a dd that Bmhmi i Rsbt aux is seme times’ spelled 

.» Reuben, semetimee Raubeux and v couple ef, ether ways that 

eludo me at the laments and it doesw't matter. 
uwith, descendants aplenty and mens of them knowing » 

., SO j anything about their family* anoestere but slinging 
•i. mafdy to some pet ferW of ppolling * one can 4 _• 

expect q pit* a let of exeitemep* to get generatedf-snoe the 
one or the other finds a spelling that doss*'Ireeem to be 
uaaooJB the earns as* they remember it* What is important «* 

.„ t is the faot thapLeoade of peeplears airing their views en the 

■■ vSEfSttSfu *. 

good foir 9 .the\nowopaporr,aHdsoibi naturally, L'.msb* si 
delighted. 


$ 
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Easter Sunday, *pril 17th, 19 60 


.o; : A * he v jj d , w last night i oaa Just right forthe half 

,f the garden 2 painted yesterday and, thanks te a happy 
c ire urns tanoe , 1 believe I get the balanoe ef the required seeeds 
teday fer tomorrow’s delivery as things nay 
get bridged in th. plantU>, departue.it ratter teener than 

I had hoped. 

' X'iSSUS i’nTerlZVr tojiU^.V 

. T. LZXTltri'Lre^ld t^SSw ..... 

«• anyway, 2 suppese, since J. H. isn t 

at least 'isA 1 1 3sunpeeed r te ■h' 0 j altheughi l did hump 

v into. hije at the storm thie afternoon ***•£ *± n td haU ® 

* a oeke and inquired akeut the. health of istaid 

. \«+ri£Z class to the sunken sr. secret garden "today* He 9** 
ant —that is flew e/ter the fence, akeuts 5*i clack, this 
evening hut immediately tried te get hack in which he did when 

I. epeJsd the gate fer him, ; H*s **”£/*** ** * 

.fiew e* before 5 e'oleok this manning and 1 saw them 

vv *,,»oe »r twice etnellitt^ akeu* *• fvr-as I ' _ 

knew, they -napond id -me turn te tDct a»»*«•> /er aM J 

kii«u he may he cut again in search Cf them, 

j»* geing te give my new n eighhers a fair amount 

ef atHsjitien,iut I’m net dreaming ef spending my whele 

„ life in thm dual rde te/ guardian and nurse maids > 

life in the <h«u 

fhere’s a wedding scheduled fen this week end wh«» 
the daughter ef tHtat.ll, the are. aarri.t Jak. C'h'n. 
muiatte sen if the Jkate Eyman Cchena Mitchell ■» 

daughter is prtehakljp in *enwim$y twenties ajvd has keen married hut 
* * ::?£“?lud ie peeTeeeed ef. three children , wm of. whom may have 

keen hv\ hcn&uehandMahe .carr.te<t hei* eff te Houston fer 

ami. **.u i./* I>»r. , Jake, hae eev.ral children, 

• n (..jo »oo cm -elder than theesnsw hridc cc that ^ 

* thcr+ 'mill he lets ef grandchildren, for the youthful hride. I 

. \ZTalways neted witto interact the number ef pcejpLe ef 

oelor dn this, area whs ds ne*■ mkm- inte eenstderatien 
any appreXisaMen cf:agep. in culminating their J**®®"®?** 
with thes greem spmeMmwn, as itm ths present saps, much 

ho elder thou the hridmysd*. fusd c* stenir case, : the 

green Stitch yeunger than the gride* '* difference 
9i ** f7leareneSereeeme t* make; an ,* difference in the success 
at. at in such marriages and, fer the meet part, 

eu ?J£ ielldieem that, the lasting qualities ef such matrimenial 
6i S i exAeriienteeeew pan eu* fully ae J? !- 

hedged hyosuplcm ig**be same age* bracks* 


semehew always manages te offset, a deleot a hle greeting from 
her direotien reached Lestan at mid merning ef 'Bely Saturday, 
setting the seal ef happiness en ths entire week end, what with the ear 
levely, the message se sweet, the pertrait ef a well knewn 
charactev.se.perfectly executed. Ie it any-i sender hin a*if* 

that all week end Lestan has keen saying ever and ever te himself t 

• ;v,' . * _ 

... "My cup runeih ever.......... 

I have wendered hut haven’t inquired ae te hew it was that nobody 
ef the family henered up this week end, exoept Lleyd. He was back 
here early en Saturday merning, fellewing his brief Friday 
visit frem L. S, u. te Shrevepert. Be remained last night 
and left te visit his eeusins in Hew Beads right after Sunday dinner • 
He wasn't sure if he rseuld return here tenight er ge h a ek te at## 
Reuse. Celeste tells me he failed in every sue ef hie mid term eubjeoi 
I suppese the reaeen he isn’t lingering et heme is because 
ef the raeket geing en there altheugh, since his papa is le a ving Mendai 
fer semeplaoe, perhaps Ohis, te get his seeing eyS deg, ene weuld have 
suppesed he might have spent the day under the parental reef. I under- 
steed him te eay his brether, Sshy, was staying at cellege in ths same 
pert where hie parents live. I assume Llsyd is failing in every¬ 
thing may he due in part te laok sf preper feundatien. The 
high scheel years * must h a ve been a perpetual uproar at 
heme and altheugh J.hn seemed‘-te make it, Lloyd obviously haen t. 
v ot bMBMt to d «<> b'- s » J 'i 

Saturday afterneen, erne eyed Beau Mae, a leeal field hand, tapped 
my.deer. Stutteringly, he said he 'wanted me te see a lady. 

I looked and s a w a pure Hephritite, tally U*hoi smartly hut concern at 
dressed and withal as regal as the figure in a rate travel book of 
'a native daughter ef Africa. x he lady was the osier ef the darkest 
mahegny you ever saw. *>he was Beau s daughter, Emily, who 8 or 10 
years age had been my secretary. He enJ>y .aeetume jewelry wae a pair 
rings, —filigree ivory n heut the sise of a silver Cellar. She 
was ravishing. She told me her first ma\rriags to one Jacks 9 * 
u keen nngnm ful hut that she had re-married very happily and 
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Monday, April 18th, 1960* 


-. .v j*ii 


had two children, a little girl a year and a half eld and a little 
hey ef four months* She said her mama, Juanita, 
whe used t§ cook here, was just fine* °he has re¬ 
married tee , and lives in Shrevepert as dees Emily* Little eld 
Uelviny and Beau are grown up new, ahe said, and my beard 
deem to sag * further and further along the fleer as I 
sense the passage ef the years* • 1 » 

* At supper, I mentioned she had oeme te pee me• ‘ x ‘he clerk said 
she,had stepped at the store te see J* H, x he latter still 
isn t talking but he nodded his head approvingly* I remarked she had 
beeq a prise secretary and the clerk recked me by sayingt 


Vo * i 2 




yiftv' > j. 


, VC -i 


It Ll. 


■.oei'Q-. 

V *' » ‘ 


"Yeah .and she always knew her plaee*****»‘ 

■\ no • 'v>uo \.tti .v ussd e. A l »; ®: ■ ls v.ssw tic •»'*)»'» 

I countered with the request that somebody kindly pass the 
biscuts and let the whole.thiug^go, "Her plaoe****,*" and 
what that might be I should like te knew sinoe, to my way ef thinking 
she was probably one ef the most attractive young women I had ever enoe 
. * v I M %i 

uite a few people ef loodL origin came heme from Houston for 
Easter and many of them dropped by Yucca, to .say Howdy and I was 
enchanted to see all of them* There was a baseball 
game this afternoon and tonight there's a dance* many of the 
Houston travelers , due b a ok to work on Monday morning, swtngtn out 
. here on Sunday nights until midnight when the caravan gets under way 
westward, a voiding.considerable traffie at that hour atid arriving 
h^me just in time to leap frqm their horseless carriages into their wor 

Last night I got ground ./to rea a little from the biegrpahy 
of John Haul Jones by $amuei .Eliot Morrison* I 
would r eoonmend the book to nobody who wants entertain¬ 
ment for it,contains lots of material of no c . >■ 
appeal to the a ueroge reader like myself, suoh as how differently 
one elevates sails on a sloop as opposed to a bark, and 
suoh like* *nt 1 love reading Merr.ison for he is a thorough 
research worker and I'm always stiimbling over interesting 
nugots as I wade through what to as is superfileus 

detailed so ran East r week end, people coming and going, all pleasant, 
the weather mild but best of .all^ the greetings from 
Lyup that t made everything feel so pleaeantl warm about 
the heart#* ****** ,u- *•' o 

\ in ■ v. it 8 . / Z •>&* -Jr.t- -i. ^ous *>9*10 V 


It 0 8 Ol\, 


MJCt'H 


nsu bo r- 


, v»t i rteiut. taw 
't II' clolo Li u Gao* bt**! 


Momorandumi 

A beautiful, sunny day but a little windy, what with 
a ,.spanking breese out of the East that made it « little 
cool in spite of the sun and tenight the thermometer 
will sag to 44, it is said* 

KmAw MooHtofrV eii’t -iq \q is ift 8 «'•••< «< b- ls i 

. * ■ v, Jyst after breakfast this morning, Zelma started for her 

house over near the Randsoabih* On the way sne- metJluff, hastening 
to meet her and to report that her husband. Puny, had 
>/ started coughing as he started to get up, fell baok Sn the bed and 

/ had died •> i\t ->■ r, . o • i 

f ■ OV,»vi \C|R iionurty »»'* ftVr.y 1 ,3" \o 

Puny is about the same ago a$ J* H*, around 68 and 
■ had uqre friends and relatives soattered n bout than'almost 
anyone else on the plantation*- I suppose the funeral 
i will be Monday and will be tremendous* I suppose ' : ‘" J 

. his son, Jake, will be coming from California,- as well 

as his former wife, Massaline, also from the west coast, and his 
t-.. otep sons. Little King, big<z&ix and so 

. Sl ,^e , oi.t ms\s’-- *uo-2 D vtii • »ooiq 
s . otto jv. What with Boreath* still ~^in the recuperative s tags, 
following her reoent~spetatiou, and Zelisd o onf rented * with 
aifuneral, we have nt cook im^the big house and so we are breaking 
? bread across the fence* The^lady on that side plans 

' a frolic, beginning Friday, and so her house girl will probably 

p ^ dispense food over the week end* It would be a wonderful 
tit, tins fop* floqk ofkin folkte bust in > unannounced* 

, {,.*•>.. i t: v. oi' bn ' 3 &4 lixyaa 1 n«c 

* : i j- I finished the borders tu the Ghana ^garden today in spite 
of the high winds that made difficult the planting of 
the smaller seeds, like lettuce, somewhat difficult but 
il guess f got everything 4mtt \plaoe tm the lettuce, 
carrot and beet edgings* I planted quite alot of 
mustard and $kra§ too, -ahd ^ vaouple of oirdles of “ 1 
att\ias» e -\ . uioV otU tti ■ ;iu e». ic\ o 

bUiOi i 8*1 ' 8‘ - ' !t • -• '■ ' >■ 4. 

c . . % »®nor«V' o-i 8i«\# *o«J b • 

if had expected to plan* ’more things-, egg plant, 
tomatoes by the. dozen + ste*y but when the ideather bureau at 
noon said it would to-ctyteM tonight with rising temperatures en the 
88011 8'. i*t:®UH ®0 bioi\ t'abiiloo toioo \,c EslJsiooe 

sc®. I'.i boiotogtc ni 4uLo" p fcita usoclg 

it v 8^ii I , si'. ieaog • cisiea 

.evailob ttailiii BTo^ssvir.i s*U iio sgcA 


ttnoubu 3&» 
s*L! m 


bsbui: 


scs* 
HU ti 


I 
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Tuesday, April 19th, 2960. 


. » 


; S7U. UO' cws 


Memo rand ur; 


a o i « 8 aoi i i 
:i ii 

, at 3T l. : 

> ho title v' 


•>xJa i i 


t Si'- t 0 

.«; neJ c, , 

blit v.a4 8«U 


^iu^cs*t4 at 


a 3 i qt 


•.morrew, t. decided ta hald up trcn splanting all plants 
until tomorrow-toward evening itue a..a . 

• bit!. il 3. -jt 

I was in the midst of planting this afternoon when 
twa people, quite unknown, the ana ta the other, came te see me, 

\ Carl ten Brawn wha is wovkingoin Houston and whs had earns heme far 
* the wgek encf, had missed his ridsnbaok last- night when 
ke went te-a < Janos-at the-local honkey-tonk, The ether 
vistter utas Father Callahan wham 1 had nat seen'sines- the 
beginning ef Lent, I g a ve the Church my respeets by kneoking eff 
my gardeping tf.sif and shat for half an heur altheugh 
j I seoretly resented it, wandering haw the olergy,'seeing pea pie 
up ta their hips in planting* oeuld accept an invitatien 
te pause far part, But ir.eekan the little rest parted probably 
did,' ba.th x afius gaad and I always-enjoy the Reverend Father, 

■ . ! ieeui ~.i.y *et\ i t 

Tenight ,%ra. Riohardsan ef,Hatehiteehes,^'phoned to thank 
me far the piece I did a keut Reform Plantatien, I suggested 
she d rep in te see-me r one of these days so-that we might take 
,\* an inventory ef plants phe will be needing so that me 

.... oan make.a nets as te when these items can be meoed te beat advand tai 

a iid then .transport• them frem time te time as the oalendar date 
■ ^ for the individual things arrive* 3 he wants ivy ^nd- aheuldn ’t h a ve U 
' ahe wants it she should, -She-eught to-have some Orinooo bananas, 
ri bbon igrass, nandina, butterfly lilies? bamboo and se an 
and d shall be entranced te engineerthe business, 

■ sit certainly is jo pleasure te -lend a hand in eUch an undertaking 

te anyone no interested a* eke* -b-.t .-.b» .\,u\ a.'.* \.o 

jii4 tIi tnAwteiet vAkL % et;aa8 s&t 

t An article in yesterday-. 1 * -.Shreveport imes -carried 
the 'architect's sketch ef. a new motel being erected’' i-o 
S in Shreuapept fer four hundred theusapd dedlars -and 

apeke ef plans far another in the Hew Orleans aread^-hs 
corporation is Hollywood Hills, and a list ef the directors included 
L, D, Jones of batches, I took this to be Hatches, Louisiana, 


io ; 

■*\i no esti l. 


and L, D, Jmne t s, is Mil Jonas whom I telephoned te 
congratulate • i seemed plpaeed^ did X say that these 

mo tel a are for people ef color, •‘•and stad often i «'oor 
societies of color oeuldn't hold conventions becauase 
there were no places for them and a olub incorporated in these 
motels would make that possible, * liked everything a kout it and 

hope all the iwsesx investors make a billion dollars. 


A beautiful summer'a day, 

3 . m: a . si • aau • o > f x 

Poor Zelma must t have had a very difficult day yesterday, 
Last night ahe experienced.same sort af o»nuuiei«n8 and 
had to to have sedation around 1 a,m, She has-people 
staying with her and following the dootor'8 visit in the 
wee hours, lady doctor, —she had te go te 

town this morning for further treatment, r I 
suppose there may have been more than one contributing 
{ , causes to her. highly-depressed state j aside from Puny's 
death. One of these, at least, was her disappointment 
in not \eing ablocto reach ling olomon by ‘phone. 

They people,who had already heard about it explained 
to her that King Solomon is having some kind of difficulties 
at the moment where ever he is station, perhaps SeuthCarolina, 
fer it seems.he was at the wheel ef his oar the other day 
when in ran dtvn a child, breaking its leg, and 

this episode in so short a time following the hit 
and run episode here when his car, driven by junior Fugabeu, 
turned a oar over three times and sped on, t killing 
nobody but^causing several passengers in the other car to 
'be. hospitalised, 

oao-'l • v: r>vto oiiall^DlR ani \o 

It is thought the funeral will be on Sunda , It is 
v interesting that £ during the past year et two, 

Suiidcg funerals -in Protestant Churohs fer plantatien 
folks are becoming me re popular, primarily, I suppose, 
because relatives ar\d friends frem afar ^ind it possible 
te participate mere readily in week end doings, 

_ I suppose most Baptist preachers in thd celered section have 
* «#»« gainful employment ether than soul saving, marriages 

and burials during the week and ‘se they tend to weloome 
the Sunday funerals. The Catholic clergy, on the other hand, 
seem inclined to discourage final rites «n the Sabbath, 

I suppose this stems in large meas re frem ,tke fact that 
a Hass is to be said for each funeral and as Sunday is 
usually pretty he a vily leaded with Masses fer the G athelis 
clergy under normal circumstance^^ they tend te shy away 
of additional services ef kindred nature • J ; 5 ' 
rt ci !*ase I aouie nab-.o ui a4 


!*aa& 1 aoii. 

-• a: ; b i *\S - • 
«a 8Fi'.i'A b: 


.0 8a:' 


Hi b aii yw «• 
aAit a it it Jt.aio 
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It was nioe hearing from Bebina and te learn her 
medical repert is at premising, It ia geed te know 
that things are se pleasant at Briarwood Let us hepe that 
beth Bebina and Carrie have aneeth sailing straight ahead, 

. ;fir,' ■ 

A let of stuff planted last week ia beginning te 
push up out ef the geed earth, +~geurda, sunflowers, 
mustard, oern and se «n• The winds have dried the tap 
s,ailc,ss much that little-clouds sail away frem the hee every 
time it is. used but a ceuple ef inches belew the-surface, 
the ground seems surprisingly moist, as I 
discevered,1ate this evening when setting eut a 
fewdesen temate plants and q few egg plants, he 
peppars set last week deserved an extra drink at twilight 
and befere I was at.the end ef the first rew> the enes first 
receive (k-.d a b ef water began perking up, after a day ef 
brilliant sunshie frem a eleudless sky, ' 

he peqc.eaks seem te have develeped a pattern ef existence 
that already has prebably became habitual te them, hey 

spend tl{e early dawning hours in the secret garden where 
they breakfast* . They have dissevered seme leap hale 
i in the pickets leading te the white garden in back ef lucoa and 
meve ii\tq that sectien about 9 s'deck where they 
get a bit ef exeroise tn searoh ef bugs, I suppose . Then 
they spend the better part ef the warmer hours in' the shads 
ef the magnolia tree behind Tuosa 
\ ^ 4 f .O r >4 1' . ’’ ' j 

I thought the quotation frem Sarah Jones quite 
pai. That reminds me .of the J.ine 4n the Socket's 
card frojs Peru, thanking me for the birthday greeting 
of flowers, sent to Shreveport, which she never saw since she 
was .in Bern Orleans and hopping off for Lima on 
the 89th^ The fact that ohe knew somebody got the flower’s 
at olq, Mae’s office indicates she must have communicated with 
theafwwesaid office befere taking off or received a 
report after leaving the United, Jltatwn, ft is but 
natural that Ola Mae should have her South American 
address, ft would b e interesting to know'* 
if anyone else has • 'o a ; i 

- 

Tonight I must knock off a column for next week, 

I haven't an idea at the moment but perhaps- something 
about vegetables might be t» order since I seem to be 
standing «n my head in that department this week, Perhaps 
a n ancient title like "Of Cabbages and Kings" would 
servo ,••••••• 
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Wednesday, April 80th, 1960 • 


La<u ah* o* \Iaa«« ««»e'uooo ■*»**»$ \ ... 

Memorandum t ^sa *. "• " / x 

*•? una^uo -xai'saaw ah* *« «<»•« OosSI *a$ * »• - •« 

A full summer’s.day, A few clouds seemed to hold a 
premise but my #•*# it-mas evident the promise didn t mean 
anything and th\s evening the weather bureau says there’s no chance 
of rain very soon, 

. : i;.- ai-..': Ll <»a& • ' ^ , 

Ihe gardens are se fragrant these days, it is a great pleasure ju 
to saunter along the paths exhaling each new vagrant breese and 
anticipating the appearance ef the flowers, a s yet unseen, whose perfu 
is te pleasant> At the moment, the mock ergange is unusually 
intense, I couldn’t resist plucking a spray this evening and 
giving it a pla ce on my desk along side this machine, it 
3 is so delightful, The, wisteria lingers on to add its aroma, the 
magnolia Jorsqattt, suggesting an ultra refined banana oil 
pungency and the exas laurel is 'Spreading -its lavender essenoe all ev 
L .the place • In the top-sf the old gtandiflora by the side gate 
#u Iii I detect an early magnesia while along the patii j*** 
beneath, hard by the little eld cannon, three Devil 
are standing up red and as prosaic as *urn sienna broom sticks • 

* ' ■ *:n W«a 'ia.1 a** *•« *#< * - 

Carmen oaL led ,e, from her homo today where'she remains in bed 

•to * but is pr.omi.sed that, if all goes well* she ho v 

to be ih circulation again on Monday, I had to talk witn 
. ,v tile ^cdCross this of ternccn aheut getting some oervioe 

. people home for f tierals and whatnot and was pleased te 
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Yearn that Little King die now en route* He will 
be ef ce nptder a ble strength to his mama at a time when 
Zelma needs him much* According to the latest 
./plans, the, funeral for Puny pill be held Sunday in 
Morris Hill, off Gognaa Way# somewhat northedst of here, 
along the LittleBiver rend te Montgomery Terry* s 
aLlw a vP'Aoiu ah* »fa*i>“ wuAct »»»» • 

, . s I recall so vividly when Puny’s son, Jake, lived 

* up that way oemewhere and how he used te come 

, , thrauob the weedo on foot x to spend «» evening hero and how, 

before reaching the heuse, he weuld always take off hio ohooo 
and appear, tut ho doer -barefoot oo that ho wouldn t 
be eeiling the floor by trucking in dew- s custom 
a* and-.a Courtesy on*.a consideration on the part of - CaneBiver 

■ , ' 1 of color that was ao motive, then,* £ gueso, as fit ic new, altheugh 
t = 1 the' world has turned around many times since then. 
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I gueaa T had hatter aoouatan myaelf ta the epening ef 
the haaehall a eaeen and see if I can like tty I 
oeuldn't get 22*30 naan newe and the weather bureau repert 
yesterday b eoauee a baaball gam ha<l arew&ed^OUt the reutine 
ptegra , Tenight I tuned infer Insitattet^to Learning and 
*,oi oh '-Might peaaibly hav learned somethin§, had »ati- 

been diaappeinted in net finding the type ef learning wanted but 
w a a effered anether baaeball game inatead • 

;j Ti eym. srtt Jc. .8 s'vn 8*11 

Jiionnoi! U«H AofcS fcHilDiVfiS 8rt$I>q Sltt i«8io I SfrH MOa 
, . I regr K e.t'that my reading machine isn't funetiening, It 

< > performed perfeotly af\er its return from the repair ahep 

laat week end but the turn table rifused ta budge the next 
, 1{ime I gat uraund far a d a b ef himteric a l inveatigatien, 

* u. , : Q -( X aha 11 aend cit in ta team again an the marijew and trust 
ini have better lush en the next gm neundi I m tea 
o ii. * -thuey and. tea tired ta da muoh reading at the eloee ef 

. .theae dayembuthit'a always a delight ta knaw that tt^ia 

_ there and in marking cand tian, e van uae it^bwt'meantily • 

'.«,i ssii',: io si 44 i I srttt yd Y-*x 

It,-is pleasant ta report that Celesteappears 'dn gay spirits, I 
oeffoo-ed with her at 9 but did net see her when we 
gentlemen dined without 'her loeeose the fens*, she having 
gone ta a lady l^unoheen in town, —Ura,'J*R, "illinme, or 
i-i some mush* She departs for Uaneura : ' o A 

temerrew or Friday and will iremnin until early tn the week, perhaps 
Nonday or Tuesday *a that the harden of entertaining- gentlemen 
at dinner while the big house cooks are away will net fall as 
heavily * n her sheuldera aa on her servant'e# «r> ■ o m! 

4 &s4ni si'4 oi ^niineonk .rtoisj" f-irt sbssr, w 
n Ta nobody's surprise * the wtnueir ef tb&hemedratio primary 
•s in December er January, woyi the election to the v o&ehor'o 
poet in yesterday's balloting • That isn't news and 
Hr, D a vis aeema ta have taken the victory at the polls stolidly 
enoughs-T believe'there were three candidates for Governor running, 
and * was interested that fallowing the huge majority 
of the democrat is candidate, -tits Republican oandiddte came in 
second,, Something less than p haundred t ousdrtd votes to the 
Jimmy Davis -ballots to the tune of more th a n four hundred 
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ii tfii St-1)8A - O n 04OR84 \,c tiOOi - 1 - 0 ‘ 

left early this morning for New Orleans • - He 
plans returning tomorrow night, stopping off in BatonRougs 
to oenfer with the eneral regarding their Shreveport Siotor, 

She oailed J, H • last night and it was painfully evident that 
oh c was as, high as a kite* Rer Jealousy of the sympathy 
her husband receives from people has get her into suoh a 
pitch it-tsufslMphs Might go: in for^vdolonoej probah. y against 
the blind dostor, possibly pgainot herself «, No vender either 
of her oops wanted. to\ bs: home over the Easter' holiday. The dootor 
is currently Jn. Qhio or somewhere getting acquainted with 
his new seeing-eye day. The daughter ia with the anther and 
it must be dificult far that teen-ager, what wisth a drunken 
mother all over the plasm • r W • 

id *ios<l O&S dtlo suiI -8 1 -i ■ M i,w 

Apparently some sort ef a separation is tn the sards, Siotor 
suggests she would like to live in NewRead • New Reads hasn't 
been: hoardifrem as tr hew it would like hero She 

could do a 1st sf damage if she decided to live at home but $ fortunate 
she loathes the place • »w ^ 

On the pleasanter sidwy i& was aplsature to hear from 
ffelen* The letter from Inew Schaeffer can**' 1 ; 0 

♦#a band in today's pest, althsugh^uailed' on the 18th* 

Four dayei,oee*e long enough to travel from Lake Charles here* 

She suggests I advise her if I am not to bo a theme 
onSunday, With the out-going mail le vtng on Friday, 
any communication ought to re a sh her by Henday, if it takes as 
lsng an the way as hers ta me and that i oeuld re a ch her after 
she had cempleted her trip,:. But I expect ta be 
ft homo on Sunday K and, I hope,,alone* * < ^ 

VKiXB ,8‘oii'Is& a io * v - » ."• aaw ft; '' n » u ® 

s»il bao •jnbmi'a IcTsitub o bite u biui'o- i'-o \i^ ® 41 ' 
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stv bsnahq' ilisu sht bsinu.. 1 »*v 

' . yFriday, April 22nd, I960. 

41 ’jr*^d eau she biot sh'i »4*toctsubeliao bch *t»4e 

V. fth'C. . ItQO'.i’tSfrl • OTAOSOi- tUO* T £i\ lliini sI^OSO. S!’\i8 
s>d, xiltOo 9 41 A a lW itt 4-\oqSU‘ Vhb %JS 9 FAQ A IH M- St biUtHK 
v U- *■ A i i aiool 41 ,\j»b •:*»&«« seonisVi t.c »;■©< 

• bosh.W 

Jfom# rand urn r 

* i4 ^ ; s :■ ’ 

,,i *vlh summer* During the night, thanks ts the warmth, 
the leaves sn the peoane tresaspened te a little \*ver Half their 
full spread •< fig tomorrow merging,. L r token the ltmhe ■ 
will he osnoealed by the 196(biraiment* .si.' .ixc-v.- ioi.a 
\a\ii, -:\ t sfiX •jb:* 'yj4\i batbi i;h no yi»' i. ,x 
4 •»2y »«»• */ internet oame in teday's post from James, 

giving . a^iue notion as ts the prsgreee •*/ -his patient* That 
she nay he. a hie ts walk hy August la* premising even theugh 
August is hound ts seen quite apises frpn Aprils f or -•> 
patients with such a prospect*■■■ r atso a t 

snoync sit4 „vi oi aiiUeaociiU Jri .hi\. stuJe bsse »h4 
I must get a letter sff ts the lady tsnight* 


.0861 *4aiS< 14-tq t -.* i-eniirt 

J dsn't knew if I finished the last sentenoe sr net . The 
artist called ts relate lsoal gsssip, nsne sf which was 
very interesting . She remarked that lythe was up ts t he camp 
yesterday hut prsbahly merely made a rsund ts see Zelna • 

Puny's sen, Jake, arrived frsn Califsrnia tsday and is in 
tswn with the expectatisn sf making a rsund :tomorrow* 

I shall he glad ts see him again, after all these years* 

®yjT i co 4 A • .* *tSi 1'. 

I set sut a fleck sf tenate and c a hh a ge plants tsward sundswn 
hut Jk doubt ifi they da. anyth tng w dfor re ft* •teamed sf 


summer., hr even late spring, f . a m counting en the 
ejidlesdoFsw* sf orep*\ myrtles oarrying the dsep summer 
^coloring and May first planting sf esxesmh »'> > 
will give premise fsr mere eels ring in Sept either hnd 
j. ^, Octsher*. My designs -and 1 eng range plans are at 

snce mystifying andincsmprehensihle ts whatever dss-istants may 
csme my way and I must say I sympathise with the peer brain* 
that have never, seen an srdered vegetable garden and oan t psssihly 
\ imagine getting stuff in the grsund that will make patterns in May, 
again in July and again in VctsbsrI- magnet tWu»*5' 
myself very sort either^when the results sf my h a ndiwsrk starts 
emerging, —if ever* .50 - ■ ® 9 -' v 

n Another. intsrruptisn,, -pFugabsu oailing me ts a sk if he oan get 
ssme wisteria vines fsr asmssamp where he works en week ends* H 9 so it 
thgre me ssnebsiy there at hia<.heuse bhs wanted ts speak with me 9 a m< 
nampd Jake, sff spring sf Puny* - 0 sine i dense s are ”• 

certainly pleasant in this tnstanoe* &oB -" - ° 

. vpb'-.'t' 1 «• o* ns bl ii. ' oitio^-4 0 Mi,. MiX . . :,o■ »•>< 
rto* 4-i •'i t obttol yA tnA A 6 d -i «4 *Aw* «oi4 uo. koo \£H, 
t‘\a i?ii ho s-a It'ou ■■■As b«o si si ana*\ so yow 

My neadtngowachinejwsnt.teitswn* teddyI°hsld the thought it may 
h a ve ts gs ts Batsnkeuge* K 'Ordinartly, I shsuld miss it 
ever the week end hut what with a wake at Zelma's, many folks passing 
this way on Saturday night and a funeral Sunday and the P • D* Schaefer . 
and g couple sf articles ts knock sff , perhaps I can fill 
in the time someway* 


fit n. «... . \ t ,. .. v v sc .V.A sh, ••• » «> - 

A slight ^interruption at this psint when 
s.smekpdy knocked at. the door, -Wta Henry, arriving - 
unannounced, as usual* t iqt, r . <1 ; A 

siH.s\ s»o.\ suiTb si ,nscsui«4\ t T-h 01 is* i<- i-swsse : 41 

Juanita A* had cal Is d me t is morning to say she had 
talked wii<PK Junaita A* last night whs asked them ts 
t$&l Jee^ if: she^sam sr if they saw htsr, ts say she 
wasn t earning* 1 Jeer same her* -without stopping in 
tswn and so 1 osuld relay the news ts him, where J* H* 
was hiding, the death of Puny, etcsts* “ 

srau -;Mrg*. Alien Lalshre is my next interrupter* 1 She 
juf t-;?phoned to pay some lovely people frsh Arkansas, --Magnolia,- 
wefo in town for a dinner, being given hy somebody sr other and 
might they come down tomorrow* 1 1 told her frankly then 
plaoe was ts$ fraught with family and she said 
she understood* itoU -j sboIo i» 4 ^ .-c 'ni .'.i - t 

bi.o t t;suiB bn a.-, she eiioas' ioi'ASC 
ffs wonder ladies complain that I send them unfinished 
letters* tl guest ilu luok if I even finish a memo at n 
the beginning if a week end when there seems ss^muoh hurly-burly up and 
ths read* . ste. s.io ,ttooe an tv oh a *> yi? fii 11 - ® : - 
\\uJe nehto h4iw i.e 4e$ i tuoo 1 <ia «*44o^io\ 

• yeui 4 si,a -\»59s4 buA >\vim no 
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As I turned this page, the clerk ’phened me 
from town, sagging that ju^t before he had clesed the etere, 

Sister had called fremShreuepert. She said she was bringing 
seme peeple dean fer a teur temerrew afterneem, She said she 
weuld return heme te Shrevepert with t hem but weuld be 
back te Melrose enTuesday, It leeks like quite a 
week ahead, , 

* i\ • - i ’ • i '< 's 

I measured the hana gardenteday, being tired ef estimating 
its dimensionsi 1. found i* te be 824 feet in length and 

144 feet in width, file vegetable seetien inf rent ef the heuse 
is separated f#en Qhanfi by a bambee fenoe, leading the vegetable 
plet approximately, sne hundred fourty feUr feet by 

a ppreximately ene hundred fifty twe feet, making 
the place almost but net quite square & The fact that 
, 4 . thijs plet, given ever exclusively to vegetablesr is 
t abeut twice the oise ef entire tewn lets -which include 
dwelling*. garage** yard, net te mention a vegetable 
plet, it perhaps explains why the peeple in zXi.ti-s 
the seed stere find it impessible te imagine anyene 
want in ^ as much seed as I have erdered during the past i tenth. 

The heur is 20:30 and the night oentinues busy. 

Just as I concluded the abeve paragraph, I, S, v illard 
oalled, She had much te-relate abeut Art, having • 

returned tenigfit frem someplace deem in Senth Leuisiana enthe East 
bank ef the Mississippi, ~net tee far frem Mew rleans, J guess, 

Tt had seemed wiser te her, hewever, te drive heme fellewing 
the Mississippi side efs the river and se had passed threugh 
/fatchet late this e vening but she had stepped *Uly^* 
te get, a newspaper and had net telephened anyene «»{*•» 
had n* particular news fremt he Bluff City* 0 Ke 
. . 

She did wiph me t fe de % an article fer seme Art 
publ iga tiep in which she is interested and went, te seme 
length te explain its general • character, I asked bar, hewever, 

. if she weuld be se kind as te jet down the partt uelarb i general 
subject natter, length deisred and se en and my purpose was twe feldt 
bio's ft & r:ti \s£:i \ ixtiu if *•. ’ 
first, I hadn't paid tee clese attentien to the' 
verbal details she and given, and 
btatittV’Jfa putt oh** i ivAt -i " f ^ 

seoend, I had a -feeling-,that, if I babedzuy aceeptente en 
^written infematien ss-te:vari9us peints, the peints net 
being likely te shew up tee seen, the whele businesb might be 
fergetten se I ceuld get en with ether stuff 
en which I had better get busy, 


C8fc01 


ft or lc 
«>i ft be 


-U 


p • S, - as I was making the envelepe fer this, I, S, 

Willard, --see belew, phened, saying she weuld be in Manhattan 
frem May 1st te 14th, attending seme natienal 
Art Educational cenventien. The information is simply 
fer yen cenvenience te be used er net as yeuplease er 
as circumstances may er may net permit prusuit, 
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Lets and lets ef summer \ xnd net the slightest hint ef 
TOirfv 

The nicest possible event ef the week end ef many events 

• was the letter te hand frem Lyme in Saturday's pest, 

»## w© «tt ' " * 

I want te thank yeu meet particularly fer the charming 
vignette ef impressions find thoughts, stemming frem the 
arrival ef Spring in Central ^parHc a'nd the sentiments surreund- 
ing these impressitn^, It g a ve such a delightful warm glow 
te my heart thnt I have re-read the message twice and leved it 
the mere with each re-readintf, 

v ' The flight ef the&eoket te Lyme out ef Lima was 
a surprise, shewing clearly enough that although ene, by this 
-late date, should^' be' gdlbahtWed agaihbt sany sort ef the surprise 
frem that direction, surprises are' ferevpr turning up, 

, *itOBiiu fti - 0 w ® v * V 

I shall be all pars fer the next repert that may cever 
the oenference that was te tread hard en if he heels ef the 
intttdl conversation by ■'phene, ^ \ s ‘ 

And that reminds me that Irma Semparyao Willard will 

• be at the King E dward Sets 1' en 4*th. Street en May let, 
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If yeu care te establish, centaot bit h her, she weuld be 
delighted te iee'yeu, s If ybU de net, she will net be surprised. 
She dees net have yeur name but knews there is a ohance that 
a friend ef mine might 1 phene her, s he is desorit and if she die 
the name, which sh ; e hasn’t,' weitld net use. it under any oiroumstan 

Imagine my surprise when I learned en Saturday meming that 
Mrs, Wenk’s' nane was in the Shreveport Society news as 
■ entertaining iris fdnbiere en MendaY, Tuesday and Wednesday ef 
?■ this coming week,' I-thought she had announced she ms 

coming here on Tuesday, which she had but that must have been 
cc whin she was~&rUnk, ‘In any eyent, she pqt in an 
« 9 lppedrance on 'Saturday afternben with three people whs, oddly 
& enougbi seemecl oiviltsed. I thiqk she was just a 

little high, I asked J, E, later if he theqght she and 
the doctor wiruld separate and, he said he doubted it. Who 
■anything a bourl$t*that wa<k y family may er may net de, hank 

• ft fil'< 3 l' 1 ft 1.03 ft»ll 1 ft*- 
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Heavne the Saturday session din't last long, She a aked 
me who was cooking at the big house, I tald her nabady ioaa. 
She flared : *r«2J. 1 kw»8 I/*u djn't think I c#uid oeme 
dawn here and cook far yau all• I assured her we 

were getting albng very nieely, 


bwun 


Monday, April 85th, 19 60, 

jj, .r j t ■ - • i .bouts at • ’ 1 • 

. B*l artfc o ^ all* t b« i (* \JS 8u» .Vi.t - \.a frttt *88»\t aktfS 

v. 4art* ttoiJ unaeda &b£W nooeO s*\t «4r 

¥am»randu»: - ■■■» • 


■'i : said heuas leaving this marning early. He r emained 

• and had dinher with J, H, and me, altheugh we had plann d 
ta see eat alene, I netioed his oar was atill here 
at 9 tenight. He must be in tewn with J, H, I wanted ta 
ga with J 1 . H, ta Puny*a funeral at neen but theught it unfair 
J ta db aa since the Sohaefers had said they would lunoh early 

in Shreveport aid be here early, 1 hey get here at 4i30 and 8* I 
* 4 '• last the funeral, Blythe and, Jean had oeme abeut 8 

ad remained until the Schaffers arrived, I was thunder¬ 
struck when Carmen 1 a sifter, Hra, Jaok.Pfirant, appeared in 
14001 a ‘ the party and I was delighted ta see Irma. S,WiHard, La 
* Durdnt always speila every taur, I fry ta give, In » a a 2wai/« adds 

ta the taur. This afternoon the v urhnt element triumphed and 




Summer oentinuea altheugh there was a little 
sprinkle abeut 3 e’.oleck this afternoon, like «a heavy 
dew t i and I knew net if it, was sufficient ta' encourage 
garden seeds, ta germinate but doubt it. Perhaps 
a real dew tenight may add the magioal teuoh ta a tart 


n i cui v 

thing a, t 

u4I<mj '■ nuAn »«£**> Bf.'ii t C)S 2i 

J cannat begin ta tell yau haw much I appreciate yeur 
v kindness intaking time apt ei\ Friday evening ta acquaint 
me'- with the latest news frem Lima I held tke^ thought that 
yau all had a nice little chat in apite af pressures that must 
have made the interlude a little heotio, what with se muoh oeeking 
•n the business fronts 

_ 'isqcao i>. : ■ % 

I'm glad you mentiened the matter ef Tag 's hip, 

Intentienally I didn't bather ta mentian it when she passed 
this way with the film ana Sunday a while back, I figured it 
this wayi —she is frequently in BatenReuge, If she felt like 
oalling lay she ceuld da aa. If Hay had wanted her ta knaw, she 
cauld have written her. If I did nr the matter 

te the»*eoket, the Meoket oeuld always have a fine alibi in saying 
I had net mentioned it, assuming she might have qualms a beut 
net 'phening^h^d she been inf armed. It is htgh time, 
new that she is back, that she sheuld at least drep 
in ta see Kay ar at least give her a bussr when in BatenReuge but 
if §he hapn't time ta da that, she can still offer the faot that 
she had net been infaimed by me and while she apparently needs 
ne alibi far her game af hide and seek, nn a libi must semetimes 
came in handy, The lamentable,fact is, X' fear, 
that she is se busy with her many prefects thqtt it never eoours 
b . ta her that sheskips , a menities which yen, Helen and I weuld 

want ta abaerve but which.she neverseems-tagtvs any theught as 
ta abaerving^e net,observing then,0ne makes a mistake if ene supposes 
she wilfully snubs ene by her prSlanged silences. The 
aotual truth af the matter is muoh mere devastating, -• 

SOU! V. • ' t£t*\ 3 s -<> ■fif'W 

:;»* t ttiav b-.- Sf.8 bit© M ,&•<«#ieii'join- s\o uofciu** 

Aa , ..V L 3 4 8 * 8 « 8 WJ\ t-.. I * 0 O:'.- 

inti Si\3 .uLLz’U'.i i it -6‘UU : i O' - - 0 U odo .'.J5A8U8TU, 

•t8 8is tan puoj tnajoknaeat yl-i - . wi« ©»< 

' i’-u sasq <aa® tua« o b«K #ba» (il i- 

• •••••• m«n\ \}rt a»U? aburo 


tiiodk 


n 3 j' t an »j p. a n; 


* Durant always spoils every,feur, J- try t 

to the tour. This aft,emean the t v u rant 
• A I faUhd the whale thing un^ditsfaotary. 


d ^ Blythe dhd Ja a n spent Easter Sunday with Carrie 
at Briarwood, fyviouely Carrie did net tpfl^them she 

L. ... J. _ _J.. . J* /I « . J ■ PmV J <• ihIi V 4* J» 4 r» t'tin-f a in«7 7 


5.1 it... 


had entertained ’ 
A»)ina dnd £li/tft 


iin#d* »>i Good Friday which is just as 
Blythe don’t hit it off worth a oent, 

n « _ v.W J n .. — i - 1 - L 4 1 


well since 
, Blythe, 


sfrti 

!08Bt■ 


Haw things are 'racking along in Hansura this week end, 

I wouldn't khew put frhave ns djmfa everything is 
''perfectly darling, ' One thing’is certhin, the 
weather is favorable at least and it is doubtful if there are 
any little clouds of worry atsut resppngibilities at home to 
the frolic, AH I can do is but wander at the strange 
world we live in aud how it isae alone as well as it does. 


•M8V J I v*rvv 77. r-ww . -7- - - ^ - 

world we live in and hew it fogs along ps well as it does, 

.*> •* 04t*. 0 •» «. '-*• * ^ ° • • ' 

I wanted to water the tawatoes, pttppars,^egg plants, eto,, 
tonight biit before the last'pilgrim had departed, it 
* was tea dhrk ta distinguished the ^ws af plants from the rows 

, Sf seeds and Sf I had'to forgo that pleasure °ut I oould 

' • " see the turkeu-like*shapes of Dash’One and Hash 21 oe and 
• '' anir of autneas J, H, had Sentliie eh ^Saturday and praise the 

o.i' . * fcriiSS*S?rfSSa* , 8§l alS®JiSS « 45fr*sS»7 r »♦ 


1: ■: ol 

Hi 


'iili-.C 

. 


hear the tale about Ola Hae 
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1 boT 
s*i 1 •; , 
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. i c!S -j"> f ( 

it isn't aa much an intentianal ever-sight, it aimply 
puts these aut af eight aut af mind, ane gathara, getting ane a raund 
ta the Oaoar Wilde ebaerv tie n that the ane thing warae than being 
talked abeut ia na being Vientianed. Smile, 

Dareatha returned ta the past and pan department thi$ 
naming, $lod ta be back in ihe eld dining routine, 

Wjketfter the ladyaoreas the fenoe returned ar net, cannat aay. 

She had net at,the 9 e'oleok oaffee keur± 

Vi " vA^iKO* r 

Abeut that tine, 1 was an the back gallery giving 
aene directiana ta helpera when 1 heard aameane walking inaide 
the house. I. waa amazed te discover dtw as that mildly 
luuatic &ichard Brailey, 3rd, exercising We unm annered 
hill billyiame by net bathering ta knacks *lt didn t take me 
leug ta get rid a/ him* sii 

I ah all present the little. Cal Ude Lerraine'to the lady next dear 
I think, far I rigged up a n elegant eepper pot x atep a four 
Spat aid/metal * pedestal in the center ef the circle 
ip the hana garden teday and its ancient^appearance a ahiney 


M 1 


S o 
St 






ft 9 






CC’ 


metal glinting in the sun is much more harmonious with 
the Ghana, cabin in the baokgreund, ei s- c 

. ■ Ob biUOO 6*'8 NJ. « 

I enolsse today’s nets from Briarwepd which speaks far 
itaelf* i Miss German would sweep Uncle tarn under therug 
even as . I wauld sweep asidaeame of*her micraecapio plants whioh 
fascinate her se much and interest ms, -^without a mieresoepe 
1 net at alia * r *' * zi •> ± 

0 «\o> v-itfA u Tort 6Viio art-»i 7* l '' 

,iCarmen oalled me today f rom her off iod^She said King 
Sslsman'e wife had just been in ta sea if the *«d Crass oauldget 
a five day extension far her husband befsre he' returned ta 
Camp Sherman, fUineisThe five day extensien waa granted but 
his dec tar soys he can return* t a camp only by*air as he 
ia sa bandly K eut up frem the Sunday evening scuffle at the lecal 
; c .,; henkay-tenk.uPeer Zelma,,,,ants this*uem merry a blessing in 
disguise te. help eradicate the tremendeus deprecates a hems 
^in of*#* hot'husband!sadeathai ono e 
_iHur ti T9- niu \o ntnxs L; zc . 

Carmen went an ta 8ayt"Well, haw did yau like 
yaur ^ unday afternaan viaitara and seemed quite taken 
nbaok when I reapended premptly with firmneaa that I was thoroughly 
preveked abeut the whale business Gut, naturally, she ' csuldn t i 

HI. thi "o,}t«r Utay’i . . .J 


Tuesday, April 86th, 1960, 


Memarandumx 

: i- ..... M. -v. •. 9 . .0 .1 9 : i ' 

A levely summer's day, a little cleudy in the marning but 
the raina passed*us bye, after earning as class aa Bermuda and 
the Jeyeua Caaat which get a little aver an inc* last night, 

It’s cleudy tenight . Perhaps we may get a dab eventually, 

. 3 J’. . 0 | • QltiH' QS1 At 081 fcoiiliO UOWiOv 

This marning at dawning, 1 gat half a desen. men, net ane 
af wham, could tell the difference between a dandy lien and a dahlia, 
but I never rejeot assistance far even thaugh it means I 
must paint* cut that day lilies shouldn’t be heed up and b a mbee 
sheuld, I realise that oetten will shertly be claiming 
evefyene, leaving the. weeds exclusively ta me and 1 might 
, as well da what 1 can with the uninitiated even thaugh it means 

I must lahar six timga harder than the man with the hee in aaving 
what ia warth while and gettiyg-rid af the unwanted stuff • 

.\- *o .. 

ertunately, te the firat en-slaught was added a oeuple 
. af carpenters, —Alvin's papa and Clement, and I get them 

busy finishing.the bird he uses they had begun tee many weeka back. 
When finished they were quite apiffy, aart af'replicas af 
a nte bellum manaiens • The ane had twe apartments in it, the ether had 
, feur • The feur apartment was finally elevated te the 

ane pale between the Ghana and geurd garden, the ascend will ga 
qn the ether pale in the same line en the marram . 
b : ■; v lev. 5 ■ botjliniwiierto: oAu i.oiecooo mic to 1 Lao on 

I oaf feezed a cress the fenoe this marning . Celeste waa 
beaming with delight ever thepleasures af the past week end • As 
I listened, I fe.und myself recalling hew Misa Commie “used ta say 
. hew she envied wemen whe ceuld ferget all their treublea aimply 
by gaing ta ±t.ewh and purchasing a new hat . Obvieusly this past 
week, end was equal te ane af the mere successful hat buyihg sprees 
t ^and the ioe.rld leaked aa bright as a dellar • c 

*u 4 to tn ■' o. : ou 8 »i ; o bs .-'LoiiO b«o 


is The grapevine'/reparted quite 
aver an episede in which * figure 


a let af buaaing last night 


gured yesterday marning, It 


. chanced that Mitchell, the axe, and I entered the kitchen Menday mernin 
at the aqme time, he bearing precisians ta deliver ta Dareatha, I te de 
myself te the dining ream. 1 hadn't realised Dareatha waa back 
until I stepped in and the sight af her ^return in gaad health 
made me se delighted, 1 threw vide mg-arms and g a ve Her d big 
o \ug • Hew Mitohell handle^A’the reunien, I knew net but I gather 
he set. the kale, adrift at an eye witness te a. white- gentleman 
making lave ta a oelsred suollian ar same .suefc and I gat. a great 
qls/ t »<S Liias bite to Urb s 4o A osiAooV 







<on Papers, flM-5889 in Che Southern Historical Collection, 
,a Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


10488 


10487 


Wednesday $ April 87th, 2960 


ileme randumi . 

„ , v ... ■ A' 

A lovely, cloudless day with the sky the darkest 
Uedeterranean blue.I ever saw in this hemisphere* 

, I have developed the habit of feeding Bet and companions 
about the time the first gray ef dawn heralds the tapering eff 
sf night but I never seem early eneugh to get ahead ef 
that trie. Whether they head eut fer a stroll in the dew 
befere the night has started ts wane or a not, I eannst say 
since it would take an ewl ts disesver that point. 
i ./»•••. I.-. ia.i . »o«i. -i he t 

The guineas are still inoarcerated and will remain ss 
until abeut Friday evening alsng a teut dusk dark when 
I shd 1 set them, at liberty where the peacocks 
like ts gather afrdusk dark. Since guineas seem ts have ts 
have ts attach themselves ts seme feathered friends, I assume 
they may find the habits sf the birds mere ts their liking 
than the censtant aquatic performances if Emmet andErwin. 

. 1, J almsst felt.m oelumn osming en this evening but I 
guess the, threat has passed. Absu six o’oleok this msrning, 
fsur gentlemen arrived, intent sn shingling ssms 
little eut buildings, befsre which they were suppesed ts 
’elevate the martin’s hsuse they had fsrgstten ts put up 
last night. Fsur men and a ladder and they fsrgst ts 
put up the martin hsuse befsre they were summsned 
next dssr ts give a hand ts experts whs are re-reefing 
the hsus aoress the fence. Tsnight the little eld 
martin's hsuse still sits sn the same bench it sooupied 


great kick sut sf the grapevine version. What with ss much scuffling 
geing sn around the ceuntry rpcially, it seems quite unhsrsing 
ts hear that 1 could be enchanted ts see an eld friend after 
q month’s absence in a hospital. 

i . ii - . ■ f - 

Carmen oailed me this msrning ts report that my friend. King 
Solomon, was in her papers again. The Army had communicated with 
the< Bed Cross ts r eport on the * element condition. A call ts 
his doctor revealed that the aforesaid Solomon was 
being transferred' this morningsts Barksdale Defense Base Hospital 
and the Red Cross recommended C a mpSheridan, Illiensis, csmmunioate wU 
the hospital direct. It is said K. Solomon, esquire, 
is going ts make it alright but has lost a great deal of blood. Where 
Henkle *appe, the carver, is hiding * ^ know not. As both 
have served as secretaries, I am especially interested in this 
latest fandnage. 

Today's post was thin. I am wondering if the 
writer sf the gneissed card has yet learned to spell my name. I 
forgot to ask my helper this evening. The v 1 , 

plant she is referring tezts the Devil lily. 

. . i;: ,.v.. . r o ! ■ ■ ' -■ .&*■ ■ ■ 11 5 ' “ 

5 I can't recall if it was late in December sf last year or early 

in January sf this year that I advised Ola Mae sn at least 

three sqoasisns that I*had need sf Cane a iver note paper. I 

recall sn one occasion she aoksnwledged this request and said 

she would.send it or deliver it or seme such. "hat with Uay just 

in the offing, a season when dema nds for suoh stuff are 

brisk, I am vaguely anneyedat her .business methods Or^laok thereof. I 

have always recetved an invoice with eaoh shipment and paid it 

sn the same day ef its receipt so it can’t be my 

credit is too bad * I did send her a couple of hundred* 

dollars a osuple sf months back covering Calico Cook Bosks, too, 

and enolssed a brief message a bout something or other but 

forget what. In any event, I have never heard from her 

in zegard .te that transaction either. 'She must be as busy 

as the-Beoket and just as incapable % 0 f •following through sn 

business potentials, even as febina shoe hinted. 1 0 

u j'K »*uv '.Viii.iv-. «V>:;>1 x .r ooi 

I listened in vain tonight for Invitation ' 
ts learning but again it wasn't broadcast 4 - I find 
itsuoh a commentary, en our times, probably any old time, that 
people thursting fer knowledge can *get only boogey-wosgey 
or prayer rags. s.X hope itmltiV *b the Reading s>'- «' 

Unchine back in a dav or two and that will be a vast help 
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:x line , e*»;bV. 

I don't recall if 1 mentioned receiving an 
invitation te a reoeptien en Friday when NewOrleans 
entertains the President ef France. Naturally'I declined 
hut I reokenthe Parish will he represented, preh a hly hy 
o Carmen's brother, Jacki v urant, —brother in law, that is, 
. who is a. descendant ef eld St.'Denis ' ' ,v: ' 


Thursday, April 28th, 2960• 


W.« 


-oqrc o 
tin* apt 

\a fc 

oiab at' : - 
\(a» dot 




« » 


i( And speaking ef the Cream ef Lerraine number remainds 
■ me I intended .te say seme tine'hack that-X h a vk'-> 
ne doubt little Hiss Lee may have feund the fleur-de-lis 
papsr\weight too eumberseme fer convenient use « I 
aske$ the enneeseee Chremium Company to make bme are 
the design.ef ef a deer kneoker but-smaller* Apparantly 
it wasn t pessible since the paper weight turned eut te 
be the same site as the flsur-de-lts en the knecker 
which I gave the the eld M- Lemee Seuse this past Christmas. 

I knew nething about the lennesses oempany exeept that they 
are opposed te writing a letter. I think a smaller 
paper weight'in brass might have a-certain appeal in the 
tewn where the Quaterxe fleur-de-lis banners once flew but 
fer almestca year new I^hdve attempted by various met eds 
te get a letter eut ef them and oil I oan get is the 
;j merchandise; referred te abevs* Perhaps ennessee iq 
i, seme business kin te.sne Advertising Mart o»d deesn t 
believe,in business oerrespendense although, lo must say, 
this seems like a ourieus slant fer beth parties • 

0O*i%V bin' ya.'.T B; Ki “Ad 8»iW*U 

.d iY.n . The ver^ean a s I started frem a couple of 

springs last year seem tesbe thriving mightily and 
i.tke,y have ^spread:inte a carpt~et^*f red^^Snd-blUe-purple 
fer abe.ut 3 sr 4 feet .around the eld Mash pet at Ghana 
. r j:a n d .arei.se pretty that feur different e a binflk during the past 
$ twe days, have ceme te ask if they might have a spring te 


iHil n 

K im'-ii' 


ds* 
■ al 

:.d 


.won 


,•'.01 04'. 


Uemerandumi 


b« 


• no. o 

a-..- facade a? ft£' 

A perfect summer’s day. 


; a A Li Ae GV 
Hi .'•a?;Avan na¬ 


il > 


ena 

V 


. a- ” 




1 b' 


start aipatah ef their ewn and naturally I am delighted te 
share Mi th-them t 

.Af>u«a* Mifcbo .i«« =• ummutmn *«»\**n-®** v 

.'.,j8 1 laugh imny beard a ilittli io« -X oentemplate the deings 
■ef the sunflewer seeds 1 planted pyout the time the vegetables 
were gning Uite the greund as seed, fer whirle the seeds are 
t i still languishing in seed ferm in the vegetable seotien, the 
sunflower* are already up 6 er 8 inches, every seed planted 
having ceme up apparently, I had te pull eut half ef them 
teday, they are se thick* If Nature sheuld turn o trick and 
preduce a sunflewer 4 er 5 feet acress as it did ence fer me leng, 
leng age,I shall be cenvinced I eught te stiok te sun- 
flewers and let the vegetables take care ef themselwaa. Ana 
new fer a d n b ef desk werk and then fer a dab ef sleep befere it s 
time to try te get ahead ef Pet and associates . 


a 


UftiAiiQ \}i>- 

.«|0i t ftic,r 
nanrii 
an- 


My bird heuse s till sits en the benoh and nene ef its 
apartments have been taken altheugh I must oenfsss I did 
see a couple ef martins lseking interestedly tn its direotien 
teday • ■ -.;0 . anudnu\ a-l d ibaw.fii 9 At • . -■ 

: ,y, v, ij vjiHj c.ais naA od Ac-.A \s biuAtwA' * Cl 

J* H..and C»u«in Arthur Vat sen went te* Baton Rouge 
this merning an $ what the ecoasien waS alia beat, I knew net 
but the pre-legislative gatherings are beginning te assemble 
and perhaps bills are being fermulated. It is said that 
during the last Jimmy Davis evernership, ne bills w ere signed 
until he c alled Ceu^in Arthur* Perhaps Ceustn Arthur 
Js planning te run th.s Rtate again* ■■ c 0 u ' 

v«aa *t0 a^aas ix- * - • 

At seffss this merning. Celeste remarked-that J. H. weuldn’t 
be heme tenight until 8 er 9 e’cleck* I v--' c ; 
den't reckon it toas a hint but whether it was 'er nbt, I did net 
—-inxfte myself ever te spend the evening* When I oeme te the 
close ef a\day .that begins at 5 e 'deck and ends abeut 
6i30 # I feel that under usual ciroumetcn oes, I dm 
entitled te the balance ef the waking hours te 
my desk work*. I do net propose to undertake oemfs nienship 
across the fence between dusk dark and whenever, j 
; dr cat; ,i yjActuU . - j n i r-s’a • • 

r>1 ., , one thing is certain, I shall net ke spending ai y t ime 

making uae ef my-reading mao ine right away for Natchitoches 
reports the meter in mine has gene dead and that means I shall 
i h a ve te send the thing hack te BatonRouge for repairs, and 
t the Lord alone knows hew long I sliall be without its services. 

If ,the business fellows the usual patterthe machine will be repair 
■ • and sent back in perfect oenditiem by express Sf paroel pest 
i and after it h*» been banged abeut by common carrier, 
it will arrive out of commission and then it will have to go back ag 
'.so s -.o\, e a - A c* a^su ebftfth viibaiHuabiiu - 

Ao.!i vitfAtou eoA .sboo \jm 


iiJod \ 
luom! 


Ofti 


a w 

ei bd 


nan 


iixo \o b .jii dl J^aoxa ft\ii y: 


ffiiau--aeaue i> j 


baii'. ic ei droo 
obi-i ob J3iir. i 


t o . a<ld o a 
dud mmiVu 


bit j\ 


ftdai 


» 







RS, M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


From the FRANCOIS nibNUn rftrti 

University of North Carolina Library 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: 1 


10491 


10492 I 


Friday, April 89th, I960 


Memerandumt 

lux*)' <■ 

Well, we finally get eur rain and a nighty pretty ene it me, tee, 
It was cleudy all morning and at 1.8:40, the Shreveport 
Weather bureau anneunced rain frem 8 te 8 p,m, aoreee that 
area, It began raining here at 8, a gentle business, Areund 6:30 
it was still raining gently when a brisk wind swirled thingsareund 
a little, a flore ef burnt erange oatte from the J iontrese Mills behind 
which the sun had a lready set and new, at 8, the earth is dagp with 
abeut three quarters ef an inch ef neisture and the oleude are 
We are premised a mild, fair week end. At long 


and areund and areund and areund altheugh, if I de get a new meter, 
perhaps I shall be able te have whatever is breken by cemmen 
carrier replaced in llatohiteohbs radie repair shep, 

, » The pest breught the enolesures frem TheBluff teday. It seunds 
like the girls are h a ving qite a fine time, I am impressed 
by the fact that neither-hdy mentioned anything abeut 
plans fer the immediate furture. One a ssumes-Irma may 
be thinking ef getting back te her new trie ef daughters in 
Hollywood but that is only an assumption,* Irma doesn't 
write often but often when she dees, her letters are worth 
reading, • <. ooii Is • ~v< 

t :..s ei i sd oto clli z c.'n »•. 

all'. 1 was vaguel .-disappointed tonight ong a bout supper time, 

I werked with Mitchell, the awe„ and Murphy, my gardening helper 
on ecoasien, te get in several hundred feet, pe aps a 
few thousand feet of coxcomb seeds which Ora sent me. 


scattering 

•last, the vegetable seeds pught te get going, 

is no vuriroiq o km .a 

Ora called this morning abeut 8ilb, She said she would 
like to run down with seme ef the sartorial She has in mind using, 

I welcomed the prospect and urged her te de so, I also asked her 
te bring seme pafnt for I want the artist te de me a picture ef seme k 4 . 

or ether, ao xz, iv'. -\a ail Hi $boilofre 

sxa t £.X.o*VoiiU '.abus * rcf 

She cprtainly has seme inteesting diaries, family trees, 
plantation maps and so on, I looked^ up seme of the 18 60 and 1861 
newspaper material oeverito both Hatchiteches and Matches and suggestei 
she nbserb same » 

roe a, t\o Jua o i >: » 

She had seme exerpts frem alittlc volume by ene Flynn, 
a Massachusetts private in thp B a nks campaign and there are 
several references to the Bed River doings, I suggested I 
sheul be glad te lend a hand in compiling an artiole fer the 
Shreveport Times and that she should sign it under her name 
so that the by line may serve her in the future fer dealings with 
literatary agents and such like, 

1 Dr, Albun was down frem the U, S, Peoane Sxperiment Station 
and lingered fer lunch. He had been inspecting trees all morning 
and reported a good crop forming a nd opines, excusin' '* 
accidents along the way, the premise fer the harvest in November 
altogether excellent, v:o L-. v ' i'•* 5 
,<©<* r. ,. 3 utto? Old iLtiizv* eo \T 

- A fleck ef ladies^appeared cm my gllery a heut ltbO unannounced. 
They ere frem Beaumont and environs and hoped te buy 
iris " bulbs", which lead or lqd me to con dude they didn't knew muoh 
about iris since iris deesn t grew frem bulbs, ut they 
II .<o:d \illoueoo »«»»'* 

- c ^* o \-nout o4 seiuc^i •« * wens ® 01 ‘ l Cj 


Mitohell had te ge-te hqlp ^wreaths wtth supper and its serving aid 

Muprhy and I worked on and finished the planting before the 

supper ibell tapped, Murphy had a let ef watering to de and 

so I took gardening tools to Yucca and he hoped i^gev vne 

sprinkling dene before quitting time. On reach ng 

Yuooa, I decided it would be a little mereoivilised if 

I washed up a bit and w a sh up I did, event though I might 

be late to break bread with the olerk,* As I left my b a th a nd moved i 

my boudoir, I noticed an unaccustomed shadow in my drqwing 

room, I stepped in te find Murphy investigating seme packages 

ef garden seeds. It was unthinkable to see Murphy inside 

my dwelling * He fumbled and faltered and I said I 

knew he must need seme seeds for his own garden and that I thought 

I had offered him things ef everything T had and that I hoped he 

would go ahead and oast a beut for anything he required and 

flew out before he could think what to say or de, I thought 

somebody, had been extracting cabbage and tomato plants from my garden 
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were very pleasant and although I did net invite* then inte 
Yucca, I shewed then the African Heuse which some ef then found 
interesting, One lady mentioned knowing the Leutcher-Starks, the 
KleUer* and so *n, *hey all plan to return for October Pilgrimage, 

. . 

0 C : ; A'vfftt pretty soaked^ before the ladies were on t heir way. ^he 

u;c'u.« rained knocked .jiff fu ther laboring today on the roof across the f ones 
i, zii\ aM tossed seme of the oarpentens in ny direction and I oould use 

u - then for I waited t\e Unicom 'log oabin measured at the East end, giving 
pn the Ghana garden and had them out & triangular board about 
■&f*et £ inches in length at the b a se and 36 inches in height, This I sh 
fit at the ei\d of the building + fust beneath the pointed roof and 
I shall h a ve the artist paint a pretty picture on same so that people 
leaving the u hctna garden will always hav a parting glimpse of 
.nit a Cane*iver primitive, »w .•> a ♦* - 

«Lo I .c“ ob st ip* b»u> *■'- bsi-ooloa 

Although I-didn't mention bird house, the oarpeUters without 
asking me installed it in its proper pL oe on the pole and 
did some other odds and ends, Mitchell, the axe, and Murphy 
, j; h a d ostensibly been hoeing when the rains came , Murphy, w ithout 
i; ' saying anything to me, vanished toward home, asking Mitchell to 
, 6 . tell me of his- departure. I guess Murphy is a little bh'ame - 

faced a beut yesterday for I had work around Yucca fsr him to have 
oerfomed, had he cared to finish out the afternoon, I set 
Mitchell to polishing copper and I got my reading machine, which 
9 Z had neglected this morning, to the Post Office so it may 
be on its way tp the BatonRouge office for repair, 
s.4 tv’ *J.04*tp i't n": bin-A o b«»I ot - *4 a. .At 

Celeste was a bubbling this morning as Ora had been on the 
, mire, for both had gone tosses the Ramsey' production of 

the hedges Gardens and Cane’ River country and both were entranced 

at its beauty. Carmen called me early this morning, too, 

wanting t*. tell me how do lighted" everyone'had' been with the showing, 

(.„ H Itywap given in town without charge.by one of the loc a l theatres, 
perhaps two pf t them. Ora said the managers of both said that 
•,*v */ the thing wore transferred to another size film, he felt 

or they felt it would be welcomed by managers all’ over the 
country as regular program material that would prove 
9 infinitely popular with audiences all a round '-the oountry, 

vv.-c C: -v ; 

;, ou . 1 , Tonight; a bout dusk dark I opened the door of the guinea's 

coop and for .the first time in almost a week theyvtepped out for 

some corn and then, casually enough went right back. It 

is nice to know they felt no impulse to suerry off into the weeds,,,,•• 


be established with her, if there were other points not covered 
1}y my letter, I sent this to lames, together with 
the original Baldridge letter and lames may use it or not 
as he pleases, 

I was quite delighted today when I learned that the 
Catholic Daughters have undertaken a project ot restore the old 
Seminary butlding in town that is part of the Bishops 
menage in the heart of town. It is a charming old buidling and 
perhaps may have been the Bishop's carriage house in early times 
but got its name of Seminary when, in 1854, Bishop Martin, 
returning from Rome, brought three young priests and 8 
seminarians with him and here they were .lodged and their eeuoation 
completed. The Catholic daughters are giving a fund- 
raising dinner at the Country fClub on June 87»rd and thought 
it quite nice of them to invite me to be guest speaker. I 
declined, in spite of much, persistency on their part, I shall 
do something elese for thier cause, in fact, already 

have done a couple of things since they phoned but 
with things so unsettled here at the moment and my own 
inclination to. attend to my own knitting and not 
go trapsing around the country, it seems to me 
my choice was a good one, especial, ly far my own convenience 

The first zinnia blossom of the season, a yellow one, has 
unfolded in the circle of the Ghana garden and I found 
along gourd , hidden among the sunflowers, that is as 
big as a fat grapefruit which seems to be rushing the season 
a little. The place continues supplying both the big house and 
tlte place across the fence with vegetables daily, — much 
to everyone's satisfaction, for a wonder. 

I kept awake long enough last night to do a little 
reading, and,' having f inshed pamuel Pepys, went back 
to the biography of John &aul Jones by Morrison. 

The biography is perhaps more of a thesis than a popular 
presentation but, in spite of occasional data that 
seems a little dull, is informative and to my 
liking, z : - 

And so May gives way to June and may it be just right 
in Lyme .. 
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Sunday, Hay lat, 19 60 


were very pleasant and aL theugh I did net invited them inte 

Yucoa, I shewed them the African Heuse which some of them found 
interesting, One lady mentioned knowing the Leutcher-Starks, the 
Kleisers and se en % i hey all plan te return fer October Pilgrimage, 

;V;...; v .‘-.o b a* ft. 

jedtsi pretty soaked^ before•■the ladies were en t heir way, Ta e 
rained knocked: ^off fu then lakering today en the reef a areas the fence 
\ a nd. teased seme ef the carpenters in my direction and I oeuld uae 
them far I wai\ted t\e Unicorn 'log oa*in measured at the East end, giving 
en the 6hana garden and had them out & triangular heard about 
7. feet £ inches in length at the b a se and 36 iioohes in height, This I a 
fit at the ei\d ef the building* Jus* beneath the peinted reef and 
I shall h a ve the artist paint a pretty picture en same so that people 
leaving the u hana garden will always hav a parting glimpse ef 
a Cane^iver primitive, 1 •'> 

% zi . .. 0 . V IV V Sr;.-.s: but) ccksvi ' 

. t Although I; didn't mention bird house, the oarpehters without 

asking me installed it in its proper ph oe en the-pole and 
did seme ether odds and ends, Mitchell, the axe, and Uurphy 
h a d ostensibly been hoeing when the rains came , Uurphy, w itheut 
saying anything to me, vanished Reward heme, asking Mitchell te 
tell me of his*departure, I guess Uurphy is a little eh'aine- 
faced a bout yesterday fer I had work around Yucca fer him te have 
performed, had he cared te finish out the afternoon, I set 
Mitchell to polishing copper and I get my reading machine, whioh 
yl had neglected this morning, teethe Pest Office so it may 
be en its way tp the BatenBeuge office fer repair * 

. :j c' vtoiinn o busl oir ?>ci Iwuhs 

., Celeste was a bubbling this morning as Ora had been en the 
wire, for both had gene te see the Ramsey production ef 
the Hedges Gardens and Cane' River country and both were entranced 
at its beauty. Carmen called me early this morning, tee, 
wanting to tell me hew delighted everyone'had been with the shewing. 

It wag given in town without charge.by -she ef the lec a l theatres, 
perhaps two : .of K them,n Ora said the managers ef both said that 
if the thing were transferred te another sise film, he felt 
or they felt it would be welcomed by managers all' ever the 
country as regular program material that would prove 
infinitely popular with audiences all a round, °thd‘country, 

» till-\ b«o ****■ 

> Tonight a bout dusk dark I opened the deer efthe guinea’s 
coop and for .the. first time in almost a week theystepped out fer 
seme corn and then, casually enough went right back. It 
is nice to knew they felt no impulse to sucrry off inte the weeds ,••••« 


Memorandum t 

■ sTfi.50 * lb •: :-W O'OC 5 • *v - 

A perfectly beautiful week end, what with the sunshine daaaling 
and the temperature in the 70's, tee oeld for the half hundred 
tomato plants I set out Saturday afternoon but so beautiful one can't 
complain of the plant life if there had to be some sacrifice fer beauty's 

At JL2 o'clock neon on Saturday, Ur, Harrison ef Shreveport, brother 
o B, Randolph, appeared, bearing a bottle ef wine and saying he had seme 
at the gate if he might come in. As the Rands and theRandelph' s are frie 
I said 0. E, but didn't like it much* ‘the • first thing eni lady had to do 
was go te the bathroom, Anorther said she wanted te, tee. They all 
had te go and this bathroom business, to. start off a tour ef ye olds 
plantation, is a nerve, 1 think. There were other 


pilgrims during the afternoon but i forget all but Luther Harrison and hi 
party, Ci* j • * 

■ o oi .v «>;\« . - v 05: li • s'.; »'• !i “- - v 

oalled me about 7 this morning &nd said some friend of his 
wanted to come down about 9, I said that would be fine, a b*ut 8 
o'clock the Louisiana Motel ‘.called, saying they had people from 
Bayou Grosse Tefe and wondered if they might come with the other 
people who had jus\r called 'fr, H en ry, I said I didn't care, 

2 he Louisianne owner then said that perhaps Carolyn and Ola Mae would 
get in touch with me, perhaps in fact they were on their way down as they 
Jl a d passed the night at the motel* ’They had gone but for breakfast at th 
moment, •> Twenty minutes later Carolyn called* Perhaps the motel had 
mentioned I knew of their presence in town, Carolyn said she had 
see^you recently and jfhat you looked just as lovely ds always. 

She said she.wovld be returning-te Mein York *n May 16th, or would 
be b a ak in Hew York on the 16th, o u* n r 

-. --— ' iy.- Ass;, s - s’ui'oo i.©jis t sh-i su 

„ She is going to show a film there , she said. She said she 
returns to Peru in July for mbrpt pictures, I suggested a couple 
of ideas,$ &he seemed entrance d^Sks had said a minute before she hadto 
hurry on to Shreveport for a day of desk work butx When 1 dropped on 
idea or two* she said she thought- she would do- well to run down here inst 
I told her-that my morning and afternoon wore filled With appointments, 
said she would try to get back this way in about 10 days before running u 
flew York, Her next question was out of order, it seems to me. 
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Monday, May 2nd, 19 60 


I guess I ran off the page . She teld me things about Peru but 
I had to interrupt her because ay appointment people had 
arrived and that waa that 


Memorandum 

Cl^ar and a little too cool /or things to grow much at 
night, what with the temperature in the lower 50'a but 
sunshinoy enough in the daytime to make the thermometer rise to 
the 70'a. 


During the afternoon, 1 had appointments with people from 
flew York and SanFrancisoo wh ich I enjoyed and before they left, 

Pat and Juanita B, came pith child and friends and as they headed 
out aome friends of Farley V'brten arrived and before they 
departed some other, people until it waa time for me to skip across 
the fence for supper, 

John Wenk was here for supper but did not stay. Some¬ 
thing is oosking in Shreveport but/- know not. wb&t, x he 
General and wife_ came up thi.s evening and will remain here tonight when 
theGeneral and J , H, wijLl go on to ^hrev port to attend to 
whatever ,; is cooking and that should supply some 
interesting material, t o. i 

• .. t 

Blythe stopped at the house across the fence about l 
11, leaving a fancy desert for that house and telling Heleste to say 
to me when I came to dine at 22:30 that she would love to have me 
come and din# with her and her guests at the camp* Naturally 
I di£ not go, If Blythe gets as near Yucca as the house across 
•i Ifbe fence, she oan issue Jier own 'invitations ;■$» me if* she 'really 
expects me to acoept them, 

, :."t 1 * (t . , iii.. , ft • 0 *U'.. si' ■- 

In the bassercour section, it Ps pleasant- to report -r. 

tha the. guineas seem satisfied; with t hpir new home and 
h a ve quitted Emmet and Erwin for Dot and a couple of Dashes, The 
peacocks, b thp way, are beginning to wianifest some individual 
. 9 characteristics which amuse me.,- One of them has to do with entering 
enclosure at the end oft this house, enolosed by 
a fence about five feet in height. They were in 
front of Yucca early this morning and when 1 went to feed them 
in their enclosure at the west end of the house, ' 1 opened the 
gate for thpir csnvenjence. The two Dashes t scootod through, knowing 
m. breakfast was in sfore. Dot, however,id idn t bother 
e r bout the gate but siiitply^ and wthout any fanfare* 

whatsocver,,^ s+hly took one big hop slap over the feme 

wi,th all the ea»e and grace as though merely taking a step forward, Th> 
guineas seemed a littlei. started by such carryings-on but I reckon 
they will , get used ; to it all soon enough, c, 

.sw e iv SB a s: 7 _c j -r, a tu,i< • •> s- 

,„A nd new I' must begin my Sabbath mail so that Miss late. 

Aunt"iHie-<and all the rest will not be^disappointed 
A Million things to do a midnight just around the corner,,,,,,,, 

.s->o\s snsy e -• 1I-. u; u :;i ass. 3 ,.i sile -Li.' 


A letter from James which I haven't finished reading starts 
•ff by saying that in the May issue of Holliday, page 94, a s 
I recall, Lucien Beebe writes about snobbery or snobs or some 
such and ^has something to say about Lyle, I 
had to putaside secretarial assistance at that point for people 
\ut I believe he quotes several sentences, possibly paragraphs, about 
Lyle, 


I remember Lyle used to talk about Lucien Beebe, a 
person who was supposed to be gold loaded who used to call on Lyle 
occasionally in Hew Orleans # As I recall, Lyle 
liked him alright but not more than just alright but 
thought him sufficiently powerful to merit consideration because 
he could swing things Lyle might sometime want swung, 

.,0 SB - 4 S! r • 

I shall be interested to learn if he, Beebe, cites Lyle 
as a snob, I think of Lyle in many roles, some remark a bly good, 
some tiresome but never do I think of him as a snob. He had 
the a bility. and -the will to flatten snobs and I know not 
if Beebe was one or not and I doubt if Lyle ever stepped on him. 
Eventually I musj; pursue the letter further which probably 
does all the quoting from the article that has to do with Lyle, 

1CX' - : 9X*“ * • ■ 

This morning I not only got stirring before 11 ot and the 


pleasant, and l'm going to try to oatoh him snooaing tomorrow at dawning 
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Tuesday, Hay 3rd, 1960 


Memerandum• 

*r •, , O . V 1 ' 

“ Levely is the weather, with thq merning temperature 
precisely that ef Lyme altheugh BatenReuge was ene,degree 

oeeler. ~ * ’ . . Sl , ; 

Tenight I spent the twilight hsur fer the first time 
at Ghana,' It's-the hsur when I usiially get the infer psrtisn 
ef my news breadcasts and I get them all tenight, plus 
a farewell diatribe by Geverner Leng t set ferth as a 
serf ef swan seng affair in anticipatien ef the ending ef 
his term en next Tuesday • 

And, ef oeurse, as'yeu have anticipated leng befere this 
third paragraph, I was ble te sit eut ef deers en a bench at 
Ghana and listen te the news because my birthday gift came in teday’s 

pest, traveling in perfect oenditien because it was seneatly wrapped 

- 

AH I w a nt te’say is that 1 fust levs the .gift, net 
enly fer the grand eittity which it is but even mere because ef what i 
by way ef affectien ’frem the ene whence it oeneth, z 

I had heard bf f these latest miracles ef the Scientific Age but 
had never had ene te hand befere, I knew net why fcut I had always 


The General oame te see me a beut 8 this merning, bringing 
me a neat little present ef a rainceat ef the watered *.8ilk vari ety 
that can be felded up te fit inte a little envelepo, 

I neticed later, er was teld later that he had breught ene te 
J . H,, when Celeste shewed it te me but I did net refer te 
a parallel gift I had received an heur earlier, 

, . . x 0 s,; 

TheGeneral and J,M* left fust after 8 fer K 
Shrevepert te see qbeut what oan be salvaged there, — Sister's 
psychepathetic cenditien and Jehn Wenk's prepensity fer 
piling up stacks ej beeks at heme, lifted frem drug steres, 
cellege and the like TheGeneral teld me he theugh the . 
dual preblems aerieus, I teld him I theugh lister's present 
marital difficulties stemmed frem her fealeusy ef her husband 
fer receiving mere attentien and sympathy that she had been getting, 
*i. t i\.. r> " ■ < er s’.- j:; : <* 

I oenferred with the artist at 9:30, discussing the 
eutside mural fer the unicern heuse, giving en the Ghana 
garden and dragged the triangular beard te her heuse fer her, aleng 
with seme painting materials, The base ef the triangle en which the 
mural will be painted is enly 7 feet 4 inches and I suppese 
she is preti'ably painting like mad at it right new . fer she-always 
dashes things eff 'tee fast and especially if Old Age Pens ten checks 
have previded "inspiratien" frem the henkey-tenk, 

z _ :y 4 vM *to ftltc f••»*»<■. X 

Celeste visited the big heuse at llil5, T am teld and 
caused quite a flurry in the kitchen where Dereatha and Hitchell 
were preparing dinner, Sad will be the day fer these requiring 
demestic, servioe, as we de at the big heuse, when celer can ceunter 
white, explesien fer explesien, 

r . - J-.C- t ' 

'At a little after 1, Randy and a bey friend-appeared, Randy 
being Carelyn's secretary whe attended, the Film u enferenoe er 
whatever in Dew Yerk abeut a year age* Is shelped 
them the u hana develepement but did net ask. them te sit dewn as 
I had 3 e'cleck appeintments with seme friends ef Celeste whe 
remained t untif 5, At ceffee this merning , Celeste mentiened 
that Dan b wife, June, had written her frem Alexandria that 
twe ladies, ene efwhem has a husband fer whem June werke, 
had written asking if the twe ladies night have ateur en the merrew 
1 . 1 

J, D, appeared at supper, TheGeneral and wife did net se * ass i 
they are remaining inbhrevepert, As Dan was a supper, D asked net a 
abeut today'8 jaunt nerthward but shall learn all en the merrew,*,, 
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'■ihe miming pest also breught me the dandy, letter of Friday, 
tegether with the clippings ae thoughtful enclosed and I laved every wen 
letter and enoleaure. All in all, it haa been amang the happier 
birthdays I can remember and just te think I shall be reminded of 
it and the ene whe made it ae, —but haw many times,each day in 
the aeaaen ahead. 

. 'S 4 >V IS »>US \ fr .'v 1 Sv 

At the coffee heur, I found my hesiesa in bef, nursing a celd 
and a mad. She said her husband had seemed displeased with her 
lqat night since he had remarked that she had alneet dene 
the big heuse eut ef a cask by her performance aj yesterday. She explai 
te me that the oeek had been * ugly" te her when she had visited 
the big heuse. She didn't say anything abeut what she herself had 
dene te be-get ugliness. In shert, as se eften, the little girl 

_ M _1 --_...A.. » 


Wednesday , May 4th, 1960. 




i<o 


was feeling sorry far herself, 

• 

She read me the letter frem San's wife, saying the twe ladies 
weuld came this marning and teld me she had written back te say she 
weuld be delighted te serve them ceffee. The ladies arrived 
abeut .2*0:30. I was under • the big eak. Same Peace 

came te tell me they were at the s tare. I asked if there were twe and 
he said there were nine. I asked him te infern the prespective 
hestess and ask if she wanted te receive nine instead ef twe. 

She respended she had a celd and ceuldn't see them I accordingly 
teak aver full dispensing "ef hospitality which afferded the guests a mea 
ef pleasure, I guess, but they radiated nothing by way ef inapiratien 
se far as I was concerned. ^ " 51 \ . 

a' ■ * ' 1 „ •,, 4 fr;iso.'a<- 

photographers frem town, recommended by Ora, came te see me 
this afternoon. I g a ve them seme time but suggested they 
return later this menth er early in June. If the^ecket 
sails eff southward'-toward the Andes, I may see what they want te try te 
da far Warren by w a y af Qhaiiq, Ghana by way af Warren. 

U ■ •• • >.I >» n* a- ® c 

he a rtist finished a particularly uninspiredeutside mural 
far the Unicarn Heuse.. Since her virtue as an artist stems frem 
her use ef celer and since she had used nene ef the geed paints I 
h a d previded but unleaded a let af aid ne-acoeunt stuff 
an the wark, 1 made her come over and touch it up a bit but 
she had done a batch jab to start with and no tinkering could 
t rescue it although a dab of daubing did brighten it a little and 
I shall install it regardless even though it will add no laurels 
to her or own. 




•mru'j'OO o 


a" 


ljnt »</*. ret urned this ^ 


They wanted to visit | 


:c- ■ o ;• m J bat! 
a.ifr bftQ»;o'no 

Memo rand urn t 


a 

%At 

ftV.fr J 


\ o -talk fra bTo^ftmoad qrn' 

.lift rrc 8Hei*«U04.U» yfrio 

kja bi>w zi kart .Voo\ a si* tntt te 
tii ijitjmifr ftsortfr tuAt yfriioufrO)- 

ftj . :,0' *3.0 K< 

, . .* r ° r * and humid without much prespeot far a rain 
which we wopld all ipeloeme, . * 

j . ' v u, cn*A • Inn fr.i fern -art .qauav » t SHi-vat 

W99 * twe. age, we moved from the winter to the summer 
T HI'*” 1 Vn wwdingly surprised this marning 

when IJi»oaverad Dareatha had movid us bask. She ext 
P** 11 } 9 * the Genera 1 a wife had found the winter dining room more to 

for thilLt^* ' Unmer 9ne and had 19(1(16 09rtain •«ggestiens 
for this morning. ' * * 

c ■ *«:£• , ..i . • • ■ . 

nw ®*3° ond then 9 »t a lot Of ribbon grass 

5K it 9 an * d p( i? ked S 0r th9 *atenHouge contingent to 
take with tf^em for their garden. They arose at 9. 

tnVt+SiY* °VJ a * Boreas the fence. Ihe lady over there 

was still complaining of her cold and said she didn't 
intend exposing mother or any oris else te it and was 
determined remain indoors, 

uaj - • • »vj fru f I r> fr't'x v> o frfter.u ft«*. '*1 ooj 

The General and wife left for home between 9:30 and 20. 

I was pleased to note at noon that Dareatha had moved us b a ok into 

planieTat S!}** T"** J w ^^Bguely aurprieed to see the merchant 
vl * f * J 1 ?* however, what with his wife determined to 
remain in purdah. It Wap explained, however, that 
semebo d y pheped her, saying there was a bridge party 
at the Country Club, — and j—- *- 


you know the rest 


- a 


fro si 


fr ftT, 


w&eib'w 


ft-Afr 
H ftM 3 


Aa^for myself, I was happy to be astir before Dot, which isn't 

I airiL^'l J 2< ?‘ 6tr61 , 1 t hr6U » h th6 ^ na garden befere 

Vit+il and ** da v 1 doubly happy because I h a d my 

deertal 9 V/ a ™ *• in the Ghana 

doorway a nd absorb the scene before me and at the same time 

I *• th f % o'clook.newo. It came through as clear as 

a bell •»or a Shreveport station. Ihe association of the 

giver and the gift ij suoh that I shall forever, xbhen listening 

to a program, feel .that it is being shared whick will 9 

always make even good news the better,.'.^*'' 

±hm •{ u9 n9W9 » 1 w bs interested to note how 

Civil Defense praot\ 6 oe a whVck ii wcA lP%if$$rday until 

midnight, 1 guess.- Theoretically .Lake Charles .Shreveport and 
, Hew Orleans were, subjected to at\' ic attacks'ah* 


I 
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Thursday, May 5th, Iqq 0 , 


a *»ut city evacuations and as sn. They arranged the sentences 
as that the fact that this was merely a war game and nst 
a otuality as that thsse tuning in late wsuldn't he frightened. 

2T»at was yesterday and tsnight about 7 o'clock, the artist oalled me 
v ** had heard about all these fska that get killed. 

I hadn t. She said her daughter, Jackie, had been 

reading the Shrevepert Tines and it tsld hew everybsdy 

in Shrevepert had been bombed-out. Shi didn't 

seem worried a bsut a ny sf her several kin fslk in that area and, 

- naturally, I didn't inquire a ksut their fate. She always has her TV 
gsing and as must have heard much sf the simulated bembings 
being reported a 2I afternssn and evening yesterday but, as I have 
•/t«n suspected, prsb a bly didn't p a y the slightest attentien 
ts the news being brsadcast . After all, when names sf places and 
■ pesple mew nothing ts a listener, it seems quite natural the 
chatter en. sr ever the air means little sr nsthing and prsbably 
is never ,p a id the slightest attentien ts, even when such dire 
demgs as iqar games are reperted. Of osure* her repsrt 
ts me recalled the uprsar sco a sisned by the Orson Wells breadoast 
in the 193Q v* sr.f-dO's a beut <the> arrival 4f the men from 
Mars and all the exoitemen-b that ensured. Miss Hunter, hswever, 
weuld never be unset by a repsrt a bsut the rrival sf the 
Martians if she heard absut -it sn the TV Since she wsuld 
perfectly asntent ts wait until the next day ts get the 
..news frsm the Shreveport Tines, through Jackie. 

i, .. - b'v ■ Li v • A t u 

The^Uathea sf Escsndida, Califsmia, sent me a grand big 
Package frsm their fruit hacienda tsday, sr at least it arrived 
ts day...fyfiud the a vac a ds a -pleasant fruit for salads and I snly 
regret that they were all ss ripe that they wsuld perish if 
% cent sn to Lyme ts share with little Mies LeeS 1 
shall have a salads tonight before fold inn us mu hanrd 


LiiHM son#'., estnoi st>v.- 
* •. , - , >. 

. 

*• *• »*** ./ M., 

[ked a,little later then 

sL f /f +u° tlUmn next 
these things that 

eked off in desperati 


Memorandum 


uual last night and 

Van** Z mThe Ltvlie *t Racket 

* *“* 

^ a rdena and .. ... 

Inll t Ut waan,t learning etfL?,in* *V way sf 

same steru but finr.ii.. moving. At 7 ii +».- J 


snan nave a salade tsnight before fsiding up my beard 
and, in a b way, will ssrt sf share it by telepathy regardless 
. i-jR ■ « '• r> -. Vjooiin ,S 

Fsr tws sr three weeks new, J. H. has been bringing 
heme fresh strawberries which, I imagine, stem ftsm 
the.neighborhood sf fenohateula or' Hammond or seme place 
a few miles north sf Hew Orleans • ■^‘heyare very nice but 
I must confess that I'm inclined ts prefer the 
f rssen variety . : & 

It just scours ts that I have never heard sf 
frozen figs and I'm wandering if that fruit 
is processed the w a y everything else seems ts be. Pesple lti 
James, ^Celeste, etc, seem ts set such inordinate high stsre 
fresh figs, I shsuld think the frssen variety , if successful 







From che FRANCOIS HiGNO N PAPERS# #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


:oeoi 


10503 


30301 


10504 


give the ducks a second glance, The guineas are equaL ly indifferent 
their feathered neighbors K and spend their days stolling ever aider 
courses quite independently, I believe they are sleeping in 
the little garden by §r behind Dr, Hiller'a cabin and they 
appear quite tame altheugh they never bether jeining the ether birds 
fer cracked cem and auch like, 

Ceffee acreaa the fence this me ruing was a big misere. 

Nobody understand the preblems the lady is ferced te experience, 

The theusand dellar a month hospital buills fer mother are 
something but net ae disturbing as the fact that the two sisters nei 
Spend any time with their mama and in consequence, my hostess 
"never" has a chance to play bridge, etc,, eto, You can 
see readily enough how trying life can be, 

• . '■ ... a** • y- ' .. .. 

__ ,y Cfleite is staying in town with Ifadan Regard tonight, what 

i with J, H, being in Hew Orleans, both of R, E. A business and, 

.i believe, to attend to his throat which seems better, so 
fas as sound goes -v ■ 

j- t Just to keep the record straight‘, 1 want to r eport that 
i- A by tod^y^a post I received a few boxes of Cane River 

note paper, I suppose the invoice which always accompanies 
deliveries will arrive in tomorrow's post, 

ci i-'-'- ' i ■■ *- .v, 4 

A I don't know.if J mentioned h a uing received an invitation 
to a wedding ifi J ackson, Mississippi, My name must have 
been put on the li%t by .the prospective groom since 
, s. .o I never heard of the bride to be, I believe the 
groom-elect is Mary L a mbdin's younger son of whom 
<T never saw but little and not once, 1 think, since along 
aboxit 1 940. t was that invitation,* of cturse, 
that inspired "fhe Lov,lipst- Packet** z ' 

f 0 £ tofk ' 

I was much displeased with the results of the artist sat tempt t 
\ - do- a mural Jpr the JJnieorn cabin, She oame to see me this afternoon 
I decided fo let her have ansthsr try,,,,, 
i - it seems to me I hadn't utte ‘finished with'wbatever I was chattering 
but a teleephone interruption from 

the s ntemprise, to inquixe ^ahout some point in the column 
■ deprives me of any memory as te where I left off, —even 


Hi Li t 


saw but little and not once, * think, since along 
>40. t was that invitation,* of course, 
ipired "'-The Loulipst-Packet*. 


V> ON 

...■ stir ■ 
t tavt V'W* 
iS O’'®! SO 3>\ 
Jrl tsuo 
c;o\\ . v-.-. 


***** __ . _ 

deprives me of gny memory as to where I left off r —even 

what l itas talking a bout, „ . 

o-.ox 7-! e-■ *■ = ■ •••'■ . *i?‘i 

Further indirect reports from the s hrevport quarter seem 
murky enough, ffcis said John Wenk has d bout a i; 
thousand dollars woth of books he "borrowed" from 0 
various drug stores and l know not how many from the college library 
His mama continues dreaming of a divorce, Their financial out¬ 
look is said no . to be too rosey. Hew Hoads continues as 
the ideal spot for a dream home. If there must be one, let’s 
hope it may be right there • And now for a d a b of 


inquixe t <about some point in the column 
i memory as te where I left off, —even 


what 


ui art & omi 

8' : .0Ci0 


I s<-t Jim 
:s s 1 

1 i • 

rzn ito" " 


i hi • 10 8i 


HO J *4. ST 


Friday, May 6th, I960* 


»•« 3 , f* »■ * V • 

Memorandum 

There was such an assortment t ef weather today that 
we seemed to have a little of .everyth tug that Spring could 
offer. For no particular reason, 1 arose at a quarter of four 
and found the electrioal display fascinating, a constant flashing, 
to t he second with only occasional rumbles of thunder, -it was 
pleasantly around 70, On second thought, it seemed a little 
early to get stirring and so I went back to bed until 5*15 when th 
rain was descending in buokqts, It had stopped by 7, after 
depositing 8 inches that covered half tin Ghana garden like a lake 
I spent most of the morning opening ditohes to the river so that t 
young vegetables wouldn't be drowned and the sun coming out for 
_ an hour made everything,,including me, sts a »« Cloudy this aftemo 
' and then clearing tonight and the moon is wonderful and the 
temperature in the 50's, —toom cold for things to grow but 
wonderful for sleeping, .i' 

i i i v. is;aA -s j s.'ii —*3 l - * 

The peacock girls must have given Dot quite a night for 
* he lingered bn his perch until 9:15 this morning. Poor Dot, 
but he seems pert enough when he gets under full sail • 

,‘ r ***: > '0\ '• . 

I must remember this as one of those days when everything 
seemed to go just right. One ought to find such memories useful 
on other, days when everything goes into a tangle • 

I was especially happy to get an excellent CBS aocount 
of the Prtnoess Margaret's wedding ,>? I h a ve only little Miss 
Lee to thank for that. Although the sky had cleared by 
6*45 this evening when the doings were re^broadcast, the 
static remaining in the air was so intense that I could 
hear nothing on jng Chirstmas instrument. Without 
knowing if there would be a ny difference in reoeption, I 
instinctively turned to my birthday portable and to my 
delight, dtscovpred there was no static at a ll •» ** ond 
. thus I got the whole pagent which I found altogether to my 
liking, j If you felt benedictions craokling in the air, you 
«ay readily guess whence they issued, 

. ,‘_>j\ iok nA% so \j.bo3 bbb 

I was mufih pleased this mid morning when the postman 


n»'.. 


Hi *»\t 

budA > 


\T«<\ A 


i'.s »i:in <je 
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Sunday, May 8th, 2960 


Memorandum: 


brought me a new reading machine which appears quite 
spiffV although I have merely tried it to see if I had 
sense enough to get it rigged up properly and, to 

my surprised, i discovered I had, I hope to sample it 
a little tonight, " 

... . 

t The artist 'phoned me in mid afternoon, asking if I should 
like to drop by her house to see how the second try on the Unio 
mural ^nas progressing . I .did make an effort and I was 
pleased with the efforts and I think she mas, too, **he did 

a big Bertha-Bluff, about 8 or 2 and a half feet tall in a red- 
dress, in the middle of the triangle, a little switch in her ha 


Two of the lovliest days one could imagine, all cool and blue and gold 

Saturday was particularly nice because it brought news from 
Lyme to set Just the right tone for the week end although some of the 
information it cont ined made me wish things in that area had been 
a little more .conclusively smoothed out a nd that antique b a by sitting 
didn t h a ve to be considered in the days ahead, 

• !■ •.. ZiU '.. ■ \i J. • ■ ■ 

I a n especially grateful for the particulars shared concerning the 
last word r M)hich is the limit*-1 can see no excuse whatsoever for such 
a bungle on the part of Ola Mae, As a matter of fact, it is so far 
outside tfe /lealm in which little Miss Lee and Lestan operate that it is 
jU3t a bout impossible to conceive as existing among people claiming 
our^ acquaintance» --that, s trikes me as especially inordinate is 
H ie fapt thpt it was done by a lady supposedly a business executive, 

Some 8 catter-brained social butterfly might h a ve been guilty but, of all 
people, one engaged in business doing such a thing is quite beyond 
anything I ever could have imagined « 

Ling ago I, g a v e up trying to keep anything straight 
in that quarter, In, strictest business regularity, an invoice has 
come from the Advertising Mart with the delivery of every box of 
note paper aUd I ^nve always made it a point to pay for 
said merchandise by the next mail, I am* always billed one 
dollar net per box which is the regular net charge and as my only 
opportunity for sales is to dealers, such as The* illage Shop in 
Alexa dria, or some of the stores in town, I never make a penny on 
such transactions except for a supposed dividend »n the author's 
rights, Once I go a cheeky for-$75,00 supposedly sn author r s 
rights but 1 was never quite sure nout. that or if, perhaps, that may 
have covered some of the articles I have done on occasion for Forestry 
and such like publicatiens There has never been any royalty, so far as 
I know, on theCalico CookBook but I have Paid a couple of 
hundred dollars a 9 ainst books sold, the net price being $1,80, 

I cannot get a statement, let alone a note a bout anything from that quarter 
and my payments have been accepted, I have n# doubt although L 
h a ve only thereceipts of the money order variety as evidenoe, 

" "■ i v ; • ''' — ■- 1 ' \ » 

One of the strangest w a ys of doing business transpired a couple 
of year8 ago, x guess it was, when 01--Mae passed this way unannounced one 
day with some California friend to whom Ql Mae Wanted to give 
some Hunter creations tin the p a vnting section, I had a half dozen on 


triangle x at the right, < With his back to Bertha-Bluff, 
saddling a white mule, is that tall boy of Hina's, Carlton Vfowwn, 
Some more poultry trail off toward the point of the triangle 
a t the left, The artist called me again about five and 
said I could have the picture tonight if L wanted it as she 
had only five minutes more of work to put on it, I lied and 
, said I was all tied up and oouldn't make a round until 

tomorrow morning which suited her alright. My thought was that 
if pressed for time, she would succeed in botching up the thing at 
last minute and it was better to leave it in her true hand 
tonight when she will probably work on it more leisurely, —if 
, she .doean t get lost .in Friday night fire water, 

■The whole composition is so simple that it is childish a nd ju 
right in feeling a perfect in brave Coloring to suit the little id 
Unicorn log o a bino providing US''it will. Just the proper ex- 
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Sunday, May 8th, 19 60 


h a nd and w a s glad to let 01 a u ae have them since the artist had 
nething at all, and I told Ola Uae she might have them for 
exactly what I paid for them which was really quite inexpensive 
in view of their quality and would have been almost a give-away, 
even had they been below standard, As I recall, Ola U a e had 
brought 3ome nofie paper to deliver to me with in voice attached, 

I sent the money covering that shipment to her on the following day 
along with a note saying how glad I was to meet her California friend 
and remarking that the sum of —. whatever it was, —was just 
what f had paid the artist and, that I was glad Ola Uae had 
passed this way at just the time they were available • From then 
until now, I haven't heard a peep out of her a bout California, 
pictures or anything. Perhaps the V75,00 — n uthor rights, was 
supposed to cover that transaction of the pictures, too, but, if so, 

I certainly haven't anything to show for the note- paper dividends. And 
so I am quite at sea regarding the whole usiness and den t care if I 
never get further involved* 

The Socket called from Ola's this morning, See attached memo t ha' 
I tapped off right after the conversation, 

,, , , fcvii }.&• nru, iu 1 'S’i £1'. i 8* **>e A 1 *-*' , 3 

Mr8. Charles *ood telephoned this morning, also, —from 
Whi wichita, Kansas, ft was nice hearing her voice and 
a conversation that was light and gay and not all bogged down 
in pressing prospects, 

••• * 

Dr, Briers of Shreveport, called this afternoon, asking if 
he might bring his brother-in-law, also a doctor from Haiti, to 
chat for a lfttle while. 1 w a s delighted. I understand 
Dr. briere is building himself a fine property outside 
hreveport. It was be rather extensive for he mentioned having planted 
several thousand pine trees and wanted to ask about books •» Versailles 
for,gardening ideas. After.looking over the looal set-up, we collapsed 
on the b a ck gallery for a round of wiye and I excuse d myself for 
n few minutes to Isok up soipe point a bout whioh Dr.B. had 
afked* He was hoping to get some b a n a na plants and I said I 
iw uld find someone to dig them, he was wearing such a pretty suit. 

And so I dug them and put them in a wheel barrow and it was 

all pchieved — almost —before tl^ey discovered me. Oddly enough, 

I never h n ve been able to find the glasses and the bottle which I'm 
sure they thoughtfully but ill-advisedly,-picked up for me instead of 
leaving it where * would find it in the place it had occupied at the 
beginning. 
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Monday, May 9th, 19 60 


Memorandum * 

. 6 V >. - t. ••<*’ W* : 1U 

A perfectly lovely summer'a day • 

I 9t bKft IS:' i * 

There was happiness all around, through which shone and 
fused such a precious glow of warmth that came from Lyme 
via the post in the sweetest message on one of* the lovlier 
cards anyone oould imagine • 

, . •* 

It was so pleasant to realise that on the 6th while 
I was relishing my day so much, little Miss Lee was writing to 
say so many things to make me happy m 

t -- t , 

The only other piece of mail was from I • S, Willard 
from theAbbey Hotel and I notice a card that came from 
her the other day here on my desk, both of which I shall enclose 
As a writer of fasoinating letters I, S,Willard doesn't 
seem to shine in this particular effort but perhaps she 
was too usy finding herself in the midst of so much 
activity in the great metropolis • 

At coffee this morning I received four very nioe 
claret glawses which are both timely and just the right size 
and pleasant of design • 

A « 3 0:1 «> t J ;..iU V -u ■: : V.'i 4 r : M ' ' V*V9 

fortunately, there was a telephone call Just as coffee 
was served on the gallory which g a ve me an opportunity 
to catch my-breatn for a few minutes for I had been 
qu ite busy since 4»45 and was glad to pause and sip my 
coffee by myself • I had listened to the 5 o.w. news at Ghana, 
thanks to my grandest brithday present and it was so pleasant to 
pause there for five minutes to drtnk in the dawn and to 3end 
messages without end in~*he direction of Lyme by thought waves • 

Today's information that a battery will play about 100 
, hours leads me to conclude that I should be having 
service from the machine for a three month stretch at least 
and each morning it wi llaccompany me at dawning in which 
ever direction I head out to meet the new day • 

A return to the coffee cups and much complaining 
about the ailing husband's disregard for the wife's 
comfort, coughing at night on his part and so *n. We 

l\0 yj 1 5 (( yj.'S $V> Ct< .• ' '» 

..til -xoV 93 i 68iV i o$ f i i A** u<j'A 
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had jU3t reached the stage of tears of self pity when another 
'phene call happily intervened and I scooted, 

There were quite a few 'pone calls today and tonight, 
including Ora,, Mildred Cunningham, Carmen, 

Mrsl Walker, her mother and so on, Carmen and her sister dropped 
in this afternoon with a fine bsx $f deliaisus little cakes ^ 

They alss brought a package frsm Thelma Kyser which I haven't spene 

yet, I plafl a little supper party %f sne fsr about midnight 

when my wsrk shall have, been completed, --strawberries, a 

bsx sf which J. H, sent me Saturday which are new all preparaed, sue, 

and creamed awaiting me in the ice bsx and some sf the Breaaeale cal 

Threre wa 4 s a small party absut 8 tsnight when 
some sf my friends, —gens de couleur, having ever-heard my 9 
o'clocl hsatess at the spore report the natal day business at 
the ‘store ts the clerk and instead sf going to the hsnbey-tsnk, 
they had pooled their coppers andinvested in ice cream and 
package cpskfes/ all of which, like the portable and mail 
of ,tl}i 3 morning, made me glad to be alive .Perhaps the 
line of the old song isn t exactly appropriate but whether so or noi 
it has been running through my mind all day and all evening : 

"So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of 

His heaven 9 " 

Word was put out on Saturday that the hoeing of cotton would be! 
this day at 6 o'clock but plans were changed, 
the feeling being it was too wet for not only the ladies but 
the gentlemen as well to hoe — smile — and so I got 
eight field hands unexpectedly :in the flower or vegetable sections , 
not t oi}e of the gentlemen knowning,the difference between anything 
and a weed, But we got quite a lot done in spite of that although 
I honestly believe I worked harder by about 8 times than any of 
the individual laborers, —just keeping them on the right track, 

I marvel at the bungle of the "merloan spy business in Russia, 
If just doesn t seem possible that such contradictory statements 
c'ould be issued ^officially, indicating that nobody had throught 
through what seems to h a ve been such a fundamental possibility as 
might well have and did indeed transpire, t- 

!..(> i\■.-,«£> 6U,i;0 ,,0 B /1 > 111 i : «I1 •• 

But I had better not 'get going on that as I have much 
desk work to undertake and a busy program for. the morrow, 

Again my thanks for having made my natal day such a happy one, 

How grateful I am to God and little Miss Lee for little Miss 

Lee andG-od ,,,••••••• 


Tuesday, May 10th, 1960, 


Memorandum : 

,iu •« . • . v. srtt a 

Another perfectly lovely day, 

fctt, O* • JH Ci 

The two girls must have left off road runing for a bit 
last night for they and Hot were all awaiting me on the 
front gallery a bout 5 this morning and, to my surprise, 
all three remained strolling about^tn front of the house all 
day, t Perhaps Dot is getting caught up on his 
sleep • 

•' •;,» •/. ;. «. . * . ■ • *-u " 5-\ *»•; 

I found K the lady a,cross the fence in a hppier 
frame of mind today, *>he mentioned she was spending 
the day with her gril friends at the Country Club, 

How wonderful are the ways in which happiness 
may be grasped K 

u, . . .. . 

I can 1 1 recall if I mentioned yesterday 
that J, H, received a card from Sister explaining her 
husb a iid was remaining in Ohio longer than had been 
planned since the seeing eye dog with whom he had been training • 
had suffered a nervous breakdown. Lucky dog'. And 
what t might it have suffered, had it ever reached Shreveport 9 
.. . ■■ ■, .n ~ ... 

It is pleasant, in a way, to be assured at supper tonight 
that the hoe hands will really begin hoeing on 
the morrow for ten we rechanneled into my domain this 
morning, the majority of them willing enough but none 

of them having the vagues notion as to where flowers left off and weeds 
We got quite a 1st done but it kept me as busy as a chicken on a 
hot griddle, trying to conserpe what is to be cultivated and to get rid 
of what should bjs eradicated, 

i.M.Cr,, 0*10 J.B-A \o 91: • SO'.BO Col.i.,. 6- ' 

I was thankful for the services of a couple of carpenters 
in t he afternoon, - t - 

... ,.I ivr c IB .1 ■ liMF hi V.H i 1 >■ 

Among other things I had the undertake was further decors on the Ui 
cabin, the one giving on the u hana garden where* the artist s 
t latest'8 picture has just been placed, *•’ 

The little cabin is only about 7 feet in width which 
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makes it easy to handle, ■*he ancient legs ef whicn it 

is built have weathered a leuely gray with the centuries 

and I sent the carpenters a beut the plantatien te find 

another elg l»9 »f bout the same state ef weathering 

which they did, Then 1 had them cut it at each end in the same deve 

fashien as the legs making up the cabin and then had this 

piece ef weed, .perhaps a ceuple ef inches thick, six er eight 

inches wide and a little ever 7 feet in length 

installed as a sert ef shelf just belew the picture and it 

leeked very curde and harmenieus with the whele cempesitien, men 

I sent them sucrrying , a beut the little c^bin itself and ether 

ancient buildings in the neighberheed te find 

10 er a desen eld square, hand made nails which then did, ■‘■hese 
I had driven inte the edge ef the shelf at a beut 6 inoh 
intervals, and while the carpenters were casting a heut 
in this undertaking, 1 had a ceuple ef ether men making 
dippers eut ef geurds ef varying shapes and sizes,' 
snadpapering them when finished and then hanging them in 
a rew from the shelf, suspended frem the eld square 
nails • And when the whele thing was dene t it leeked 
very pretty and was compensated for all the bether of 
the fleck ef non-herticulturally minded helpers, 

In the vegetable gardening sectien, the rews ef 
spreuting things are emerging and I must say the premise 
ef the parterres is pleasant, There were seme places that had 
te he re-planted and these places will be given ^artificial 
rainfall that will bring them right inte line shortly, along 
with their elder es tabl ished neighbors, 

• • 

One wouldn t imagine hpw difficult it is te 
plant a Lenfyre pattern with the type of a ssistance I have until 
one had undertaken it, Fer instance, there are five pie-shpaed 
parterres that converge a^t the oent/exl circle and seven triangles, < 
smaller and smaller are brought inte being within 
the outside border ef i a nt's beard. Each triangle 
is broken before reaching its point at the center, 
meaning that from the three 8 traight lines making up 
each, of the 7 geometrical figures, two ef the 
sides are tied together in an aro te form Things like 
waves receding frem the central circle. Now 

my assistants cannot conceive ef the broken arc joining the two 
sides ef the triangle and unless I am right there 
te plaoe a finger on a point, they swing the aro to 
meet anything in their confusion and 1 go mad trying 
te stave off frorem confusion an effort already sufficiently 
complex. - Neither can they conceive a straight lips ..... 
in the sides of the triangle and when they encouhtera little 
rise of ground, three er four inches above the level they 
are working on, they swingareund the little 


Wednesday, Uay 11th, 19 60 


i{erne ran 


Except fer tee high winds and te lew temperatures, 
the day has been lovely and so is 'tonight, 

I was delighted that no field hands came to 
gum up my labors today. Instead I navigated in 
comparatively vacant waters while the landscape seethed with 
little clouds ef dust where hundreds ef hoe hands were chopping 
at cotton1 

§n the 6:30 news tonight, I learned ef 
the death today ef the junior JehnD, Rockefeller, 

He is one ef the remarkable men ef our time when 1 h a ve admired, 
net only for his remarkable philanthropy but for the quality 
ef the man himself Like se many ef his coniempeary 
robber_barens, eld John D, was a b a g and all his 
philanthropies couldn’t wash eut that fact but John D. the 
younger never seems to h a ve indulged in the outrageous 
outrageous business practices that tranished. his pap a 's reputation 
and hew much richer today ii society generally for all that 
the younger John D, could and did help use his father's wealth 
at first and then i is own in contributing in so many ways to the 
benefit ef his fellow citizens, 

*. r. 1 * v . 4 r. ^ 

Ora came down this morning, bringing the 
Emily Buard diary with her,' Sometime before folding up 
my beard last night, I had written the first few opening 
paragraphs of a letter er rather an artioie^fer the 
Shreveport Times which she ha<i_wanted te undertake to 
get her*name on a by-line in erdir to cite same as 
a newspaper’contributor when submitting manuscripts 
to agents. The a rticle will be about a book by 
Private Flynn of the Massachusetts seotien of the Banks 
Army in its RedRiver campaign, I think 
thee pragraphs will get the article by the Editor's 
desk a nd will extract the details frem the 188 0 book 

qiid we shall try pasting them together one day hext week. She 
brought me some eggellent brass an$ copper polish which I 
tried eut this afterheen. She brought me two elegant 
pies a»<* seme fancy cheese which I shall try out 


tonight before folding up my beard 
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Thursday, J (ay 12th, 19 60 


Memorandumt 

1 

Clear and ce.el. In the^hrevepert suburb'of Barksdale 
Field, last night's lew was 40, the coldest night fer this late in 
the year thus far registered altheugh it was dewn te 42 er sene such in 
Shrevepert in 2903# Heedless te say, nething is 
grewing in the vegetatien seotien although the gran di/lera 
magnolia blessens are pretty eneugh. Hie thermometer gradually crawled 
inte the 50's butthe chepping ef weeds frem the cetten was suspended 
en the theory that the tender rests ef the plants would be effected 
if the soil a reund them were lessened. We are premised 
a temperature tenight. at about the same reading 
as last night's. * 


much ef the book, if one is every made ej iv, oannev 
expect the diary itself te be much mere than a tack en which 
te hang the stery, think a picture ef Natchitoches 
in the war years ceuld be an entertaining and enlightening velume al 
I knew net if she will ever attempt it fer much ef the 
bedy ef the beek will have te be a beut ether pee pie and 
place's than are teuched en in the diacgy . 2 think 
at best it is likely te turn eut te be q beek that 
will interest members ef families mentien, perhaps divert 
few schelars ef the period but jprebably never get a very 
wide reading. At the mement, my guess is that she will 
never really attempt it altheugh it will be a pity if she deesn t 
since nebedy else, pesseased ef se much pertinent decuments, 
will eve try a hand at it. One ef the mere telling points 
in Ora’s related decuments is a letter frem the flew Orleans 
cetten merchant handling Buard bales and frem 
it we learn that in the year it is written, ~ 2866, —he has 
sold many bales fer Madame Buard and has only 40 bales 
left fbem her current crop and pilots tut that her bills 
are i runnihb very high, personal expenditures, ene gathers, 
something like ten thousand dollars fer fripperies, which 
doesn't sound se much like the starving and 
destitution ene things about in seme sections ef the South 
in the first year following the cessasien ef hostilities. 

The letter names ene member ef the Deblieux family as being 
scoundrel and a dvising Madame Buard net te accept advise 
frem him • The diariest^s family went dewn wonderfully in 
later years, the diarist herself having married 
Emil CloUtier who never gave up the bottle abeut which 


I had to laugh again today when fer the second time I heard 
the same sort of reasoning on the part ef the artist that 
always strikes me as distinctively individualistic. Last 
i oeefc the boss ordered a picture frem her but as he had no 
canvas and no paints, she "borrowed same frem me • I had 
another piece ef canvas the same size and figured I had better 
have her do me a picture, tee, if 1 hepbd te get any Sf the same paint, 
of a better quality and brightness than she employs when it 
comes te her, through ether sources. When she told me 
it would cost me five buoks to do the picture fer me, I 
pointed out that as I had supplied the materials fer the boss 
and charged her nething, I couldn't figure out hew 
she would expect me te pay five dollars when 3he charged 
him only $2.75. 


Her response was blandness itself and apparently it 
covered- precisely what she believed • i• : 

. ti \\ i~ -* s u-- •»» a ‘•®\ ; 

"Well, den t you see, the boss ain J t<.got no money because 
he have te werk but you don't h a ve to do nuthin 


In short, little Miss Hunter is a sight 
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Friday, May lZth , I960, 


.1 ;£ . <’• Hi* 

Twenty four hours following the death of John D. 

Rockefeller, jr,, comes an announcement 0 f the death of Ali Kahn, 

What a let 0/ material this ought te provide editorial w ritera, 

I would be difficult te think ef twe yeung men starting eff with greater 
premise ef wealth, Hew differently they respended te the premise, 

In the aviary s ection, Det maintains his inclination te 
arise leng after sun up, his merning at 5, I net iced- the 
girls were already streaking (\bout the white garden before 
I went te .Dot's bedreem where I found him gazing languidly 
at the world frem his bambee perch. The Up ef my head comes 
about level with her feet, I chatted with him in subdued tones for a 
while. He eye-ed my sleepily and said nothing by way ef response, 

I turned on a faucet along the Yucca gallery, thinking the sound 
ef water might impell him te invite him for a drink but it was 
a couple ef hours later before he decided te bestir himself 
and although he did take' a sip ef water, he ignored the fine toast and 
cracked corn I set out for him which, ef course, delighted the blue- 
J'qya, 

I guess the eld deg mus’C have overtaken the female guinea. At 
ahy rate, sRe is looking mighty disreputable and limps a little. All the 
feathers are gone frem her back, somehow suggesting a nun, still 
possessed of head gear andskirt but without any draperies te 
cover her arms, shoulders and breasts so that one feels a little shame¬ 
faced in looking at her, ^ , ■ 

+ . , , ,, „ * ,1 £ , , v, uu> 4$ 1 U». \t 

After spending the dgy in Shreveport, J, H, arrived just as w e 
were at supper. He made no reference to his day’s business ether than 
the f act'" that }r.Wenk was back with his new dog, I asked if 
the deg manifested signs ef nervousness, He said it had net, I shall 
hear details ef the business transacted on the morrow. 

The S, G, Henrys who had left Shreveport at the same time J, H, 
had headed suth, had stepped in Natchitoches te call on Madam Regard 
and accordingly did net arrive here until after supper. They claimthey 
are l$a*fing for BatenReuge "early" in t he merning. If the cook 
deesn t think of it, *—a nd far be it from me to reminds* her, - 
about the General's wife finding breakfasting in the summer dining room t* 
rugged an experience, 

And new I had better roll up my sleeves and get busy on some over¬ 
due letters, after wttich I want te read a little frem Samuel Pepys 
before n a \Jing a slab ef Or a 's pie and folding up my beard . 


Memorandum : , 

• • ■ h 

Another lovely day and a dab warmer with the premise 
L ef mere warmth on the morrow, 

djjsu '• nsrtc i*. £ it-rujfci h. 3 

« It was delightful te find such a dandy letter frem 

Lyme,as ef Wednesday lasf past, in today's pest 

1 I was especially interested in what'was mentioned about 

difference in delivery,time as between letters and parcel 
post going frem point 1 to point 2 and frem 
point 2 te point one Since it is bound to be the same 
■. distance travel, regardless ef point of origin, there 

t must he some hipch along the way in the west east journey, I 
must 3ay, however, that I still am at a loss to comprehend 
how the parce 1 post package could make the jo\xr ey 
\ from east to west in a shorter time than. 1st class mail 
generally does. Perhaps Uncle*a m is sending 
pacel post by air, although at ordinary rates, in 
<. order .to increase air. company dividends • 

t - '■ r .1 ./• ;; -J £ n c ^ 

in regard to the matter of I, S, Willard, I did 
not mean to urge you a ttempt contact but merely to 
let you know of her presence in the city so that if an odd 
breather should develops,jjou might give the gal a buzz 
• if the impulse struc\, "henever such data is sent along, 
always consider it as merely information, to be aoted upon or not, 
as circumstances turn at the moment # I know that 
Lestan never tired of getting words of praise a bout little Miss 
Lee and prob a bly little Miss Lee enjoys getting reports 
from acquaintances, too, but nobody better understands than 
Lestan the billion things that may interpise to prevent the 
realization of such contact for, as a matter of faot, the local 3 et u 
and that at Lyme is forever getting into such a hurly burly that 
it is only good sense to try to avoid elements that may tend 
to complicate an qlready complex environment 9 

I was so glad the weather was pleasant 
.this morning for Atala Hertzog was coming up from 

Magnolia.for.a little'stoll with me and I hm alw a ys glad to see her 
and chat about her impressions of Washington, her brother. Mat of 
Magnolia and so on, s ^ , 

• -•OSi ju vt .... 
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Sunday, May 15th, 19 60 


, s?.s 

with er m a M ling>ri«g j». “» r ,;” d „ i,u aid sh.ulc 

Tug US ''*'> -.» — -*•- »*•«< 

current one ending tn Sunday, 

t mti auTDriae thia afterneen when my grapev 

S'£S.rs.?.s.s;‘aa?ASC“«-™- 

£S£S ;~£SSSS s.:« 


i/em#ro.'»du* 


.A/ter oil. 


been re 


And 39 another day and 






From the FRANCOIS MlG NON PAPERS, #H~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


OSCOJt 


10521 


10522 


Ho Air 


sight 


. t ■ i \i 


if t he individual himself has expended the entire supply on himself 
himself and that, in a manner of speaking, was the w ay in Ui33 Sail 
case, it seems te me I don't r eoall ever having heard anybody 
say he disliked Miss Sally and yet, by the same token, I don't 
remember having ever heard anyene manifest any affectien fer her 
except en the part of her twe sens > ehe ef whem, at least, and 
pessibly twe, were ere wrapped up in mama's 

whims than with thecensideratien fer their wives se that nebody 
weuld expect much emetien ether than relief frem that 
quarter ,• ?he pebble, resting a lifetime 

en the margin ef the peel ef life,,finally slipped eut ef sight 
beneath its surface and there wasn t se much as a ripple • 

' ' '• *' • Vj 

Returning te the peacocks, T want te espend te yeur questien 
, aboutthe facilities they enfey against inclement weather, Befere 
they arrived, I built them a fine shed, open at the east but 
closed op, the west and north te protect themfrem the winds 
and the rains, and doubly protected, thanks te its position, 
t at .the far end ef the peel at the west end'of *ucOa where 

the hedges and trees give additional guarantee against 
the west and north winds, I installed a fine perch, about four feet 
off the ground, high enough te protect them frem 
roving animals and far enough from the ground te enable their 
K tails to hang down without touching the ground, 

They took one leek at the thing on their arrival and re-acted exact J 
' > as Emmet andErwip did to their fine mansion, —they weuld have 

none ef it, And se nightly they perch «n the bamboo trellis en thii 
side of the peel and turn: their fapes westward toward their fine 
pavilion, 51 feet or^so away, and disdain it utterly, Tloice 
I have mtide it a point tp take a gander at them lohen rain 
1 ha& been coming down in torrents, there they sit on their 

b a mbff perches, the <r- he ads tusked under their* wings, and the 
water cascading off their fine feathers as though they were 
plastic er^ seme such, They .remind me se m oh of turkeys 1 once saw 
on a bitter winter's evening along about sundown, the 
thermometer at 5 bfloiy z^ro and. the wind blowing a gale, There 
were enly a.few soatter, leafless big trees aoross the landscape anc 
no protection against thS\.oold, It asetnished me that they 
left the warmth of the sheds where they had suppprd and flew to the 
tops of the wind-swpet trees to spend the night, I hope 
they Jfiirfto what they were doing but x thought them exceedingly 
silly, Apd the same goes Jor the peacocks, 

,<• - -A nu i *e - -i- M ■- 

ou . ™ w* 


down 


also*' 


1 ioi nsw 


P, 3, , 

Just as 1 wa8 finishing this memo, J, H, came over, 
bringing me a box of crackers he knew I liked which he said he 
had bought from town but forgot to give me. 

He said a night nurse had been secured for M adam Regard 
who apparantly has suffered a slight stroke, I think 
Celeste may not know about it. 

And just after he had departed and I started to insert this 
post script, the grapevine rattled and I learned of the 
death of the Dark Duke, 

Always fond of children, he had promised a little 
girl somecloth for a new dress. The children in the 
fdJiily of one of his friends had been at Ashley's store 
where the little girl had admired the piece of cloth and 
after the children had gone on toward their home up the road 
a piece. Log had purchased enough for a dress and was 
just starting out when Clyde Claude Emmet Davis came along and 
the twe of them sat down on a bench in front of the store to chat a 
little, both being quite sober. Then Log 
got up and said he believed he would take the cloth to the 
little girl 8 mama so she could make the dress for 

the little girl and surprise her. And 30 he went up the road, remained 
about five minutes and then started back down the Bermuda road on the lef 
hand side when a car came along, swinging from the right side 
to the left side of the road, striking Log from the baok with such force 
that it must have broken all the bones in his torso and caved in the 
hood of the car. The foroe even knocked one of his shoes from his 
foot and he toppled from the front of the car over 
into the ditoh. 

The car striking Wilson Baptist was driven by Wilson 
Remo, a tenant of c harles Mazurette on Little u iver, 
a man who is known as Sweet uilk and notorious for his inability to 
drive a car properly. 

So passes the Dark ^uke of Modena, brother of Peter, now at Angola, 
and kinsman of Puny who died last month, 

Beaven is a happier place to contemplate, what with the 
prospect, if one is lucky enough to get inside the gate, 
of spending an eon or two, listening to therippling humor 
of the Dark D u x e a?l£ j responding to the unendinggrius constantly 
breaking over his face as he occasionally turns to 
pat good old Emma, grazing in greener pastures than she 
ever knew on earth, good old Emma, the mule, who was, 

I feel quite sure, one of the first familiar figures the v ark D U ke 
recognized this evening on arriving inside the Pearly Gates,,,,,,,, 
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J Unday, May 16th, I960. 


I TV^ 


• *. zi ilxJ 9 v i .j n-io u; '.c zM ilO ' 1 

t .*r r ,.j; it 'Si 0 ftrti' A K' • •!' • •• 

... i • • ■ - ■ 

Memorandum* 

~ ■?. 9 t \. :c . v j . ~ t. • i • ...“-t 

il beautiful summer's day, sort of 60-ish last night, 
somewhat upper 80 -like today, 

' • . o *\ ci ..5. 03 J . ' ■ . • .1. > - r - “ 

At coffee, 1 w as jsildly surprised but withal delighted 
t$ see hew gay was min§ hestesps whe said she had slept wonderfully 
and apparantly was bweed dewn by nething, t I find myself 
wfndering what everyone else knows, that Madam Regard had a strike, 
si : • • i s io« v.i " {»•.; - •. bnw*v • m: U” t • —-v 

tewn comes the sound of much bussing as a result 
of "ultra confidential" news Charles Cunningham conveyed to 
the editor of his riavl newspaper, to Carmen and to whom not . 
ThcBatenRouge widow lady has finally said yes to c harles' pro - 
- pesal• August had been thought of a? a possible date 

but both prospective groom and bride think they cannot wait 

until August so that the latter part of July may witness the 

magical-moment, On previous occasions, Charles has given 

the world to understand he would marry one or another lady and it has 

qlwaya come to naught, Mow everyone is content to»wait and see, 

« .15. 1 ttu-f £\ Ott; Zi v.--”' • »'* 3-.. i: fell no »•»* \o 5 MO 

As to the prospective bride, she is reported to have money • &he 

, can't . believe she will ever be content not to travel about a great deal 
but she says., that perhaps if she ..is happily married, her 
inclinations will change. That sounds ominous before things get really 
into theswing. She hates old houses and heirlooms>and 
so Charles has promised to sell his home and heirlooms and 
*. build ,her a fine modernistio house with all mbdern furnishings, Me 

doesn t explain whence the money may c^me for those who are supposed to 
know about such things declare he hasn t any MildredCunningham's 
Son who married the Breazeale. girl -a year or so ago is finishing his 
l a w studies at L, S, U • this month and plans hanging out a shingle 
in Natchitoches . Charles says he has promised to seel his home to this 
nephew of his and the nephew says he and his wife have promised to buy 
as the embroyo (embryo ) lawyer is just starting out, one speculates 
on how much the sale of his house by, Charles will contribute toward 
the money required to built the new modernistic home his prospective 
bride has been promised, 

• cj t-. . •: Atu c&sh o % AiuA* - i 1 ' ; “ 

In short, the whole business sounds just a little Zannie 
and what, if anything, may come of it is anybody s guess . 
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Tuesday, Hay 17th, 2960 


Hemerandum j 

, Partly cleudy and altegether het and humid • 

i t 

. The head ef the Parish Library called me this 
meriting te cen/irm eur previeusly agreed upen date 
ef next Uenday fer a Heiress teur ef J ielrese* 

Abeut fifty librarians frem areund the State will 

attend • There will be a •luncheen at the 'Down Seuse 

befere the 2 e'cleck teur • I was invited te be 

ene ef the three guests invited and I deolined with thanks • 

J, H . and Celeste were the ether twe receiving invitatiens 
and although Celeste deolined .#n behalf ef J • H,, she 
accepted fer herself • •■••• 

'phene interruptien .... 

ip .3 

As I Was spying, the lady will h a ve appeintments that will 
make it better fer her te remain in tewn and se I shall receive 
the half hundred visiters en my ewn heek altheugh an 
additienal hest er hestess would be helpful • 

'phene interruptien breught up a peint a beut which 
I had never theught a beut befere • Wien T answered the buzz, 
the eperater said Leng Distance was calling and asked if 
I weuld accept a celled charge frem Peter Battiste • I replied 
the affirmative • *hat I. had never theught abeut was 
the fact that, ne deu t ef necessity, it isnatural the 
prisem must meniter eut-geing calls frem prisoners • With 
possibly a receiver er twe down en my ewn 

party line plus wire tapping at the prison end ef the cenneotie 
it was almost an impossibility fer either speaker te understand 
what the ether said • Peter wanted te ask when the Dark 
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Wednesday, May 18th, 2960 


Memorandum: 

• • 

Weatherwise, today is a carbon copy of Yesterday,— 

■.hot, humidand cloudy. 

Last night, before folding up my beard about 
1 a.m., I knocked off a OaneHver Memo for next week 
Thursday's issue . I called it, for lack of anything better : 
Weekend of Friday, the 13th. 

• , 

As I failed to name Miss Sally directly, I assume 
Mat will denounce me on some unrelated faot, as in the Children 
ofStrangers thing, such as using the rebl name, Wilson 
Battiste, instead of Log, the Dark uke or whatever. 

And tonight a few people from here will probably be going 
to the funeral home in Natchitoches where Log s body will 
be held until the funeral tomorrow. What 


I rejoice to know that James and Kay have been able to 
get out of doors and venture as far afield as 
St. Francisville. Such an outing ought to 
mean t so much to both of then* 

•c". . ' 

I did not write Aunt Willie this week, not 
■knowing where to address her. From the Alabama 
commuumicatiou, one might assume she is traveling. 

Perhaps she was only running over to Alabama, perhaps she was 
heading for Louisiana, en route to California with 
Irma, — perhaps almost anything. 

I viewof the tensions existing between BatonRouge and 
Charleston, I hesitate to inquire from BatonRouge in any 
matter concerning Charleston and so I fi find myself quite 
in the darlf as to the ^globe-trotter's whereabouts. 

Juanita B. called mo yesterday, asking me to lend her 
a hand in getting the artist to do some nictures she wants to 
take with her when, on next Wednesday, the 25th, she and 
Pat go on their vacation that will carry them to 
lower Florida, Nassau and so on 
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Thursday, May 19th, 19 60 


J am late in deing my werk at this desk tmight because 
I wanted t» hear the three heur broadcast that CBS 
put »n, repreducing thenews of the world's reperters 
interuiewin the famous Mr. K. at Palais de Ch a illet 
teday • I think radie semetimes forgets it is reperting 
news and fleps ever inte research'’which, of c»urs«, is anether mediu 
for a different audience . I* dm't mind the program giving 
the listeners a sample of Mr, K.'s vice but frem then $n, 

I thiiik the pregrams weuld be vastly improve^ if the listeners 
weren't ferced te sit threugh endless tirades in the eriginal 
Russian, fellewed by a translatieh in ?rneoh, fellewed by 
a translatien inte English. It strikes me that a t least 


Memorandum : i- 

'.vnc v.i ' .U i -V1. . si.9 ft it\j 

Pure summer. '■» 

i te ,ilmI &'• ;L'i -sq ii'f o- • 

■T had a message fer Carmen this afterneen and tried 
several'times unsuccessfully te get a wire befere the Red Cress 
t sffice closed at 4. I recognized the voice ef one ef 

the neighbors on this party line, a sister or ^daughter, I am 
net sure which, of Rita Metoyer, who, being herself in her 80*8 
might well haH either a sister t er daughter ef maturity. I pricked 
up my ears on one try when I heard the lady say that last night 
she had listened to the artist speaking te Lestan on the 'phene 
and that 3he had told him this, that and the ether t hing a bout the wai 
and ,he had responded in such a such a choice ef words. What 
impressed me a beut the recital was the faot that, as T recall 
the conversation being quoted, the words and almost the sentences 
\ strucK me as being almost verbatim Ihis proved, among 
other things, that the speaker really has on excellent 
memory. WhiJLe last night's conversation was going on, of 
courseI realized from the indifferent quaity of sound 
reception, that a receiver was down. Intentionally r as 
I quite often do, I did my best to make the conversation just 
as dull as I possibly could and, as you know, 1 can achieve 
that without ejten trying* And then, as often happens, the 
listener, that is to say, the eaves-dropper, gets bored and 
hangs up which 9 of course, automatically registersin sound 
reception , Then I took the opportunity to say what I really 
wanted to say which, it suddenly struck me this afternoon, did not 
jibe at all with what I had heard in my own eaves¬ 
dropping although, I had to admit the <u stations were 
correct. The difference as to truth, however, came about because 
the original eaves dropper hadn theard what transpired after she had 
hung up. lihever did get Red Cross before closing time but I 
■really did enjoy the effort < 

5 • ... j oh r. t's iVy o.'iri; K i’"s Hi * - 

i-But leaving reports to reports and turning to facts, 

, J( . the day was ajl blue and gold bu£ much too hot, — •* 
in the 90's, -vfor a large gatherings in a church with 
a- blistering tin roof for any sor*-of ] a* ocoasion, ’and the 
hour for the service was about the hottest oft. the day, a round 
3 o'olock • Peter reached Melrose around 22115 and as his 
parole papers have not as yet been executed, he traveled by 
car with a guard, both prisoner and guard in 
civilian olothee, of course. He visited 

his sister^ Janie, at her home and then went to see his sistero 
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Friday, May 20th, 2960# 


Allie, who h a d come up from Alexandria and was staying 

with Zelma• It is said that Allie is arranging to 

h a ue someone in Alexandria guaranteo Peter a job and 

that means he will probably be living withAllie shortly and 

working in Alexandria • Under ordinary ciroumstances, 

this should make an ideal set-up since Allie's husband died last 

year and Allie is bringing up three sons sf hep sister* 

. ffoonie, and /or unc\e and aunt of the boys to 
'■.provide a stable. household the prospect should look 

quite pleasing, ut, except for Allie, noiie of the Batistes 

are domestically inclined and generally they seem 
less sympathetically inclined toward each other than toward 
people who are in no way related and so it is difficult 
. to imagine how such an arrangement might pan out, 

I thought several .times todayhow differently things were 
handled for two youths with Melrose connection • Peter 
got a couple of years in prison for h a ving participated in 
t a oattle theft that netted him ten bucks, John Venk 
lifted a thousand dollars wotkh of merohaildism, retains his 
Statue in college, and will enjoy the services of 
a private psyohiatrist a ll summer ft certainly must 
be admitted that it pays to get one's self born into the 
right class and the advantageous oolor, 

s - ' • * l . t 

It was kind of Warren to take time out 
while on his short trip to *urspe to pen me- a line from Paris, 

I loos sorry to learn of the Cluny. misadventure and 

hope he wasn't vastly inconvenienced by the loss sf other items 

than the money* t 

«. r _ , tsu .wo. t .ttmo S', ri, i .froano'' 

?• -The other letters speak for themselves, Jon 5 
sending theDormon letter, to James and will . 

Pass it along to little Lee when it comes back so 

she may retain it, although it is of no importance 
as a document but does reveal the strange Dormon flurry 
that-fpr some reason, never known to ms t c hin a had a 1 way 
of putting C arr ie into a tissy and I assume the editorial 
from the Journal* -«*a sensational sheet if ever threre 
.was one, must have had to do about current American relations wit, 
that oountry <vc - s o r a : 

On the home front, radishes began moving from the garden a ls\ 
more mustard greens, I staked tomatoes at dawning and tonight at 
dark, the rows of sentinels in b a mbps looked trim and pretty ***** 


Memorandum• 

dot this morning until noon when an inch of rain 
descended, lapped up b. the dry soil so that none ran away, 
and,tonight iq cloudy and pleasantly cooler, 

\ 3 . c t iJ* i'.: 

Coffee went off pleasantly enough this morning, My 
hostess observed, however, that Sunday dinner might be a little off 
schedule, ; however, as Sunday is Dee Bertzog s birthday 
and, following Mass, the aforesaid hostess had in mind to journey down 
to Magnolia bearing gifts and there^participating in natal 
day festivities, I observed I ioo an t expecting to catch any train 
and any old hour suited me and that I adored bread and milk 
and could readily skip the rigors of a noon day meal if my 
absence would assist in making thq wheels of domesticity turn nore 
smoothly but I was assured that we would dine, although it might be la 
than the usual 22:30, 

^ . i *> i S jf ** ^ ~ * i. i. i 

An hour and a half later when I was returning from the 
post qffice . I listened to quite a different tune by the same lady. 
Sister had T phoned from Montrose, saying she and her daughter 
were on their way to spend the day and night with Blythe in Alexandria 
and would be b a ck this way Saturday afternoon • Bard on the 
heels of that call came one from Juanita B*, c^dvising the lady 
that Juanita A, had just 'phoned from Conroe, Texas, to 
advise she and,Joe would be here for the week end* And 
prior to these two calls had oome one from Hew Iberia, stating 
that Joe^Begard, nephew, ioos just back from some Paoifio 
isle, and that he, the girl e will yarry on June 14th, his 
sister, his mother and his step-father had in mind driving 
to Batchitoclies sometime this week end to visit Madrn Regard 
and to stop off here to say Howdy all around. The hostess was 
asked to name the day and hour that would be most convenient. 

She suggested Sunday morning with a view to entertaining at 
dinner* The two subsequent oalls seemed to throw things out of 
joint a lid somehow Bee's birthday seemed to get lost in the scuffle* 

. . ; o«rd bioes'ioV© 

Aside from that flurry m the balance of the day seemed so 
prosaio* I vastly enjoyed weeding the *hana garden, following 
the rain and listening to Dot and the girls screaming at each other fi 
after beyond .the Tucoa hedges* * s 
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Sunday, May 22nd, 2960, 


The morning post was notable primarily because of 

the unusual tenor in the note, herewith attached, which 
struck me as so different when one person is asking another 
i to do a / a uor« Fro* the cancellation date on the envelope, 

I notice the letter was mailed yesterday, the 18th, 

I have a feeling, therefore, that Ola ^ae didn't make it to 

Hew York withCarolyn and that Carolyn has jett-ed back as yet 

since Ola Mae would prob a bly -.have asked her to stir up 

the proposed advertisement, It is accordingly to 

me that the cp peal is made for assistance and I must say 

it strikes me more as an executive memo than the 

request of a friend for help, Long age we both found out 

that not all minds operate along the same sort of lines and I take 

the present bit of evidence to be an adequate 

example of our point, 

• . S ; V • V fc - o-J-i , 

A letter will go forward in the’-next post and it 
will be addressed to Ola Mae and it will contain not one 
page of copy but at least a half dozen from which she may 
select the one she thinks best suits her purpose, A 
covering note will be ^attached to the copies of the advertisement, 
and it will be short and probably read something like*. 

• • 

"Ola Mae, thanks for your laconio no e, Here's the stuff, 

C • t K J ‘ ^ ' '' ^ • * - ° * ^ ' 

• Tonight the 'phone is out of order, A short time before it 
died, a call came through from the Enterprise, relating the 
faot that some gentleman namediElmo Morgan, said to be 
i adequately heeled, had inquired about contacting me ■ 
with a view to starting a project to stave off the destruction of litt 
old ante helium plantation out buildings,, If that isn't 
t r oatruing coals to Hew Castle, then I never heard of such a thing, 

The Enterprise oalled me to say that a copy of a recent Cane River 
Memo about vegetable gardening plus an article by 
Ursala Walker in the October 22nd, 2359 issue of The 
Enterprise about Ghana. were going forward, -—I know not where, — 
to the aforesaid Elmo M or gan, I trust Mr, Morgan 

will h a ve as much success with other prospective contacts as he has wi 
me <.in trying to engineer his interest in old plantation buildings, 

And so, in the quiet of Friday night, begins a week end 
that I hope may not be too hurly-burly. Perhaps tiresome people 
and tame enough events will tend to oancel out each other and that 
will be much to be thankful about ,••••••• 


Memorandum^ . . t i 

• • *’ 

Sunny to partly cloudy, humid and hot all week end. 

And the week end was hurly-burly, 

he Joe Henrys came Friday night. When taking the 
mail to the post office on Saturday morning, I met H, at the 
cattle gap, heading toward his house, He said he wanted to 
ask me for advice. He said the lady doctor had just oalled him and 
said Madam Regard might^die any time and might live a few days. 

He asked me if I thought he ought to tell Celeste right then, I 
sugges ed he put it off until noon at least as she'was making somewhat elaboi 
plans for entertaining and being entertained during the next 24 hours 
t and the knowledge he had to impart might contribute nothing to 
her stability ,, He agreed and returned to thestore but did let 
her know what she already knew, — the the end might be expected within 
the ensuing week, , 

She and Juanita A, tried to get me to go look at the 
old a obiaux house and thence to Maganolia but I declined, having too \ 

many things needing my attention. After dinner, botyh ladies \ 

ran in to town, stopping a t the hospital at 1 to see Madam ' 

Regard and thence to an afternoon of cards in town. At 6:30, Celeste 
rounded up a priest to give Madam Regard extreme unction. 

In the mean time, along a iout 2, Blythe Rand appeared, bearing 
Sister and daughter, T he daughter was going home to 
Shreveport and Sister was returning to Alexandria with MadamRand 
to 3pend Saturday night and thence to Shreveport by train, 

• 1 

The daughter said goodbye four times and finely, after Blythe and 
Sister's departure, went to town with *at to catch a bus, 
t . . • * 

J, H, called Shreveport to let the dootor know his 
daughter wa3 returning J, H, gathered the doctor was under 
some artificial stimulant and so phoned Pat in town not to 
let the girl go but rather to .send her •back here to spend the 
night * The General was contacted in atonRoicge and 
it was decided that he- and wife would drive to Alexandria on 
Sunday , pick up Sister and then take her to Shreveport 
for , H, thought Sister onSaturday afternoon seemed on the verge of a 

nervous breakdown. She' hos* seemed that way to me for SO years. 
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3030 J 


Monday, i/ay 23rd, I960 


■And so this morning, after breakfast, the daugher was taken 
to town where she caught the bus for Shreveport and why she didn't wait 
and go with her mama and the General at 2 o'clock. I know not. While 
in town, Joe tells me, J, H, and Pat drove by Dan's house to 
pick up a suitcase but J, H, did not go inside as D a n has 
been on a bat since Thursday, When Pat brought out the suitcase and 
put it down to open the back of the car to put it in, a dog came 
along and lifted one hind leg,on same, Smile • 

oe Regard, b a ck from tfie Pacifio and done with his military service 

arrived atnoon today, in . 

be married'on'June 15th, 
and his stepfather, Keith 

and after a little tour and picture taking, 
me,'I remaining to receive some friens o' 
promibed a tour, Juanita A r urned to 
got back here from town a 

10 tonight while we wi a ted for J, R, and Celeste to supp with them, 
coming not, we sandwiched and went our s everaL ways,. 

I, S, Wai ar< j phoned on Saturday a ftemoon, .She reported 
seeing Kay and James a day or two ago and said that Kay's auntie 
had paid her a surprise visit recently, his was news and it seems 
James has never mentioned it. Would one assume that Aunt Willie 
is heading 'toward California with ,Irma, I believe I, S, *illard said 
Irma was with Aunt ' illie on the surprise visit to the Register domain, 

It goes without saying that I got no news or radio listening 
today and’so know nothing as to what goem on in the world 
except from word of nouth reports which included an 
acco nt 'of a couple of college youths being killed by falling 
off the bluff at Grand “core where they were having 
a "night picnic", according to my informant, with some 
young ladies, also from the college. 

It is agreed a smash is inevitable at the *Vi reveport menage but which 
pieces will fly, nobody s eems to know. One night J, H,, who is supposed 
to be getting rest from his own physical difficulties, o» oadled 
at midnight by Sister, a sking him to take. John Wenk to Philadelphia 
for a month so John might have the benefit, if a ny, of a pysychiatrist the 
Wenks had heard about there. Imagine, For herself, Sister said shewas 
contemplating 3Ui.cide, Blythe was noble in inviting Sister far the week e 


Memorandum 


A lovely summer's day, 

Joe left at 4:30 this morning, wanting to be in 1 

Aroadelphia or some place in Arkansas by 8 where he 
proposed getting himself aFolksw a gon, * 

Juanita A, having dL ready peaised hers with the same enthusiasm 
as her husband, who, having long • since become delighted 
with<.hiswife's, decided* he simply had to has one, too, 

I did not see Celeste at coffee, as she did not come 
down from • town until 11 whey after nooon dinner, she entertained 
a bit and then returned to town, T am told, for I did not 
3ee her. 


sis fyalf sister, and his mother, Betty Regard Clou 
, We all dined am diet much merriment 

everybody went to town except 
' Celeste to whom she had 
'exas and Joe 
bout 4 and visited me until 

but the 


At 8: 30, the chairman of the library festival 'phoned tb 
say she had just* heard of Mrs, Regard's condition and 
said she preferred to let the Melrose tour go by the boards 
on this go-round and asked if I cared to suggest any other 
entertainment, in the line of a tour, for the 50 odd 
people, I suggested visiting the old Lemee House 
after luncheon and* then doing a Cane River tour and 
outlined the historical points along the way that could 
be pointed out to the touring librqrians, *he asked about 
the Church of the 0 htldren of Strangers and I told her I would arrange 
that and call her back. Father Calahan was very cooperative 
and said he would be delighted to do the honors between 3 
and 4, and since he is an author of a book on the subject, 

I feel he gave them all the wanted. The chairman was delighted 
on learning this news and that was that. 

Just as I hung up the 'phone, a call came through 
from town, asking if some camera people could come * 
down to make pictures of Melrose for Esso, currently making 
a Louisiana film, I responded negatively, explaining why, 

I was told the camera men would be able to "slip in" 
so that even though there were other matters of death 
to hand, nobody would be inconvenienced, I responded that 
from my own observations, no camera men could ever "sltp in" 
and that I didn't propose experimenting with the Esso 
contingent. The voice at the other end of the wire 
dtdn t seem pleased and somehow tried to convey the notion 
that Esso was doing me a favor by asking for film’fbbt&gt 
and I corrected any notion in the speaker s mind that 
I agreed, and that was that. 
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Tuesday, May 84th, 19 60 


The clerk and 1 were just finishing dinner when theGeneral and 
wife appeared unannounced and broke bread. J, H, came over 
and there was much merriment, heGeneral said his 

sister wouldn't speak to him during the trip yesterday to Shreveport 
from Alexandria, She did complain to % the world, however, 
he had whisked her awqj from Mrs, Ran'ds at 1 in the afternoon and 
that, as Mrs, Sand had given her no food, she had nearly starved 
by the time she finally got food at 6 last night, Knowing the Rand 
set up, that was probably the bigger lie of the day, 

In the afte nooon, both Dr, Wenk and John Wenk headed out 
to visit a psychiatrist in Philadelphia. Somebody insisted, 

I suppose' Sister, that the seeing-eye-dog accomp'cny them which 
strikes everyone as the height of folly since ohn will be 
all the time with hi3 father and has quite bright eyes. 

TheGeneral and J\ R, had made arrangements for John, to 
consult eminent psychiatrists in aton Rouge and Mew Orleans 
but, —and this confused them all. Sister maintained that 
they both had insisted on the Philadelphia trip, whereas neither 
of them had every heard of the Philadelphia pyyoiatrist. 

The General and spouse, on their way down here thi3 noon, stopp 


Memorandum : 

A lovely summer’s day, 90-ish but 
with^a pleasant breeze from the &ulf to handle some 
presperation problems, 

I coffee-ed across the fence and found the lady 
inordinately nervous, not on account of Madamfiegard but rather 
because of her inability to make social engagements with any 
assurance of being a ble to keep them. It is all very 
distressing. As for Madam Regard, she appears unexpectedly 
alert mentally, Gathering what I can from second hand 
sources, I interpret the present condition parallel or 
identical with those so often obtaining . in the wake of 
the moment when the candle is thought to have gone out and 
then, by some miraclenot understood by the medical 
world, suddenly bursts into a brighter glow than before 
from which it never again tapers off but suddenly, and without 
warning is suddenly extinguished 

One of Madam Rtegard’s other daughters, Edna, came up from 
Mansyra on Sunday to be with her mother but is so 
high-strung that J, S, had to get her a room at the hospital 
where she spent the nicjht. The next morning, she had to write letters 
to friends about her Tf iU r3day bridge game and so departed for 
home • on T ue8 day, what wity her mama seeming so much 
brighter, •> 

It is true that M a dam Regard's heart did appear to 
stop beating on Saturday night, just as the lady dootor had 
predicted it would. Ihe lady doctor remarked yesterday 
that never had she been so happy as when her beloved patient 
had so convincingly made a liar out of her, 

• »*!>•' ' - • 5 » 

Early this morning, having tired of pushing peacocks out from 
under foot on the front gallery, 1 issued invitations to them to 
breakfast on the other side of.the house where they appeared 
as though having spent all their days their and in perfect 
contentment. As they easily dominate the aviary when all 
members are present at feeding time, * shall 
continue from now on, giving them their rations in 
the white garden while Emmet and Erwin shall dine on the other 
,q\de,as had been their custom and the guineas will break bread 
by the side gate to the white g rden while the oats will 
do the same at the front side gate to Tucoa. By thus 
preparing repasts in separate places, everybody gets a share and 
peace reigns all around, *he ducks will come and 


All the secretaries failed to show up this evening, 1 assume 
the week end, followed by a hoi day at the end of the hoe, must have 
knocked them out. It didn't matter for the mail didn't appear 
interesting. One letter made me laugh by merely feeling of it since 
it obviously is a wedding invitation, I can't thiuk of 
nnyone I know who is contemplating a trip to the altar, suggesting 
that, indeed, 1 prob a bly don't even know the person who, fay have sent it an 
fra.kly, I care less. t ,. 

•»' fj_ • r % ^ ^ 5s r c C 'i ... 

*e had more stuff out of the garden today and the.place is beginning to 
look pretty And thus the week gets under way and so far, b 
so good,,,,,,,, 





* ■■ 
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gobble up the cats food without any feline protests, only 
looks of regret and sometimes the ducks and the peacocks will 
take a peck at the cats which invariably send the old gray 
Grandpa flying but they simply can't budge- the little old black 
grandpa who never takes a pass at tli^m but simply stays put 
a nd, when the marauders see they can t worry him, they simply 
pass him bye as though he were a permanent fixutre which I 
trust he is, <. 

* 

The wedding invitation I received a day or so back indicated 
that Mr, and Mrs, Mathew Hertzog Chopin requested the 
honor of my presence at the marriage of their daughter, — 
a young lady I never laid eyes on,. I saw Mat perhaps 
15 years ago one afternoon when he and his wife called on Miss 
Cammie, Madame Chopin has been the Enterprise secretary 
for a long time, during both the Beckerman andValker 
tenures and I have been told she generally reads my column before 
it goes to press. If she read the one of a week or so back, 
having to do withhelter-skelter wedding invitations, it 
does seem odd that my name should have appeared on the 
Chopin list. 

An air mail rom The&luff, I guess from Irma O'Brien, 
indicates she and Aunt Willie were inB a tonRouge> where 
they were visited at their hotel by James and Kay once 
and that Irma and Aunt Willie were twice at the 
Register apartment and found the couple looking fine. 

My secretary was no good and there was an interruption so that 
I never did finish the piece, I must say it '3 odd 
that BatonRouge never let me know, haven't breathed a word 
n bout it yet, that The Bluff had been there. 

In view of all that has gone before, it seems to me it would 
h a ve been so natural either for James or Kay to have 
made some reference to it, especially as they mentioned it 
last week to Irma Sompayrac Willard, 

•t / ".1 ■ 0 .0. 

1 , '• T> " " 3 ’ 

t- 

The radio says we put a new Midas "spy in the skies" in 
orbit today, I heard nothing n bout the^ocket, however,,,,,. 


11 
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Wednesday, May qrfh, 19s0, 


Memorandum : 

A full summer's day, 

. 0:. .0 ■.0' »r. ,v. . •• H\.j, s.\e 

It is pleasant to report that Madam Regard is said to 
be a little better today. It* is accepted as a matter 
of course that this can but reflect a momentary tendency but 
it is pleasaiit none the less. 

Her other daughter, Celinne, a facsimile of her 
mother, was here today. She, Celeste and I fa d coffee 
together. Celeste had difficulty walking as she 
has a boil or some such on one of hen toes, Bu when 
I suggested to Celine that we might take a little walk 
to 3ee the peacocks and make ax round to see how the 
vegetables, if any were flourishing, Celeste forgot her 
affliction and marched off bravely with us a She had 
neper seen the peacocks before and found them quite 
pretty. She had seen the garden before but 
suddenly fell in love with it and gathered many 
vegetables to take home with her. There must have 
been talk about the garden at dinner for at 3upper tonight, 

J, E, glancing about the table, said he sure wished there 
were more radishes, I told him I reckoned he would be tired of th 
but he allowed as how he never did and so he may have them at dir 
and supper for many days ahead, , 

, At 7 this morning, the Rocket called from 
Washington, See attached memo. 

At 10 this morning, the artist came to see me and 
continued to baffle me by her mathematics. She brought me 
at excellent picture and said that if I liked it, 
she would like to sell it to me for half the price she 
charged me for the last picture I purchased from 
her because she had just brought two little pigs and 
wanted to buy some food for them, I told her I 
would buy the picture at the price she named and added 
that if I could round up some other boards, I should 
t like some more like the one she had brought. She 
said each of those would cost me twice the sum I 
was paying for the present bne* I allowed as how 
I would have to thinlf about that which was another 
way of saying I wasn t dreaming of indulging in 
suoh foolishness, She has already over-spent her June 
Old Age cheok on advances from the store and so I reckon 
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she will begin worrying me about doing the pictures 

in a day or two if, indeed, she doemn t start in on the 

'phone tonight . I never try driving down her 

qi otations but since she knows perfectly well she 

can't push a balky mule like me, she will have quite 

a lot of fun trying until "Pa" really does need 

a snort, wh$n she will return to price sanity and we 

shall be able tp do some business • Fp tunately, I 

h a ve nobody pressing me for masterpieces, that is, fortunately 

fpr me, but unfortunately for her, "Pa" will be 

grumbling anon and she will buckle . 

0 ' litot X j “ Ji 

Tiljoah again tormented my dreams last night . I find it 
interesting that a lthough nightmares seldom come my way, 
it is always the 3ame figure that appears • I suppose 
the explanation is simple enough but ihe persistency surprises me 
■: . ■ v ii? . : 

I heard the President's speeoh tonight on the failure 
of the summit meeting and I thought it excellent 
as to tone bu$ a little over-weighted politically • 

I suppose one of the many, sets of differences 
between a stateman and a politician is that a stateman 
can admit error and go ahead while a politician never can 
admit an error and therefore can seldom get much of a 
start to go in any direction except backward . 

. ft ft . . - 

Carmen called today with her usual gossip, including the fac 
that Charles Cunningham will announce in 
engagement in both local papers on the morrow Mrs • 

Walker called later to say that she had had coffee with 
Charles the other day and he had spoke of his determination 
to give up all the family antiques and heirlooms 
to please his wife who insists on everything ulta 
modern • Charles explained that antiqueswere less preoious 
than a companion for, as he put is s 

io'\ --:: - i - 

,' "then you covf.e home at the end of the day, 
your antiques can t say: "How a re you 
feeling darling* 

He has a point, of course but neither can gas pipe furniture 
say that either and sino$ the prospe otive bride says she 
never likes to "stay put but adores traveling a bout. 
it would seem off hand as though *harles might do well 
to invest in a modernistic parrot, trained to 


Memo of Telephone Conversation: 

The Rocket 'phoned from Washington, D, C . at 7 this 
morning, 9 obclock Washington time • She 
was planning for an extended session with Linden Johnson 
at 11, Washington time • *he Senator fromTexas wass 
to be consulted about Pan American Film Foundation or whatever it is 
called • 

The purpose of the 15 minute call to me doesn't seem 
clear, although there was an inquiry about 
Helen Bullock's name for apparantly the Foundation 
which Helen presides over was to be contacted • 

There were letters from Henry Clay Watson, my friend, read, 
and much talk about making a naval piroure 
of river fighting in the Mississippi during the Civil War . 

Another film planned was to revolve a bout the 
artist . ^ome film agent in HewYork had manifested vast 
interest in same and urged immediate execution and 
the Rocket threatened to honor me with a visit on Sunday 
or Monday regarding same • s ome shots no used 

in either of the Hodges films but nevertheless taken for that purpos 
might be incorporated in the artist film such as a strip of 
color film wherein Him met, Erwin and I were doing 
handsprings together, the thought being that scene could be followe o 
by one of the artist seen painting some duoks and so on and so forth 
on and on. 

There was evidence that the same old squeeze was on in that 
it was hoped an air plane would deliver stationary from 
Ola Mae this morning bearing the Ramsey imprint so 
that at least the first page of the prospectus that 
would be discussed with Linden Johnson might be somehow 
jammed through on this new letter head before the scheduled 
11 o'clock conference . Some people must thrive on suoh 
3plit-eecond doings but it tires me just to think of it, 

I was asked if I had read her letter on one point or other, 

I said F never read letters I do not receive • She 

said perhaps I would get the letter later in the week as, come to 

think of it, it had not perhaps gone forward before yesterday • 

"C'one to think of it", is a phrase people with fertile imaginations 
for stirring up projects but never giving thought to finishing them 
should never use since they invariably think in futures and 
never in past momenta, no matter how recent . 

And I guess that's about allof the conversation that 
was pleasant but more or less pointless •••• 
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Thursday, May 86thk 2960• 


Memorandum : 

A perfectly lovely day . 

I awoke at a quarter of one to the sound of 
considerable thunder and closed the doors giving 
on the front gallery, leaving opeii those on the back • The 
wind was high and the rain being blown about briskly but 
I was so sleepy I couldn't spend toomuch time watching the 
elements before bouncing back on'my downy pillow . ‘ 

This morning the skie3 were clear and the temperature 
deliciously cool and everything new washed in appearance 
although the rain had not, it turned out, been excessive, 
perhaps not more than a quarter of an inch, enabling the hoe- 
hands to resume their labors at daibning as usual • 

Celeste and her sister were at Church thi3 morning at 
9 and so I didn t see them today• T he servant, however, 
had prepared'a brew for me and reported that the 
nurse at the hospital had called about 5:45 to 
say Madam Regard was much brighter thi3 morning •• 

I went tc supper ~n bout 5:30 tonight and 
as found nobody in the dining room, I 
explored the kitchen where I found the food on trays 
ready to be served but no cook m Five minutes later 
the cook appeared coving from the front gate* 

She had left everything in the kitchen a'few minutes before 
to s~kip down to the overseer's house, just below the gardens, 
when she had learned through the grapevine, I suppose, that 
Sams Peace had jU3t expired on the river b a nk • 

I 

Sam's health hadn t been very promising during 
a number of recent years when he had suffered from dropsy but 
of late he seemed much mors active and i.n quite a happy frame of 
mii\d, * went to the store about 8 this afternoon and 
chatted with him for a moment •where he was sitting on 
the gallery • One of the cattle overseers dame along and 
Sam said he thought he would saddle up a hodse and ride 
with him if he was going toward the Red River pastures • 
overseer said he thought he wouldn't make a round there 
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Friday, May 27th, 2960. 


until the morrow and Sam said he believed he would accordingly 
go fishing instead. He kept hisfish pole concealed in 
*Some bushes near the front gate where he could easily pick it 
up and put it b a ck again and so he headed down the road toward 
Mr, Earnest's house. He caught a fine string of fish and 
app&rantly was about to return up the bank to the public road 
when he fell dead, Fortunately, he fell up the emb a nkment and 
so did not fall into the river, 

,A?»d so vanishes from the loca sqene another personality 
mentioned’■by Lyle, S a m appearing in 1 he Friends of Joe 
Gifrflore , as I recall, 


Sam has an older brother t said to be at De&ht' 
ie C harity in Alexandria at the moment, 1 he store 


s door at 


immediately notified S a m s only son, —only child ,— 

Joe peace, of Shrefeport, and there being few relatives, 

I Suppose the funeral will be held within a day or so, 

Sam never had but one child, — Joe, —it was 
said, with the birth having taken place while Sam 
was living with'Mattie, but everyone except Sam 
declared Joe to be the smitten image of one Nathaniel 
Wade of Little d iver idho was courting Mattie 
at the time. So runeth the saga of Sam and Puny 
and Log and Sam must be having a he a p of things to 
talk and laugh d'bout in Heaven tonight, 

i t iT * n 

Although Yucca and the house across the fence are 
on the same party line, fortunately all around, the bells 
of the one and the other never sound jointly on in-coming 
ca11s, Just now, however, there was a faint buzz 
from my instrument, perhaps the receiver wasn't % 
on secure or some suoh, although it really c ouldn't h a ve 
been that, I guess, but anyhooooo, when I picked up the 
receiver, I heard the familiar voice of a blind 
Shreveport going a mile a minute, talking about 
* his hilarious adventures in Philadelphia with the voice of his 
wife chiming in and the merchent-planter sounding 
bored, I conclude the family is back together 
again, 1 can only marvel that 0 , H, can 
put up with such an incredible merry-go-round. 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely summer ’3 day, 

• 1 

What with Monday being a holiday, I reckon this 
will be the final out-going memo before the prolonged 
weekend, including Monday, with no postal service, until 
uesday starts the wheels turning once more, 

' . • . > .• •: . :v. ■ . 

J, H,, in spite of the multiple demands on his energies these 
days, seemed as bright aa s a button at supper tonight, The 
reason for his effervescence -was revealed by what he said s 

"You know,.,,*,,,. Madam Regard is really 
remarkable• I just stopped at the hospital on my 
way down from town. She was eating her supper and it 
was a good one and she acted, as though she was liking it and 
her conversation was asbright as ever 

j ■ \ '■ % • • • ° ' « V \ _ 

I can think of nx> one in this world of whom he 
was ever so fond and it was really heartening to see the 
j.oy her condition, at the moment so improved, that 
oozed about him like a halo. He will, as always, 
be in firm control when she does depart but his sorrow 
will unquestionably be greater than he has ever experienced 
for any other person in his life. What a commentary of 
a mother-in-law—8on-in-1 aw connection, 

Charles is 3till telling everyone who will listen a bout 
his prospecitve bride and. the plans he is making to dispose 
of his old.hpme and antiques and secure a modernistic 
dwelling and' 3lap-dab new furnishings, 

t 1 

Celeste told me at th§ coffee hour today that Toosie 
Millspgugh had confided in her yesterday, saying Charles was 
acting'like a pre-teen ager. He had come into the store 
to show her an advertisement he was going to insert in the 
„ Shreveport Times, reading ;> 

"Wifey No Li key 

my. qH .heme, and antiques which 
are for sale. Do not ’phone. Do 

not write. Come see me a bou it 
in Natchitoches• Charles Cunningham," 
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Sunday, May 28th, I960 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely summer's day 

At the store onSatu day, 

Joe asked me if I had an extra 
magazine, e said he had read 
I told him I didn't know the 
when I picked up the mail 
taining the current issue 
opportunity, to examine it 


Toosie said she tried to persuade him to 
leave out at least the first line but did not know if she 
h a d convinced him or not . 

He states with some pride that he hasn't had to 
pay any income tax in several years which is c.ertainly 
a poor sign for one about to take a flight into matrimony, 
a new house and new furnishings • One reason why he hasn't 
h a d to pay an income tax, or at least so I &m informed 
ku reliable newspaper people, is the somewhat quaint way 
he operates his usiness • One way he is able to secure 
customers from a compeditor's paper is because he 
offers advertisers rates th t aJA Molly below the level at 
which he bat oan make a profit So it is that 
he just squeaks through, owing everybody in town but 
still operating his paper . It is not only mighty poor 
business f,of, Aifi. paper itself but it is almost 
devastating for the other paper in town . Perhaps the 
marriage will alter things a bit . If his wife 
has lots of money, perhaps the Times will be able 
to print advertisements gratis or, on the other hand, per¬ 
haps^ the wife w.ill expect, her husband to contribute 
something to the cost of building and furnishing and 
operating the new home,-in which the old, un¬ 
economic practices will ave to give way to honest 
brisne38 rnetliods m Ho wonder his- fri-ends and - 
relatives are holding their respective breaths . 

.. I. U.,'j o.' ■ ,;sov/t •> ii.tz ai . eti-. h 

Ora called this morning . *>he has been having a 
busy turn during the past couple of weeks, —much house 
guests from California, Arkansas and-God knows where all, not 
to mention some luncheons at home, graduation doings, 
both as speaker and hostess, and concern over her 
daughter who (ias been in the hospital quite ill. Ora 
says. Of course Ann is into everything, works, has 
three small children, takes o course at college and is forever 
going places with Jack on political missions and whatnot . 
Spinning at breakneck speed seem3 to suggest a top should be 
the symbol of the age but I leave it to junior matrons 
to personify the spririt of the times.*..,...,., 

o. . at: oi 1 ■ hr. . al ■ /, . 

0 . 0 a a a as o' .at Son 


when picking up the mail, 
copy of Forestry 
my article and liked it. 
magazine was out as yet but 
, there wad a n envelope con- 
• Later in t he day, j go t an 

w Wl / C , unuo vne article was^not° < nhn^i^^^%- surprised to di 

had 

' naturall U> 1 am.curious as to how this happened . 

On page 3 8 of this issue of Forestry i* thM 
I have 0 heard hit hi*** ^^aine, —Louisiana Today . 

annZofffft S2 K -°and ^al E*"* A"' 

would-be subscribers are r9aa * d JU fact that 

this publication and, iTill’t ab ° ut 


particular person 
although J . H, and I 
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Monday, May 50th, 19 60 


Memorandum^. 


know several people by that name. He jogged his memory 
a little and said he thought it must be the Matches 
photographer who got out thebook on Hatches and is now doing 
one onLouisiana. 

Af-.ter supper on Saturday night, Mrs. Walker and 
her mother, Clara Genun, and 1 know not how that name is spelled 
came to see me about twilight, T(ie mother had made 
me a fine afgan, starting it last March when 
the black birds were in their a poendenoy, IT lisshawl is 
about 78 inches in'length and so ample to wrap about my 
shoulders on cold winter nights. It \s fire red^with a 
while border and has four or five black birds sailing across the 
piece. It is the resuilt of much use of 
the orochet or knitting needles, —oroohet, I believe, 
and the whole busiiiesi in a celophane wrapped with sipper 
so the months 'will not invade it. 


up and down the big road, calling on Magnolia friends and 
such like. In the afternoon, there f is the usual 
merry-go-round in town and, I haven t the slightest doubt, 
the usual call at the hospital, but the hsopital 
visits by each of the daughters seems to be so3mall a 
segment from the daily calendar, it appears almost 
not worth mentioning, I must say it all seems 
30 odd to me that I haven given up attempting to 
understand it. 

As for other nefds as to local patients, I have none 
although 1 understand the overseer, Jimmy Sers, who had 
a stroke in town on Saturday, is still alive but 
isn't expected to survive, t 

• 

Joe came to see me this morning, He was furious at 
all his kin folk bnd said he wouldn^t be coming b ack here 
in a long time but when he did, it would be to see me only, I 
h a ve heard this tale so many times, He^was especially vehement 
in his denunciation of the general and of J• H, neither 
of whose wives does he like’. He said he and I were 
the only ones who cared anything a bout Melrose, Foolishly, 

I observed I thought him mighty lacking in cooperation 
if that statement were true ana, knowing it, t he 3imply walked out 
and left me holding the bag. Somebody summoned him at that point 
and a few minutes later, I learned he had gone to town with J, H, 
Back-at dinner time, he was as gay as a cricket. He left for 
Conroe between 8 and 3 this afternoon. Of the three bags in 
the family collection, the craziest one always seems to me to be the 
one with whom * have last had'contact, that particularly one being 
replaced the next time I encounter another, and so on and ad 
nauseum, o. - . 

According to the calendar, today was a national holiday 

and there was no maiL delivery and the JtqilkS, „V* tfiV 01 * were 
closed, * am told. *ut it seUs T>hal tnaz was 
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only way one might have suspected today was 

any different from the usual run of the mill week days, 

.all s tores being open, everybody in town and country working 
and nobody being able to imagine it was a holiday except 
for the unusual number of road runners ftom other States 
who passed this way and pretty well gummed up my morning. 

Blythe came this afternoon,- bringing some Mrs . Hemingway 
with her. Blythe had mentioned her before as being an artist 
; and that naturally she would be fascinated by local 
manifestations of Art. The lady turned out to be quite pleasant 
and about as much interested in Art as the rest of Blythe 's 
friends. I was delighted■ at the excuse to sit down 
for an hour with them but I ended up the sitting 
in full realisation that Mrs. Hemingway little noted and 
cared less about the things she had to see 'at this 
bend of the river, I am forever being impressed by 
the countless strata of human beings, each group somehow 
cut with tiie same biscuit iron and everybody in the group 
perfectly delighted with whatmeans something or nothing, as 
thhe cae may be, to all the other individuals 
in the group. For the most part, Blythe's group 
or rather the individuals making it up, have ample 
funds, polite manners, can give satisfying bridge 
* parties and luncheons and never read a book or had an 
original idea and, unlike Blythe, not even interested 
in anything except themselves • 

Celeste's particular group is much ligher 
and more addicted to cards, —almost exclusively, I 
should guess.>. While H think of it, I must report that 
a day or two after a recent Cane River emo appeared, the one 
entitled Reform Plantation which, among other things, as I recall, 
speculated therein about the name. Reform, and how the 
plantation acquired^it, Celeste told me she had enjoyed the article, 
I really t king she had read, ‘-^he sdme day she journeyed up 
to Reform to see what progress was being made in the restoration, 
and the following day, I asked her how things were going at Reform 
Plantation. *he said she didn t know what * was talking about. 

I mentioned the old u obiaux pierce and she reported thereonbut 
ended up by saying she coul-dn t iagine what x was tdL king 
aboutwhen 1 mentioned Reform plantation since she had 
never known it had any name at all* 

And so the Parish got through without^ knowing it 


JtMOt 


Wi 
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Tuesday, H a y 3 1st, 2960• 


Memorandum : 

Full summer with the thermometer>in the 90'8. 

Naturally, today's po3t was a little heavier 
today because of yesterday's holiday for the postal section. 

A copy of BownSouth magazine came to hand and I shall 
send it along under separate cover* It's the one 
about which R a y Thompson and I had some correspondence and 
you may or may not find some f a miliary phraseology in the 
piece which I shall not tyave an opportunity to read 
before sending and J don t want it back, —the article 
about Lyle. In passing, I might observe that, as near 
as I can make out, the picture of Lyle looks as much like 
him as it does of me. The like.'.e3ses of the big house 
and Yucca, however, will be familiar to you as you 
supplied them through me* «. 


It was nice hearing from Robina. I snipped off the final parag> 
containing a number 1^ had asked her for and which I 8hdL 1 not use 
until later. Until I read, her letter, I 
didn't know she lived on the upper floor and her sister, 

Ella, on the lower. I always thought it was the other way 
around. I think the girls are smart in maintaining 
separate menages. * 

Some Mrs. Baldridge oBaton Rouge wrote me, saying 
..General Henry had referred her to me when she contacted him 
about his great uncle, Tom Erwin, —a brother of Miss 
Lieudivine ' s. It always seems so odd the Henry a 
never seem to know anything about their kin folks. 

I responded forthwith, telling her a little>. a bout the 

parents and grandparents of Tom Erwin, since there wasn't much 

to tell about the f amily of Tom who never married. I 

mentioned in my letter to the lady, that I was making a carbon 

copy that I would send to a Batoiuiouge friend who, I believe, 

had been doing some wrok on the Erwins and that contact would no dou 




I 
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be established with her, if there were other points not covered 
by'my. letter, I sent this to James_, together with 
the original Baldridge le tier and James may use it or not 
as he pleases, 

j •> v .0 it 

I was quite delighted today when I learned that the 
Catholic Daughters have undertaken a project ot restore the old 
Seminary building in town that is part of the Bishops 
menage in the heart of town . It is a charming old buidling and 
perhaps may have been the Bishop's carriage house in early times 
but got its name of Seminary when, in 1854, Bishop Martin, 
returning from Rome, brought three young priests and 8 
seminarians with him and here they were dodged and their eeucation 
completed, The Catholic 4 aughtens are giving a fund¬ 
raising dinner at the Country .~Club on June 25rd and thought 
it quite nice of them to invite .me to be guest speaker, I 
declined, in spite of much, persistency on their part, I shall 
do something elese for thier cause, in fact, 1 already 
have done a couple of things since they 'phoned but 
with things so unsettled here at the moment and my own 
inclination to. attend to my own knitting and not 
go trapsingaround the country, it seems to me 
my choice was a good one, especial ly far my own convenience 


The first ainnia blossom of the season, a-, yellow one, has 
unfolded in the circle of the Ghana garden and I found 
along gourd , hidden among the sunflowers, that is as 
big as a fat grapefruit which seems to be rushing the season 
a (Little, The place continues supplying both the big house and 
the place across the fence with vegetables daily, — much 
to everyone's satisfaction, for a wonder, 

. ,, v o .a' si. - <■ • 

, I kept awake long enough last night to do a little 
reading, and, having finshed Samuel Pepys, went b a ck 
to the biography of John *aul Jones by Morrison, 

Tjie biography is perhaps more of a thesis than a popular 
presentation but, in spite of occasional data that 
seems a little dull, is informative and to my 
liking, 


And so May gives way to June and may it be just right 
in Lyme,,, . 


Wednesday, June 1st, 19 60. 


’ Sr: Ti 


Memorandum : 


The day's post wasthe better for a letter from Del, as 
you will note. And so the Chockleys axe heading out for Moscow 
and St, Petersburg, How they do getaround, I don't 
know how many years Del has to her credit but waiting 
half a century to h a ve measles does seem novel. It reminds me 
that another lady, of whom possibly p spoke the other day, 
wa3 laggardly about waiting for an appendectomy until 
in her dO's, which beats anything in that line both as tofaot 
and spelling that T oan remember, 1 learned today the lady is 
doing just fine and was not 83., is originally reported but 
85, 


'The general tenor of the note from Mrs, Knapp suggests that 
lady is slightly wacky. The fact that one oan use the 
word (slightly", seems to be quite a triumph these days in 


A lovely summer's day. This general area is over six inches 
below its normal rainfall and while surface soil is dry and dusty, 
there is an adequate amount of moisture just below the dusty 
top layer so that things are lopking promising enough 
in garde.'.s and cotton fields beyond, 

t * 

■; . ■ ■ ...... 

4 The Barnes Livingstons of Hatchitpches were present for 
coffee acrosj the fence this mornning, Celeste had to put a 
bandade on Sames' elbow where the dog had gouged out 
a dab of flesh, She e xplained she had to take up the matter with 
the p animal later in the day a bout playing with such* gusto. 


Her sister, Edna, was not present, having returned to her home in 
Mansura, a sign that Madam Regard is so much better, it is 
said. Yesterday morning something was said a bout the 
possibility that Edna might enjoy strolling through the local 
gardens to observe the flowers, peacooks and some of the buildings, 
including Yucca, the African and Ghana houses which she has never seen, 
I believe, She said the morning was so pretty she thought she 
would enjoy the delights of front porch rocking but on some 
later visit would make it a point to look around a little. 













Thursday» June Snd, 19 60 


Memorandum : 


regard to the mental status of so many people, 

There was a letter from somebody at the Trade Hart in 
Hew Orleans, referring to a visit here five years ago which 
I shall not enclose with this memo, as I want to read it 
again before answering, he letter refers to an articlein 
Forestry magazine under my name, mentioning the grant 
of Melrose to Marie Therese, The writer wants to know 
more about the earlier history of the plantation, Off hand, 

I can't think of much earlier history of any plantation, prior 
to the original grant, 

b ■A. v 1 5 

A telephone from The^nterprise asks me for copy for next Thursday's 
column, I shall do this tonight and so get it into tomorrow's 
post, I haven't a n idea on what to write but perhaps 
will suggest it would be nice if the Rocket would do a 
film on cotton. And.speaking of the RocketI find 
myself wondering if she established contact with you when 
she t was in Lyme on the 16th of the month iast past, I* 
don't recall that you mentioned a meeting and she didn't refer to 
such a matter when she called from Washington last week, 

I thought -L would ask a bout it when I saw her but when I shall 
see her, of course, is known only to Qod since her threat 
to honor me with a visit on Sunday or Monday last past meant 
absolutely nothing 

There's a new note of color in the Ghana garden, n uite artificial 
r nd withal man made • It appears along the bdmboo fences 
in front of Ghana where the sunflowers are now tallet than the 
fence and could readily be blown over by a strong gust of wind, 

Instad of giving them, support by attaching a string the 
same brownish color as the bamboo, I decided a splash 

''of color amidst all the greenery of the sunflower ,le a ves and spreading 

gourd vines, splashes of red would look even more pretty, 

a nd so I accordingly tore up strips of turkey-red cotton cloth 

to use in the place of string t . The cloth has the added advantage 

of not cutting the stems of the sunflowers and at the savie time 

introducing a gay note amidst the green and the effect, I think, 

will be heightened as the bright red fades a little and the 

yellow of the sunflower blossoms above and the yellow of the gourds 

a long the fence begin manifesting further color notes. At 

l„a.t 

grapefru^ne 1 be lieve ....•••• 


pure summer. 


The most surprising news of the day has to do w ith the 
surprising recuperation of Madam Regard, Outside the circle of 
her immediate relatives,it is assumed she is 
m a nifesting one of those remarkable spurts of energy and 
interest that prob a bly will be followed by a sudden 
relase at some unexpected moment, &ut what is astonisfy- 
ing is the fact that she is enough better to be sitting up and 
the lady doctor has promised to take her for a little ride, perhaps 
as far as Melrose, if her current gains'- continue into next week. 

So far, so good and one must let it rest right there • 

* ft • * • c '•' ; 

In the feathered friend’section, the little male guinea 
appeared disconsolate all day, and his consort never did put 
in an appearance, I fear she has been swept out of existence and 
I shall miss her and feel sorry for her companion, too. In 
the duck section,^Emmett has taken to spending her days 
on her nest ajain. Instead of a dozen tggs on this go-round, 
she seems to have produced but five but seems to be 
completely satisfied with that number, none of which, if I know her, 
will she ever produce • 

* 

In the peacock section, one of the girls continues showing up 
only once or twice a day and then for only five or ten minutes, 

I .am persuaded she has a nest somewhere and is just as busy 
as Emmet but, unlike the latter, is making no fuss about it. 

Dot continues prote ting her •b absence and following quite a clatter 
of thunder this morning at a quarter of three, he oomplained 
through the balance J)f the night with his unending ,— 

"they're gone, they're gone"* 

I was provoked this a fternoon when supposedly two 
men were_working in the^hana section and three horses 
walked in the front gate, toured the gardens and ended up by 
a brisk gallop around the vegetable section which 
did the aforesaid vegetables no particular good » 

In town there was quite a flurry when the Mayor almost 
implied that The Enterprise lied a bout census figures. It seems 


I 
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Friday, June 3rd, I960 


Memorandum• 


according to a dictum from Washington, the cities in the 
entire countty of more than ten thousand in¬ 
habitants were to be listed at some date, perhaps June 1st, or p 
sometime ih May, In any event, Natchitoches apparently didn't 
qualify and nobody connected with the census could state why and 
therefore it was natrually concluded that the population must 
h a ve fallen below ten t ousand after appeals to local , r«- 
ginal and national offices had been consulted and no figures 
at all could be produced • he Mayor wrote a 
hot letter, be-moaning a newspaper that would suggest 
his ci£y numbered less than ten thousand and sent the letter 
to The nterprise^although, on the inside, the letter was 
addressed to The^imes, The Walkers consulted 
lawyers for advise, the Mayor backed down and the 
radio explained that'finally the Walkers had succeeded 
in tr a cking down the figures for the Natchitoches census, 
finding same in — of all places some community 
in Indiana, and that the gx figqres given were something 
over thirteen thousand, 

It is interesting that i % n 1940, the Parish numbered 
between 43 and 45 thousand people, in 1850 about 39 thousand 
and in 19 60 about 35 thousand, I suppose the causes 
are many, not the least of which m a y be the fact that 
mechanisation of the farms reefi ires less workers, 
the lure of big cities, theracial racket constantly 
bfewing and such like • In an ABC broadcast 
tonight, there was an editorial a boutthe shift in population 
from many of the larger cities, —Kansas G.ty, Cleveland and 
■so on, I assume much of, this change may be due in part to 
better transportation ,* permitting urban workers to 
dwell in communities beyond the city limits of such indurstrial 
centers, say, as Detroit, whose population, also, is said 
to h a ve dwindled in the last ten years, 

f nave a few things to do tonight before calling it a day but 
I m hoping to do a dab of reading regardless . I find 
the t Morrison biography of John Paul Jonesgoes haltingly but 
it s good as a source of information if not of entertainment 
and so I pursue it regardless ,••••• 


Hot summer and wonderfully dry, 

J was slap happy today when the postman 
handed me a message from Lyme, indicating all was well • I 
can well imagine a billion cirdumstance3 preventing correspondence 
and always rest assured that I should much prefer making use of t elepath 
to the written word when things are bussing at such a great rate nobody 
has a chance to set pen to paper, 

*; ' C 0. B ‘ • 

1 ’m hobbling a little today but expect to be * 
back to normalcy in the pedestrian role on the morrow, When I 
jumped out of bed this morning, my right foot felt just like my 
feet were want to feel when, as a child, I would attempt to high a 
jump and on landing, would feel a tingling on the bottom of my feet, 

I suppose J- must have given myself a whack during the day that may 
have jarred the bone that forms the heel and so I have scuffled around w 
more sedateness today than is customary, D plan to do a bit of 
reading tonight and shall put some epsom salts in a buoket of hot 
water befeside my machine so that I may stimulate my head with knowledge 
from the di3c while * bring my footaround to normalcy by soaking it 
while I relax. 


News from the direction continues promsing for which 1 am 
thankful but the Grim Reaper is still at work in this neighborhood, I 
regret to say, A sister of May and Sam B a lthqsaar died last night, 
at t he family dwelling across the river, and this morning about 3, my fri> 
Robert Anthony, father of Doreatha and Little^obert, died quite 
unexpectedly, I think I mentioned years ago a Christmas 
supper at Robert's house on Little^iver and how the moon fashioned 
a halo abov.e the tin roof of the cabin. It was one of those nights 
one always 'treasures in memory and,aa I have always liked Robert 
qnd his family, I shall recall that Christmas Eve so vividly 
for ever, - 

Some friend of Blythe’s, Madame Rougeod, called me from Alexandria 
this morning, saying she had some friends from Maine and heaven knows 
whereall and might she come up for a go-round. She might and at 2 :30# 
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Sunday * June 5th, 19 60 


As I put down the receiver, the Esso folks called 
again to say their movie director was in fhe a rea again and 
might he get just a shot of the big house • i\e might, — 
at 8. By some miracle, both the movie folks and the 
Alexandria people kept their appointments on time and 
so the afternoon sandwiched in nicely although I 
gof scant pleasure in traipsing about with a game foot. There 
was nobody to appear inthe Esso thing and so I consented 
to walk from the upper gallery of the big house 
down.into the garden, and from the door of the^frican 
House to somewhere or other and I think I didn t limp too 
much • 'The sho s were short and I never showed n Esso either Yucca or 
Ghana• 


Memorandum j 

Hot and dry • 

On Saturday afternoon about 8, the artis t called 
she had just seen Madam Hand who had asked her to 'phon 
bid me come to sup at 6 at the camp. I got an identica 

ZXlZrTf 6 

And so I sauntered across the cotton fields at 6. 

th d /hlLh e< r Chl , n< ii CaV i P * pa 'i sed f° r garter of an hour to 
bench I shall always like best because of past asso 

nnnn A la \ er » 1 Joined the ladies inside the 

camp, —Blythe, Joan and Miriam Johnson 
and dine we did with such leisure and chatter that it w< 
before I arcfse to return to Yucca under a pleasant moon 

*\ft i 

, naturally, 1 thought of little Miss Lee so often h, 


It was nice Rearing from-.Kay and James on their 
Anniversary although I know not why I used a big A. I 
sent James a tiny clock for his birthday, one which had 
come to me in my Christmas stocking from some youth 
of Waco, now a student at the University of Texas in Austin . 

I liked the little clock so much but it wa3 so small and 
both the hands and the lettering or numerals so small and 
so fortified with protective coloration that I couldn't 
make out a thing when looking at it, I think 

it was a pretty clock and I'm going to be happy in thinking James 

could make ou. what I couldn't. I sent them some yellow 

roses for their anniversary and I was glad to hear that 

Miss Mah had done so nicely by them with ice cream and 

cake, both of whiohf not doubt fell into the home made 

section and probably wa3 as decliciousas only Miss Mah knows how to sti 


schrimp constituted the 
grand puych and marvelous rolls • 
salade with all sorts of stuff in it and 
nd. such like on the side and all about. 
b of blue berry pie as I ever 
I was already giving 'way at the 
dertake any of the other tasty morsels 

e both sprightly and shallow although 
about June and husband I thought 
ts I shall pseak at some subsequent sitting 


I continue hearing nothing from the^ocket, scheduled for a visit 
last Sunday or Monday aiid no acknowledgement has come to hand from 
the la3t word as to the receipt of the copy. I sent her at her re¬ 
quest. Shoul I drop the Rocket a line, saying » 

Mr. Draper of Esso had been here with movie equipement, T reckon she wou. 
come a-jumpin '• * 1 

r- : ■ 1>Z . i l 1 ' - *; 

And nowi to a bucket of hot water and the hope 
that it may put things to rights immediately so I may venture 
back to Little River for Robert's wake on Sunday nignt ••••••• 







10560 


Monday, June 6th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


■ L 'he artist called me this morning to say her 
son, Xing Hunter, who lives in Cloutierville, 
had shot his wife in the leg above the knee. She 
siad King had beentaken to jail but was outagain 
on bond while his wife was at some hospital where 
it was siad her leg had been taken off below the knee, which 
seems odd if the shotgun blast struck above the knee. 

As King's son. Brother, i3 in a Shreveport jail 
for shooting somebody up yonder in a bar brawl, it 
would appear the artist's family is quite in the thick of things 
DU L , artist appears quite unruffled by such carryings-on 
anddeclarc3 her children and grandchildren are old enough 
to know what they are doing and that 3 he is glad 
she lives alone and so is not embroiled in all their 
performances. * 

Madam Regard was more animated today than any time during 
the past six months, Celeste says. She did not go for 
a ride because the lady doctor was bogged d.aurn. in cases but 
the patient and her physician will be sailing'up and down the 
road one day this week, it is expected. Everyone knowing 
qnything about the case continueq to marvel at the 
last minute reversal of the lady s health although, I 
believe, everyone assumes she will continue as a hospital 


Hot and dry. 

• * 

Today's pl a ntation activities just about equalled 
those of any Haris department store on a Monday morning, — 
no sign of life at all. 

*; 'ot-o- e; ' no r.ci ■v.c tii ?,* Lisas \p 

; Monday morning is usually difficult for most of 

the ahdns who have had a week end of frolic and so everyone seemed 

mighty pleased on Saturday when it was learned that 

Robert Anthony would be "funeralized" on Monday 

afternoon a nd that the plantation, accordingly, would 

not do any laboring at all today. 

The magical hour set for the service was one o'clock and 
everyone assembled on Little^iger accordingly. The 
hearse was to bring the body from Natchitoches but it 
failed to appear on schedule and half an hour later came 
word that the hearse had broken down enoroute:andiaccordingly 
would be late, which it already was. Rut by 2:45, it pulled 
into sight and the services got under w a y but everyone was 
so exhausted, —the heat was almost 1 00 degreees, the 
actual doings were brief a nd the whole business brought 
to a prompt conclusion. 

5 j ■' i • ■ • 0 • - - ■ 

One of Robert's sons, currently at 
Angola for a year, came up for his paP a ' s funeral. 

The guard who came with him had to be back earlier than 
the delay of the hearse permitted and so there was 
some bustle after the final prayer. Tt was 

pitiful to 3ee th.e little children of the prisoner weep when 
their papa had to be whisked away again, for somehow they 
had assumed he would be able to go home .with them after 
the funeral. And so another old riend has been paid 
his final tribute and one hopes the season of 
"funeralizing" is finished for a long .time* 

Celeste's nephews, Joe andean Regard, drove up f rom 
*Hew Iberia this afternoon, arriving here about 4 j30, 
and went on to town to visit Madam Regard, their 
grandma. Joe's girl-friend came along. She and t 
Jo'e will be married next "ednesdayin Mewlberia or Saint 
Martinsville or where ever. 

At coffee this morning, Celeste 3poke of her plans to 
attend some of the festivities. She said she had given 


I. S. Willard just called 


„ - -, —thi hour being 

lOioO. She said she had intended calling me 

before as she had not left town as she had anticiapted 

earlier in the week but leaves tomorrow at 5 A.m. for 

BatonRou^e and other places and may return this week end 

the next or some time. She aid her- calendar 

are always like that. She didn't have 

much by way of news but spoke of some old Leslie 

magazines she had picked up while in Manhattan 

lately. 1 suppose they must have been of Ci v u » ar uint 

0, \ e ca : rried a picture of Grand Kcore and another had the 

of Uatchitoches I often wonder where she 

keeps her books, prints and water colors of which she 

has quite an extensive collection, * believe. One 

never 3ces evidences of them in her house but I'm 

sure they are there if one knew where to look. 

Fourty years ago or so, she did quite a lot of sketching 
and many of the ancient buildings she caught in water 
color have since vanished. She says the Cane^iver M emo 
about trying to rescue the likenesses of places in the 
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to remain here until Monday, giving her a chance to be with her 

mama and spend some time at the beautician's, etc,, and 

then leave early-early Tuesday morning which ought to 

get her to her destination by noon, thus giving her 24 

hours before the services and then, perhaps, linger on a while 

for a day or two afterward, , I have no doubt a darling time 

is going to be had by all • 

The longest days of the year'come upon us at the same 
time the dry spell is in operation on this go-round and, as 
I do not believe in watering the vegetable garden until the 
3un's rays have been turned down, it is nearly 8 
o'clock before I accomplsiehd this line of endeavor tonight, 

I am rather surprised that I should h a ve such a constant 

companion in this enterprise in the person of my big young 

black cat who "sticketh'closer than a brother, in 

spite of the occasional dashes of spray and drippings from the hose 

a s he presses against my ankles as the work of 

a couple of hours goes on. For some reason, unlike all 

other cats I know, he doesn t seem to mind the occasional 

drenching3 he gets and even seems regretful when the chore is 

finally finished, 

. 

As for the Ghana garden, one result of this supply of water 
is a truly remarkabl e growth and even the~flowers are 
responding almost too briskly, The zinnias are 
already in fiower and the coxcomb-is 
putting on buds although I had envisioned them 
as being at their best in October which I should prefer, 

I cut down the amount of moisture shot tin their direction 
but even so they keep on trying to get ahead of the 
parade. Perhaps I shall be a ble to do for the florcal points 
what I am already beginning to do for the various early rows 
of vegetables, —enjoy them and then re-plant for an 
a utumn garden, 1J the season keeps going at 
its present rate, it appears I shall be s oele brating Labor 
Day by laboring at putting in a new assortment of 
vegetables and flowers for the edification of Ghana 
in mid October, 

The enclosure from Eve Wood call3 for an immediate response to 
advise her no L.oui iana iris are available at the moment, , 

I send her the En erprise as a Christmas item because 
she likes to keep up with doings in the otwn where she formerly lived 
she, in r t urn-, sends me Look Magazine on subscription, a magazine 
I never get to qpen before passing_it on to local 
friends who don t have magazines, * rom James, it would appear 
he is back on thetr a ck in correspondence and I must get off a 
note to kirn although I am pressed for time, having a column 
Hn hmfnre foldina up mu beard. Thus runeth out the day and 


Tuesday, June 7th, 19 60 


Memorandum: ' * 

. Partly cloudy and hot. Some place got 
8 inches of rain this morning but we are prom 
we aren't likely to get a ny within the foresee 
future, 

I'm glad today's mail appears to contain 
little or nothing of interest for the way the 
unfolded, X never was able to make opportunit 


exploration coincide with the presence of secretaries, 

, J, H, had invited the Public Relations D irec t 0 r of Louisiana 
Power and Light of Hew Orleans to difle here. It was 
thought the man, one Rhodes, and wife-would break bread at 
the big house with us but Celeste decided they should 
eat at her house. And so we contented ourselves at 
the big house with the manager of Rural Electric and the director 
the Pecane Experimental station at Shreveport, When 
the Hew Orleans husband and wife appeared next door, tht 
three offspring and so, instead of getting two for dinnt 
Celeste got five, '■ 

A <bour for the people was arranged for 2:30 but Mr 
two of hi8 offspring went with J, H, to look over the 
plantation and it was 2:30 before theyg ot baok, In 
the midst of the Rhodes tour, and it turned out 
the Rhodes contingent was as interested in a tour as my 
cat would be-in a pocketbook, the artist arrived, saying there 
were people at her house who hoped to see me, I called them 
ithcn the Rhodes thing had finished and the people 
j._+« h. nminhhnrs nf Mrs. Sninks O.f Crockett. LexaS 


Rhodes an 
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Wednesday , June 8th, 19 60 


Memorandum, i 


Cloudy a nd sultry 


This is the day, according to legend, that the 
presence of rain will insure rain for the succeeding 
fourty days • Atmospheric conditions turned out to be 
just perfect both for those who didn't want fourty days 
of rain and those, if there be cpy, who <.did, With 
considerable rumbling in the skies, ,a few drops fell 
about 4:30 this afternoon but not enough to make anyone 
seek shelter or slow up whatever work on which they might be 
engaged while half way between here and Bermuda, there 
was quite ,a shower . It was so much like the 
involved pronouncement by the Delphic oracle that anyone could 
read into the signs anything he pleased and for an impersonal 
thing like the weather, that really does seem to be quite 
an accomplishment • 


During the past week or two, I have heard comparatively 
few CBS news casts and I’m beginnning to wonder if 
announcements have been made or are likely to be 
mnde shortly regarding the plans of E. Roscoe Murrow 
and his next resumption of regular broadcasting • As I 
recall, it wa3 said in f rune last year that E, R, M • 
would be taking a twelve month's leave of absence but 
return to the microphone on July 1st of this year . 

I recall that at the time I guessed that this date would 

preoeed the two political, conventions so that we might 

look forward to his reporting on those two impending events . 

I hold the thought that E» R» M • will indefid be resuming 

his post so that dL 1 of us may automatically 

feel a little better informed than we have been during his 

year of comparative silence • 4 

And mention ol^the convention leads me to s ay how 
glad I am that Mr, Rockefeller is, at aix long last, 
beginning to put a little ljfe into the Republican segment 
of the forth-coming campaign • My guess is that 




fcoeoi: 
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, June 9th, I960. 


first of .all, Richard more truly represnts the 
Republican Party, especially in it3 admitted conservatism 
and concern over big money and secondly, that Richard already 
has the convention, made up of ultra conservatives, 
well sewed up and that Mr. Rockefeller hasn t got a chance 
to become standard bearer this time around. So be it, and 
the country will be the poorer. 

I did hear something a bout the majority of Scripps- 
Howard newspapers editorializing in f a vor of Senator 
Johnson in the Democratic field. Well, for all I 
care, Scripps-Howard can have Mr. Johnson for, 
to my way of thinki-ng, he is probably the most conservative 
of all the prospective Democratic aspirants for the nomination 
and probably stands about where Mixon does in the Republican 
Party. We shall be poor, indeed, if the 
electorate is offered a choice of 

Mijcon, or. Johnson. Personally, 1, m not craving, either. 

. Everything was lovely over the coffee cups this morning, 
what with plans going forward for the frolic in 
Mew Iberia this coming week. One interesting aside during 

the chit-chat, was to the effect that in view of hospitaliza¬ 
tion costs, mine hostess, simply couldn't afford to contribute 
anything to the fund being raiseito defray refurbishing costs 
of the Seminary Building. As I have never manifested the 
slightsrhint that I, myself, had the vaguest notion as 
to how people should spend money, and especially people 
with ample -.funds, I thought even the mention of the 
restoration matter was both out of line and 
untimd lys morning at 4:40, the old woodpecker, 
called "peckerwood" in the Cane River co-untry, began 
thundering away madly on the 3heet of tin 
covering one of the chimney topsat Yucoa, and 
the rumble coming out of the fireplace into the 

.. 


Memorandum : 

Continued hot and dry. But a lovely breeze from 
the northeast, slap out of Lyme, it would seem, made the 
warmth so pie asant and the ozone so bracing. 

• 

It was the breeze, brining a breath of fresh air 
out of Lyme that set the seal of happiness on the entire day. 

I have never received such a beautifully phrased message 
straight from the heart and I'm grateful to Cod for 
it and its composer. 

I relished every word, euery phrase, every nuance, every 
thought and I know not how to express my gratitude adequately 
except to 3ay Bless Your u eart. 

I pause for a moment to listen. ■. Ihe moon is 
up and one of the girls must be playing tricks on Dot who 
is complaining to thp moon. I know that cats have a bad reputation 
for nocturnal serenades but neixer until recently did 
I realize peacocks seem able to go them one better, what 
wi'th the carrying power of their vpices. I can't 
recall if I mentioned what I over-heard on that score the 
other morning when I Was on one side of the bamboo hedge and 
a couple of tractor drivers were on the other, neither of them 
obviously h a ving seen me. Dot had made a racket when the 
tractors paused in the shade of o pecaue tree and one of 
■ the drivers inquired of the other: 

"What 3ort of a varmit is that that Mr. , 

Le 3 tan have what makes such a racket that it done woke me up las 
night and now I'se bearin' it again." 

I wa 3 happy to retrace the years today, thanke to the facile p< 
1 of little Miss Lee. Mever have I been so delicately conducted 
on such a lovely souvenir journey and the memory of it will 
remain with me for always. 
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Friday, June 10th, I960 


At coffee this morning, mine hostess remarked that her 
husband was spending the day in Hew Orleans and would be back 
early tonight and that she might as well ge used to being al 
in Hie house and that, besides, she could always reach me on 
the phone, I allowed as how the phone is really 
a wonderful instrument Gladly do I devote IS to 14 hours a d, 
to furthering what ± can for the people and the place where I 
dwell but it 3eems to me it would be short¬ 
sighted to add more hours to those daily expended when 
road running remains such a propensity on the part of 
my associates • 

A nd somehow this brings to mind the last paragraph on thi 
first page of the June 5th memo. At camp on 
Saturday night, my hostess in that establishment on the 
previous evening had mentioned .something about which 
I mentioned in the June 5th memo that I would touch upon at 
a subsequent sitting. My gues3 i3 that the merchantdplanter 
must not know that confidence is one thing about which my 
Saturday night hoste,ss knows nothing a bout. In any event, 
she said he had told her that his younger brother, a devotee 


Memorandum : 

Hot and humid with little air stirring except for the 
lovely brec 2 e from Lyme that.blew this way yesterday and will serve 
for ever to make life seem to worth living, 

Today's post was scant and secret aries 3canter, what with 
much hoeing going on in the fields and much frolic up the road 
tonight, 

• v ' • , , . , . 

I 

Tonight a bout 9, a friend who doesn t*ead dropped in to say 
howdy and we sat for a while on the bench by St, Giggin s fountain and 
watched the fire flies dashing a bout with their little lanterns, 
sailing through the white ribbon gra38 around the big old sun dial and 
twiinkling softly among the leaves of the big old magnolias 
by the chapel and the other balancing room at the other end of 
the gallery, It was all so very peaceful and so vepy pleasant and 
it gbes without saying my thoughts were flowing mightily in the 
direction of Iyme, 

For some reason, known only to t hembelves, all three peqcocks were 
a-stir by 4:30 this morning when 1 stepped out on the gallery, heading for t 
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the incredible jaunt to Philadelphia by Dr, Venk and John, J, H, and 
Steve were ashed to ca3t a bout to find a suitable job for 
John for the summer, *t was thought some hospital job might 
be a good thing since John is a pre-med student. And so Handeville 
was contacted at justr the time the new Administration is getting 
new staff and operational matters installed and apparently 
the requested job had been lined up when a letter arrived 
todayf romShreveport, blandly announcing that John had tahen a 
job at the Confederate Memorial hospital inShreveport, Such 
minor announces as frist trying to secure a job and then, having done so, 
sencondly having to play that nobody really■ wanted it anyway must 
be worrisome, especially for those who are so busy with so 
many matters of such carrying range, 

I don t reoall if the cistern in b a ch of Ghana shows in 
the snapshBt Irma O'Brien took. If it does, you may r ecall that 
it is square • About 3 o'clock this afternoon, a couple 
of carpenters who hadbusy at barn building were sent to me to 
see if 1 had anything for them to do the balanbe of the day, I did. 

And before day was done, they had constructed a bench running 
all around the cistern. It gives the place 1 
an.inviting ppearance and my guess is that many a pilgrim 
will enjoy resting there in days to come • 

At coffee this morning, talk fell on a variety of subjects, 
not the least being the people we all like best, nine hostess 
observed that she had seen Frances Phelps one day this week and that 
Frances is still talking about the Lady from Lyme and 
how the aforesaid Lady from Lyme strikes her as the’sweetest 
person she has ever met, Nothing givesmore pleasure 
that hearing one's own sentiments expressed by others, especially 
un cases having to do with personalities, I must 
say that the coffee hour v as wonderfull pleasant for me tod,ay, 

I dropped the Pocket a note yesterday , enclosing the'Cai e River Memo 
pointing out that 3ince the zinnias would be engulfing the garden peace 
in the^hana circle within another 10 days and that accordingly, I 
~ proposed getting a photo of it, I wondered if it it would 
be asking too much to hage someone drop me a post’card, 
saying les or Ho regarding the possibility of passing 
this way within the aforesaid 10 days, I reckon 1 ought to know such 
messages are merely singing psalms to d dead mule, so far as 
the likilihood of eliciting a response but I sent it regardless 
and within a week, shall begin casting a bout for someone 
with a likely camera if no word come through from where ever, 


Sunday, une 12th, 2960• 


Memorandum• 

a lovely hot, dry week end • 

If seems awfully ante bellum tonight, too, 
what with the gentle flame of the remant of my Christmas 
candle being Yucca's only rival of the countless 
fire flies outside, - - 

,'T.ca v- -sraoe zi.\\s 

I went across the fence to sup about ?, turning off 
the elecfric fan on my departure, On my return the fan didn't 
respond to the switch • Nothing else responded either, Put 
the Christmas candle is doing just fine to provide 
a holiday glow and I shall be getting the 
10 o'clock news regardless, thanks 

to my birthday, gift which has already served me once before 
today at Ghana when, early this morning, it accompanies 
me there to provide me with news at dawning. As 
the lamp on the post at the side gate seems to be working 
alright as, indeed, is the Afrioan House■illumination, it 
must be that a fuse blew out in the house ouly, for we are 
a ll on the same current Aut if my margins 
seem unusually Denolme-ish, charge that off to 
the ways of life when the source o{ so much 
convenience suddenly comes to a halt. 

On Saturday a fternoon, I was in the Ghana garden 
about 3:30 when I heard someone call, Lt was Sterling t 
Evans with three fine gentlemen who are visiting. 
the Eyanses at LittleEva this week end, 

to u • • * * 'v. ’ , ’’ J 

Sterling said the purpose of the 
invitation to dine with them on Saturday night 
wa3 based on the fact that it had been too tong since 
we had broken bread together • My guess was that 
the Evanses had guests whom they thought they would 
entertain by calling in their Cane River neighbors to the 
extent of one at Melrose and another in town by•the 
name of Norman Fletcher, Be that as it may, 

I lied promptly, swearing L had just accepted an 
invitation to dine with the Rands at their < 
oanp, —and I had n o reason to suppose there would be anyone 
there this week end but that was the best excuse for 
declining I could think of at the moment, I showed the 

gentlemen Ghana and theAfrican House and Sterling asked if 
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Monday t June 13th, I960 


Memorandum : 

A half inchm of rain, slow and pleasant between 5 and 
11 this morning and'everybody seemSd to like it. 

1 hen the sun c ame out and nobody needed that but we got 
it regardless and therebye lost much t>f the value of 
the rain. Every day the Weather Bureau talk3 
about partly cloudy weather with widely scattered showers, 
but nothing has come of the moisture section until 
today . *‘he forecast is the same for the morrow and every 
one hopes the showers will put in an appearance 
again* 

At coffee this morning, mine hostess opined that 
her husband was as nervous as she was l°-st night when 
a long distance call came through on their 
•phone, the operator stating that t he call was 
for Mrs. Wenk. Hobody had heard she contemplated 
a visit down this way and so a call was 


his g uesfs might 3ee the cotton stencil at Yucca• They might . 

picture my surprise when re n ch!ng Yucca, I 

discovered on the gallery none other than Blythe, ooah and 

the latter’s sister-in-law , I made presentations and 

somehow this seemed to confirm the sttry I had told. Before 

le n ving^Sterling .ried to buy the originals of the 

note paper illustrations but they weren’t here » 

• 

Half a» h °ur after their departure, Blythe fell slap over 
one of the big benches when she went to step up on one for 
a better view of something or other, sprawling on the 
ground on the other side • I was shocked, remembering 
how 3 he had broken her shoulder a few years back and it looked 
to me as though she had landed right on it, £ ut she seemed 
alright and headed back for Alexandria half a» hour later 
in «aV spirits . I 'phoned her this morning but could 
notlaet her. The operator tried a couple of hours later. 


n nd I was glad to tell by her voioe that she was alreight and 
had suffered not at all from.her-nis- 

adventure, She said she had heard the 'phone earlier this morning 

but had been working in the garden and was 

planning to come up to t he camp later today with s ome of 

Horace Hand'3 family, t 

I, 3. *illard' called at 3:25 this afternoon to 
ask if the weather was suitable for some pictures, I 
thought it was. She came about 4:30 or 5 and 
took several and had much pleasant conversation 
to join me in • She is certainly a kind person but 
finishing a sentence does seem difficult for her 
and too often I get lost as the s bjeot moves 
so rapidly from point to point 

a ~.. • . m; ns ' - mtt tti ii " \ - 

Last night I read a little more from the 
Paul Jones biograph and even got' the man into 
the ffavy of Catherine , the Great, It want be long 
if I persist, before * shall have completed the 
book which has certainly taken me long enough towade through, 

I had thought of finishing it tonight but 

the reading machine doesn t get far on one candle power •••••• 


promising to honor us'with a visit through Wednesday, after 
which she will journey further south as far as 
BatonRouge to visit her brother. Whether , 

she plans stopping off in Alexandria or not wasn t 
stated. She is traveling 

by car. It is assumed her license, revoked in the 
Spring, has not been returned to her. It all 
seem3 to simmer as the potentials 
of a pretty kettle of fish. 1 

I w a s at the store this morning when the first 
drops of rain began falling, being there early 
to see about electricians to investigate where 
the Yucca current might be hiding. Fug^bou and Ezra 
who are the local experts in that field 
put in newfuses which blew'-out promptly. J hey 
then disconnected everything in t he house 
and continued their search ; getting precisely 

no where. 1 was busy in the drizzle with gourd vines and so did 









From the FRANCOIS H lGNON PAPERS, iffl-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARN INC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT._ 


araojt 


10573 


tTVOIM 


10574 


Tuesday, June 14th, 19 60. 


not s ee them when they departed, I learned at 

nooA that they had given up the job as hopeless 

and that J, H, had decided to have [ Jucca re-wired 

and a projessional electrician was sent for. He did not 

put in an appearance today, however and so'the telephone 

and typewriter tonight is working in the dark and the 

reading machine and ice box are not working but 

my birthday gift is doing just fine. Surely 

you will agree a more timely gift could never have 

been selected 

Through design, I have left the house in the same up¬ 
roar itpresented when *"ugabou and Ezra got through 
pulling things around. With no electric fans working 
and no lights except the Christmas candle, I' 
think any visitor will be discouraged'from 
prolonging any calls and by the time the professional 
electricians take over, 1 suppose the hubbub 
will be even greater, just the sort of disorder that ought 
to go far in staving off tumult so that, for once in 
my life, I am not complaining, 

Today's post brought a package from the gentleman 
heading the Wright contingent from Crockett, Texas, 
last Tuesday, My secretary reads his name on the 
return address as Dehl Wright, which is 
the first time T -ever heard of anyone bearing 
the name Dehl Although L Chockley's first name 
approaches it in Del, although, if 1 remember correctly, 
her real name is 0'dell,'or some such, %e package was 
in the nature of a 3port shirt in all kinds of 
checkerboard effect, Personally, 1 love plain 3port shirts 
about the brown of a soldier's uniform but 
I am told by people that nobody likes 

a solid color without design. This seems odd and may or may not be 

true . Be that as it may, the Crockett checkerboard 

is too much’for me but it will serve some 

good cause none the less. At this moment, the 

peacocks are complaining'■about the darkness, 1 guess, but 

they probably don't use the touch system oA their machines,,,,,,,,, 


Memorandum• 

Full summer, tempered by a pleasant breeze 
that died at sundown. 

Poor old gray Grandpa, faithful companion in death 
as in life, selected as his final resting place the 
spot right under the floor where my desk stands so that 
he might be as close as possible, During the day while the 
breezes kept the air circulating, one didn't remark so 
much upon the site but when the air ceased circulating, 
the aroma of Grandpa started .coming up through the floor 
and tonight I am missing the advantages of electric current 
wh ch might havq taken over the chore of the day's breeze and 
so made my boudoir less Oriental, atmospherically 
speaking, 

Electricians came this afternoon but they were 
of the varietythat deal only in R, E . A, high power lines and 
although they fiddled with some stuff in the g arden, 
they never so much as set foot in Yucca, I am told 
local electricians in the persons of A zra and Fugabou will 
start the re-wiring on the morrow and T hold the thought they 
m a y make sufficient progress so that by the week end, threre 
may be a measure of electric current available, 

There's nothing of much interest in today's 
post but I send along a sampling regardless ^ I so much 
like what James had to tell about the martxs that I think 
I shall use the material as something around which 1 shall 
knock off an article tonight in the dark for next Thursday's 
column. This Thursday s column, bcj the way, entitled a Dilly, will 
have to do with the Confederate flag and 1 treated the whole subject 
so flippantly, 1 am expecting ; to receive lots of fat briok- 
bats when the paper hits the street on ^y»ursduy morning, I shall 
give the martin's a twist tonight, too, that will probably 
inject enough racial consideration on the side as to 
find little favor with the hide bound. 
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Wednesday, June 15th, I960• 


Celeste got off for Hew Iberia between 7 and 8 and 
Sister is staying across the fence at J. h»'s request. 

She cane to see me this afternoon and seemed more normal than 
I can ever remember. I am told that she has definitely left 
her husband. She told me that her brother, Dan, is suffering 
from cirrhosis of the .kidney and liver and that the doctors 
say he can live about two years if he takes good care of himself 
and about six months if he keeps on drinking. I manifested 
surprise at such news and, recalling to her the case of Madam 
Regard, remarked on the adage that not even the angels in 
Heaven can foretell man's day and hour • Si3ter mentioned 
having visited June on her recent trip to Alexandria• She said she 
is a nice girl but one with whom on never can'feel close,— 
a statement to which I did not fully subscribe. *>mHe. 

I talked on the ’phone with I. S. Willard tonight. 

She said she got off the Suncay films to the developer on 
Mond a y . I asked her if I might borrow the black and white 
films if they turned out successfully, thinking I 
might impose on little Miss Lee about having 

a glossy j>rint or two madeif they turned out to be suitable for 
newspaper reproduction. I doubt very much if I. S. Willard 
has the proper camera to turn out color film up to 
reproductio,n standard for the Picayune but 1 thought 
that if the black and white came out fairly clear, I 
might send one to Warren to give him some notion as 
to the layout and some hint as to w how the thintts-might appear 
in a transparency. I wrote the Rocket last Frixlay, asking her to 

fetch along a color film, should she chance to be coming this way 
within a limited time but, of course, I haven t heard 
% anything from Iter as yet. Hie point of the 

' letter was to gipe her a date when the Spring phase of the garden 
wo Id be at it^best and pointing out there will be another period 
in deep summer when another phase might he used if she should not 
get around until then. In the event I do not see her within 
the next 10 days or so, 1 shall ask a Natchitoches professional 
to take a lick at the thing. 

I thought perhaps if the I. S. *. black and white turned out 
nicely, I might send one to the Enterprise for use, if pos3ible, in 
tue folder they may make of the u hana s 


Memorandums 

Deep summer. 

Iwrite rather later thji usual but withal in vast physical 
comfort. 

Hie professional electricians having failed to appear, 
the plantation electricians took over at dawning and by 
dint of much doings, re-wrred the entire house 
today so that tonight I have a vast current of air 
sailing Grandpa from beneath . my desk up and 
ouj of the window and ice cubes are in the making for 
subsequent refreshment. 

- i * 1 

I don t know if you have ever had the adventure 
of having a ii old house re-wired, but if so, you may 
well imagine what it is like and if you haven't, there's 
little point in trying to rehearse the business. Suffice 
it is to say that all the former wtring has to be taken out, 
baseboards torn out but cannot be done until 

armoirs, clie3ts of drawers and the Lord knows what all removed 
and then the re-wrting begun and all the stuff put 
b~ck. With the thermometer in the mid or upper 
90's and no bree 2 e by God or by man available, the 
jo was dehydrating, to say the least 

But now all is ship-shape once more, * think, and in any event, 
I am enjoying the cool stirring of air, the 
absence of randpas souvenir and the promise of some 
cold water in the offing. 

, When things were reaching Mite a pitch this morning, 

Si3ter came to see me and I entertained her out of doors 
on a bench. She left her car at Melrose and traveled 
to Baton ^ouge by bus. She po nted out that her car was old 
„»d she didn't want todrive it down yonder • If the oar, which 
looks alright, could be driven from Shreveport here, I 
h a ve no doubt it could go the balance of the w a y but the 
real reason, I am sure, is the fact that she is driving without 
a license and could take a chance getting down here from home 
without going through'too many large oomm unities 
whereas Alexandria and BatonRou e might present something 
moreinevit a ble as a hazard. She plans to stay a week or 
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two down yonder. I suppose site may take this 

opportunity to find a place in .'Jew Roads for a dwelling which 

is certainly crack-pot enough but, it is 8aid, 

she and the doctor are separating once and for all which 

may or may not be true. How is it possible to figure on 

a Mexican jumping be a n not jumping or which way it will jump. 

One of the reasons she had come to see me was to ask if she 
might return the everal dozenpictorial plate -a she had 
purchased from me two or three years ago. It seems to me 
i,hat is quite a long time for one to return merchandise 
for full credit but, again, how does one 
anticipate the doings of a jumping bean. 

There was a big row, lasting for a couple of hours tonight 
at the home of Mitchell, the axe. Among other things, he 
broke a chair over his wife's Read but that 
didn t floor her, it would seem, A little later, 
howeOer, she had a stroke and so the lady doctor was 
summoned and off to the hosppital and so deep 
summer settles over the countryside and life goes on 
its ojd and reckless way. 

Carmen called me thisafternoon for a chat but 
I made it short, what with the hurly-burly 
of the electricians and carpenters going on about me with 
so much gusto. Carmen said she and her sister were 
go.ng down to the Lester Hughes camp at 3 o'clock 
and thai they would be joined at f by cm equal, number of 
husbands. As Carmen is a maiden lady, I didn t 
ask her abouf her husband. Perhaps sherounded up somebody 
like Charles. 

I suppose it must have been an old arm a dilo or some such that 
got into the peacocks nest last night and broke up 
a ll the eggs and pulled many a feather from the bird. 

I haven't seen any of the pe a cocks all day but 

have heard them out in the pear trees and I hold 

the thought that all three may be there. I sent 

a helper tq look for them and received a report that 

one male and one female were up in the old pecane tree 

at the end of the garden but the second hen could not be located, 

but then neither could its corps so I hold the t .ouhgt 

it may h a ve survived the onslaught of last night and had found 

a cool shudey place to rest in.. 
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Thursday, June 16th', 1960. 

* 


Memorandum s 

Fair and hot, except for a grand breeze that 
assisted in evaporation out of doors. Todnight, praise 
the Lord, the electric current is functioning and so an 
effeoient fan makes my boudoir a veritable cave of the winds 
and it’s pleasant. 

I slept soundly last night but put in an 
hour at gardening this morning before 6 when I under¬ 
took putting the interior of Yucca back together again 
and had the place fairly ship-shape before 9. 

% 

I returned to gardening this afternoon, after 
a few interruptions around noon and so it wasn t until 
tonight I learned the President, although so close, is 
not going to Japan, I know not when this t. 

decision was made as I m issed news both this 
morning and this noon and it wasn't until tonight that 
I began getting caught up on what's going on in the world during 
the past 24 hours, and so much seems happening around the 
globe wity a day at this stage of things, 

, -...j us , .o e \ 

Having been out of the house so much today, 

I know not if today's Cane River Memo upset any un-Reconstructed 

Rebels or not. Somebody mentioned there was a letter 

below today's column referring to same but I shall 

not get an opportunity to explore same until the morrow. I 

assume the letter was favorable or the Enterprise wouldn t 

h a ve printed same although the paper is 

wider in latitude than mo3t newsprint sheets. 

And speaking of newspapers, the Shreveport Times find 
Kennedy and Johnson out in front for delegates 
at the Democratic convention, I continue to hodl the thought 
the former Governor of Illinois may carry off the palm but 
that doesn't seem to likely at the present moment. 


And now I think the ice cubes must have pretty well formed 
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A nigjt or two ago I did a piece for 
next ‘J-'UursdayJs paper wherein I mentioned something 
a bout my intention to put up another house 
for the martins. This afternoon, Alton's papa came 
this way to see if there was something he might do to 
fill out his day of plantation labor. 1 trotted out 
a bird x house his son had fashioned for me 
in the style of the African Rouse a few. years ago 
and the proud parent-erected a pole on top of 
which the bird house would rest • I had expressed 
hope, as I recall, that I would not be 
long in noting the new house would be 
tenanted but I was quite unprepared to notice that 
as soon a s the pole with the house on top was 
elevated and before it was made secure in the 
ground, a pair of martins swooped down from somewhere, 
as though to. inspect the new housing unit even 
before it was finished • This is the 

fourth birdhoyse in the Ghana section 
and whq a t ' with three of them already 
inhabited, I haven't a doubt that tomorrow at 
dawning, I shall see the fourth unit . 
being occupied. 

Celeste returned from Hew Iberia this evening 
but I did not see her but shall probably be brought up to 
date about the wedding festivities in Hew Iberia over 
the coffee cups in the morning • 

t 

Tonight the Association of Hysterical Ladies 
are entertaining at the old Lemee House by way of 
greeting all the local officials elected in 
Vie last g pole punching contest, —Mayyor and on down 
the line I shouldn't be surprised if this may be the first 
time a flock of the Parish politicians ever heard of 
either the Association or the old house and, 
if any of them attend, they probably will have 
forgotten all about same by another dawning since it probably 
means little or nothing to them iittex them in their 
primary scheme if life, making money • I suppose 
I may expect a 'phone report or two later 
tonight- from such as Thelma, Carmen, I. S. 

Willard, Mme. Walker or 3Uch like and I, for one, am de¬ 
lighted I declined the invitation of each toprovide transporta¬ 
tion. Receptions, at best, are so much better to 
hear about than participate in .•••••• 




Friday, June 17th, 19 60. 


Memorandum- 

Hot-hot but tempered by a brisk breeze out 
of the east ia assist in .evaporation and to waft 
Grandpa westward instead of vertically which is a great 
help in present desk work. 

, a likness of Purer to hand by today's post, 
advising me that little Miss Lee was taking 
off from the margin of the ocen for a brief moment but 
planned to be b a ck at Lyme by today. I hold the 
thought the outing may have provided novelty if not rest • 

I like Durers to keep, me posted as to Itow things 
turn. They make such dandy fillers between opportunities 
for longer .communions . 

This morning, one lingered over the coffee cups a little 
longer than usual but not doing much about the 
wedding but rather complaining about a fate that made 
batteries uncertain when a lady wants to be 
n bsolutely sure her Cadillac is working properly which 
was the big item, and, secondly, how a sister and the lady- f 

docor thought it would be alright for mother to visit at the sister s 
home for a while, therebye cutting.down hospital expenses. 

I was rather startled by a phrase which must have bben uttered 

in a momentary forgetfulness, —"you may think we are rich 

but hospitalisation cost a lot of money", —o song 

which is being sung frequently in town, I havq been told. Well, 

a nyhoooooo,.hospitalsare. expensive but it isn t fair for 

a sister and a physician to suggest a visit, etc., etc., etc., and 

the coffee wasn't exactly a success for at 

least one participant in the klotch but gave the other participant a g 
deal of satisfaction in the sheer pleasure of blowing off 3team, I bel 

iin hour later, Mitchell, the axe, passed this way, 
asking me if I would 'phone the hospital to inquire 
how his wife was doin'. The hospital connected me 
with his wife's room and I found myself talking with the daughter 
who was with her mama and so I put Mitchell on the wire. 

After he had talked a *minu •« or two, he said someone 
wanted to speak to me and, Loi there was the lady doctor who 


t 
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had chanced to he in the room. She a PP ared quite gay and said 

she was threatening to come to see me, having heard I was limping 

and not taking care of myself. I told her that that 

was an excuse 1 was using to avoid getting tangled up 

in social affairs and I did not tell her I knew where she 

got the information which was, I am sure, from the 

Walkers who had invited me to be their guest at the 

Country Club tonight for an e,arly swim and a pr olonged 

shrimp dinner, both of which I should have liked had 

I not 1 eferred "staying put" to do a d„b of weeding. It's 

so muck trouble getting rigged up in Country Club raiment that I find 

easier to remain behind the bushes in my kakis. 


'■This afternoon some ladies of Natchitoches whom 
Celeste had asked me to receive, brought with them some 
artichokes, ready for eating, each 
wrapped in foil. I left all but one at Celeste's . 
and attacked the one I brought hople with me * I like 
the vegetable but I never ate one prepared just this way. 

It had been boiled, after which an excellent 

sauce wit a cheese ingredient had been poured over the whole 

thing, the whole tiling served cold. It was 

an adventure eating it, as you may well imagine, 

what with each petal being covered with a thin coating 

of hardened butter-cheese sauce. The end of the petal 

one nibbles on had sauce almost on it although most of 

the sauce, natural ly, r emained on all t the part of each petal o 

eat* And, of course, when one reached the end of the 

petals and had scooped.out the stuff from the 

base of the_thing, there wasn't any sauce much left for 

the main or boHy part of the vegetable but there was 

nots of sduce on'one's fingers, hands, arms,.face and even some 

on my stoack which, fortunately, had been uncovered as I 

had been shXrtly, sitting on the gallery to g et out of 

range of a Grandpa aroma. It was 

pleasant to be a ble to jump into the tub readily enough after 
such a bout with It a harmless looking vegetable. 

‘ And so another week runs out and so a quiet week end 
appears to be just in the offing,but more about 
that shortly. Agaih my thanks for the JJurer message and 
may fine weather and a tangy breeze from the deep provided 
'a bracer for little M 133 Lee . 


ne does 
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Sunday, June 19th, 1960. 


Memorandum: 


4s I understand it, summer isn't scheduled to arrive 
for a couple of days but it appears to me it has a dually 
been here for sometime and the skies remain clear, the temperatures 
high. 

I got a little reading jone on Saturday night and I 
was gh d to be able to finish the J. P. Jones biography. It 
is grand that somebody has done such a thorough job and the 
research it revela will supply another biographer of John *aul 
with guide lines of vast help when somebody gets around to 
do another biography of the n a val hero in a more readable style. 

I had never read anything a bout the Jones adventures 
in Russia and so was particularly interested in that phase of 
the story. It was pleasant to run into a familiar name 
on the guest list of a dinner party.given qn one of 
the Russians battleships during the Russo-^urkish war 
in the person of Prince de Rigne * It has been so long, 
since I read the de Ligne ,mc,moires that I have forgotten any r eference 
to Jones if de Ligne did, indeed, mention him. 




Jones returned from Russia to Haris in 1789 or 1790, and 
remained in Parish for the balance of his life which ccpae within —the 
end came within a couple of years. He had had so many friends in Paris ai 
Versailles, it is arresting that he never seems to have 
concerned himself about them when the Ancien 
Regime was going through its final convulsions. One 
gathers from this biography that Jones, a remarkable 
naval hero, was primarily concerned with Jone 3 which 
may account for his lack of concern about so many 
of those in jeopardy whom he hadcounted awfriends in 
the 1780's. 


I hold the thought the week end at Lyme was as 
quiet as it was here. I must say it is remarkable that 
I saw no pilgrim today although there were ' a few 
yesterd y. 


Quite a few of my friends passed this w a y this afternoon, however, 
and nobody seemed to have remarked that today was June 19th, 


1 
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Monday, June 20th, 19 60, 


and said nothing about it, Grandually the old 

custom of making the 19th one of frolic seems to have been 

tapering off in recent years. The fact that he fell 

on a Sunday thisyear probably has furthered forgetfulness a hout this 

vanishing holiday about which nobody seems to know a ny re a son j or 

its inception in the first place. 

- Tomorrow will be the 12th day since I wrote the Rocket, 
remarking that if she should chance to be in this 
neighborhood, she might want to get a shot at the 
Ghana garden if she wants to get a maximum of color 
for the spring aspect of the place. It will be pretty in 
utumn but it will be too late then to engineer a 
transparency onto the Dixie-Roto. Up to the present writing, 

I haven't heard a peep out of the afroesaid Rocket and 

I'm accordingly glad I. S, "i'llard got a couple of 

likenesses of the place when she did. I talked with 

I ,S. W. this week end and site says the black and white photos came 

out fairly well.I have asked I. S.W. to return the 

negatives to the Alexandria studio where she had them developed 

and asked that orgian zation to make a glossy or two in order that 

I may send one to Lyme, —later in the week,—I trust, 

a>ici*a black and white to Warren to give him some notion as to what 

the place looks like. 

I stolled .aoross the fence about 7 tonight to sup 
there . ^7 le folks weren't back from town as yet but le 

Pere Antoine whom I hadn't seen in months passed that way and 
we chatted until the host and hostess arrived. Le Pere had 
beer while we broke bread and later, following a chat on the front 
gallery, le Pere saw me b a ck to Yucca, he thinking 1 his flashlight 
a better aid for negotiating the gardens than the stars by which I usualli 
set my course 

I somehow hadn't heard the daughter-in-law of the President was 
with him on his Par Lantern tour until this morning when it was 
reported the car in which Mrs. John Lisenhower was riding in Korea stalle < 
It was certainly pleasant hearing Mrs. Roosevelt on a broadcast 
out of Washington tonight. It is always such a pleasure to hear her..... 


Memorandum; 

Lovely and hot. 

I started the day off in the paint pots, what 
with four new benches to be given a couple of coats of white 
paint. Thanks to the dry air, I got both coats applied 
before the day was done and the benches distributed about the 
gardens. They look ghostly white amidst so 

much fresh greenery but withal quite pretty and will provide 
a resting place for m a ny a tired pilgim in the season ahead, I l\ 

The post contained uite an assortment of letters of 
not much interest, 1 think. Only one secretary 
put in an appearance but we did not t ake up the m-il for the 
secretary had brought a friend or kinsman with him, 
a youth of high school age, and it seemed to me 
more important to me to share the more interesting features 
of Melrose with him than to attend to secondary mail. 

Hie youth who lives in some remote section of the 
Parish and seems never to have been anywhere, demonsteated 
an education, an interest in things and a personality that 
was once arresting and refreshing. What made a 
profound impression on. me what his remark, after 
viewing various Hunters in the boudoir, opining as he did that 
he liked the pictures so much, even though it was 
evident the artist couldn't daraw but possessed such a 
wonderful color sense Such a casual reaction from 
a high school youth who has probably never heard 
of Art criticism struck me as remarkable. I immediately 
invited him to 3ee the African House murals and he 
was entranced with all he had to see. He was wearing a pert 
new straw hat with two ostrich plumes stuck in the band at 
a 45 degree angle. He removed his hat 
in deffevence to the murals that so delighted him. 

Somebody w somewhere was wiating to take him 
to him home and so he had to le^ve before getting 
as far as the Ghana murals but although pressed for 
time, he was generous enough to take the p the place 
of the secretary who had been called away, saying he 
thought it unfair for me to have given him time to see 
such interest ng things and no one helping me with 
the letters. I expect to have adequate assistance 
on the morrow anyway and to me it seemed so important that this 


hope, 


I 
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Tuesday, June 81st, I960, 


soul should have an opportunity to drink in what obviously 

pleased him so much and filled him with so much 

wonder 

■L had a call from the Newcomb Studioe of Alexandria 
this morning. It is the place I,S. Dillard uses 
for handling films, I had asked .Uewcomb to print 
the shot ofGhana which Irma had taken and they had 
prodessed and they called for some additional instructions, 

I, S, W, had told me that Newcomb ofAlexandria i3 a 

name selected by the two ladies she knew who had been 

students at 'her Alma Mater, Sophie Newcomb of Tulane, and 

that after college, they, that is the two girls, one being named 

Sutter, and 1 know not the other's, had decided to buy 

thw Alexandria 'studio with t he Rewcomb name and 

hade been operating there ever since. The one on the 'phone sounded 
pleasantly civilized and T 'invited her and her partner to make 
a round up this way when circumstances permitted for in¬ 
stinctively 1 felt that like the ebony number of even date, they, 
too, would find much to delight their souls at this bend of the river, 


At coffee this morning, my 
slide films to be taken before 


neighobr mentioned she had some color 
her films could be pr ocessed, — 


the others having been shot a t the recent New Iberia wedding. 
She wished she could find some zinnias in flower, and 


as Ghanb. offered an amplitude, she took camera in hand 

and marched in that direction. Along the way she expressed the wish 

thattheRocket would again instruct her a bout determining 

when one is in the presence of a subject suitable for 

photographing, I have heard this statement 

before and it continues striking me as requiring 

the teacher to go pretty far back if the course 

requires the training of the operator to know when 

he is or is not confronted by a subject 

worry of putting on film, 

T listened to Mr, Saxon thump that gentleman fromSweden 
tonight, obviously distressing to the racial maniacs and now 1 must 


Memorandumi 

summer, I didn t hear at what precise moment 
she arrivedbut 1 did hear that the sun rose at 
5:06 and set a 7:87, Lucky sun, —such 
modest hours. 

But the nice thing about the a dvent of summer was the 
news it brought of little Miss Lee oiiqj the report she 
had, momentarily at least, had an opportunity 
bo catch her breath, I hope the breaths were 
deep and prolonged • 

\As for local doings, things were fairly quiet 
and bedause of the heat, that was pleasant • 

Before dawning, 1 spent some time in the garden 
gathering okra, beets, lettuce and auoh like both “or 

+lh * 5"? hoU3e “ nd acro33 fence. Hie belle peppars 
ar e do'nn so nicely, ‘ r am imp tient between the time I 
gather them and when they turn up as seasoning in whatever.. 

At supper tonight there were several 
R, E, A. people and in the midst of things, J. H. 
asked me when it would be tomato time. I haaded the guess 
it would be toward the end of the week. Several 
people volonteered the fact that they had heard about 
the vegetable garden and wondered if it might be 
seen. And supper finished, it was seen and 
surprise was expressed that there w really were 
tomatoes about ready to be plucked from 
their b a by trellises. 

The reaction 1 liked best came from a sedate, self - 
made executive who most certainly had never heard of 
the 18th century, formal gardening or anything of the sort . 
he turned back after having crossed it twice and spreadinq 
his arms, declared that I sure like the way you have brought 
all this together t ward the center, making it look 
as though it must be in good order", which was his way 
of saying it g a ve him a measure of peace of mind, 

I suppose. nd if a garden achieves that, whether in flowers 
or vegetables or both, it hasn t been undertaken 
m vain. 
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Wednesday, June 82nd, 2960. 


I never ask question but I gather from table talk 
that there's another R. E. A. election in the offing and 
that the opposition is trying to elect Ben rd members so . 
by four votes-against threethey can dominate the 
proceedings. J, H,'s office continues for another 
year but whether he will continue as chairman of the 
Board if the opposition wins Saturday's election, 

I know not. furiously enough, ijhe opposition 

seems to be led by Ruth Pierson s son who is 'resident 

of theCity Bank. The opposition is spending more 

money to elect Board members representing them than 

would compensate for the use of any R. E. A • money that 

might be handled by the bank, where the R. E. A. funds 

deposited in the City Bank. It is said that power 

is the reason for the effort to get hold of the 

co-operative, but it is so difficult for one 

to imagine one crazy about power without ay thought 

of compensation that I am reminded of business men I have 

known in Manhattan who woul gladly pay Certified Public Accounts 

more than could be whittled off their taxes if only the 

C. P. A.'s could rig things so that no check or a very 

small one would go to the Tresasury. Hone of this seems to 

make any se?ise but perhaps one has to be 

engrossed in business to comprenend the satisfaction 

coming to -those who practice such efforts at leger-de- 

m a ih, 

I was out of the itouse most of the day but in s^ite of + hn+- 1 
T di* chance +* net ugh * ■'•e* ■*•> * J, e'"*nt x ’mes by 

people who kindly offered to serve as chauffeur on my 
behalf if 1 would be attend the Country Club 
dinner a tonight by the committee 
raising funds for the preservation of the old 

Seminary building. 1 understand the initial funds requested have 

already been rounded up and so I-assume restoration 
will be undertaken almost & y old time and I am 
delgghted that the old landmark will thus be preserved. 

And so the summer of 19 60 gets under way 
and may it be bubbling over with a lot of nice things for ly e.... 


Memorandum j 

Hot and dry. 

h,/ nhillt t0da - y a “ n be C an getting up a little later 

or two lonaer/ ° dd1 ^ enough laying aloft a minute 
0 A t l/V 9 9 A* 08 • for riain 9 and about 7 : 87 

Anrif f i 0r 3eUl ' l 9 and 1 attll wonder why when it 

isn't doil PP ^u'T i e hours a Me snipping 

isn t done equdly at night and morning. y 

* had . a ohance-to check on one or two letters of 

from tnAAA P AZ taUC + e t 1 oday and Recovered a letter 1 had thought 
from one person actually edme from another. J 

1 J i9d written Mary Ellen Cunningham, wife of Pevton ir 
congratulating her on her article in Charles' Times V 9 J ** 
a couple of weeks back. When a letter came from the T ime s 

1 ??t*2fl d di/V t0 h l / ! <Sr acknow i ed 9 ement of my note. It sounded 
uJinn* 1 dl ff er8nt f ron what 1 had expected but I was 

fZlt £d P llld a *?l7% aUd S ° °J lar9 ' ed tUe 3t ™' 9 »ess off to that 

first readll d hari «,° VeT f° r ° 3econd reading, after the 
V, j reader had said it was signed C. C. As 

r An d d J\i a7 L d °r y Ellen called by some nickname and 
couddn t remember it, I assumed that it was 
something beginning with a C. But on today’s 

th7n a ext'ta h ;*! M r d mV f i T3t 3eoretrar y bad skipped 
nlthiunh +1 V la * para 9 r aph - and so ended up with C.C., 

h th r,t Wa3 V* a po3t 3ori P' b Mile the main body of the 
auaUit *UIn eeU 3lgned Charles C., which strikes me as 
the r tlle ime3 and signed by Charles, 

Charles iitn h th *Charl 0 , was certainly extraeneous. Well, 
i '+Z 1 *, 3 al , lo ™ ed “ s how 119 hdd brought Fred Grace, who had 
h d iiiunk* h i m 5° /n * fiancee, and come from BatonRouge, — 
to nil.* 0 'red down C a ne“iver as far as Bermuda recently 
1° architecture features as Fred is inters ted insuch 

Tske/if l ddGd r e WaS linking of building, too, and 

Charles f C didn ’t aVA 9 * red *° wn here se f Yucca.. Why 
Charles C. didn t give-me a buzz, J know not. What he really 
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Bants, probably, is to have his prospective bride see 
Melrose and is taking this roundabout way to ejfect the 
matter * I shall respond with all the cordiality he 
hasj'ailed to show me since I began doing a column for 
The nterprise • 

• *1 I ' V* 

Gourds, a foot in length, are beginning to 
grace the vine along the front gallery and half concealing 
some of the gourds haning on the rafters from last year. 

I wa 3 arranging some runners on the vine today when a 

couple of wasps, annoyed at my presence near their domain m 

a neighboring gourd of last year, caught ye three or four good 

licks on my left hand. Being up on a step ladder, I had 

no intention of starting an argument with them and 

so descended forthwith and applied some stuff 

to the bites so that my hand is only slightly swollen tonight . 

After attending to my hand, however, I attended to the wasps 
and am quite positive they will not be attacking 
another innocent bystanders. Sometimes the gourds I 
bore holes in for the wrens get the wrong tenants and this was 
a case in point and I made a round of the entire gallery 
after that and dispose of two other gourd3 t hagmg he a vy with 
wasp occupants, 

I. had jU3t finished that little chore when Father Galahan 
put in an appearance. I hadn't seen him in several weeks 
and we had lots to talk about from bees to bees and b a ok again, cover¬ 
ing the entire field from the Yucca gallery to the Presidential 
variety. 

Celeste is always so prissy and so prone w omit anything 
about the c hurch in her stories, 1 was amazed when she related 
this one two me yesterday, and I can t recall if 1 
mentioned it yesterday or not : 

In some South Louisiana town Marie and Clothilde and 
a teen age girl were waiting in line at the confessional • 

The. young girl went in first. She confessed to the 
new prie.st, lately come from Europe, that she had 

been disporting herself too much in doing cartwheels. , , 

The priest, never having heard of that sport, said he couldn t understi 
The girl repeated and then, by way of demonstrating, threw 
herself from feet to hands, b a ck and forth, in and out of the 
confessional • Marie and Clothilde, knowing nothing 
of what the girl had said, were amazed at the performance and _ 

Marie said : — "Uais, Clothilde, this is terrible ....a new priest and 
and a new penance and me, I forgot to put on my drawers this morning ... 


Thursday, June Bird, I960* 


Memorandum : 

Hot-hot * 

• 

It seems to me I haven't seen J. H. since 
Sunday or Monday, so busy he seems to be and mostly, 

I believe, concerning the coming Saturday'8 R. E. A, 
stock holders election of Board members. I believe Mrs. 

Walker p ■“tented an account of what s cooking in today's 
Enterprise but I got no chance to read that , 

• 

Valley Electric has some sort of a Public ^elation s 
director who probably takes his orders from J * H. 

Be that as it may, I'm under the impression the job 
isn't being handled well * A case in point was 
the niving of advertising matter of R. E * Am exclusively to 
The Times recently. This may have been 

a slap at the Enterprise for the way ValleyElectric elections were 

carried through in previous years.but obviously Public 

Relations should be handled so that neither local paper should 

be alienated and nntur lly, if one p-p^r is given 

all the advertising and the other none, the latter might well be 

expected to sound no peons of praise for the Board thus discriminating 

against it * 

jls I have probably opined before, the curse of the platation 
system is to be found primarily in the fact that the master 
must of necessity do the thinking for everyone and 
so ends up expecting to do the thinking for people beyond 
the confines of the plantation and thus gets off the 
tract * It was Miss Cammie '3 greatest weakness,— 
the assumption that because she could forget things that annoyed 
her, she labored under the illusion that other 
people would forget those same things, too* And they didn't* 

* 

I understand nothing about the squabble that 
has been going on in Valley Electric for the past few 
years. I. H. claims his interest i3 simply based on a desire to 
operate the thing effeciently ajxd to the best 
advantage of the public generally • This might be 
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true although , at the same time, it would 

be remarkable that he should devote so much time and 

energy to anything not providing a substantial 

compensation. There seem to be several other people 

just ap concerned about control of the thing as J. H . , 

and notoriously not idealistic about anything, who are fighting 

with equal, vehemence, some with him, 

dome against him. I cannot help feel that there must be 
some financial pri 2 e involved in the struggle or so manji peool* 
torn?-*n't bother about all the scuffling. 

Over the coffee cups this morning, Celeste grudgingly 
admitted she was going to theSaturday election but didn t 
m nd saying she wished J. H. were not concerned with 
the cb ings. She mentioned that some of Madam Regard i, \*- Ka 
drove up from.Mansura to call on Mad'im k. at the 
‘<030 it-i in t h* n ft»rn n ocn , Celeste, herself , 

d\d not , see’them, as she was at cards t the Country Club, but they 
her there on the ’phone and so was ble to chat with her a hit, 

Sev^cl peoole re so kind today to telephone me to 
say they enjoyed the Memo on the martins. One or two 
allowed as how they could ^tand more on the 
martens. Of course, there s much that 
could be penned but instead, I thtnlf 1 shall 
perhaps do one o bird houses, directed primarily at 
the Mystexicgl ad es, — nd perhaps not, 

I dropped Warren a note this morning, saying that some 
transparencies by I, S. Willard were being sent to him 
directly so that he might »("»« notion 

-bout Ghana in relation to its surroundings. I 
told him x had not seen the transparencies but 
3hould like to and at the same time, 1 should 
like to see what theRocket could do in the^3ame line 
of endeavor but that I 

had lost tr~ok qf her assumed she had eloped with an 
Innr, in the Andes or, possibly had got stuck on an 
oil rig in the Gulf . I pointed out 
I hoped an article on +, '.*Ghana house rather than the 
Ghana garden might e ventuate . Be already hrts 
•.-'ole. .int*r* or ~"d -xterior illustrations by Ramsey 
for such an articlebut is stalling and 1 hope 
the Willard transparencies may give him a push to .make use 
of one or the oi{her pictures on this 
usbject. My note to theRocket of two weeks 
ajo today remains unacknowledged. I remarked 
in that note that th» garden to ould most phot*''*nio 
within 10 to 12 days and, assuming it has 
evercaught up with her, I think she might have 
dropped me a card saying she could or could not make it. 

Perhaps she is b a ck in South America or Shreveport or 
any place. One thing is certainly 1 have not 
qualms about sending other illustrations under the 
circumstances .•.••••• 


Friday, June 24th, I960, 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and steaming until 4 this afternoon when 
the heavens rattled exceeding and g a ve forth one measely tenth 
of an ijich of sprinkle. Coming in 

the afternoon and what with no sunshine following it, the suggesti 
of moisture will linger until the morrow and 
give vegetation refreshment if not growth and it 
is pleasant in the. low 70’s, x he sky, still over¬ 
cast, will perhaps give us a other sprinkle, I hope, 

Mrs. Walker called this morning to say that 
she would much like to bring a young lady to Melrose 
this afternoon. The latter is Anne Clark, an English 
girl who is currently in the Cane River 
country studying fp.rm mechanisation, of all things, 

I allowed as how either between 2 and 4 or 6 and 8 would 
be just fine but that neither time should 
impinge on 5 to .6, it being the supper hour and 
too many of the wrong sort of people about, 

Mrs. Walker and Miss Clark arrived promptly 
at 5* I still .don't 
understand people. 

I found Miss Clark an attriactive college 
girl and nothing about her except 

her good sense to suggest she might be a farmerette or 
interested in manipulating farm machinery about which 
she seemed to know much. T must confess, 
however., 'that T am easily impressed on that score, 
knowing nothing about such matters. The 
ladies departed at 6:30* 

The artist called me about 11 this 
morning to say that n when Jackie got up" she saw 
the peacocks crossing the public road, —Bermuda, f 
and heading for the cotton field behind the artist s 
house. Hot having the least ida where 

the hands of the clock might stand "when Jackie got up , I inquirt 
about that point and learned "it was somethin like 7 or 8 o clod 

The peacocks had breakfasted .at 5:45 and nothing 
op peared.to.be .biting them. Why they suddenly should 
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decide to take first to the public road 

and thence to the cotton patch, 1 haven't the least 

idea • About 8 this afternoon, some 

of the boys reported seeing them in the cotton field hard by 
Gh a na, about as far to the Hast at that point as they 
had been toward the west, in the morning . Assuming that 
they knew what they wanted and knowing them to be 
quite capable of jumping b a ck over the fence if they 
cared to returned to Yucca, I left it to them 
to follow, their own. impulses. What with Mesdamcs Walker and 
Clark here at 6 when the peacocks usually pup, 

I did not see themThis is quite a new 

wrinkle in their deportment, after all these months 

of contented domesticity around Yucca but 

far he it from me to try to influence them to 

come home if they prefer exploring the great 

wide world wn their own hook. 

There's another curiosity must report 
in the field o the quadropeda • Sometimes the cow- 
boya keep their horses in the wood lot adjoining the gourd 
garden and there is a watering trough in the wood lot which sometiv 
provides the gourds with ample water when the trough 
runs over and beneath the fence. assumed some cowboy would 
turn on the faucet and then forget to turn it off but I was 
wrong, as I discovered this morning when working in 
the gourd garden near the watering trough which chanced to be 
empty, one of the saddle horses sauntered up, 

and having sniffed and found no water, blandly took the faucet han c 
in his mouth and turned on the water. It would have 
been too much to expect him to turn it off when 
he had drunk his fill, — and he didn't. 

I must speak with the cowboys and congratulate them 
on the training of their mounts and, a t the same time, 
suggest they carry the training just one step further, 
don t you think so • 

It is said we shall h a ve Sister with us this 
week end. $he is said to be heading North from 
BatonSou e where she ha3 been visiting her 
brother who reports her face continues twitching 
notice a bly and that 3he seems in a highly 
erratic state of mind. It sounds 

like a dull enough week end but I hold the thought 
it may not be the same in Lyme.......... 


Sunday, June 86th, I960, 

t 

Memorandum : 

Steamy. 

Saturday's post did not go forward because 
the clerk took it upon himself to close the store 
and take whatever mail was to hand and post it in 
Natchi toches, all id thout saying a word in advance, so 
thence to where ever they were, having the Valley Electric 
election where he remained until afternoon. I 
fiddled around on the gallery of the store for half an hour, 
not knowing of his departure, after which 1 returned here 
with the out-going mail which had.come to hand from 
my typewriter but n ver will get going until tomorrow's 
routine gets into motion. Suffice to say that 
J. E.'s faction seem3 to have won the election. 

But the weather's the thing andw e really have 
had quite a lot as between Saturday and now, including 
three inches of rein which is just grand. 

2 he Weather Bureau issued tornado warnings on a line 
100 miles east of a bee line from Shreveport to Beaumont 
which' takes in this area. About 2:30 it rained 
mightily a nd suddenly in the midst of ii, one qi iok 
puff of air, lasting not a second, and that was 
all of the wind but the rain continued until nearly 5, 

I could see the puff had blown down some butterfly lilies 
a nd bananas in front of t/je bouse. I journeyed farther 
afield and discovered about a third of the huge old 
peoane tree behiiid the loom house, the one grafted 
fifty years ago by J. H. Henry while his wfe, Canmie, 
held a lamp and I shall never know why they should have 
been grafting a tree after dark unless they were anticipating 
my inclination to weed at night. 

In the wo od lot, adjoining the bulb garden, three large limbs 
were also torn off. I guess they weren't any more than 
10 inches in diameter but the big old limb from the 
first tree was as big around as a human torso and the 
amount of smaller limbs carried with it astonishing. 


• • > » » 


l 
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^ome>of the trellises, were blown about a little but 
I got most of them back into shape alright. A dozen or 
30 sunflowers in front of Ghana were flattned out, 
snapped off where tied to t/je fence, or snapped off at 
the bottom where they weren t tied. Nearly all 
of the others were flat on the g round but I straghtened them up 
n nd what with the ground being soft from ail the rain, 
they will go on growing as usual. In he mean time, 

I gathered myself a fine bouquet of the sunflower blossoms 
on the 3talks that were broken and tonight I have 
a fine bouquet that Vinoent van Gogh would envy. They 
are.gracing the fireplace in the living room and 
look altogether charming. As the stalks were a bout 
15 feet in height when flattened, T could make 
the stems as long as I pleased and so I cut them abou 3 
or four feet in length and they really do look pretty 
in their new setting. 


Sister blew in n bout 3:30 on Saturday afternoon an her 
way northward, having come from Bat) n Rouge. &he seemed 
muchas usual, more erratic at sometimes than others, and 
her face, I am told, is twitching madly. She 
planned to ^remain for several days but some girl called her 
from Shreveport a nd she decided she would go on home 
a nd then "come b a ok about Wednesday for a visit". God forbid. 


A friendly letter fromWarren, retuning the I. S. Willard 
transparencies, puzzles me in'part. He remarks as they 
haven't the means to develope the type of transparency la "illard 
submitted, they are unable to give much of-an oppinion about 
them. The f.,ct that I. S. W. could seem them 
perfectly and the fact that the Picayune has lots of means 
to deal in transparencies, leaves me wondering and 
I am sending the latter to I. S. W. Warren also 

inquired as to where Carolyn mgihf be, asked me to get in touch with 

a;jd added he wants to do the story I suggested on Plantation 

outbuildings if he only had the pcitures and 3 f tory. Re 

has had both during the past six months and I'm 

quite at sea as to what he is driving at. He fell in love 

with Vienna and wants to tell me al 1 when I have time to listen. 


Mrs, c harles Dandrige of &aton Rouge who had asked me for Erwin 
material, wrote to thank me and to opine 3he djould do something 
on me. ffotwanting to bother with her on a visit, 1 sent her some 
material by mail, for the Advocate, giving a cL plicate to 
Ora who wants to do something for theShreveport limes and 
so the week end finishes and begins, and withal, busy .. 


Monday, June 87th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

A lovely summer's day. 

Today's mail was bountiful and I read none 
of it except a card from Lyme which delighted 
me by •bringing news of little Miss Lee whose 
days are bound to be piled high with demands at 
this season, as I can well imagine. A card now 
and then 'gives me assurance that all cylinders are 
hitting and I urge that other correspondence be 
not attempted until a lull surprisingly 
• developes. 

I think I meittio'ned • in Friday's memo that the peacocks 
had betaken themselves to the cotton fields beyond 
the Bermuda road. 'They returned Saturday morning, looking 
soaked and be-draggled and were content to 
remain at home all Saturday and all day Sunday. After 
a fine breakfast this morning, they took off again 
and about 8, the Urtist called to report them as 
being sighted at the honkey-tonk and asked me if I wanted 
to go after them. I did not. If they want to 
ramble, that's alright, so far as I am concerned. I 
• have lots of things to do and chasing peacocks these days is 
not one of them. Eventually they will be 
grabbed by somebody thinking tTifeh’ dkin to 
turkey and as suitable for the roasting oven but 
the disappointment will be great when the de-pluming 
/»1 benins. Emmet continues earnestly uarkinn on the 

two peacock' eggs and 1 can only imagine 
the surprise on both ducks' faces if young 
peacocks should come into being. In the 
mean time, if the big peacocks want to road - 
rinjf — far be it from me to assume the 
role of peacock minder. 

There seems to be news about 


t 
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p, S, I attach a leaf from a plant I think may be 
, Sweet Ba 2 il but I'm not sure, It is quite 
*■ * fragrant when plucked but 1 know not if it will retain 

its mint-like perfume . 


It 598 


Tuesday, June 28th t 1960, 


Howard V/olf-Hieman-Uarcus and the proposed 
creation of plantatio'n primitives once more, I 
ran through the thing very sketchily and shall try it 
again on the morrow. As near as I could comprehend 
from the kangarooing of the letter today, it appears 
August l3t is suggested as a likely date for the 
initial 3tart on the 1961 line of designs, I 
shall send a response about Wednesday, after having gone 
over the letter more carefully tomorrow, 

I did not see the lady at coffee^ this morning. She 
had taken off for Alexandria in search of a nursing home 
for mother. At supper, J, H, remarked she seemed 
pretty pleased with what she h d *o °ee n n^ )hen 

the next move will be made, T know not. It is felt that 
if the lady is moved to Alexandria to a nursing home, 
hospital expenses will be cut in half and Madam 
Regard's oth -/• trie daughters will find it more con¬ 
venient to be with their mama, I can but ponder as 
to the advantage of Science in its discovery of ways 
to extend the life expectanoy of the aged when the 
costs and trouble 'seem to be in excess of anything the patient 
or those responsible for■ the patient care to bear • 


ktterruption, 


A be-lated secretary passing thi3 way enabled me to 
run through the Hirsch letter which I accordingly enclose 
so you may keep abreast with things, I 'find it 
amusing that Warren on Saturday and Martin today speaks 
of the Rocket and I find it interesting to learn 
she plans returhing to Peru in mid August, How seldom 
do we hear direct and such information so undependable, 
and how inevitably we get her schedule regardless from 
perhaps older and better'friends. 

And so the week begins turning and 
some here along theway may little Mi3S Lee be able 
to catch a breather now and then,,,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

A lovely hot summer's day. 

Delight bubbled over the coffee cups this morning, the 
lady being enormously pleased with the nursing homes she had 
, inspected yesterday in theAlexandria area and with the one she selected 
as the place for her mama's recuperation, u /»e said the lady 
doctor had offered to make the trip down with Madam 
Regard by ambulance but it was thought her hospital nurse 
would be ju3t as suitedfor the trip and Celeste would drive 
ahead ofjthe ambulance, spend the day with her mama, remain 
over night and then return here Thursday and I agreed to play 
my accustomed role of master of the hound during the interim 
I'wa 3 frankly surprised at 3upper when J, H, remarked that 
Celeste was eighty unhappy about the move to the nursing hi.me, 
was implying that J, H, was trying to force Madam Regard 
out of the Natchitoches hospital, etc,, etc,,etc, I am 
at a loss to make up my mind about the mental stability of so many 
people I encounter and I have no doubt that they, in turn, after 
a contact with me, feel the same way, 

• - - • 

x he enclosure from Robina from which 1 have detatched an 
address, speaks for itself, I'm so glad that Aunt 
Willie presented Caroline Briarwood Bormon w ith 
a new horseless carriage, As for the observation about 
Carrie letting the colored girl drive the mile or two to 
Saline to do shopping or pick up the mail, T ca n only 
recall thatMiss Dormon at one time enjoyed a measure of fame 
for the nonchalance with which see operated a car, in fact, 

I believe Carrie was chauffeur on the famous New rleans jaunt 
which, among other things, put that particular car and 
its passengers, including Miss Cammie, Sister, etc,, into the ditch, 
so perhaps the new car will get something of 
a relaxation when the colored girl instead of Miss Dormon 
lays hold , upon the wheel • 

1 “he peacocks did not appear for breakfast this morning on 
the Yucca gallery but later in the morning I discovered them 
at Arenbourg where they seemed quite contented although a 
bit ruffled as to plumage or is it plumeage, Well, anyhooo, 

I hadn't the slightest intention of trying to persuade them to 
give up their new habitat and, I take it they are still 
resting there tonight • 


f 
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p. S. —'this morning, on reaching 
t discovered, 1 had not addressed 
little Miss Lee and so requested 
by hand while the postman waited 


the s tore , 

the envelope to 

the clerk to do so 


IO((QO 


Wednesday, June 29th, 2960. 


On Saturday night, when I tuned in for a 7 o'clock news 
program, M was impressed to hear invitation to learn signing off 
as from 6:30 to 7, h a ving discussed Shaw’s Arms and the Man, Last 
night, by sheer chance I stumbled on to the same Station——WWL$ 
presenting *haw'a St. Joan, one third being given each successive 
night. And tonight 1 shall make it a point to listen to 
the second part. I recall the Theatre Guild’s 
presentation of the play and how well it was done, but 
oddly enough, 1 recall even more vividly the pleasure 
I U3ed to have in reading the Preface to this play which, as 
I recall, was about three time3 the length of the 
play itself, so far as pages in the book went • I 
liked last night's actors, —and Irish-English collection, 

I believe, and J recognized the names of not one of them • 

A 3 I recall, A.Scourby , esquire, did the bishop of Beauvais or 
some such a year or two ago on the Mew York 3tage in the 
same vehicle but I never did know if that presentation was 
a success • 

I received a home baked pound cake and some home made 
dill pickles from Mrs. Spinks of Crockette, Texas which I 
found delioious. She seems like such an interesting person 
in domestic and horticultural matters. She is one of those 
people whom 1 scarcely know in person but enjoy corresponding 
with very ljuch. I believe it was a year or two 

ago little Cammie brought her, her husband, her son and somebody 
on a Saturday night about first dark after, by telephone, 1 
h a d denied them entrance. Our chat was brief, my 
hands muddy and the greetings began and ended within five minutes 
on ihe front 'gallery. - 1 saw her and her family a s econd time 
last pilgrimage but only casually, since one sees nobody really 
when five hundred other people are. buzzing around . 

I wish little Miss Lee a nd I were guests of the Spinkses, 
what with the night so peaceful, and the promise of pound cake and 
a goblet of buttermilk all around and walnuts dropping from . 
the branches above • 

I saw Blythe at the g ate for a few minutes this afternoon. 

She didn't get out of her car. She had come up alone and 
had had the artist helping her fix up the camp in anticipation of 
a big 4th of July week end. She invitedjne over for supper 
on Saturday night and 1 may and I may not go .. 


Memorandum : 

Hot and humid • 

It must be summer • This evening the air 
planes began dusting the cotton and there will be a 
follow-up with four or five more planes doing the same 
thing at dawning, it is said . 

Well, Dot and Dash put in an appearance 
this afternoon about 3 o'clock. I was going to the 
store about 3 o'clock when L met them at the cattle 
gap in front of J. H.'s house, they apparently having 
come down the Bermuda road instead of hopping over 
the fence into the white garden • I must; say the public 
road is a fine place for peacocks. 

I transacted my business at the store w thin 
ab oi it five minutes but I did not see any peacocks 
as I came back t rough the gardens but discovered 
them waiting for me on the *ucca gallery. I 
have never seen two hungrier birds and it is the more 
surprising since they seldom eat more than a few mouthfuls. 

But they attacked a large hand-out of cracked corn as 
though they had never seen food before, followed by a 
corn bread biscuit and.a white biscuit and no end of 
crackers. Occasionally I see an eye gli7iting through 
the screendoor from where I 3it as I tap on 

• 

this machine and I'm sure it is the eyes of Dot and u ash, 
asking for more. Perhaps one *r eason 

why one sees comparatively few peacocks around the country 

is because theyare forever wandering off. I suppose 

Dot and v ash will be repeating t eir act shortly, too, 

but at least they have discovered where the food bag 

remains and now that the airplanes are dealing death on 

insects, 1 shouldn't be surprised if living off 

t e land in their travelers might become more difficult although 

that factor, —or any other, —will 

scarcely teach them anything for I think 

their gray matter is as limited as the size of 

their body, so amazingly small for any living thing 

possessed of so much plumeage. 












\ 
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The up-shot of all the c vmotion yesterday about 
finding a pleasant m rsing home for Madam Regard 
ended up by taking her to the Alexandria home this morning, 

1 suppose I shall see Celeste on Friday and may get a report 

then. 1 suppose there mill be much family 

around by then, too, what with the 4th just 

in the offing and,I, for one, will be 

be delight d when July 5th dawns again and a semblance 

of routine has been re-established 

Ora called me this noon to say she had written 
a piece about Ghana garden with a view to sending it 
to the Shreveport 1‘imes and read same to me, thought 
it sounded quite good . Whether the u hreveport imes will 
or not is anothe matter. 

Tonight s radio news suggests Kennedy seems to have 
the Democratic nomination in his pocket, I have 
only one objection to Kennedy and that is, if he becomes 
the Democratic standard bearer, I doubt if he can 
win the Presidency, t»i « case of 

the Repu lican standard bearers, on the other hand, my 

only objection to Mr, Mixon is that I'm 

afraid he can beat Mr. Kennedy. I ought to be 

able to get a lit of reading machine time in between 

the Conventions and the election for one thing is 

certain, I'm not going to spend my 

summer listening to politicians blow off steam» 

Juanita B. called me this morning toask a favor. 

6 be wants Carrie to paint her a magnolia at a price 
not le33 than one hundred dollars or more either. I am 
asked to persuade the lady to do the job. If I 
don t succeed by mail, Juanita B. asks if D will 
drive up to Briarwood.with her some day for a personal 
assault,. I shall be glad to. 

So iuch more to chatter a bout but this mu3t do for 
the moment........ 


Ihursday, June 50th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

A pure summer's day and hot. 

Dot and Da3h continue eating as though they 
hadn't had a mouthful in a week. 

About 6 o'clock this morning, Olyte arrived 
bearing a box which J. H. had ordered delivered 
to me. I contained 8 white <. 

guineas, perhaps half grown, —about the sise 
of quail• My thought was to keep them in¬ 
carcerated for a bout a week and accordingly put them 
in a coop but the clerk, passing this way, and 
always eager to attend to everything, both on 
hi3 side of the road , and mine, put in an <■ 
appearance with suggestions, and I blandly 
walked away, leaving the thing to be attended to properly. 

I must confess I laughed i.n my beard thi3 afternoon 
when I discovered that all the guineas 
had escaped from the coop and where they 
may be tonight, I know not. It will give 

me so much satisfaction to refer to the effeciency displayed when 
in a day or two, inquiry is made as to how 'the guineas are 
doing. 

Blythe, according .to my agents, passed this 
way, en route to her camp, this morning with three or 
four ladies. I had a feeling she would 
probably pass this way this fternoon- but she 
didn t At supper J. H. -remarked that Blythe certainly 
was enjoying the camp. He^said he had spent consider ble 
time with her during the afternoon. For J. H. 
to have called at a camp on the river is extraordinary. 

I have no doubt he was glad of the opportunity to talk 
with her about the Shreveport 

doings of,which I have heard nothing since Sunday, 

I heard the third and final part of St. Joan 
last night and was delighted to have my memory refreshed 
as to its excellence 

1 All week I have been a little at sea about radio 




* » » 
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Friday, July 1st, 1960, 


» 

programs which seem to have been undergoing their seasonal 

reshuffle . " ‘■he'orld 1 onight" which J- had been hearing 

at 7 now moves up 15 minutes and, much to 

my pleasure, Eric Saver,ei from London come on the 

air for five minutes at 7 o'clock. I 

heard no. announcements concerning any changes 

in programs and there must have been lots of 

people who didn't notice anything a bout the changes, if, indeed, 

the newspapers mentioned it. on Monday 

night, the first third of St. Joan was presented 

over WffL, Alew rlcans, at 9 o'clock and 

it was announced that the second third would be presented 

on the following night, and the third third on the next night. 

*nd so these two boradcasts did appear but, without 

announcement, the two last thirds were presented at 8 o'lock 

instead of the 9 o'cloak of the first which might 

easily have lead me to miss the last two but, fortunately 

didnthe rains of last week end did. wonderful things 

for the graS3 in .he vegetable section but vt pulls 

up easily enough and the vegetables and flowers are 

even out-growing the grass. In the ice box 

awaiting me when I have attended to some mail is 

a salade I stirred up for myself along. :i bout 

first dark, —and dL 1 the stuff except the condiments, 

from the Ghana garden, —tomatoes, f estooned with 

raw carats and radishes, slices of belle pepar, all 

on tender leaf lettuce and a sprinkling of parsley. And 

that with a bumper of Tender Leaf tea, and I 8hall be 

n ble to take the 10 o'clock news either standing 

or flattened. 

The enclosures speak for themselves. 1’he one signed 
Dehl is from Dehl Wright, a friend of Mrs. 

GpinkI don trecall if I mentioned yesterday that Andy 
brought me a new little black u randpa 

to take the place of the late lamented gray one. The new one is 
a much younger brother of the big balck Grandpa, 
now a bout a year old and these brother cats 3 eem to realise 
their common parentage and hit if off just fine. 


And now to some labor and thence to repose 


Memorandumi - t 

Around 1 00 this afternoon, around 80 tonight 
and I mind it not at all. 

I suppose the humidity was fairly 
high but tkedampness of my shoulder'was even greater 
at coffee time this morning. Hie lady allowed herself 
the extravagance of tears half a dozen times during the endless 
half hour. ffebody knows, I am told, how dreadful it 
is to have to make decisions and nobody can appreciate what she has 
had to go through to decide that mother should be tansferred to 
a nursing home • The home itself is very nice, — 
more tears, —but the approach, to the home is through a section 
that isn't at all pretty and more tears. 


interruption, 


"Aside from the pleasure of hearing your 
voice ,"—a phrase that strikes me has having been 
used before by the M ocket who was calling from Mew Orleans. 
She has not one but two nephews with her and she feels 
they ought to have the full benefit of instruction in sailing 
which she is providing for them somewhere a round 
Hew rleans. Why these two.youths living in 
Texas, hundreds of miles from the coas.t, should reap 
a ny great advantage in being instructed how to sail, 

I wouldn't know', and, naturally didn't ask • 

But the "aside from the pleasure of hearing your voice" 
had to do with plans for do-ing^a Hunter film. It seems 
that the Rocket while either in Marshall or Hew Orleans, — 
or, for that' matter, where mightn't she have been, indulged 
in a three way telephone conversation with *artin as 
one of the participants and Howard Wolf in Hew ork the 
third • The talk' revolved a bout the doming angle and 
it was said that Dupont might want to buy the.film, if made 
sine? it is quite possible the Dupont will want the f a bric 


t 
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Sunday, July 3rd, 2960. 


designs of the Wolf creations, while Wolf or 
Hieman-Marcus or somebody might want all the 
other designs for dress materials* A flock of 
magazine, know-towing to big advertisers like Hup on 
will allot large story space and much illustrations 
on the general subject, of Plantation Primitives and 
Cane^iver and Hunter in particular. And therefore, what 
did I think about giving up the Peru trip inAugust 
or should it be carried through. I allowed as how I 
thought it d n't matter, just so long as one thing 
was undertaken and carried through to its ultimate con¬ 
clusion. That was agreed to, which, you and I realize, 
doesn t mean ithing, and so it was further agreed 
that the^ockct and I would have a conference prior to the Wolf 
descent on the fold, assuming that by that time the 
ne-pheips will have completed their course of instruction 
in sailing. Imagine. . 

• *- 

Inauiry was made about the garden and a vague 
apology for not having made it* in* time* for the early summer 
shots. 1 brushed that aside by 3aying that that 

work had been achieved and that perhaps There would 
be something to be done when the Hunter film u>a3 wbeing 
turned and the autumnal aspect of the gardens 
had taken on another phase for delighting the eye. 

I guess that was all there was to it, except that the 
Louisiana'^oday magazine, advertised for* autumn, will not 
appear until Christmas, with Hiss Ramsey as Editor. Ihat 
*Christinas date ,is pretty funny, too, although whioh 
Christmas wasn t mentioned, and to that I ahall 
merely add that T had to order some primitive note paper 
recently and 1 apologized for disturbing anybody in 
the Advertising *art, —in my order, and today 1 
got the merchandise by parcel post and, promptly 
as bill3 always arrive, a bill for same, although I haven't 
heard a peep about Forestry article or the 
adver sting copy for ElCamino Real, etc., etc. 

i6’- ‘‘C ’ ' • "' • 

i J. J. 3pent the day in Shreveport, the *enks having 
decided to get a legal separation which both J, H. and I 
both feel would settle nothing and only lead to more 
confusion but he is letting Shreveport battle out that one. 

And Monday with be the 4th and onTuesday a couple of 
conversation s will go forward again after a day s interim..... 


Memo randurn} 

t w • i • 

TyvicdL July 4th weather, dazzling sunshine 
and hot-hot. 

My thoughts have been turning so frequently d uring the past 
48 hours in the direction of Lyme, wondering if there was 
a big hejira in the works and if a measure of fresh air would 
be available . 

' J i ’ • ' • / , $. 

, ,Thus far, it has been comparatively quiet in these part 

although along a bout Tuesday there will be another 
pow-wow at this bend of the river, —the merahent -planter, 
the Shreveport andHatvn Rouge members of the family joining 
together to confer on what I do not know. According 
toCarmen, the Shreveport papers have carried a notice that 
the physician is asking for divorce from his wife and 
custody of the children. What comes after that is any ody's 
guess. The bag should be put in an insituttution but the need 
for that has existed for the past quarter of a century at least 
and ioherether the realization of the need ia any closer or 
not, I wouldn t know. v 

Blythe JaonFrantz and ftiri&m Johnson came up to t he camp 
on Saturday and invited me to Sup with them at the camp which 
I accepted. Tt was all very pleasant, the food wonderful and 
the Walk home across the cotton field under a waxing moon 
was delightful from every angle 

i ? i i f, - 

The Louisiana Legislature is in prolonged week end 
recess and Ed Rand came up on Saturday, f ter no on to rest at 
the camp but, a 3 hereturned bbome before dark, I did not see him. 
Blythe smad Ed is so disgusted wmth the perfor lances 
of the Legislature that he finds himself wondering why he 
ever ran for Representative . Je declares that once is too much 
a nd that he will nver get tangled up in such chicanery 
again. 

Miriam Johnson is secretary to some medical group inAlexandria 
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Monday, *uly 4th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


and brought word of Madam Regard from her new doctor in 

che Alexandria neighborh, Dr, &proul, who reports Madam Regard 

aa being just fine and reli3hing her new surroundings and 

withal as happy as a clam, l'o my surprise, Celeste hasn't been 
t 0 ™ l° 3ee o k ?r mother this week end but expects to spend Tuesday 
with her. Perhaps it is just as well that Madam Regard 
J! ?!+* of other people and less of her localdaughter who 

is highly emtional at the moement and on ,euery occasionai 
possible, weeps on my shoulder, pointing out that 1 have no idea 

i" n e Wftkout one 3 mother in the house, etc., etc. I 

think of the 9 or 10 year old child who becomes the center of 
attention by the means of tears and then tends to work the afvrdsaid 
°sars on every occasion possible. J 

Miss j'r.lLVn 0 ?**J z Jt e tler tke about her mama from 

Jiss Johnson and she decided then and there she must go over 

t0 9et a P erao,i to^eraon account and so ahc went 

t , remain lo . n 9 as 3lle /lad a couple of parties on for the 


If only 1 might have been able to share some of 
the peace and quiet that wasmine all day with- little Miss 
Lee whose holiday probably wasn't all peace and quiet. 

It seems remarkable that I never saw a read runniner all 
day long. I even got a little reading done which is even 
more remarkable although I must confess I had to sacrifice 
some "must s tuff" on this keyboard to h a ve a go at 
the disc section, 

At coffee this morning, Pat and Juanita B. passed 
by next door and we all had a dab of conversation before 
they went on to tow, after an early morning trip to Cloutierville 
to put 3ome furniture in the house down yonder which they had never 
askecfor in the first place but which had been dumped on 
them out of a clear sky a few months back with the request 
that a notarised statement be given Sister tq 
indiqated they were in possession of a child s bed they 
didn t want. 

Perhaps, the quiet of this week end.was a divinine 
gift of rest in anticipation of a hurly-burly that is 
in the books for tke morrow when Sister will arrive and 
for a conference with her two elder brothers which will 
take place on Wednesday evening when the Baton-Rouge 
contingent will pull in. 

, Edith Porterof Shreveport, visiting Carmen this week end, 
'phoned this morning. The hope had been expressed 
earlier that X would receive Edith today b t I had hedged 
at the zime and this morning I lied and said there was too muck 
family about to think of visitors. Edith said she 
had read in theShrev'.port papers that legal proceedings had 
begun, brought by Dr. "enk for divorce with the equest that 
he be given custody of the children. From the con¬ 
ferences that have gone before, one assumes that Sister will 
not contest the matter. Vhat the "ednesday conference is all a bout 
I know not, but I assume it will k a ve to do with 


jternoon and so was in a slow hurry. 

The ladies came over from the camp about 5 o'clock this 
fternoon to chat and to visit the^hana garden and to invited m 
or supper at the camp. 1 told them I would appear by 
o clock or not at all. I got bogged down across 
he fenoe a little after 7, however, and ther.e was another torre 

’1 Hit n*/ 03 ^***, 8 ° ° l0ck ie S° r * 1 9 ot out from under the c 
o aid not got to the camp for 3 upper but took a 

Tt aC J!L 0 v- t/le ,' ?l00n drenched gallery instead, and withal 
ikmyiit.big old bees bussing from morn' 'til night, 
could hear speed boats tearing up and downtke river 

U kr>iZ r il 3e J he uV'tt t % aw n0b0d v except flytke and associates 
kola th-e thought that I may be as luck on tke morrow for 

have no end of stuff I si mply must do on this machine 

•* «♦**»« <=*- 


znougn, together, they are expert in mixing me up. 

called to say that a ll the men folks is pl a nnin' 

J in it Jkt and . tke V say they a in t gvipe to let hone of the 
la^y folks go to their barbecue which is to be held 
on Little River. The artist thought it quite a 
good move h-oa^se, as she interprets it, there are always 
a lot of ladies who think the n£n folks .ca,n have. +u. 

food an J d drMu, itS.ut tu.n. iVJi i°f reporting Ue 


(jlqrious^ourth an$ tomorrow on this keyboard I shall 
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where Sister will make herabode, onoe she has succeeded 
in divesting herself of husband and children. All 
I do know is the fact that perhaps her two brothers and 
possibly her legal adviser who is h/hitfiled °(U3k, 1 suppose, 
feel that Sister should not think of setting up housekeeping 
inShreveport where she might annoy her husband, children, former in¬ 
laws, etc,, eto, I hope to get the General's ear before 
her final disposition has been determined for I think the 
General has nq notion as to the tenseness Sister s presence here 
adds to v, H, s c c se• Celeste, like everybody else, knows 
that if Sister should come here to live, it would be 
but the shortest time before Sister andCeleste were into 
e a ch other's hair which, in turn, would add even greater burdens 
to J, G,'s present cares,, "hnnever Sieter is here, 
she natural ly prefers to staying in the big house as opposed to 
staying z cross the fence . <f, **,, accordingly, in fear of a dozen 
things that might happen, never relaxes during the night and makes 
constant trips bach and forth to .see if things are rviet, dieter 
should, of cerse, le put into sene sort of cn asylum but 
that, too, would represent only a temporary stop-gap for she has 
never been able to entertain herself a.nd her propssity of 
keeping the pot boiling is so firmly established, 
she will undoubtedly be hard at that line of endeavor where ever 
she may land. Well, within the 

next few days, we ought to know what new pattern will he 


line of endeavor where ever 


next few days, we ought to know what new pattern will he 
offered for use, albeit temporary, at most, 

i8ter is supposed to a rrive here on the morrow, bright and earl 
tomorrow, Celeste will hee d out to spend the day with her mama 
and onfednesday, she has an all dey frolic at cme e mp on 
the river so that she will miss, much of tie c'ov.ncticn 
id 11 the Ji r.nrys will be dining a t the big house and T, for one, 
will be awfully busy at weeding garden and such like, 

*he Walkers have invited me to be their guest at the 0 ountryCluh 
on the 15th, when swimming will be in order, after ( 
which a seafood dinner will be in the curds. x leven t 
exactly declined < s yet .but...,,. 

~ x vx s glad to *ct‘ioi today 'let jot -c r 'A sh decided to 
u vi id riud ru;T in „ ^ucr if ti c cool cf -be 
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Tuesday, July^ph, I960, 


Msmsraudumt 

Bet, 

I feel sorry for the pssplg but even usrs for tbs 
vogstatisn i» tbs BatsnBsngs arsa mbsrs tbsrs bas bss* 
littls sr usraiu tu weeks, I find it a,littls t 
mers interesting than tbs Usual arsp devastations thatrssuit 
frsn prolougod drought Ussanse it is fruu Bum Orleans ts 
a littls usrtb of Batsu^sugs that sugar is prsdnssd and 
what with tbs threat sf sgttiug off tbs Cuban inpbrts 
i i Washington while tbs s gar aaus dries up iu Louisiana 
strikes us as quits a twist sf Fats, * 

.. , , n i(' i ' - tt*. its 1 *5 ® • 

1 used ts thin that ssuth Lsuisiaua had usrs raiu than 
this s eetieu but it sssus tbs auuual raiufull is beUt 
tbs sans,in bstb ssot tens. Up here it dess uest sf its 
raining in tbs winter uentbs, with ssupardtiuelg dry t tuss 
during t^s suuusr ukieh suablss psspls ts raits sstteu 
which eauust stand nUsh rain. In ssuth Lsuisiaua, however, 
the vast aueunt sf rain sense during the suuusr Months 
and it is in sunnsr that angar aaus has ts bass ample nets turn 9 — 
hease sngar down senth and sstteu Up north, 

— • »** 

Sister arrived this -naming bsfsrs dinner, •Ibnsw net 
hew ieng she plans ts rsnaini She aduissd ns that she bad 
given ns uuuber fsr iupertamt Sh+eveport sails tonight 
and ss 1 suppose she will be honoring no with firslanged sittings 

toms tine between new, 10, — and nidnigbt, > 

"■* * •• a '* 

Ur, ffngsnt sf Pssria arrived unanueuueed this 
afteneen withhis daughter, M « says bs has purchased 
property sn Cans *iser and mssdsd areas along 'tbs 
Bata itoehss-Jlany reads and plans bat Id tug a 'X % ! 

boms sn one, sf tbs properties and a s anp sn tbs ether, starting 
this autuuu, I liked tbs Nugents very nUsb and it 
will bs pleasant ts have then in tbs Parish although I 
rssk.su Jr shall ust gsyt around tw visit then any more 
thdh, ii4ki-yuther psspls, •••{*[’'•* 
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Wednesday, July 6th, 19 60 


Hat and^ dry and dry and hat, v. t . 

t-'r . \ -siw . %&* • .'6 I At t-\ yt eo lltoin?. . 

1 eaffee-ed aeraas the fenae and wasn't 
surprised ta learn that Celeste and Sinter had 
already had a brush, fellewin§ their brief eent a et. 

I gather Celeate wo a reading ene ef her f a verite 

eaaaye uhieh ahe never praatiaea, —the need far autting 

dawn an expenditures. Siater anapped b a ek that 

aeue peaple prawned their feathera an having waaked a 

few pane wf diehea, after whieh they expemtm and get 

a trip te Eurepe. Great will he the flying ef fur 

if Siater, • ahe presently intenda, eanea here ta wake her hene* 

. i.,Uv-.i nlefl* nt we ioiLaAtnft etui 
Qte S. G. Hgnrya were expeoted thia efternaan and ee 
Celeate iaoned^ardera that if they aheuld get here 
anytime up tefirpt dark, the General a wife wea a 
ta he driven immediately te the Herteeg eamp where 
Celeate and girl friend* were spending the day an 
aA oil girl frelie * Befare the eaffee had been dawned, 

Inea Chaplin, Madam Millapaugh and twe er three ether gale dreve 
in te piak up Celeate and eff they aj.1 went in gala af 
delight 0 . *>•' . ■ * 

. * .<* - HU mdt iiy .• *';• %«iv,eiie\ 

1 went ta the atare thia afternaan ahaut 1 130 and natiaed the 
General'a epr at the side gate. I didn't new 
di yene until 5t30 eupper and then learned^ that 
Madam General had declined te ge te the frelie and had remained 


Leetau have preblems in the undar-pinninga, a a it were • 1 believe 

my diffiaultiea are gradually vauiahtug althaUgh the 

grodualueaa ia leiaurely euaugh. I aaaume I muat have 

bruiaed the bane af my heel and that it ia determined ta 

take care ef itself. .There h a a been na a welling and 

dieeuaaien af the matter with physicians an a aaeial 

baaia eamea ta the eaualuaiau that time wtlltake ware 

af the matter alright. It takea me a minute er twe te get 

geiug when I ease eut ef bed but within eix ninutee I am 

meaeyingareundalright and altheugh I incline te limp 

a little, it really given me but eeant auueyanoe. 

. • • 

I find Jequ Q'Brien's lettara aa dull I inaline ta let them 

elide but I'm glad I read the ene earning fa hand teday a inea 

it gave me a dab ef infematien I aheuldu t have le<rned 

etherwiae, it wauld aeem, —newa that Xay~s mather 

had died. .There wae a letter frem Jamea in the peat, 

tea, and it deea*eeem a little add he didn t mentian the 

matter. Perhaps he didn't knew abeut it, whieh 

aeema unlikely. Perhaps he thaugbt it better ta let 

lay tell me a bant it. Be that-aa it may, I eeut name raaea ta 

her a a o message af affeetian. 

• 

I have never yet dissevered if Irma O'Brien ia atill 

at Gharlenten er in Hellyweed. Perhapn I haven t 
read eemmgnieatienn frem *euth c areltua earefully 
but 1 den t renal 1 reeeiving very many ef lata. 


t here instead. B y new everybedy in having a • ■ - 

ge at eenveraatien aereaa the fenaa, I auppaaa. 

t t* !co aa ■■ i i t-usc 

.i After, aupper, hawever, the General ex preened a 
desire te aee the guard garden and theGhaua garden 
an4, te ny aurpriney J. H. and Siater name 
alaug. It was^ the f irst time J. H. had neen the « “ 
plane sines the vegetablee re a lly gat ta gaing. The 
thing a, vegetables and flewere, leaked aa pretty '• 

I was delighted that the twilight hear had been the ene 
h they ehaneed te eeleet far. their little teuw m *'i 
•5 33 iu sirt at Taint Bid ' at giwuori 


The artist name te see me teday. She had a little beak with 
her whieh eantaiued receipts far ehaneea ti be taken an 
a eaffee pat that will be given the lueky helder af , 
a tieket during the Oeteber 15th and 16th St. Aueustin a 
Ghureh fair, whieh sees* like taking a ehanee a leng time 


ahead..•••••• 
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Thursday, July 7th, I960. 

it 1, ilu :.,n i *! bi j 719 »« - »v 


<o«i 




. &!' V »\ 


S' 




Camen, whs adores peddling b a d news, sailed this 
afternoon to report that she thsught Etts Levy 
is about te dte. Etts is s fuss-budge* whs Hites witk her 
bateheler brsther, Jse, a very nice person and I shall 
feel he will find eempensatieU in tbe> quiet that-may 
follow his sister's departure after 73 years sf fussing. 

I can't think, sriiy-remember it but l de always think 
net ef them but ef their grandparents a beut when Ette was 
. Jumper talking as having come to Matehiteehee frem 
ii nevilla. Ike Hertsegs earns freti the same b 
prevines but net: the same eity I think and unlike 
v. the Levys whs remained orthodox, the Hertspge ei' V 
aetanerphesed inte Cathelieism en their arrival. And 
■. i all' this in turn reminds me sf the M uke de St. Simen and little 
Marsel’s writings »» such geneelegtes, —a ward * 
ean never learn txs pell eejrreetly. * 1 ^ 

sisAw sj‘. ai" \jls -d ' b?- _• 

Regarding the eneleeure eeneerning *om Erwin, the 
t meat interesting segement ef his warmer 1 J ‘ ; - 

. • j did net mentisn in the material sent ,«ut 
\a te la Baldridge, feeling the family • ' 

might net relish it. The fast ef the matter, is that 
following the Civil Ear, Tern and his brsther, Jsseph, tried 
..keep Shadey Grove in production but they leaked 

. 1 ■ a m . i » __ _ l_ _L _ • - - _ _ —^ — J. 


VJS9 l.. 

. i 

i\x. ; q 6 i tie 4 a 1 
frumgetb filets;: 

Menerandum 

o Jit.n - si 


abuU iri:siS’.v *’ 
isd Hi as 

.•j^sOS'Ub, ili 51i 
a; :;a btisrweosi 
i* «Q*\sb<u: oa bs 
>i(ca u. 


■r id 


J ' ItOSi 
Lila a* 


ti; 


sufficient capital alfhough their cousin, 


C i.0’ 


bst. '■ s;; M 


Andrew Gay, had ample means and advansed just eneugb te 
get a nsrtgage •»» Shade Grove and then withheld any mere advances 
with the r esult that the Gays get Shadey Grove and Ten, d*«- 
gus test with life„ became a tramp er a he be and wandered fer 
several years up and dewn and aeress the eeuntry, 
riding freight trains andpeuffling.. abeut en feet. *hat made 
hie eareer really remarkable was that after the disappeintmenta ef 
life during .the war and hip u.tto?b economic defeaf, he made 
a rightabeut fame, in. the early 1680 's, planted, beth feet 
eelidjy en heme greund and began life all ever again and 
en a shee string ran pg quite a fertuns. - u\ sines 
sit* meat pssple like te hear enly thsepuletit side & l 
ef their kin felks, -it seemed better remit that part 
having te de with hia failure Just prier te his ultimate 
suceess. 


Set and dry with a northeast wind blowing all day 
■ e te keep dew a the humidity.m 3 

*»VV: u; gu'ite IS. r \jss\$ o iJ* *&*-\ . t®\. a 

We were fear and a fraction at 6*30 
breakfast, the General, his wife, the elerk, I and 
•t the tag end ef Sister. She was suerrytng beat in ’• 
the kitchen until we feur mere ready ta arise when 
she breught in a coffee pet, tried te start <.an argument with 
ne and we 0 2I scattered eun several ways, and why she hadn t 
deigned te grace the table while we were there, I knew net, 
altheugh L assumed there had rebably been a rumpus 
last night. • ~ 

J;. *>&. . bsui «*•« OS. .ii-fi OI ->*' 

n. Over the eeffee sups at 9, I heard 
„n unexpected tale from mine bestess. She departed 
having returned a little after 7 last night fnem her 
all day f relie at the He rise g Samp, i &he had- left ward 
here that the-general s wife was te be transperted thither en 
I her arrival here, expeeting her te get up f renBatenReuge abeu 
6. But senehew the BatenSeifge eentingent had arrived 
around It 30 and the General s wife and declined the pienie 
en ground ef a headache. Eventually, acme time between 
7 and 8, the General, J. H. Sister and Celeste 
being aereas the fence. Celeste decided te ge ever 
te the big heuae te see hew the lady with a headache was 
deing. Half way there, she eneevutered her and was taken •- 
b a ek te nete her greeting disdained and hear the lady say she 
was marching stnight te her ear and heading cut fer BatenBeuge. 

She, had decided that Celeste had wilfully absented herself frem heme 
fer the day as a snub. Hew these ladies get se • 
tangled up »» their teuehiness, l eannet say. She was 
prevailed upeu te spend the Might here, however emd they 
departed thiu nerniug abent 8 with an ample supply ef ekra, 
belle peppara <\nd tenateea frem the Ghana garden. 

j_ - -T- ;,!•». -Jf- .v, ISO. 0 b;>A • it -Hi - I 

A-little after- 10 this naming when .1 went fer.the 
mail, 1 saw J . H. whs asked if. J. w miUA vsufer with him in his 
office. He said he was at his wits' end to knew what te de 
with Sister. He and the General want her te get away 


LDISl'St 


.D Oill 




And new te dene desk work and thence te ny 
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Friday, July 8th, 19 60, 


frtm Shreveport and find an apartment where she will he osmfsrt ( 

he surrounded with different kinds af friends and heysnd trsubli 

making prepensities in her hnahand'a family , Sister 

w a nts an ap artment in Shrevepsrt. She tan t satisfied with wh . 

J. H. and Stephen recommend and is generally disgruntled. 

Sheoan't he persuaded ts nndergs psyehiatria treatment 

and is sufficiently sans wash sf the time to avoid esmmitment. 

It eertainly is a problem ^here is talk about the wisdom 

»f sending her out sf the*State, either ts the msuntains or the 

shsre fsr a prelsnged rest hut they ean think sf ns sne whs 

wsuld aseept esmpanisnshtp. I have a feeling she wsuld 

he n hsut the same where even she journeyed and retmm in the 

same frame sf mind, in the moan time, she remains here 

fsr how lsng, I knsw net. It's a sub jest that hsres me ns 

end hut, nevertheless, sjse eannst help wsudering hsw, in the Is 

run,it will, all pan sat, « 

nil 'Ll 5 • o . . .!■•••% • 


Uemsrandumt 


Hots ii'.c , • 

. t 'U ± 

An afternssn respite fsr everyhsdy »o»« this a fternssn when 
Sister decided to run up t ts Shreveport ..with ^J. B,, 
whs was gsing an business. *' 

t>4 ;Iuoli8 syisoaT ok t,ju c l ; o „w-. 

I think I did net get areund ts tell yen ahsut the halanee 
sf yesterday, as far as Sister was esneemed, fsllswing 
breakfast. About 9, she was upstairs where'she 
had gsne, fsllswing the departure sf the S.Q.'s, and 
J. H. sent if an, her atistka. inters p<s$av&n .\that '•Mat -Herts sg 
had passed that way ts. say Bawdy. s he sent hack ward she 
didn t feel like journeying ts the stare. J. B. accordingly 
.task Bat ts t the big hsuse and upstairs where they fsund 
Sister so drunk she didn't knsw what t she was saying. Naturally 
she didn't osme dewn fsr nsen dinner and the 
same was true fsr supper, sinoe she had gone ints a 
drunken slumber. v ■■ 

Jeurc L o. .'Hi vj-noott- o- Tai'iisI bo i 

At coffee this morning, I fsund Celeste quite 
provoked, —she doesn't knsw yet a hsut 
Sister's drunk sf yesterday. About 9 s'olsek, 
while Celesta was entertaining Pare Antoine, Q eleests put 
in an appearanoe, explainin she esuldn't sleep without a 
tablet. That seems natural enough sines she had 
been sound asleep during the past 10 hours. 

There was much loud talk and general unpleasantness 
and thus ended the day. '' ~ 

j x »®0' Lo^ w . t. t BO 

Thelma had sailed a seating sf theBsard sf the ® 

Hysterical Ladies for 4. yesterday and the •* i*- • 

main matter taken up was what houses wsuld be 

• a this year's Pilgrimage. ■ Celeste said she doubted 

if Melrape. ppjild. be but that she wsuld have ts %*' s ' 

advise the Board within a few days ss that the publicity 

could he started. She said she had in 

mind taking the matter up with me. Veil, 

obviously, it is impossible ts plan anything with 

the situation existing as it does at the big hsuse. I 
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Sunday, July 10th, I960* 


ldavin 9 tut a ll mention tf ^elrtse • If the problem 

ahtuld be removed pritr te October, the 

htuse might be included, if net, the Uelrtse 

segment would be eliminated entirely • St mueh 

ftr the publicity department • As ftr the bevy tf 

htstesses that we shall need, shtuld the matter 

alear up, that is a different sttry and I, ftr tne, wtuh 

net expeet any tf thtse helping me, suok ae 

Juanita B*» Ora,.I* S.Willard, . 

ifrs, Walter, Lucille Ctnahan .and at *b tt deoUne 

invitations tt receive elsewhere, ahtuld they be invited 

It's wonderful what a head full tf slightyly seft 

gragdmatter tan dt when etupled with a battle tf 

hard liquer • t . i. e ^ 

. 8 * • ■ 1 • _ 


tt what gtes tn in the family inShreveptrt, I knew net. 

Be ,that as it may. Sister will be baok ttnight and 
at far as I know, her plans ftr remaining here seem te 
be unlimited • *•••-»• 

Petr Kay is tbvitualy having quita a rtugh time 
tf it, as her letter at cleurly indieatee • X *uat 
aay I am still a little puzzled that nebtdy frtm that direotitn 
has ever mentioned her nether - ~ •. 

t .. . . a: 

Celeste was gting tt run dtwn tt Uagntlia 
this afternten tt try te persuade Hat Jse spen 
the place ft.r the October teur. I htpe she is successful 
ftr it wtuld. de everyone gttd in that menage tt have a 
pilgrimage fturee te help blew away the eebwebe 
tf Miss Sally's half century tf deninating dannatitn that 
east such a pall ever the place • I have ltng otntenplated 
hew much etuld be dene with the ante bellum overseer’s 
htuse, the brick slave quarters, the ante bellum gin and st tn, 
!!et tne in a hundred pilgrims weuld knew tr care that the 
htuse is a 19 04 item, and, as. Miss Sally was went te 
remark, "It's much bigger than Uelrtse ,,,,•••••* 


impending event, htwever, which will in ntway e 
interest in tracking dewn tonight's broadcast 
of M r , Stevens* a tn Face the Hatisn, 

8biU01% Ilior i 

I find it interesting that Cels te seems st 
eentented these days, after her period tf die - 
satisfaetien covering the past several weeks • S 
mama en 1 uesday tf last week ana I suppose will 
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Monday, July 11th, 1960 


Memo ran d ubij . 

-\o awctt * 

The b ottest day of 2960 thus far and I guess 
among the more humid. 

I was delighted to find an air mail from Lyme in today's 
post, giving suah a dandy a ooout of reoent doings, 
the clipping that interests me so mush and the oard I find 
entranoing 

How little Miss Leo finds time during such busy days to 
attend to all these matters astonishes mo• 

‘ v‘ v • >'•' t - f 

I was sorry to learn the postal * bosy had been draging 
their foot on the July 4th mail,* posted hero 
on the 5th which should have reached Lyme by 
the 8th, I should think, but as polities bow warn, 
perhaps the postal seotion slows down. 

Things rook along ancb as usual at this bend of 0 . 
the river. Vo were»four at dinner today, --J• H,, 

James Livingston, the clerk and I, what with Celeste not 

being at homo, h a ving gone to see her mat ta and do some shopping, 

whieh put J. H. with us and James Livingston boeause ho is 

(P old friend. As for Sister, she dined at Magnolia 

on the invitation of Mat Hertaog and the breaking 'of broad 

at noonday nown Magnolia way was said to have boon a suaoosss 

from Sister's point of view. I know nit if there were 

other guests but 1 know Mat's wife, Deo, was not at 

home today, having gone to Monroe to do something or ■ 

other for her sister. Uuoris yii ■ 

' OTO ■- 

The Magnolia dinner guest was baak at Melrose early 
a nd, being bored, same to me tr- got more so. She 
pl„ns le a ving for two tr three days in Shreveport, taking 
off in the morning^ she reports. • She is going to see 

S hout getting herdaughtet packed off to Monterey, Medico, along 
ith a floakbof other youngsters 


the Shreveport Times. She lingered long and spoke of 
many personalities but never did refer to her 
present status. She did mention that Lloyd is at home 
said that while she was inBaUm^ouge , ho had given up hisLallas 
job and gone to California where he thought it would 
c be nice to give swimming lessons but had wired home for a hundr 
dollars to get him bask to Shreveport where he is 
». currently taking a vacation "since he has no ?»*•**•” 
of wcHkidgSlly from week to week, 1 am having the artist 
knock off a plantation primitive, with 

emphasis •* various aspects of ondo a vor by the field nanas. 

Some of those aren t of any interest but oooassionally 
there's one that somebody like 

Sehumaker would love. Recalling some of the problems 
that wont i**o oreastions for that house and V*verly prims 
many years ago, —~at that time having to do 
with garden scenes fromVersaillos, I am guiding 
the artist so that by the end of the present month has 
run out mid the Moman-Marous thing approaches the boiling 
point, there will be sowte combinations that will 
».» take almost no alterations by the writs f *• 
put them in printable shape. She doesn t 
know it but this week the artist will do' throe 
that will provide the story of cotton culture 
, in throe destgns, the first being cotton 

plantings •» a striking curve, the second cotton hoeing, the 11 
of> ootton picking, each carrying out the same typo of 
swismthat will fit in very neatly with fabric 
printing. Tho'point in all this is to 

give the visiting artists a onoe-over of the several murals 
at Tucoa, the African House and -bane and arrange a 


to return here on Friday for an indefinite stay, I suppose 
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Tuesday, July 18th, I960. 


Ihere was a leng distance oall fer her en my 
'phone tonight, Between 8tZ0 and 9, 
however, I was busy listening to the Democratie 
Convention and so I suggested the operator try 8042, 
which is J. H.'s number where I assume J. HCeleste 
a nd Sister might be gathered, probably none of them listening 
to the doings in Los Angeles although Celeste is 
mildly interested beoause Kennedy type are to he the 
inevit a ble winner of the nomination a cuple or three days 
hence. 

What I heard of the actual doings didn't move me 
greatly, and the^hgmber of Cowmens speech 
by the Mayor of Los Angelas seemed to me to be Chamber 
of^ommeree stuff and not suited for the business to hand. 

It was a 'great pleasure, however, to hear the 
familiar voice of E. Roseoe Uurrow who must be resuming 
his connection with CBS, I was also glad to hear 
Charles 0 ollingvood of whom I had lost track months 
and months ago, I was mildly surprised I did * 
not hour Eric S a vereid for what «f*b his long years 
of service in Washington, I thought he might well have 
been considered a Valuable contribtion to the boradcasts 
covering both of the two Conventions • I was . 
glad ths kkyhbte speech was comparatively short and 
I found it a little to* political to suit my 
sense of fairness. It would have been pleasant 
to hear the ggndmotber of the Roomoratie Party", 
as Mrs. Roosevelt is frequently dubbed, but I did 
not hear her voice dL though her name came up 
a couple times. 

, r- v, : A ' ' » 

A letter frdm BeXtsvillc, Maryland, inquires a bout 
more gourds and I shall have to writ/s them that they 
really should see how promisingly the new crop now forming 
looks, And spaking of gourds reminds me that in - 
the piotures of thegardcn, yen may nr. may »•* be abla te 
make out the lyourd vines growing on • bamboo fence to the 
right and left of Ghana, # In the center of each of these 
to lines of gourds are sunflowers, much taller than the 
/?"•?» 1 V th fV •«* *• readily souuum, I measured 

the hight of one of these sunflower stalks this afternoon which 
struck me'as being unusually tall. It measured nearly fifteen 
feet, which seems to be over-doing things a Pit for a slender 
stalk that has a fairly heavy flower to support on top,** 


• i 1 

ejc-nn' 


Memorandumt 


Hot and humid. 


i UI 08 

ni 


•J4 ir 




The,day got started unpleasantly withSister 
demonstrating how WQcky an$ disagreeable she could be. 

Aroyud 8jZQ, she.had a conference with J, H. and left 
,hi8 t offiec in tears of rage, &he headed out for 
Shreveport before 9 and will probably be back this 
weekend, 3 3r 

4 -.3 0 ^ 8 . • > 

I'm tapping out this memo a little later than 
usual because .I kept on listening to the loo Angeles 
doings until lltZO, pleased that our two pet personal ities 
present were getting such a tremendous ovation. 

After supper, the store sent me half a big water¬ 
melon, half of which 1 shared with one 

on my friends passing this way.at dusk dark, while later, 
as the convention progressed, I kept referring again and 
ag a in tooths chilled item, constantly beckcning me 
from^thezinterior of the ice box, I hope they 
sendee more watermelon tonig keep me awake tomorrow 
night when the balloting gets going to select r. Kennedy 

• •* • • 

Ines Irwin and some lady, botg of whom have husbands 
in the Scienece Department at the college, cane to see 
me in 1(he afternoon, %hey were very pleasant and 
I enjoyed what they had to toll me about doings at the 
oollege and concerning town news about which 1 hadn't heard. 

In the latter category, they had something to may about 
Carl Henry, jr., son of Carl Henry, senior, cousin of the 
local Renrys. Carl, Jynicr, has a 14 year old daughter, 
who was driviug a car in town, although she has no license, 
and she pumped into a oar belonging to and being driven 
some colored youth who works for the Irwins, The girl 
stopped, observed the dent she had put into the 
other oar and suggested to the colored youth that 
-:ithey soram in their respective directions and say nothing a bout 
it. ‘-ihe boy pointed out that he couldn't get insurance 
compensation on his car if he left the scene of the 
accident and they both remain where they were until an officer arris 
It was slap in the heart of town but the girl 

••••••••ei.ijf eo 1 . eo 
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Wednesday, July 13th, 19 60 


said she was flying out and did so, just as a patrolman put 
in an appearance, He noted the-license sn the ear driving eff and 
made apprepriate nstations in his beek, after which he waved 
for' the colored boy to go on with his oar, To everyone s astonish¬ 
ment, shortly afterward, the colored boy was arrested and taken 
to jail en a charge filed by Carl, juniro, Dr, Irwin 
ba iled tut the boy and. went a round to see Carl, jr,, 
who e xpreseed regret at having had the boy arrested and offered 
to pay bond oosts for getting the boy out of jail, ete,, ete. 

The whole t hing was so cook-eyed that itmade everyone furious 
at the obvious injustioe of the thing, 1 think I shall 
take up the matter with TheHnterprise with a view of giving 
that paper a chance to give thejthihg a bit of an airi g, 

V( -SMYliih: l V-i . ii J i -Hi t.. A '»« >"'V 

Thelma sailed this morning to say she and Johnw ould 
„ like to dash down within the next day or two with eameras 
to take shots of the u hana garden before 'they fly off 
for Sapin next week, -The Kysers h a ve in mind flying 
to Portugal , uying a t *ar there and dashing around 
Portugal and Spain, getting b a ek homebefore a sloth like 
me eould turnaround, If 1 remember eorreetly, they visited 
8.countries in 17 days in Northern Europe a year or so 
ago and apparently the Sanish fandango is going to be accomplished 
with the same rate of speed. Why they do suck things, I eannot 
imagine, Thelma talked a little a bout the October 
tour and .we both wondered if it would be 
worth while toine to enoineer one this year . what with 


Memorandum* 

V >J ' 0 . t 

Yesterday was 101 and today 108, it 
is said, ajid I believe it. Even as yesterday, 
a flock of big oM white clouds mounted the skies 
in the 'late, afternoon. Thunder rolled up and down 
the river and net a drop of water same down, I intended 
remarking last night that the statio under such condi¬ 
tions * made convention listening difficult until 
it came tin# for the presentation of the ex-Covernor 
of Illinois, Then I thought 1 would try my pocket 
radio, I was delighted that it was *ioJ» clearer 
that the standard unit and thus I was able to 
get that, segment of the proeeedings ever 
so much shearer. 

Tonight 1 have listened for a while, not to 
the endless speeches to whioh nobody listens in the 
nominating and seconding tomfoolery but to Bob 
Trout and his associates. At the momeht some 
gent is doing a "great pan who" oration about 
some Kansan whose name, I suppose, like all the 
rest,.will be trotted out at the final sent onee of 
the endless speech. And so J figured I might 
as well have a little chat with little Hiss Lee 
while the dull business drones on and, if one is lueky, 
one may get to hear the polling of the irst ballot before 
one. falls asleep, t « 

& * 'i t K * * - 

J, H, was rather amusing at supper sn the 
subject of the Wenk business, He says Sister doesn t 
know it but in reality she does » t want a divorce but is 
merely going through the motions because she,thinks she 
will annoy her husband, .He deslmmos she isn t nearly 
so insane as just plain mean. She called him this 
morning, he said, and complained beoause she had not 


' a oouple other houses available for this year s participa¬ 
tion, u 

Thg copies t s/ Sunday's 1 imes carrying the hana article 
which 1 asked Hobina to.,send, haven t oome to hand a s yet but 
I reckon they wiJX arrive tomorrow or hursday and 
I shall send a couple along for your delectation since 
in yea^s to oome it may be interesting for 
people interested in this section of Louisiana to have 
an article, the text of which is contributed by one person 
of distinction and the photo by another prominent in 
00 this area, ’ - » »*;•*'*• W • 

i; >4nd now T must fold up my beard and sail it a day, I 
assume tomorrow night will be as prolonged from Los Angeles 
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Thursday, Bastille Day, I960* 


3 end her He said he didn't know when she was 
returning here, perhaps tomorrow, —he didn t know, 

The mere I think about it, the more convinced that 
when Whitfield J aok advised J, H . and theSeneral 
to keep her away. fromSbreveport, he wasn t thinking 
so muoh about anything as the desire to have her 
out of annoying re ash from her, I'm beginning 
to think it would be better if she remained in Shreveport 
to annoy her husbaud and the lawyers 9 therebye expending 
her impulse to keep any pot boiling?, sentered on 
urban rather than country folk # 

, a; o;uU: 

I got off a shipment of gourds to the U • S, 

Beltsville, Maryland, Agriculture station today, and 

on the strength of the dabbling in gourds, sat down 

and knocked off a dull column on gourds for a Cane*iver 

Memo of a week hence, I sent a note along with the 

gpurds, pointing out that the shipment represented my 

contribution to the oauae theDepartnent is espousing, 1 he 

truth of the matter is that if I were to bill the merchandise 

in conformity to the elaborate instructions sent in 

the original order, it would cost me more for 

secretarial assistance in getting the thing 

right than the total of the invoice would come to# 

j o 

Two or three people have called me recently to 
inquire as to the identity of the person writing 
under the pen name of Frances Cran e, sr some suoh, *he 
book, or mystery story, one of three in a book just 
issued, by whom, T know not, is called "The 
Buttercup Case" and it seems to me we have remarked upon 
thistale before, revolvinga bout a primitive painter of color, 
I think 1 have the means of finding out the real name of 
Franoes Cane and it will be a great pleasure to pass it along 
to you when 1 do, . 

Lucille Tinker Conahen 'phoned me today, asking 
if she might bring her sister to see me on the morrow, 

La Conahan was one of my hostesses last Pilgrimage , 

Her sister lives in Houston and has recently contributed 
something to Saturday Evening Post, I shall ask for 
details, And now back to Bob Trout in the booth,,,,,,,. 


btMtt 

Memorandum:. 
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All day the thermometer has "hoovered" around 
100, ‘^his evening about 6*30, however, it cooled 
off and a bout a half inch.of.rain dropped down slowly, 

4; ’0 t ;•>. *' \o aUu a '..0 ■ too* 

, , I guess the peacocks welcomed an opportunity 

or a bath, Anyway, they walked out from under the 
protection oftthe gallery where they had been supping, 
arose from the ground to the Tucoa reef and then, 
after pausing there for only a minute -or-two, sailed upward 
ii again, alighting in the top of the bib eld-peaSane tree 
.s at the end of the garden in frontof Tucoa, perhaps 
,40.or 50, feet above ground where they contentedly 
arranged themselves for the night was a slow drisrsled 
ushered in darkness, 

. , . ,-i ii' it, ci-.it t'v.iA . vV. ,a9wi‘»* >■' ■■'■■■■ -• 

I have been listening to the Los Angeless convention 
and still find it a little on the dull side, I 
must say, howeuer, P got some amusement out of the 
way the Johnson nomination for v toe President was 
engineered by acclimation± I gathered from 
^ the y#lt«n of sound coming froth when the chairman asked 
for a voice vote that not only were the delegates 
responding but the galleries as well. Off hand, * 
should guess the Fes and the Mo -respotises were about 
even in volume but the ehqirman ruled that the Tee 
pr edominated and that was that and, although of dubious 
parlementary preciseness, it achieved whdt the managers 
wanted and so perhaps that method of n naming 
a Hoe President in comparative harmony was a better method 
than dragging the■operations through an endless wrangle 
which would have ultimately come up with the same decision 
but not before much unhappiness had bee injected into the 
meeting,-- - ■ «8‘i« - ) •' •• v ' • 1,1 

ov, v .1 {s.'i 4ooa i o4 i)9 j.a *•» 

I, 0 an think of no better way than seething the 
die-hard Southern delegations than naming Johnson, although 
I, for the ease of a single spectator, had supposed that 
Johnson would never be aensidered and that hs would never accept, 
•flue now we are presented with a party that has a Presidential 
candidate toe liberal for the conservatives and a *ioe Presidential 

t -Feoion*ikit n !ai U we21°lMhwnls'qnd I 0 . 
i* attain'd. * T th * m Party solidarity 




- 
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Friday, July lbth, 2960 


At supper tonight, 1 was surprised to hear J, H, who 
can't stand Mrs, Roosevelt, declare that he had to admit 
that off all the nominating and seconding speeches made at the 
convention last night, the speech of Mrs, Boescuel had 
more sense in it than all the other speeches combined* His 
dislike for Mrs • Roosevelt is based on this line of reasoning j 

i or . t v • 

The,regime of F, R, B, put through loads of legislation 
thqt took power out of the hands of the rieh and brought the 
economic status of the nation closer into balance, F ,R, R, was 
like day in the hands of his wife and therefore it was his 
wife who ran the country and i is she, therefore, who is 
responsible for all the reforms that delighted the 
poor so .much but infuriated the rich so completely* 

This oversimplification of things, this ability to find a 
scapegoat.for all o ne s ills obviously acssunts for this 
attitude on the part of many of the haters of Mrs,Roosevelt 
and although it would probably be readily agreed that 
she did exert a eertain a»su»t of influence on policy during 
the years between 19 33 and 194b, historians will not attribute 
all of the Administrations doings exclusively to her, 1 think, 

.'.i' . r * • ■ ,, . , 

Aoross the nation today, the morning papers all carried the 
news of Mr, Kennedy's nomination, I suppose » A found 


Memorandum 
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Sunday, July 17th, 19 60 


MemorandUMi 

• ' 

Hot yesterday 0 bet today until 8 o'oloek when 
we had a sprinkle amounting to three tends u of an inch 
alkng with cooler temperatures that are. very pleasant 
tonight. , t b 

. i. »:c . • *»’' j '~ £ • - 

Shis week.end was as q uietzand^pleasant as last weekend 
was not. Sister called J. H. fromPhreveportFriday 
to 8 ay she would return here •» Monday • 

t . . t : ' *• 

Thanks to an absence of any first Hass main onSaturday, 

I was abls?to get eaught up a little and I enclose 
an item or two, although none are of great^moment. 

lifei ■ 41 • • * - s 

The sisters-in-law. Ora and Claudia, brought 
twenty five or thirty wives of Knights of ( 'olumbs 
on Saturday afternoon for a little tour. Ora said that 
J. H. wanted to get rid of the ladies so the men 
could hold a meeting. After their tour here, the ladies 
returned to the J. E.^illiams camp to Join their 
husb a nds in a pienie. It was a little after 
6 when the ladies arrived here and as the heat of the day 
was spent, the little go-round was pleasant enough. 

I think they liked the jaunt through the gourd garden particularly 

because the place is unusually pretty justtuow, what with 

such a variety of half grown gourds suspended from 

the ceilings of the .several trellises, -There arc 

so many a couple of feet in length, in avrious shades 

of white, green and cream, harmonising so beautifully with 

the leafy canopy above them, that the arbors.look* 


and a cup of coffee aeross the fence when 
by chance we bumped into Celeste • *hot 

fascinated me about Mr .Wilson was the fact that 
hpj.is a Mixon enthusiast, —the first one I 
have encountered in a long time although 
J have no doubt that people like J. H. are 
Sixes fans but don't admit it, c ome to think of 
it, probably Eobiun is a Sixon enthusiast, too, based 
on her enthusiasm for Whitaker Chambers and such like. Well, 
every man to his own preference and may Mr. Sixon 
not discover too many of them. 

«.. » 
fcttC TS-3' *•'' '» ■ z ~‘ 3 5 

• w 

Earlier in the week, the »alkers had 
invited me to the ountry Clubfor 

a swim and dinner based on sohrimp but, fortunately, I had 
been uncertain at the time and 
i so -.had ask that we . tret out^the rain ahSek against 
some future frolic. Even as in the case 
of the lady dootor years ago when she and Eon 
used \o invite me to go places for week ends, so 
the Walkers simply can t comprehend that I really 
should prefer chatting with them on the 'phone, 
letting-country club doings ■'■be devoted to these who 
have more time on their hands and nothing to do. I 
am no „glad Jsdid net miss fnight's Los*mgelet 
doings,a s I should l\avo, had 1 gone to 
tom, a d what with these days quite busy, I 
an so happy at the end of the day tt climb out of my soiled 
garments, splash through a bath and collapse 
for a little while kefere moving on to • • 
my desk. , i * 

anm o fruoi < on— notl 

There were quite a few pieces in the mail 
todal{, none of which did I got to read,- what 
with a swing-out at the local honkey- 

tonk and aj.1 the secretaries having a pocket full of money 

as against this week's being 'em neighboring 

plantations, providing them compensation at the 

close of each day. ^here will be n# hoeing 

next week on Melrose and then the urge for reading 

will return and 1 shall get eaught up a dab....... 







OCiC'i 
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Jfoat of the ladies were from Mississippi hut had all 
read Ora's article a hout the Gchana garden in the Shreveport 
Tines. I never se muoh as entered the Ghana 
house hut merely turned the visiters lese and let them 
ee in or out a s they pleased. With the atm about down, the 
Ghana garden seemed fresh and eoel se that the African House, 
afterward,zUever so nook as attracted a^SSUl^te the 
second fleer. At Tuesa I did little guiding and ; "» 
let the guests absorb what, if anything, they pleased. We 
seacocks were putting en an act en the front gallery and these 
ladies with cameras seemed te get much pleasure oua 
out ef recording them em film. ^ 

About 12*30 today, J. H., Celeste and I drove 
down te Magnolia for dinner. I found the place looking 
muoh better than the last time I was there. For 
one thing, the central hall running through the place has 
been painted, eliminating the deadly green and replacing 
it with white which gives sops of the interesting 
portraits a mush more advantageous sotting, 

I know not why no drinks were served before 
dinner while we chatted for half an hour. 2fc«r« 
were ten at dinner, the dinner.bountiful a nd the 
service perfect. Oddly enough, .ehampagne was served 
throughout dinner whioh lasted a bsmt 8 hours. Mat was 
gracious but as * was placed at Dee a and of the table, 

I got little ohanea to talk Much with him and 

j‘. H. and I left.for Melrose shortly after dinner. « . 

Naturally, »• reference was made to the Dear Sir letter and Mat 
greeted me by my first name as though there 
never had been ,a Dear Sir letter. 

One thing * forgot to mentioned during % the past week occurs to 
me • ;l Mr. Morris who works.in the Health Department, has a 
wiM, iCroakottt who kanvretired from the u atchtto&hCs 
Times and now raises beautiful chrysanthemums. 1 haven t 

seen Mr. Barrie in a year or two, Mrs. Morris in ten years. 

At the Health Office on Monday, the staff was chatting 
about Ora s article about ^hapu and to everyone s 
surprises Mr. Morris ivolonteo red that m of course s ' 
it‘s a food garden..,.my wife designed it for r. ' 

Dont you love that,....••••• 


3. 


si i iri'.a 


uni 


ti , 


3*‘,o fritatu 


»r. i e a* 


Monday, July 18th, 19 60, 


Memorandumi 

Cloudy and humid and warm. 

Thirty billion approaches to the subject wouldn't 
be enough to express my surprise and delight to find sueh 
an entrancing note by hand from little Miss Lee, the 
whole traveling in rapid and good order, having started out 
on Friday evening last past and making reference to a ?riday 
morning memo which undoubtedly will arrive on the morrow. 

?i4. li.JO tTSi rflt) 9*Vi tcilt SOU! to ti'n/U0.'it ^ 

It just like the spirit of Lyme to bp i 
engaged in participating in the Heinan-Mareus project and 
aa in Jihc case of the Afrioan House murals, the parti dps ti on 
will be fis direct. It in interesting that last Triday, 
about the time the letter from lyme was in the offing, I 
started eut cm a new tack, so far as preparations for the 
JfiemanrUarcus business is concerned. I had planned 
a series of conventional steed pictures that would carry out 
some of. the plantation primitive scenes I had envisioned 
whop the thought came to me that I .might as well undertake something 
a little more leaborate that might serve several purposes and so 
I made the most of having a carpenter to hand, Alton's papa, 

I lent him a pond in trotting cult »o«a composition boards, 
sort of be a ver board type of thing, the same I had used 
for the friese around the Ghana cabin. We measured these to 
a width of 18 or 14 inches and then strung them out 
to make a trises for the mud wall of Tucca house giving 
on th e white warden, *tie point was iTTut^themnw' ' 1 

such, p fashfen that thy placer, that joined would always 
Sine at. a point wherezwindows and doors, or thb frames thereof, 
would so coincide as to make the joining of the 
spparatc pieces, be scarcely netieeable. Then we nailed them 
x in to, their ultimate resting places but :> <i \;o t> ».i 
\ only, to get-them out of the< w a y and provide h place where 
I.could study the whole sweep-with the artist-eventually • We had 
just enough material to rnn the entire length of the Wall and 
laokedyonlyoa-.pieoe about three or four feet in length which 
zMight fill the space on the west:wall as between the r ^ 
long sweept and the double doors ^gtving on the. projecting 
room at the opposite end of the gallery from t he chapel. 

. Bemarkable tq relate, I began casting ^bout for something 
to fill that final segment and lostumbled slUpiCCeP u 
pigoe of thd,same material that just, f itted and required 
not oarpehtryat all.' J v • . tuoi cwl 
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Tuesday, July 19th, 19 60* 


A OU B b«t\ off ffi.t lab l>- 0 SB i ‘t«;\ VF8 \JSV. Off ft' 

. S.\ff B'. 5 alffff 41 SSO*t\ 

i\ . .Tale i-.u . t » ; •• • ’■ _ - . * " /; 

s /. ;n >. otr aci. ataXat • u ff 8 >>« ffBui •■,tuna' s • ■ **» • 

, V'Oi . - ii . .<i »•' 

My thought at the tine was that the artist oan be 
Jockeyed into doing another mural that will incorporate the 
type of plantation, primitives J think the BeimahMarcus project 
will dp best with. My thought is to get the artist 
started, on this part toward the end of ,the mo nth, after the entire 
BiuVdi ■■has been chalked in. This will provide an opportunity for 
the K Wolf-Bieman-Marous photographers and even little MissRocket, 
with illustrations fop magazine articles, of the artist on 
a ladder at work which ought to be timely, At the same time, I 
thought that if the mural turns out half as striking as I hope, it 
os provide a wonderful window piece for the expansive display window 

of Bienan-MarcUe when the fabrics are.ready for presentation 
to the public and,, finally, the frieze itself will ultimately 
lend eojor: and delight to the Tucca gallery, once they have served 
* their several purposes^ *.■ a 

t ft. i SatuBoaf ; # tic ■ o nit ■ vAt 3M ,*t _‘ l \, 'rt * _ t 

Bet being quite sure just how all this preparation could be swung 
in such a short time as between now and the first of August, 1 went ahe 
with it regardless and thus only you can imagine how surprised and deli 
I was today when I discovered that, as always, little Miss 
Lee had anticipated everything and was standing staunchly right beside 
•>iU ,0 it ttio\, a .iff Vf> Off ■ a :'it-;oo ob i' ;0,v5 

On the home front, things were quiet . Celeste '— - 
spent the day inAlexandria, Sister who had' phoned onFriday 
she would return today, had not done so by first dark, 'J, H, 
went to Shreveport today —probably to see abou things, 

I didn't know it until 6 tonight but it seems Lloyd spent 
some part of the night here, departing at 5:30* His * 
papa culled this afternoon to ask if that was tbiio and was 
givey an affirmative answer ,o — 

, a . ft, . ; it .ft - ,'V; . f : ' ■ 

On ,Saturday afternoon. Doroath g sister, wife of Clyde 
Autheny, ate rat poisoy.but wouldn't let herself be 
taken tp-.a doctor although her mouth was burning badly. 

My guess is she didn't swallow much, x hope, .Jnd thus 

begins a week, the happier for today s message from Lyme,,,,,,,, 


V -S 0103 

,o. r 


ffeci 


... 4 ;\ . i aafi oi So*. 

ftoi; oc a* 41 riuow art A-uA.- ebt.roo. ia^ *:■ v>atnff 

. 

Memorandum i ft 

Pure summer with a promise of a shower 
in the afternoon that never developed,' 

■ I •. 

p The morning post brought me endless delight in 

the arrival of the Thursday letter that was posted 
on Friday morning. 

It goes without^saying I am delighted that 
a breathing spell stretches just ahead and 
I hold the thought the rest and salt air provided by the 
coast of the Old. dominion may hold endless delights 
for little Miss Lee 

That little Miss Lee should have glimpsed Cousin 
Arthur seems extraordinary, I didn t glimpse him but I heard 
his voice, c asting his delegation's votes for Johnson, 

Fromthe sublime to the ridiculous, the letter from Robina 
arriving in today's post, also indicates she is utterly 
brain-washed by Ihe^hreveport Times in her politieal thinking, 

,Query, expression in that field I have ever heard her make 
has been right out of a Times editorial page. 

It's almost incredible that anyone of her good sense 
should go so hay-wire on political matters and 
I must say I thought she quite out-did herself when 
*' she got around to endorsing Barry Goldwater, the 
ultimate in die-hards tn a die-hard party, 

k • ^ j t; 1 „ a *\ CC i 0 i>. 

I shall write her later tonight, expressing the hope 
that the epublioan may select Mixon and Gold water as 
their stan,dard-kearers for that would really 
give the electorate an opportunity to select somebody 
who thinks MtlliaM McKinley is still ^ 

President of the United States since the oldwater mind 
hasn t qute arrived in the 20th.oentury as yet, 

Celeste had girl friends from Ban sura to spend the day and 

iriifdf/*;»“ «/*«•. 

~ siti.'i e’aVil a Ik. a ft art 
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Wednesday, July 20th, I960 


saying Mat had asked Dee to see if I would give him 
three dipper gourds which he would like to give to 
o friend in*lexandria» Mat must have forgotten 
his "Dear Sir" letter so that he now has no qua Ins about 
bepgin special gourds from me, I laugh every time I think of it, 
iswcAb \o Balnyon^ a i' rh.jbl e a"‘ 

I'm wondering' how‘long it may h a ve been sinoe I wrote 
Carrie, giving her Juanita's number and address and telling 
her she is prepared to elp down a hundred bucks for 
a Domnon painting of a nagnoli a , A call from 
Juanita B, reports she hasn.t heard a peep out of 
Briarwood and I, too, haven A t heard a ripple since I wrote her 
which, if you don't mind, is a mighty poor w a y of doing 
business on the part of Briarwood, it seems to me, 
lio 4 lot sflt $ rtr, u iw 5:icA i 

i lour memory on every point constantly astonishes me 
and the obituary attached to your letter is a further case 
in point, I, of course, had not heard of the death 
of ^ucene do Ligne, It was only today that I learned 
of the death of the husband of the lady editor of the BatonBouge 
-paper, the event transpiring several, months ago, I shall 
write several letters on the two Qbove events tonight 
for I admired the /Vince enormously and, in t he Baton 
t Rouge oase, I admire members of the mans family muoh d though 
it has been a long time since I have seen either sets o people, 

, "s ssi 4. ''.,o ■. ir. 'T i.as* si 

;>i& -co I'm' 'o v u.«; a... * 1 L ;>*i n i . 3 Of.-. • s’j\ 

I'm not sure a bout, the midfJuly issue Of Life but I 
belieue it is issued under the date of the 17th, In any event, 
my^ oopy usually comes to hand on ^Saturday but this last week 
it failed to arrive and reached me only today and I haven't 
had an opportun ty to turn through it, I am not 
even sure <•/ the date of the issue in which the artiole 
about the iGongo appears but tt is certainly a July 
issue and probably about the middle, I, 8, Willard, 
when I talked with her on Saturday night, remarked that 
the Carvers in u atohitoohes had received their copy which 
•4> contained an artiole either by or a bout David Snell who 


Memorandum . nr r o 

>:■. no s . A: 4a. u»a i-w . c: yalMici « 

Rot, 

JL'j \ •; tow" aim A .!• i’Jl'.t .. o • * " 

As is characteristic of this region, every afternoon 
huge white marble clouds pile up in the deep blue 
skies, forming marvelous backdrops f<rr the landscape 
and then , at evening, gradually vanish below the hortaong, 
only to appear 24 hours later to put on the same splendid show. 

The manager and public relations head of Valley Eleetrie 
came to noon dipner v along with Miss Cammie's youngest 
son in his usually disagreeable frame of mind. One of the 
Valley Eleotrio men remarked that he had enjoyed the article 
in the imes tout the u hana garden to ,which Dan sourly replied 
that he had seen the article but hadn t witnessed any evidence 
of the vegetables. The olerk observed the okra from the gumbo 
of which he had just had two helppings and the tomatoes in front 
of him were from Ghana, I said nothing, 

bo ' ■ i«o !■ a• •' . • • 

Thg recent legislature passed a flock of laws, most 
of which have already been signed into law. One of 
these cuts off welfare assistance to a person living 
with a person fo whom he or she id not married and 
to women who h a ve had children since going on welfare, although 
unmarried. In the plantation regions, marriage has often 
been a formality about u/hich people who have found their 
desired life .mate haven t bothered much about, I recall 
Tugabou once remarking that he Maude had never married 
beoause it seemed that people getting married were 
always getting divorces while those who didn't go through 
the ceremony usually lived happily •ever aftet. 

The first person I heard of at this b end of the river 
who has been out off the welfare rolls is McKinley Brown, 

Twenty five years ago. Molingey took unto himself a wife 
in the person of the v ark Duke's sister, I suppose 
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Thursday, July Blst, I960, 


there are five or six children in this oommen law arrangement and 

it seems to hav been quite successful • About 

a year ago, McKinley was stricken with a heart attack and 

was pronounced incapable of physioal work • This entitled 

him to welfare assistance and things have rooked along 

well enough until this week when, because of the new law, he 

was cut off from the welfare stipend m What the next 

move is, 1 know not • Perhaps he oan get a 

legal marriage certificate by obtaining a lioen.se and 

promising a preacher he will take the woman w ith whom he has 

been living to wife 

In the case of the unwed mothers „ or, more particularly, 
in the oase of the children, I find myself wondering how 
they are go’ing to make out There s till seem to be so many riddles 
in life that haven't been adequately solved • 

I saw pat at the store for a moment this 
afternoon • He asked me if I had ever heard 
fromCarrie about doing a magnolia picture 
for Juanita B • I'had to confess that only silence 
had obtained since I wrote Carrie some weeks baok . 

I talked on the ’phone with Thelma today • As President 
of the Hysterical Ladies, she has endorsed, —on or in 
the name of her organisation, - the current efforts being made 
to get a Hollyday Inn established.in Natchitoches . I believe 
stock is being sold^at present, a site selected, northwest 
of twon hear the Country Club, •)* Highway No, 1 and 
many people feel this new earauanserie will be helpful 
in the tourist trade • Just what the several motel 
operators, the hotel, restaurants and so forth may think about it, 

I haven t heard as yet . 

She said John has driven to Shreveport 
three times during the past three days to have some dental 
work attended to in anticipation of fheirhrief vacation 
in the Iberian Peninsula a couple of weeks hence • With 
excellent dentists’ in town, it isn't clear to me why 
the daily trips to Shreveport have to be made but 
possibly I don t take into consideration the fact that 
road-running is not a bore but a pleasure to 


Memorandumt 

Hot • t i •'< 

. 3'»1 j>. vtot'?. «.KUiw e'lismfiv V -.c‘ *'•* 

The postman, for no known reason, made his rounds 
today a»| hour and a half earlier than usual, bringing 
mighty little mail and taking away none of my making 
sinee he had long since departed before I made 
my rounds at the aeoustomed hour• « ' 

When you have time, you will enjoy Aunt 
Willfa'e letter, ’ It contains no news of 
espeoial interest ftut the descriptive phrases 
are excellent . I had written her a letter ^of condolenoc 
on receiving news of her sister's death but I found 
no reference t*> her sister at alj. in this letter whioh 
continues to strike me as a little odd both from 
the Baton Rouge and Monkes^ Corner quarters, what with 
no reference has ever spoken direction of 
that event • , on v . 

" j;. o- * .:iO» n&w.iv 

’the only news item that was mildly surprising 
was the tentative plan, later droppe'd, that the Registers 
and Mahiers should drive to The Bluff in August • 

. , t0 Perhaps the Mahiers are trying.-to do a Jtit of patohing 
. . i\ :: up sf domestic matters, even ms I have attempted so 
unsuccessfully in the past » That this 
attempt on their part should have fallen through 
surpripes me net at all, of course and I still think 
a dab of patohing would still be most desireable, 
ft. 7 • 4' 8 ..li btti-'j o t Ui ‘ ‘ 

I heard a tale from Carmen today which exemplifies the 10 yeai 
' old child complexI have witnessed on occasion across 

the fence, assuming it to be true * I take everything 
Carmen says with a grain of salt but I pass this episode along 
regardless • Ihere was a sard party initosm yesterday which 
both she and Celeste attended, —four or five tables,- 
and that is unusual in itself sinoe they do not circulate 
in the same erowds usually • e that as it may, 
then the games wsre'totalled, the hostess declared 
Carmen to have the highest score and whatever the 

*•»•••#• V. J v ' •• ** 


many . 
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Friday, July 22nd, 19 60 


Memorandum 

Hot and dry • ' 1 

Goo wera of peacnes are soanning the skies 
in vain in search of a rain cloud for it seems that 
water at this time would vastly increase the tonnage of 
the 19 60 y-ield. . 

Sara who has been working in pecanes, tells me that 
a few miles to the east-where the plantation skirts 
red river, the peaoane groves there are doing so much 
better than in other sections, as Montrose, where the water tabl 
must be farther away from the tap roots of the pecane trees • 

I suppose the Red River groves may well have their roots in watt 
much of the time since the river itself, I believe, 

.in that area, ts contained by the levees and the river remains c 
all times higher than the adjoining lands. 

Today's post brought the two enclosures which spec * for 
themselves • £ he note from Martin, of course, 
sets the date for the Dallas enterprise »bicb is heartening . 

I join you in laughing at Martin squestion 

as to whether I might know anything about Carolyn s 

whereabouts • As Martin is writing from 

Marshall, one may assume she is not in that quarter • 

I shall write her a letter in duplicate, sending one 

copy to the Advertising Mart in Shreveport, f he other 

to Hew Orleans • One would gather from artin s 

memo that he as well as the rest of uS is quits 

in the dark as to where the lady might- be ,or how one 

might establish contact. if relations were purely 

personal, the l a dy might have the right to claim that where she 

might be was nobody's business but when she herself want3 to 

aet in on the enterprise, her failure to keep anyone 


prise was, —an ash tray, believe, was 

awarded her . A few minutes later. Celeste arose to 
inquire the total of Carmen s winning seers and declared 
that her.own seers had been the MM higher and that 
accordingly the prise should go to her * The scores 
were compared • Celeste s was htgher • Hie prise was 
taken backfrom Qarmen and handed to Cole its. That 
is Carmen's story and at coffee this morning, Celeste 
didn't mention anything about sard table adventures 

as of yesterday • * _V 

Reverting to Aunt Willie's request for my opinion 
on the Democratic Convention, I am reminded that 
she, like all the other millionaUrei I know personally, are 
conservative Repu licans • X shall answer her question 
or her request , with some such opening sentence as 

*Hew Governmentf whether Democratic or Republican, 
operates as well as it does, I have never been able 
to figure out. ±he same may be said about 
conventions, £ emooratie or Republican ••••••••” 

mnii* \jibj , * 

I dop’t mind saying, I think the heep-la type of 
Convention may very well be on its way out and I 
hope so . I find the paid ovations as tiresome qnd 
old fashioned as, claque at the opera . It ddds nothing 
to the business at hand and foils nobody. At the same 
time, it affords people with the most money to 
put a crimp in the serious proceedings to hand and, although 
I don't know how it earn be done, but one thing is 
certain, some way must be found to provide the 
best mam, not the man with the most money behind him, to 
get some sort of an even ohanoe to get his name 
befere, not an assembly of horse-play,legionaires, but 
rather a serious body of people whose business it is 
,/jfrc select\the>nost qualified man as standard bearer* 
i • vo v — t a 9 ' 3 

Vi : I seem to have got off the track a bit ih going 
to such lengths about political matters but I 
v suppose X shall do,even worse next week when the 
Republieans get their tidy machine functioning 
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For, the first time, perhaps in months, perhaps 
in years, * talked with Ralph and Sarah Combs on the 
'phone this evening* 1 was glad Ralph answered 
because I had found a couple of excellent chinquapin 
trees which I thought would be suitable for their 
garden, remembering that some years.baok , Ralph had been 
consulting oat a legues in quest of same* 

■ ■i'll.', V 

I think the intensity of the panio whioh 
always seems to be gripping the Combs menage may be due in 
part to the emphasis plaoed on "misers" but it 
is perfectly true that one or another member of 
that family is forever a hospital patient and it just 
chanced that Julian, the eon, who was in the hospital last 
Spring when Madam Regard was there, had jugt returned from the 
hospital today for morg kidney tests and Sarah's mother 
in Alexandria had suffered five strokes last week, etc*, etc*, 
but Sarah takes suoh things philosophically enough and 
was able to give me some confidential pointers •# 
how some of my friends oan hope to get fo-instated on 
the Welfarg rolls and how one might go a bout 
getting good old Zelma on t he receiving end of 
some State stipend, all of whioh made me very glad* 

I'm bound to knook off a few letters, staving 
off visits next week end* I am not really expecting 
a nyone in particular but there are three or four oases, like 
Helen 1 8, in which people have threatened.to honor me 
igith a Sunday visit one of these days and I K certainly 
don t want tgo big a mob around on the 3 1st, when 
the'-Dallag Wolves are roaming the gardens* 

■ * o -■ j 1 j • ■■ 

I thought of *ames today when we had our first figs of 
the 8 easen, m-he is so fond of fresh figs* I 
like them very much, too, but I think I do not have 
the mania for them that ha does and Celeste .and ev ryone else I 
know in these parts* This afternoon about 6 o'clock, 1 chanced 
to be passing a big old fig tree in the wood lot to 
the east of the big house where I sighted three boys busy 
eating figes up in the trpo* When they saw me, their 
activities ceased abruptly and each one remained as motionless 
as a statue, if you can imagine three statues up in a tree» 

I simulated interest in something just beyond 

the tree and maintained my even pace and so they guessed I had 

never glimpsed them and s hope they went on with their good 

work**,* 


CftdOi 
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Sunday, July 84th, 1960* 


Memorandum 

Saturday hot, Sunday hot until noon when 
an inch of rain came down with gusto while we were 
eating midday meal and I loved every drop t 
of both the man a from earth and from Heaven* 
n ' oo< vts ■ i. _ : ? ;(i ucii'ov".. ... y 

Well, Saturday w a s election . day with a couple of 
surprises and a few non-surprises* In the 
latter category, Earl Long got enough votes to be 
in a run-off late in August* After all the orack- 
pot performances of the past year, one would think he 
wouldn't get c/iy votes but that would be bassd on the 
theory that there aren't htiiy-billies and that would 
be wrong* 

• # * i 11 . . Ci V* # 

R* B* Williams lost his race for a judgeship by a n a rrow 
margin which was a mild sunrise and Lester Hughes lost 
the District Attorney race which was also a mild surprise* 

R, B* worked hard but had to much weight of^gn unpopular 
and wealthy set of relatives a gainst him, -mMadarn Beaufort, 

J.* H* Willjams and suoh like who aren't popular with 

a ny level of the populace* Lester never bothered to 

work for his election while his opponent did* I gather 

it is just as well a new District Attorney takes over ai y way, Lester 

h a 8 fiddled with the office for so long that he seems to 

be pretty stale* 

ti. a *' I 01v, <•. 

As for R* B*, his failure to win the raoe may have 
some financial advantages, at least* Everybody knows that 
his law practice, which, had he been elected * he would hav had 
to give up, is far more lucrative than a judge's salary 
qiid so his opponent gets the honor and R* B* gets 
the money and thus his depression cannot be too great* 
ti'v . «•«? vo t, ■> •».. ocu J no e. «»?• 

About 6t30 Saturday night, the artist called on behalf 
of Blythe, reporting that Blythe was at the compand 
was inviting me over to sup with her and Miriam Johnson* 

I though the invitation a little late in arriving, especially 
as I had already supped at 5. But I fiddled 
around with the radio, listening to Invitation to Learning 
examine Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, which I enjoyed and 


»U V.i eS'XlHiH 
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Monday, July 25th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


then for a little work in the tohana garaen, joxj.owea *y a 
after which, the sun being now set, I enjoyed a leisurely st 
over to the. camp, II titurlly my thoughts traveled in 
a Lyme direction in such a place and as there wasn t a 
breath of air stirring, the surface of the riper was 
as smooth a s a mirroir and just-as silvery. 

Along a bout 8 j30, I discovered I was beginning to 
feel vaguely hungry apd when supper was served, I did my 
duty by it, Joan had remained inAlexandr.id* having 
a touoh of kidney trouble and I found it pleasant to chat 
with the two ladies fully as much as I should have , perhaps 
more, if Joan had been there, too, 

- . . 

Blythe plans to go tq Shreveport on 1'uesday and 
T hope the Lord she doesn t bring # ybody back with her, 
"bile there, she says she is going to listen attentively 
to the Republipan convention, Xer favorite choice for the 
Vice Presidential nominee is B a rry Goldwater, no lpss+ 
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OB'.l nu'\. 


Tuesday 9 July 86th, I960 


there seemed to he greater clarity and I could heard the 
Valter Judd keynote address very distinctly, 

I theght the Judd speech masterfully contrived 
. : and skillfully presented with the usu a ly amount of factual 

fancy foet~mork and oratorical legerdemain Judd, like 
most politicians, is always disturbing since he actually seems to 
helive in the truth of what he is saying, Like the Republican 
of 4 and of 8 years ago, Judd seems to give things a twist 
to ^make it appear the Democrats invited the Coitunntsts 
to take over China and there were quite-a few equally 
ridiculous statements but that is merely political artillery 
of which politics will never do away with whenever an election 
, is in the offing, - • 

j.i. rfli^frott oi—o o6;. - ■*> si. 1 - s* 

, I thought it mildly amusing earlier in the 

proceedings that Barry Goldwater said he wouli ^ introduce 
all the people running for the Senate on the epublioan 
ticket and proceeded to forget to name at least 3 whom 
Senator Morton had to summon up for applause after Mr, 

Qoldwater had.departed from the speaker's stand, 

,5 It's such a pity Senator Qoldwater isn't 

nominated for the Vice Presidency or, even better, for 
.-.the Presidency itself * — he is so typically 
the die-est~hardest.of the Old u uard and must be anathema 
to people like*ookefeller, 

c: 1 t t " L " t • • t 

Jou will be interested to learn that the artist 
began the Yucca mural or friese today. She started 
out on about 10 or 18 feet, -• a seotion a little less 
th a n a third of the wholepieoe, I believe, if I oan 
hold her b a ok to reasonable speed, a goodly section but 
<j.,jno*. tl)e complete thing will be finished by this week end, 

and I 4 hoping the Dallas Values will be able to see this contempo 
ary bit of painting tn its cneative stage for it 
seems to me it will be even mors interesting to them 
if they oan inspect .it in its growing stats. 

And now, beoausg I spent the whole evening listening 
to the political claptrap, I must roll up my 
y, sleeves and get busy with the day's mail, I 

hold the thought the Atlantio surf may be invoroting where 
little Mies Lee ohano&s to be sampling it,,,,,,*, 

■ o 'tsooci r fra a- o ro-,t •( a’,:. >K4 biu 

Ofc 0*T<? ->..4 .0 S ' i: • .1 r ’S; .3' 'SO 


T - V 5MJS<.■ 4 .. i 1" 3 oW a«l- 

Memorandum: • 

■ it ! 

Rot and humid. 


n a naea me a card from little Miss Lee, indicating the 
progress of her travels 'and I was glad she had found 
such apleasantstopping place along the way, 

. j .Um ry V -l » ''I: \ 

. D i ho l* 6 ***<8 morning', I had a call f rom the Rocket out 
of Baton*ouge, She said she had talked with Ola Mae who had 
told her there was a letter at Advertising Mart for her. As 
the calluns long distance, I thought it would save time 
by not going into the contents of the letter and ^ asked 
her>if Ola Mae had read it to her. She said she had not, I 
asked if she had received a letter in Bmiw li ew Orleans cov> 
the same matter. She said she had received a special delive 
several weeks ago. It's nice knowing she receiumd that 


would maKe an appoiri 
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Wednesday, July 27th, I960 


Memorandum 

s.. •• • 

Hot and humid, 

'V i;o Vi biuiui I b».i) \$j;u aid «o oae sAk Si>z 

I was gJb d to haue some folks fromthe field to 
give me a hand today for I want to do a little pushing 
around of primitives before the week end arrives. 

The artist, as I feared, converted.seme of her 
Tally funds into fire wt or as was evidenced by the »■ 
sections of the frieze delivered today, she having 
worked on them last night until late, she said. 


reservation at the Louisianne motel in town for 
tonight for her and her two nephews, I would. She 
saidshe would arrive late tonight and leevbefore dawning 
for Marshall• I thought that was fine, 

The artist delivered the fi st two sections of the 
Yucca frieze this noon and asked for the next sections 
for tonight and tomorrow, *‘he stuff she delivered was 
childish, pretty and uninspired, I had hopes she 
might do better tonight but was depressed on that point when 
late this afternoon. Dr, Talley, the lady doctor of IJ ew Orleans 
arrived at Ghana to say-^owdy and confess she had just 
purchased 7 pictures from the artist, That probably meant 
fire water for tonight and may the good Lord help 
the friezes, Dr, Talley will return inllovember and 
1 only regret she had to hit it today in July, 

. . z fa u 

I began listening to the “epbulioan Convention when 


a baptisin , —a long row .of vbite robed "candidates", moving 
from the Church to the river, and on the other side of the 
church, a long line of parisl^oners marohing toward 
the scene i of activity. The results of the night's painting 
was a long line of Parishoners moving slap across the canvas, 
both to right <y»d left of the church, appreaohing thewater 
'where one seesi the deacons but no parade of people in 
white robes, heading toward the water, But I shall * 
be able to handle the story alright although my 
initial concept of the picture whioh the artist, herself, 
sketoued in before painting, evaporated somewhere d eng 
the way with last night's fire water, I 

reckon the a rtist. gets so busy stirring up ladies' in costumes 
of gay design and everything fades from her mind so far 
as the episode she is supposed to depicting. One 
thing is oertainf the final composition will held 
a suggestion of the primitive if for ne other reason, than 
its lack of co n't inuni ty, b . 

;<3vi .cteestt nus 

A pioture of people going to a baptisin where there's 
no baptisin' seems to be somewhat original and so I 
shall present the thing when it is finally finished, 

, hl 9 * uq iT .fttltbi* i{ i Ofi** rtoue Va;;. :-.o iU o4 

, There was an air mail from Helen today, and I shall ,0 
bexh eubious^te learn its contents. The first secretary to 
turn up t oday l a rrived tonight, following a revival session on 

■x ,.:V.V "o-.'.Si il'iOOt doue -\ 0 \ 0 * old.- a 

. oY*®L« 5U4-J-. • «»•' 1 • u 


it started this evening but I was'diatraoted whgn 

Sister 'phoned from next door, asking if * didn t want 

some fish for the sugar pot. But that was merely 

a ruse to get me to help her to unload a oarful of 

plunder, all of which might just as well have 

wiated until the morrow for the unpacking and carry to 

the big house. Assured that I didn t know enough to 

pour a gold fish from a dish into the pot, she had 

to undertake that difficult operation and then she had to 

have some supper, etc,, eto,, and so it was 

well into th Eisenhower speech before I got back 

tethe pe a ce of *ucoa, * felt a little shame - , 

faced for everybody when, following the President s speech, 

the r resident of the Republican Clubs pronounced the eulogy, having 

Mrg ,) Eisenhower,no less, aft its object, I know nothing 

a bout Mrs, Eisenhower and so far as 1 know she is alright 

as an ordinary military wife but when 1 learned abou what 

Jeer a» inspiration she hadbee n to everybody aoross the 

nation, it seemed to me that was putting it on a little 

thick, A nd now, what with the hour 

advancing, I fold up, holding the thought the 

current vacation is progressing delightfully,,,,,,,, 
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Thursday, July 88th, 19 60 


o-.-ei 


Memorandum: 


Hot and humid 


Little River. The rumpus with the Leuisiana delegation 
at the Chieage oonveiition was just being reported and so 
sent the secretary on his way and I kept tuned in on the 
Republican doings. 


in the post came a message from little Miss Lee and 
I was pleased to learn of her presence in the neighborhood of 
a State capitol which, if memory serves, was designed by 
our third President of the United States. I assume one must 
h a ve passed through the neighborhood, converted into a 
wilderness by the boys in the blue and the gay a century back. 
It always makes reading a bout doings in this period 
more interesting if one has traversed the terrain. 

The artist\called me this morning to say she bad finished 
the two final sections of the frieze. From the brevity of the 
time involved in the painting, it was obvious she 
had done a slap-d a b job which she had, I learned, when 
I viewed them. She will pass this way on the morrow to paint 
in one or two things, impossible as they are at the moment, and 
then I shall let the whole thing go. Where two 
sections join, a big leafy tree is constructed to conceal 
the fact that the picture is made up of sections. Although 
she herself had sketched tn one of these trees, when she 
pointed the scene, she slapped out a fine buxom peoane tree 
, covering this physical separation of the boards, and then 
painted only one half the tree, there bye, instead of 
letting the eye slide over the seam, it has the contrary 
effect of drawing the eye to that particular spot 
for, after all, a tree, cut in half vertically does present 
a striking appearance. 

The figures on the last two boards are painted in a larger 
scale and different shading, making them seem but scantly 
related to the balance of the frieze and, fortunately, 1 guess, 
phe quite out-did herself when she painted what she 
might descirbe as a mule, although, b structure, it 
seems to be in no way related to another mul'e in the adjooining 
Panel, for the one on the final dy's board looks precisely like 
a turtle so far as shell and legs are oonoerned, but the head 
suggests that of a rabbit whioh, you'will agree, is 
odd by way of combination. One thtng~is oertain, the 
mule-turtle-rabbit creation feOeals a fulsomeness 
of imagination which no body can dSny. 


iiterruption.....a telephone from Ora, saying Ann had 

seen Carolyn in Baton Rouge a day ortwo back. C. had asked A. to tell 

her mother she wqnted to see her sometime Sunday when she expected 

to be in.Natohitoohes. Ora wondered if I knew when, how I had 

enjoyed tonight's convention, «t*. I said I liked the 

operations in Chicago but didn'tadvise her to stay 

home on Sunday awaiting a call. ~~ * 

r. • 

As for the convention, I thought the Dewey speech effective 
and not up to a very high standard, oalling Mr. Kennedy a "smart Alee , 
I thought the Mixon press interview at the conclusion of the 
night's session excellently carried out. It showed Mr. Mixon 
in the role of a gentleman which is novel, at least, wen one contrasts 
it to some of his either campaign roles. « 

,, E , .. fr.- .-a •' ' L * ‘ “ 

now I shall be looking forward to tomorrow night's 
final session. <* » ; 

•f So ■ W ST i Tl 1 '. • a-’l ^ 

In spite of the desire of the mid-West Governors to have 
a personality from t he mid-Vest named Vice President in order, 
as they s.tate frankly, to help gain Congessional seats in 
that area, 1 am hoping "cranky Mr. Lodge" may get the 
r,boWm\< I suppose that among other reasons, Mr. Mixon wants 
Lodge, not so much for the sake of Lodge as for the sake 
of Massachusetts, what wit Messrs. Lodge and Kennedy hailing from 
the same State . 1 - i " 

La w i v. i o toi'.'zsz .t, s 

.What surprises me most about the conventions is that they 
both contained such strong racial planks. Uou told me, 1 believe, 
that Howard f. Smith of CBS hails from Ferriday, Louisiana. He 
resmrked tonight that twenty years ago, he,as a Southerner, would 
never have been able to imagine one part or the other, let alone both, 
being a ble to get planks for such racial liberality incorporated 


being „ble to get planks for such 
into the respective Party platforms 

And now L start folding 

it a day. I am hoping the Lyme tr 










- ■«' •• * l rt# 
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Friday, July 89th, 11960 


, Memorandum 

$ .i • s &♦'- J -- a * 

Hot, Yesterday Shreveport reported 98, 

Natchitoches 108 and today I never glanced in the direction 
of a thermometer, being too busy casting -about 
for dry garments. 

bbsI aa o 1 \,i J -its * 

Toni^ht'a national weather picture predicts a 
hurrioane fqr tba coast. I hold the thought 

nobody may be trying to negotiate the highways when 
the twisters are swirling about. 

I was mildly surprised this morning when, in 
answering my 'phone, I reoojmiaed Mrs. Johnson, calling 
from the Alexandria area • She had ashed the Natohitoohes 
operator to get her 8048 and had been given 3043* 

She s aid she was calling on behalf of Hr, Sproul, Madam Regnd a 
physician down yonder. Assuming the message might be urgent, 

I ,indulged in no personal conversation, 

As J. H. was a dinner at the big house, I assume 
Celeste had been called to seem about her mam a . I 
gathered from something said at supper that 
they may have moved Madam Regard back to the Natchitoches 
ho pital but that is, only a surmise. I shall prob a bly 
learn a ll over the coffee oups in the morning. I've 
, never seen a place quite like this one where 
everyone assumes one knows what's cooking and 
accordingly never bothers to enlighten one but 
at the same time always presupposes one knows all when 
any aspect of a situation if brought up* 

I imagine. Madam Regard is in reality more of 
3 a hospital than a nursing home case and it is my 
understanding that in the oase of some nursing 
homes, the patients requiringfrequent 
attention are Jockeyed into hospitals whenever 
possible. i - .nfrluayi f 


The letter from Helen speaks for itself. I, for one, 
h a ve never understood why Helen, when planning a week end 
for this area, invari n bly has to bring more than 
a single companion. Veil do Irecall the time she 
hhd to bring not only Lucille but Id a Oran to boot. And 
now it is her sister and somebody else. It seems to me 

one always gets farther in traveling if ons keeps the number 
of associates i down to a minimum but as I never ravel, 
perhaps there are unsuspected advantages in numbers that have 
evolved since last took to the highways. 

T am glad she is leaving it to me to say when 
she should gather up her companions and head 
out in t his direction. The presence of the current 
resident here makes visititations so unpleasant, I shall 
delay recommending any time to Helen indefinitely • 

S . « - ’ • *' 1 

1 Be it remembered that the ^ocket envisi ons 
turning a film on the artist within t he next few 
weeks, and 1 certainly don t want a ny more people 
around the powder keg than is t a bsolutely necessary. 

r .fee. 

Well, 1 listened to the final session of 
the Republican convention and got a laugh out of the doings 
when one delegate fromTexas wouldn't vote for 
Lodge "because he's tec 'liberal , which Just 
goes to show how conservative some delegates can be. 

‘ Hr. Nixon's acceptance speech struck me as more 
like the Nixon of 1958 and I assume it will get more so as 
the week between now and November drag along in the 
political field. I'm already tire of all the half 
truths that will be dished,out as gospel in 
the-month? ahead but Cj I'm grateful I can turn' out-the 
more ttretome rautings although I must say I feel 
sorry for the poor mnaipulators of news media who will have 
to be sticking with it throughout........ 
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Sunday, July Slat, I960. 


I have teen thinking of the 

measure of truth in the old adage, —no grea lose without 
some small gain. Ihese thoughts are induoed by the 
present uproar dominating the local bend of the river. For 
some time 1 have been conscious of the fact that I ought 
to reduqe and now this has been made easier by the 
nerve strain that tends to discourage the apetite, At supper 
tonight, J. H . remarked that I wasi\'t eating any hing 
and I attributed the circumstance to t he extreme 
heat, saying T felt better if I ate less when it 
is so warm. In the mean time, I don t o rave 
food although I do relish a ripe tomato, plucked from the 
vines and I continue pumping in plenty of liquids which 
supply more than I r.eally need iJiile the ourrent reduoing 
effort is in progress, I hold the thought that 
the preseut visitation may not last muoh longer and 
perhaps at its termination, .1 shall rijoioe that it 
at least aohieved a more suelt figure • Smile. 

. .'.-m St »U > ■ 0 ' •' ^ ' ■ V 0 

i 

Now tha\ both political conventions are over, perhaps 
everyone will tend to get back to former routines• I 
must say I looked forward to remaining .glued at the adio 
durii\g the nightly performances and desk work got 
up off and things generally held in sutpention during 
the proceedings but I shall begin e etching up a gain 
during the next peekf, I believe and I shall not 
feel ijie urgeto listen to campaign pseeehes with the same 
regularity that 1 tuned in on Los Angeles and’ Chieago, 
in a’ 

The trellis in the gourd seotion are beginning to 
claim more attention as the weight of the emerging 
crop increasjts,, .The bamboo lattice of the roof, while 
adquate to support the load, is incap a ble of reoeivng 
much additional weight. Occasionally ,■< however, some upright 
poles, projecting: perhaps lb foot or mo n bove the trellises 
begin sagging with the unexpected amount of fruit and 
when this proves too great for the poles to » 
sustain, the uh ole business crashes to the trellis roof 
and a sag results, After that, if one is to penetrate 
the coridor effected, a mighty lot of lifting 
and propping is in order, —and the year s orop continues 

U'ii’XA 

really get going ,••••••• 


Memorandum j 

Hot, inordinately humid all week end. 

Saturday a fternoon about 1 j30, Ann ^ordell called from 
town, saying she and a friend were heading toward the *ulf Caost 
and would love to pause at this bend of the stream. They came 
and 1 was glad to see them both. We had a pleasant African go- 
round and a very pleasant chat. Of course, I wanted to parade 
the peacocks for Anne but they were hiding some place 
and never did show up. 

No sooner than my guests were gone, J, sent me 
five more guineas and I shalll see what 1 can do with them. 

People on the plantation are losing most of their smaller chickens 

a nd guineas as a result of the perpetual cotton and 

pecane spraying but I r m hoping that the 

vegetation in the gardens may absorb a lot of the 

"ghanstly dew" and that the food ^ provide for the 

younger feathered friends may fill them up sufficiently to 

discourage fo.ragir\g on their joart where the ohemiaals 

knock out the bugs and, in turn, knock out the birds if 

they escape of "dew" but feed on the insects. 

This morning about 9, the Rocket called 
from Old Bonita, saying she would be unable to get down by 
10 o'clock as .she had planned. Shesaid she is having 
her house in the country dec orated by the introcution of briok 
walls, replacing the woochen walls. Home old brick had been 
found somewhere and she wits conferring with a mason a bout 
doing the work. ' 1 v ' 

She a ccordingly arrived here about 18\b0 and we could 
chant a little before, Martin, the Wolf contingent and 
the primitive inspection began. 

; \ | \ 1 .. ^ 

J liked everybody and everybody sesmed to be crazy 
a bout what they had to see. There had been a -quick srpinkle 
about noon which made the air humid to the point of saturdation 
and a dzzling sunshine seemed to increase the heat. 

It did seem as. though it took the 
people a long time to re-load their camera# and 
they must have taken yards and yards of color shots of the 
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Monday, August 1st, I960* 


endless examples of Hunter creations, After a couple 
of hours, I withdrew ^from the upper chamber of the African 
House to concentrate on some ice craoking and the preparation 
of a cold gin drink which was ready whenthe party arrived 
o» the Tucoa gallery where a fan was circulating the air a little, 

Mr, Wolf selected five pictures he wanted to 
purchase and take with \fim and as they were planning to drive 
Martin to M arshall and then go on to Dallas tonight, —a distance 
of perhaps 400 miles from here, they began making signs of iminent 
departure by 3s30* 

- <■ i i 

To my surprise, nothing of a business nature was brought 
up and Martin opined to me that hedssumed they wanted to mull 
over what they lad seen, the films, etc,, before taking up 
the details, I have no doubt t they were genuinely interested 
since they went to so much trouble to take such a yardage 
of color film, Originally it had been planned that a *upont 
representative and Dupont designers would accompany them here but 
Martin said that it had occured to ^oward *olf and him that they 
could pass along particulars to Dupont, 

And so thekHirach-WolS car drove off, planning to 
p a use at the artist's house' on their way, and the “ocket 
remained for half an hour to chat a little, after which she 
was supposed to return to Marshall, She said she wondered 
what would: come of it all, 1 asked if 3he feltftartin, with 
whom she had talked on Saturday, was expecing a out in the 
business that may result. She said she was sure he was 
expecting a cut, How all that remains is to see if there is 
to be any cut, or anything on which one may carvo, As of the 
moment, it appears to me the visit was altogether pleasant and probab 
holds the promise of profit although I shouldn t be surprised if 
we. did or did not hear anything more about the plans, 

At the Natchitoches hospital. Madam Regard is said to feel / f 

S&&S5&9 *.*SrS* *&*&..%: S&iT.'&AifI 

which made me hope the hurricane had played out tk and that fl 

Little Miss Lee was safe at home again in Lyme,,,,,, J 


. u 


Memorandumt 

Hot, 

I was reminded on two or three ocoasions 
today of that jingle beginningi 

... V • • ’■ <!>'•* .V psi'tti'I. !. b .jU 

"When people all around are making fases 
And all the world's a-jangle and a-jar,,,,,," 

It started at breakfast when our guest 
put in an appearance making a tremendous racket about something 
which 1 believe had to do with laundry but I did not r emain 
tolisten to a seeond verse, 

Hi frscq 54*. 301 QV 0 i)3Lie0 0'' 1 

Over the coffee oupsa couple, of hours later, mine hostess 
came, to sit quite close beside me, remarking that she had 
some wonderful news she wanted to oonfide to me only, I 
was. sure it was^something that would delight everyone when 
it came to pass and so, of course, was all ears and ex¬ 
pectation » It turns out that Toosie and 

some of the other girls are going down to False River in the De< 
Road8 area •» Wednesday morning to remain until Friday 
morning and they want mine hostess to go with 
them, What a remarkable pieoe of news and you may 
well imagine hqw thrilled t was the lady at the prospect, 
ttz&t ?H&iJfou;;oo r 

Mid morning brought Lloyd down in his own car from 
Shreveport, He seemed so oordial and to entranced at 
the.prospeot of a busy day ahead of him for he had brought 
tyis repeating rifle to give our , 

feathered friends a going over. He didn t remain long 
a t the dinner table, being so intent tn keeping the work 
going. At demi-tasse time, his mama seemed to go quite out 
of her heqd. She ^complained that two women on 
Saturday whom she understood were friends of mine fromArkansas, 
had invqded the piass quite drunk, ohased through the house, et, 
etc, I expressed amassment that J, H, would have 
sent two such characters in such a condition to me. That seems < 
to surprise the speaker, too,, but the ranting contined until 
I got up and left, t ■ ■ t- 

This a fternoon about 8, I went to the store and 
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Tuesday, August 2nd, I960. 


sge Joan ?rats on the gallery, re chatted 


... iii'OB ino* 
n \ off:® ros: 


Oil *S*. 
bos' 

1 . 

Mask; a. 


IBOlV t 


IjsicI Si 

w'.’ 0 0 

SS.tlS\Tl0 


ov.aae »s 

Ii*KU baiwi'fl 


+ 0 JOOB * rang on nne goj-J-ery, mo 

O a li%%lV until Blythe came out after having had a session with 
....J, H-, Ihey were -goinf to the oamp and invited 

Sister who had been sent for, Perhaps they invited Sister 
to visit them inAlexandria, as they invited me, Sister was 
■ hack for supper and I did not inquire anything about Blythe, 
fr ■ ,u I i\*; « o-. o- • *' : • 

About UiSO this morning, I responded to the telephone 
and recalled a voice from the past in the person of Rosalind 
Aswell, She apologised for the length of time it has been 
since lastshe communicated with me, It's my guess 
that it has been at least a year or a year and a 
half, Me that as it may, I realised, o course, that 
she mugt have some favor she wanted me to grant, I was right, 
Some man on U, S,3teel of years back at the time when 
she was doing drawings for that concern, or was it Bethlehem, 
is bringing his son to Hew rleans for a look around 
and, although she tried to discourage it, he will include 
i the Natchitoches region in his 
tour, Rosalyn, of course, has the problem of entertaining 
him and what could be more convenient than palming 
off an afternoon *n Melrose,/ I told her that it was impossible 
at the moment but that I would see withint he next ten days, 
when he is scheduled to arrive, what, if anything 
could be done, I doubt if anything oan, I think she 
had hoped.to get a little entertaining done by *helna and John 
with the college as <j backdrop but they leave this 
Friday by airjfor Frankfort and from there will 
out across Switserland, France, Spain and 
Portugal by ear, ^ 

^ Ora called a little after 1, askiug if I 

had aeon anything of the Socket who had sent her 
the message from BatonRouge about a Sunday 
conference, t S.he ^h ad been home all day but had seen 
"nie hide, nie hair" which is certainly bad, And so 
begins August and may there be brighter segments ahead •••••• 

; i'i, . a tv s «'■cs.~. ■r*, tu - 


Memorandumx 

- ■ • • 

Hot and humid w}th much olouds all afternoon 
and much moonlight tonight, <. 

naturally, I was distressed when the radio this 
morning announce$ that during the night, lightning had 
struok noble Green w ood in the St, Franoisville area, 
utterly destroying the place.aL though Mr, and Mrs, 

Frank Peroy and a guest in the house escaped without injury. 

On the home front,, things reached another inoredible 
pitch. After having ooffee-ed aoross the fence, I arose 
to go when mine hggtess, glancing \n the direction 
of the store, exclaimed she thought she reoognised June, 

I reversed my steps from the front gallery to the back and 
vanished into the vegetation of the Tucoa area. 

When {he clerk, a couple of hours later, passed this 
way to piok up a snort of port before we went on to dinner 
remarked that we were having Ban, June and three of their 
offspring to join us. And,so they did. Sister was 
present, too, but she wasn t talking. 

After dinner, Qan remarked that June had seen something 
about the Ghana garden and asked if i minded showing it to 
his family, I took them the short way through the 
gourd garden jv fi we penetrated Ghana no further 
than I, S, Wm a rd with oamera had advanced when she 
"struok" the over all photo. That seemed to x 
satisfy everyone and I strolled back to the house where 
I said Goodbye to June who seemed quite pleasant, 

■ l* ".1: * t " ““ i - 

About 8 o'clock. Sister came over to see me, bubbling 
over with vituperation against everybody but mostly against 
Dan and June, According to Sister, —and I don't believe 
a word she says, June with children had driven up from 
Alexandria, indent on going K to Hatohitoches to see her 
mama who lives there and to inspect Dan's house. On 
stopping off here, she had decided. $o 'phone Dan, telling 
him J, H, had suggested she emain for dinner and that 
hw should come down. She. and the children had gone from 
the store to Celeste where, according to Sister, the 
children had taken the XsZAX. .iJktP the bathroom and there 
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//. , —the miracle 0 / the aoul of the white butterfly 
1 ocoured this a fternoon at 8, I shall leave this envelope 

open to enclose the a fvresaid "soul" at dawning, 
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Wednesday, August 3rd, I960, 




was much trouble getting him out as he is never allowed in the 
house. Celeste had planned to attend a lunoheon in town 
and J, H, would therefore eat at the big house but 
with five unannounced diners, he said he would eat at home and 
Celeste, having not planned luncheon, was distressed, 

Then, aooording to Sister, before dinner, she had 
spoken to pan when he arrived but, according to her, he had 
flattened her out, saying he had spoken to her last Friday 
when he had been here, Henoe her refusal to speak to anyone 
at dinner which w as all very dubby. Just before supper. 

Sister unburdened herself to me on the nasty brats that 
are Dan's and June's and J,^H, ooming along, gayly remarked 
he . thought the three little girls were nioe children, didn t 
Sister think so, and Sister did,. 

According to Sister, Dan was furious with June for having come 
here and made her turn around and return to Alexandria 
without proceeding to Natchitoches and, by mid afternoon, 

Dan departed for where, she did not say# 

Tomorrow Sister is scheduled to aooept Blythe s 
invitation to visit her for a>oouple of days, There is 
some talk about Sister taking a trip to Washington and Canada 
but how that will pan out and when, I wouldn t know And 
so "around and around she goes, and where"—-if ever—"she stops, 
nobody knows "# 

• i • ; ;i ', . . <■ i'*0 0 j • • 1 J 1 

It is tiresome but it's a fact, —get three Renrys 
together and you're guaranteed a dog fight which, come to think 
of it, does make it a little easier on the other animals, 

I 

. Ghana continues yielding vegetables at a great 
rate, —okra, tomatoes, carrots, beets and even a 
ti^ird planting of radishes ir tis it radishes, which are rather 
late in this hot clime where they usually play out after 
the full aummor pun gets turned on At the moment, 

, however, the zinnias and coxcomb are the most colorful things 
in the vegetable garden, what with triangles perhaps twenty five 
or .thrity feet to a side simply glowing in marvelously 
brilliant oolors. Perhaps that i* waht is attracting the 
peacocks who h a ve been wandering there almost every 
morning for the past week, I must wander there myself 
right now by the light of the moon for I left a hose running and 
must avoid a flood,,,,,,,,,, 


Memorandumi 


•sui • 

.--At r.i is ri)i sc ’■-> sbVv 

90r.'tiih; eotjit j a - . 

. •U.'JTto 8-3^.; 8»un 


.. ^ Ho * an * humid with a drizzle of several midday hours 
that netted precisely- one tenth of a n inch of rain or moisture, 

*'■ Great was my delight and suprise whpn an air 

mail winged its way in front Lyme today, indicating that 
the deep summer sojourn had been completed and 
a a tack of stuff awaited attention at home base, I 
hold the thought no attempt will be made toward 
correspondence until after the "must stuff" has been 
rounded up in part, at least, 

M'S A'.>4 " >. i*'*" 1 ■ "5*'■ i'v** v ** • * ii'ijO" 

It was impressive you should have mentioned 
Greenwood, —in view 6f my referenog 
<to the place only a day or two baok, I must knock off 
• a column tonight and perhaps I shqll,have something 
to say regarding Greenwood in that oolymn whioh should 
f ' rem tomo1 ' ro '°• Perhaps I Shall entitle 
it\ of Mansions and of Mules" or some such, 

I have not see the artiole to whioh you refer but 
I suppose somebody may round up a oopy for me, I'm 
glad you mentioned the Richard Pratts and if * do 
the column indicated above, they might.be interested in 
receiving a copy and I shall snne them one it if doesn't 
tun, cut dull. 

And may I thank you for enclosing the dipping 
concerning the proposed Uganda saint,, j had not heard of 
this plan, I like to keep 
? abreast wit suoh doings and l'm always glad to 
bring them up for conversation pieces 
* w,i8n 9ne or another of the Reverend Fathere oome by 
— * or a •/ port and talk . r , ,i 


JOMU8. 0 8 3 


Sister got off for Blythe's abou 7 this morning 
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Thursday, August 4th, 19 60 


and great was the satisfaction all around that she 
and we should he having a breather, Over the 
coffee oups later in the morning, I le arned from 
Celeste that J, H, is getting mighty tired of the whole 
business as the enduranoe test for everybody's 
nerves goes forward, 

About 8 this morning, somebody who is to be 
Ur, V a l ker‘ s secretary called to ask at what time today 
she might bring her mam a , visiting her fromShreveport, for 
a tour, Lukky girl, —that the decks should have 
been cleared only an hour earlier, I recommended 
9i30 and, ten minutes later, recommended the 
same hour for some Oklahoma people about whoa the Louisianne 
motel telephoned. The Oklahoma people were very nioe and 
very dumb and must have thought I had nothing to do in 
this world but give them a tour for which they manifested 
scant interest and expressed scant thanks although 


Uemo rand ur t 


I laughed to myself today f at the example coming 
tq hand, shoiping how peopledon t read. Carmen oalled 
me just after nosn. She said she^had. read the Cane “iver 
Uemo a bout the.peacock on the pond and had loved it, She sai 
whey she went home for lunoh, her sister had asked her if she 
minded if she cut out the Uemo and mailed it 
to a friend in Arkansas whom she knew would just love it. 

How Carmen and her sister are both raoial bigots and 

nobody needs to tell anybody about bigotry in Arkansas, Of 

course they didn't get the point of the Memo which 

ipas to show the stupidity of Emmet and Erwin about this 

color business and Carmen and sifter, a 

couple of Emmets and Edwins themselves, lapped up the 

whole artiole and swallowed O' hook, line and sinker and 

withal, with delight, Perhaps never, perhaps, 

however, one of these days, they are suddenly going to wake 

up with a start as jolting as the sensation *Emmet 

receives when she discovers she has begotten a peacoek, 

Peaoe obtainddhereabout today and it was wonderful, 

I suppose the %unacy will start in again along about 
tomorrow but w$ are all grateful to God for 
the couple days of respite, 

A card party aorqss the fence this afternoon suggested 
everythiugis rocking along satisfactory at the 
ffatehitoches hospital, ,Howjremarkable that i. 

Uadam Regard's delicate constitution oansurvive all 
y the rigors tmpo sed upon.it during the past 10 months. 


they did get some movie shots which-wqsperhaps all they 
were afterl As for the future Walker secretary, 

1 liked her-and her mama who had once attended a ■ 

.class at L, 3, U, before which Lyle had appeared as 

lecturer. These people, however, surprised 

me by producing from the confines of their ear a small ohild, 
perhaps a f*w months old and a little girl, perhaps 

2 or 3* Trying to keep up with the little one and at 
the same time listen to my warbling was quite a strain 

on the grandmother who had to ask me to repeat wuiny things 

over again after she had returned from tracking down 

the frisky little oner. But it aL 1 oame out even 

in the end sinceGod arranged a drizzle that g a ve them 

all a good wetting down and as* T wa s already steaming nioely, 

I found the drenching cooling at least, 

JU.C.J io bi'fr t;Ki3Q LOiiS Tf) '' ‘‘ 00 

I think I did not mention in yesterday's memo that 
although the Rooket was s oheduled to appear on Tuesday to take 
some shots of the artist, wandering aboift in Ghana 
garden, she did not appear, &he didn t appear today, 
either, «—i which certainly was no surprise to me, —after 
all these years. 

The note from Games was informative but somewhat 
pussling since I cannot imagine why * should be advised where 
I, S, Willard might be at any given time and why he should 
be writing me on the subject, Perhaps I, S, Willard asked 
him to inform me since 1 think she hoped to get an invitation 
for last Sunday which she certainly did not receive but 
that was because did not attempt contacting her and, x gath 
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Over the coffee cups this morning, Celeste read me 
a letter from Juanita A, who mentioned that she was 
hack in Texas, following a two weeks vacation with Joe 
inArkansas where they loved the Ozark country, 

She said they,plan two weeks more of touring in other 

sections of Arkansas this month prior to the opening 

of her shcool term on the list of September* She 

says she plans to drive over here to meet Joe for a week end, 

leaving her oar here during the Arkansas jaunt and then 

the two of them returning here so she may pick up her oar 

„nd wend her way baok to Conroe, On.advioe 

from J, H,, Celeeste was not reporting, when making 

acknowledgement of the letter, that at least one 

other member of.the family would be here • Under 

existing conditions, that set of week ends ought to be 

just dandy, 

It was nice hearing again from Helen, I notice 
she now envisions including Lyeille in her 
proposed Hatohitoohes trip, along with Mary, From 
where I l sit, it appears to me that visit, -•into 
theCaye u iver country, at least, will not be taking 
place right away if they await their departure until 
they have recieved a beckoning signals from me • It 
is kind of her to.invite me to Waco for a f visit but, off hand, 
I oan think of nothing mors unlikely 

I worked rather late in the ®hana garden 
tonight, what with the moon being so pretty and 
the blaok grandpa on a frolto, sppposedly 
assisting me in pulling weeds, I suppose, 

He didn't know it,but he really did enhance my 

pleasure for he keptleaning heavily against 

the sweet basil plants, his tail 

stright up in the air and evoking thi l'duliest 

minty fragranosjfj&n-tke dewy leitves ©/ the bushes • 


On our way back, X paused oil the Tucea' 
inhale the tremendous perfume of a butterfly 
litly which I did not see in the shadows of 
banana leaves over head but I shall find it 
readily enough in the morning and enclose it 
herewith ,••••••• 


gallery to 
treat 


10664 
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Memorandumi 

Hot, 

• t 

I'm just back from a pleasant, relaxed hour in the 
Ghana garden and the hour is 9*30, 

• 

Ihe moon, traveling low these days along the 
Southern horizon, was golden and put a sheen of silver 
on the great banana leaves and gave the same pleasant fusion 
to partsrrres that amirroir does to any pleasant soens. 
Grandpa whom X found stretched out in t he moonlight 
beneath theAfrioan Houseroof but nevertheless in the moon - 
light 9 what with the moon, being near the horizon, casting 
its sideways rather than from above. Grandpa 

be-stiijed himself and by the time 
I had reached a bench at the far end of Ghana, 
proceeded to pi rk himself beisde me and manifest 
eonsiderable interest in the glass of crushed ioe and 
coke I was carrying. It j was all &o peaceful 
and so pleasant that for a moment I fogot I had noticed 
lights in the big house, indicating tbatthe mid¬ 
week traveler to Alexandria must have returned, 

B a ok home, the Yucca gallery was heavy-heavy with 
the perfume of the butterfly lilies, several clusters of which 
unfolded late this afternoon, What with dew forming on them, 
they shimmered in the kodilight like great 
snow balls atop dark green stalks and I thought of 
Lyme and how pleasant it all was, 

* ,. v v ~, 

last night, after folding up my beard, 1 proceeded to 
learp o^little a kout geography, The air waves were cluttered 
up witmmrash but, fortunately, I stumbled on to 
a tiask/MmLe station, that- was broadcasting 
the election returns of the Tennessee primaries for 
Senator and I liked everything 1 had to hear. 

The instruction in ^geography wasileisurely which made 
it easier for me to grasp the lesson. There was muchtalk 
about the winner and the unliklihsod that he would 
carry Shelby country in view of Shelby's 
proximity ot Arkansas and the Senator s known liberal 
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policies, From this I assumed, and correctly si,as it 
turned out, that Shelby county must be on the 
Mississippi, since Arkansas is just across the river, 
and then, a little later, T learned that Shelby 
country did come through for the winner as 
even did its chief city, Uemphis, And that settled that, 
Davidson county was equally unknown to me as a geograhie 
unit but^T discovered eventually that Nashville 
is its main urban center, I didn't know it before, 
but wasn t surprised when I learned that the capitol 
or countff seat of Knox county is Knoxville, It 
turned out that Chattanoug a is in Hamilton county, 
should anyone inquire, And this reminds me to a sk if 
I ever mentioned the letter somebody sent from France 
in the 1920's to somebody who had moved to Tennessee 
and that the letter was delivered, thye name of the city 
being spelled out "Chateau Nouga"MtThat strikes me 
as easier for the postman that theQ-etters SirWalter 
Scott used to write from Abbotsford'to his cousin 
in America, addressing them to 

A, Chinn, Esquire, 

Geln Dukey, 

U, S, A." 

Sir Walter never could remember the world, Kentucky « 


Along about first dark this evening, although, 
in truth, sunset fused into moonrise so sveltly one never 
really notjoed the transition, my telephone rang, 

I responded and the artist surprisingly s&cl\ 

'\ \ if, X. ’ ' o ^ 

"if you!s planning to come domS^tkis w a y, I done got 
some money so you could pa ss a rout^fo the saloon 
and get something,,,,,,, 

_ •• \o *•••<•- ^ 1 • 

I cleared my throat and askedt "How'you feelin 
gaspqd, "Lordy, Lord, 1 thought I was ringin P a 

si • ,1 -*• ...4.-• _ . .4 i . * i . > . . r 


, r a 


she _. 

and didn't notice that anybody but him wo 
answerin'-," 


and 


uld be 


From this I conclude there must be moonlight and 
moonshine at the artist s house tonight,,,,,,,, 


Sunday, August 7th, 1960, 


Memorandum j 


Hot and dry, 

Just after I had folded up Friday night's memo, 

I, S, Willard called, She had seen the Registers a couple of 
times during the week, She said they both seemed remark a bly 
g a y in view of all their prolonged session in the hip 
section and that they3eem to enjoy reading together and that 
Kny is a ble to get arouound-.on crutches. That they 
should be cheerful seems to indicate'they have great 
strength and cour a ge for K a y's hip isn't t doing well. 

Her doctor says some-blood vessels haven t been giving 
the hip the proper in nourishment and thatj 
instead of healing, the hip bone has deteriorated, requiring 
another operation that will put her in a cast for six month. 

Her/doctor, in whom &ay has great faith, is taking a vacation 
of two weeks, during t.which K a y will board a plane with a 
nurse and journey to the Bluff for a visit. Her 
doctor recommends that she have Charleston physicians 
examine her hip-while she is there and possibly a trip 
to Johns Hopkins might be in order. Assuming she r eturns to 
BatonHouge, however, within two weeks, the operation will 
be performed there and then she will go into her cast, 

In view of all thisj it does seemextraordianrg I, S, Willard 
should have found them so much on the gay 3ide, 

On the home front, early morning sailing was a little 
rougher than before. About 7*15 in the evening, however, it 
wasquite a different tune when la bag knocked at my door, and 

with much flood of tears, related that J, S, had told her she 

had been nkind to me and that an apology was in order, etc,, etc, 

Sunday morning I was again honored by a visit with much 
protestations of love, etc,, etc,, — asfalselylovin' ashateful 
the day before. Ora had called Saturday morning to ask 
if she might come down with a view to making some note for an 
article but I responded negatively. She said she 
would try again *n Wednesday,- t *. 

, * • 

It seems, as 1 learned on Saturday night, following the 
tears, that Blythe had taken Sister to Briarwood on Thursday 
and that they found Carrie just fine and delcaring she had 
been busy of late, doing some picture fot the Leutcher - 
Starks, That certainly was an unexpected bit of news, le a ding 
one to bplieve that Briarwood and Orange must have patched up their 
■*" - 

• - •* . t *■' 0 

‘ ' B '* *' ■: - 3 • i; t t- 4 


1 
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Monday, August 8th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


differences. She sent word to me that she owed me to 
letters and that she would he getting around to answer 
before long. I wish she wouldn.t write me but rather to 
Pat and Juanita B, 

,V ■- 

I was amused tonight, just after supper across the 
fence, when j’. H. answered the 'phone, taking a message for me. 
It was from Mat Hertsog, saying he would like to come up to see 
about getting some dipper gourds. He oame and he got a flock of 
gourds . He seemed to be impressed by the crop h a nging from 
the trellises and asked me if he could get seeds from me to 
make a garden of gourds for Magnolia* I told him I would give 
him a ton of seeds and he finally departed, looking 
slap happy about the whole thing, and not at all in the 
spitit of the "Dear °ir" letter. 

I haven't been able to find E. R. Murrow but perhaps 
he isn't doing the daily news cast, I did hear CBS re¬ 
commend to its listeners the Murrow program on Sunday but 
they never mentioned the hour and I never did catch p 
'with it. It seemed to me it was galled emething 
like 'background to the Hews or some suoh. 

Tonight I did hear an excellent 
hour interview with Walter Lippman by Howard K. 

Smith • That Lippman should have declared 

himself an admirer / Mr, Churohill surpr ised me no at all but 
I was mildly 'surprised to hear him mention the 
President of France as one of his pet heros, too. 


Over tjie coffee cups this morning, I learned 
of one point for the autumnal season that seems to be 
settled, .Celeste sa.id that yesterday, while driving 
in to town with her, J. H. said that Dan, ofall people, 
h a d said that he thought that since Sister is here, Melrose 
should not ; be put on this ear's Pilgrimage, 

And so that, I take it, is that. 

Among other things I must attend to forthwith is to admise 
my several hostesses so that .they jnay acoept invitations to 
serve at' othef homes. 

It goes without saying that in the considerable mail 
today, the letter that really mattered was the Friday one 
from Lyme It was so noble of little Miss Lee to 
take time out in such a hurly-burly schedule • 

I 3hall be concerned until^I am re-assured about 
the unpleasant itching' that developed on the heels 
of the trip. I hold the thought ijb nay be no more 
than some surface irritation that can readily be corrected. 

I have forgotten if red bugsoperate as far North as the 
Ma8on-JJixon Line but I suppose they do. I remember 
in 1958 I picked up some around my ankles during the summer 
holiday in the triangle formed by Hew Fork, Florida 
and Louisiana and that after my return to Manhattan, they 
lingered with me until well into January of the f ollowing 
year. At the time, 1 didn't know much about, then, save 
from their unpleasantness but now I handled them with 
dispatch, usu a lly by applying a day of alcohol or 
vaseline. Tkt^Lattcr seals off air from then and 
they fold up pretty quick, —in o matter of 

minutes or perhaps less, I wonder now that I put up with them 
for five or tix-. months in earlier times. Whatever the present 
affHcition may stem from, I hold the thought it may 
be eradicated in a jiffy and that everything may be 
b a ck to normalcy without waiting months to reach 
that hes^re a ble condition. 


On Saturday night I caught up gith a porttion of 
Invitation to Learning, --Ihe & ood oldier by Ford Madox Ford. 

I had forgotten thatFJt. F's papa was a &errnn, named 

Heuter or some such and was prominent in t Londorf musical 

circles < dt l the turn* of the century. There wasn t. much a bout 

The “ood S 0 idi er that recommended itself to me, apparently being 

a prosaic novel about 0 » American an$ an *nglish 

co upleand their romances during the pre-1914 years. I 

\enjoyed everything I heard on the program but, for the first time 

lag'll t0 

. 
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Tuesday, August 9th, 19 60 


J (emorandumi 


Like mother, like son, as the old saying 
has it, I was reminded of the adage at supper tonight 
when J, H, asked me if I would like-some lAore 
peacocks, explaining that he had learned of an 
opportunity to buy some young ones inexpensively somewhere 
in south Louisiana and that they would be delivered here 
one day early in the week. Earlier this week 1 had 
had some work done, tighei)ing up the Unicorn house, 
and 3ince the unicorn isn t here at the moment , J 
think thiswill make a fine place for the youngesters 
until they are old enough to join Dot and Dash 
nightly azop the giant pecane tree, 

• 

I wa3 in the gardens most of the day but dropped this 
way around 2*30 for a drink of ice water and received 
three 'phpne oalls in rapid succession,. The 
first came from young Edgar Rogier, overseer of 
Little Eva • He said the Cloutierville Baptist 
Cnyroh is having revival servioes and wanted me 
to know they would be glad to have ie as their guest. He added, 
a nd this was the point of the call, that the evangalist had 
asked if he might confer with me early one-day thisweek. 

It turned out that the evanglist thinks 8 a,m, early 
and I shall see him on Friday • I believe he hails from 
someplace in Mississippi and is just the type I 
should enjoy asking some questions about religion as 
practiced in that State, 

.As.I replaced the receiver, the instrument rang again 
and it was Carmen, asking me if I could tell her 


been so long since I read A 1’Ombre des Jeunes Fines 
en Fleur" that I cannot remember much a bout it but 
it seems to me it wasnot one of my pet volumes, being 
too long and drawn out in little Marcel s mooning 
over Albertine, but, come to think of ic, 
he moons endlessly in all the volumes on that subject, 
a nd especially in "Albertine Disparue", But now, 
after more than a quarter of a century, 

I shall be curious to dip into the pages again and 

see how it unravels, I am forever getting 

the french and the English titles mixed up for, as 

I recall, there are only 4 or 5 volumes in English and 

about 16 inFrnech, and 1 reckon the next after 

the volume about the "budding Grove" comes Cote 

des Guermantes, 

A long, hand-written letter from Fay, together 
with several enclosures, apparently letters-from 
somebody to her, covers about the same ground 
I, S. Willard did in her report except for the 
statement that Kay and James would be going to^ 

New Orleans to oonsult with her doctor there. From 
this, 1 gather the Charleston jaunt may not be 
in the cards but that is only a guess on my part, 

■ .i i I; .a •;. ' f.. . • • i 

A note from Mrs, Charles B a ldrttige says she has 
done a Ghana story and passed it along to the ti atonRouge 
Sunday Morning Advocate, just beforq a he started for 
a vacation in the Osarks, She didn t say when the story 
would appear but we shall learn that from James when it does, 

I shall be delighted to learn how "Bye, Bye, Bridie" turned 
and don't forget a report on the health situation,,,,,,, 






in the Southern Historical Collection, 


10671 


10672 


Wednesday, August 10th, 19 60 


the acreage of Little Eva, I told her I thought it to be 
about eight thousand acres but asked her why she didn’t 
call me five minutes earlier so that I might ask Edgar,, 

She had a questionaire from the Texas and Pacific Railroad about 
Little Eva and another question requested enlightenment 
on another point, to wit, Was Chopin, the railroad stop on 
Little Eva, named after the Erench composer by that name, 

I told her 1 never heard of such a person, the only composer 
bearing that name J ever heard of hailed from Poland, 
which took her quite ab a kc, as 3he exclaimedx 

"Well, I declare, you're perfectly, right but 
I hadn't thought a bout it before," 

Aged n 1 replaced the receiver and again the 
bell rang, —Ola Mae, no less, calling, from Shreveport • 

She reported that Ur, Hodges had oalled . on her this morning, 
suggested the issuing of a weekly paper to serve 
the El C a mino Real area and had asked her to contact me to 
see if I would consider contributing, I said I would 
consider the matter in conference either with her or Ur, 

Hodges, She said she would try to get down Saturday, 

I suggested Sunday might be better • She wasn t sure 
which Saturday or Sunday • I said I had expected to see 
Carolyn a week ago today, She said she had flown down 
to some place on the Gulf* That's alright with me, 

"hile I was busy directing garden operations this morning, 
some Colpiiel James arrived unannounced, e must have been 
here before as he brought me a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of French bread. He a leo brought his. daughter, his wife, 
a youth from Maryland and probably his mother, I thought 
the Colonel ought or out of order when he responded to a 
knock on the $oor. It was ValleyEleotrio people, engaged 
in re-wiring all circuits leading into the gardens and 
a 9 k}ng me to direct their workmen about what trees could 
be trimmed and whioh couldn't. It didn't take me long 
to get rid of the James party, 1 was glad to have the 
Valley Eloritc force to do their work, and to set a few extra 
poles at vantage points whioh I may use advantageously later. 

Today was Country Club daf ontHb# J, J, dined at the big house 
as he will until Saturday, what with the+frolio at IlewRoads claimin 
his wife'8 presence, beginning am^awning on the morrow* 

So things turn, —peacocks north to Cane **iver and 
social butterflies south to False River and it all 
comes out even, 1 reckon,*,,,,,* 


Memorandum : . 

• 

Hot this morning, cool tonight, with an 8th 
of an inch,rain this morning and another 8th of an inch 
this afternoon, to the tune of much hanging from on high 
that brought copious supplies of water only to places 
up and down the road, skpping us with but the dab 
already mentioned. 

It was so nice finding a letter from Lyme in 
this morning' 3 post and may I say how mueh I ap pr eciate 
your kindness in setting me straight about the 
Congressional list which sounds just grand. 

And may I say how much I appreciate your kindness 
in aoqucd nting me with the latest Broadway hit. Because 
of your kindness in sharing your impressions of these 
presentations from time to time, I am able to 
keep abreast of points I would otherwise miss since 
I do not read Time or whatever magasines give them 
space, 

% 

. I am so glad the patient appears on the mend, I'm 
forever wondering if it will ever be January and even 
if it does roll 'round, if the patient's status will 
be altered any. Somehow I t}ave a feeling the urge to 
look after the parent doesn t move the offspring too mightily. 

Ora oalled at 8 this morning and said she would 
be down this way a ^little after 9, 

■ • ■, .. . . -am •; ■ 1 1:. t . i, "> 

At 9, Mildred Cunningham's husband, Peyton, 

'phoned to ask mg a favor. He was drawing up a 

brief with a view to defending a client 

in Court, Although the man is white, there is a bit 

of color pertaining to the matter in question and 

Peyton requested my assistance so far as advising him 

on certain points are concerned and, of course, I was 

glad to do so, Peyton s client is a white man who was formerly 

on 1(l\e college payrgle as a guardian of the campus, 

or rather one of the guardians of the somewhat vast and 
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sprawling acreage, —practically a city within itself, 

The man operated a photo shop in town, catering mostly to 
people of color, Lester Hughes rented the man the property, 
Somebody accused the man of operating an indiscreet 
rendezvous joint and the college fired him, The case was 
heard in Court about the photographic business and the 
man was acquintted, Then somebody complained that 
colored people shouldn't Ife congregating in the section 
of the tbwn where the man s shop is. The man, as I under¬ 
stand it, is trying to restrain the city from doing away 
with the custom of plantation folks meeting friends 
in that area, It will be a pleasure to go 

to work on this brief which 1 shall pass along for Peyton's 

use, I shall take the opportunity to broaden the 

scope of places for people to congregate, — 

poor men' 8 clubs, as it were, with at least the ordinary 

conveniences so readily for the use of non-colored people, 

At 10 Ora called^to say she couldn t make it, as 
she had had to stop at the hospital for an dab of photography,- 
I-Ray of an ankle, injured when a grandchild tipped over 
cfi iron chair, I told her I didn't mind her being late 
if 3he cared to come and she did or she did, It rained just 
aft$r she got here but ceased before she departed, I outlined 
a few ideas for her as an approach and treatment of an article 
for a magazine she is going to attempt, I also told her 
that Carmen had called to gossip this morning and that 1 had 
taken the opportunity to advise her I thought it would 
be an excellent move if the Hysterical Ladies would 
issue a statement, pointing out that inasmuch as 
the Civil War Centeniel Commission, which has been 
preparing for the 1961 observat ions for several years, and 
since .the Hysterical Ladies would like to cooperate to the 
fullest in this national undertaking, the Hysterical Ladies, 
requiring time to add extra plantations and pagentry to make 
the 1961 Pilgrimage a unqiue success, it had aooordingly been 
decided that the 19 60 and 1961 Pilgrimages would be 
merged into a single event, to be celebrated in 2961. 

Thus presented onfhe positive side, it would seemingly explain 

the omission of the 19 60 Pilgrimage and .give the group 

an opportunity to round up Reform, M agnolia, e to,, 

and at the same time avoid disappointing 2960 pilgrims 

who would be disappointed if only Beaufort and Oakland 

were on the a genda% Hell, we shall see,,,,,,,, 


Thursday, August 11th, 2960• 


Memorandum: 

• Humid, cloudy and reasonably cool in the mid 
80's, He almost got a sprinkle toward evening but 
not quite, 

The 'phone was out of order from 4 or 6 last 
night until 9 this morning when it was half in 
order, tn that one could receive signals from 
the bell'when being dials but the person calling couldn't 
understand anything one ssid. 

Later this afternoon, the instrument died again, and 
tonight I believe its demise due to someone having left 
the receiver off which suits me to a T, I may be missing 
some i-coming calls but I'm liot being interrupted and 

I, for my part, 'am 'interrupting no one, 

■■ 

Today's post brought the enclosure from Henry Clay 
Watson which sounds like quite a different tune from his last 
What museum he has in mind doing Up this way, 1 know not 
and I certainly don't care. 

Today was Blythe's birthday and she had a party at 
the camp, inviting a flock of ladies .from 
Alexandria andSirstwr but as the invitation wasn't 
delivered until mid afternoon and as Sister was back 
■by 4;30, I\ take it the call for her presence at the camp 
was- either intetionally late or, perhaps, there may have 
been no invitation but merely a crash. 

Before I forget it, I want to refer to your mention 
of Dr, TomDooley's "The Night They Burned the 
Mountain", I reoall having read some exerpts from it 
in a Readers Bige t sometime in the Spring 
and got the notion is must be rfi excellent item. 

Last winter Station niOI, St, Louis, which comes in strongly 
here, ran a series of broadcast "by Dr, Dooley whioh 
were, 1 suppose, taped inAsia and forwarded to 
this country for broadcasts, Through them I seemed to get 

8‘ii - • S 
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Friday, August 18th, I960* 


Memorandum• 

Veils of thin clouds and'wonderfully..humid, 

^ t ^ 

I ipas , entranced today when I learned the difficulties 
so mysteriously acquired during the outing had found a 
soothing ointment and I hold the thought the irritation by 
now is all a thing of the past, 

I am puzzled, even as you, in trying to figure out 
how the ivy section could have got into the 
picture, I suppose the beach must be ruled out for 
usually the 3un takes care of everything in*that quarter, Probably 
we 3 hall never know but it would be inters t ing to find out, 

r fc'V I *; J 'I X 

I am so ap preciative of your kindness in giving me 
such a grand description of your t ravels. No, I have never 
vi 3 ited White Sulphyr but have it on my list as a must , I 
shall have to consult a Federal Guide one day on the place. As 
'I recall, it flourished iu ante bellum times, even as did Saratoga, 
'but somehow, perhaps in part because of its situation which is 
more remote, it seems to have^retained more ofiits earlier 
aspects than did the MewTork State watering place which was also 
a popular resort more than a hundred years ago It has been 
so very long ago that I read Action at Aquila but it seems to me 
one episode in that book was unfolded there * i 

The night that turned ^into a nightmare sounds terrific 
and I'm sorry you had to go through that suffooation of 
fresh paint inside and old Brenda outside . t One would have 
been too much and the combination impossible, 

I'm glad you mentioned the a bsence ol Wand radio along 
your trip at the pleasantest spot where Me itounta ins seemed 
to keep out communication with the outsiav iiqo rid, I 
had never 
present fo 
to keep in 


out communication wivri vne ou oa wu / xu. j. 
r thought much about problems the hiffhmiiuW might 
for those who would make use of these media 


„„ touoh with the outside world, . I 

thinking especially of some such place as Gattlingburg whioh 
is certainly hedged in alia round bytowening mountains 
a nd I'm wondering tf telephone wires to stations in the valley 
provide what othAnaiAe. would be impossible to get. Madam Beaufort 
will be back from the Tennessee watering place one 
of these days and I must inquire about ether wave communications 
up that way. 
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to know the author before I knew his work. 

As for Parish new3, I hadn't learned until 
this week's papers rrived, carrying the announcement, 
that Pat had been mmed Assistant District Attorney for 
• Natchitoches and Red River Parishes,, As Lester's 
post runs out at the end of the year, the Assistant s 
post will aldo prob a bly do likewise, this job was 
created by the Legislature and it is nice that Pat has 
the distinction*of having been the first to fill it * 


At dawing this morning I was entranced when 
six fteld hands, strong of b a ck and sinewy of arm 
appeared on my gallery, J, B, having sent them to me 
for gdrden duty since he felt 1 it was too damp in 
the orchards or fields or whenever, I never turn b a ck 
any although sometimes it's a bother to try to find something 
at which they can labor when I am, not with them that will 
•not end up in hardship on the plants, v ut I 
got them going nidely and then went on to breakfast. On 
my return to the seat of operations, I was as surprised 
as I had been at dawning for during my round with b a con and 
eggs a'nd'hot chocolate, J, H, had changed his mind about 
the moisture content of the universe and all my hefty helpers 
had vanished from the gardens, and, secretly, I was glad. 

Three re-appeared this afternoon, however, a nd they remained untt 
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Sunday, August 14th, 19 60 


As I turned the page, to my surprise, 
the telephone which hasn t been operating rang, 

I didn't know the identy~of the speaker, a lady, hut 
the voice was pleasant, She said she had keen 
in Floriday for a while, —and I thought of I, S, Willard 
whose.voice, also pleasant, wasn t that of the speaker, 

We did weather, planting, etc,, and then she asked if 
I had heard 3he was currently serving as R, B, Williams 
secretary. Then I realized the speaker must he 
Mrs, Richardson of Reform plantation, 

• 

Then D wondered, naturally, what she wanted, and 
it turned out that she.had a friend, a Mrs, Brower, visiting 
her fromFort Meyer and , of course, the guest 
must see Melrose, The hour agreed upon 
was 8 p,m, on the &ah hath, 

■ •• 

I got a doorstep surprise this morning at dawning 
when I went to step out on the front gallery to 
see if Dot and Dash had made up their minds. Sometime 
last evening, prohahly about 6:30, somebody had 
placed half of a huge watermelon, slioed the long way, 
just inside the screen door. The other do or-.was open, and 
I suppose I must have been in the hana garden. Be that as 
it may, I returned here, —I don't recall-.by 
which side of the house hut I assume by the white garden 
side, proh a hly took a hath and then sat down 
to do some desk work When it came time to get the 10 o'clock 
news, I closed the boudoir door giving on the front gallery, 

I suppose it may have encountered, —must have, indeed, 
encountered the watermelon, pushing it slap up 
ngainst the screen door hut with the humidity so high 
these days, .doors are forever sticking and I suppose 
I simply ,g a ve the thing an extra push and that was that. 

It goea without saying that the watermelon, already 
ripe to Jbtiejjwtnt of falling apart, had oozed out gobs 
of ; juice an *he door sill a nd what by way of insects it had 
attracted, I know not, for I simply wrapped the thing up 
in newspapers and disposed of it and then mopped up 
the leavings, . Suoh a strange wayto dispose of a watermelon. 

Tonight, before turning on my radio, dosing my door so 
the sound may not seep to other houses, I shall prob a bly 
look, in v a in for another melon,,,,,,,. 


Memorandum*. 

Cloudy and humid with half an inch 
and another half inch this noon at dinne 

Blythe, Joan and Miriam came up to 
Saturday afternoon about 8, Sister leai 
b the store and she immediately 
At supper, J. H, said Zelma had phoned 
would be b a ck here for supper and to sa i 
When she had announced pm her plans, . 

'phone the 3 tore, —my P^° ne 1 
der, inviting me'over to the c 
As Sister did not return here. 


Zelma to 

out of order - inviting me'ovt 
supper, - 

to the camp, 

mii mbrning she "blew U 
„wful had happened but she a 
was going to church in town < 
some details as to bouquets < 

At noon dinner, °, H, said S 
call at 6 o'olock in the mor 
leading town this noon at on 
to Shreveport in his car beh 

rlTiLlTJ’ict ^onlVitut.’/U. ’awful', a. r.ferr.a a. 
earlier. 

Frankly, for a man who had had a cardiogram onFnday, 

with her lawyer friend, Grace Williams, 

I had expected Ola *ae during the afternoon 
but wasn't surprised when she didn t show up, 
discounted this probability when I had ^oepted 

it wa f s all very pleasant and they were gone before 4 o cl 
Jit 'Blythe 'and her two 
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Monday, August 15th, 19 60 


to spend the night with them at the camp since it was 
getting bedtime, h ut Sister didn't want to 
go to bed and so remained at the camp until four in the 
morningSister had told her with some 
glee that ^elrose wouldn t be on the Pilgrimage this 
year, I suppose it is too much to assume that 
such a disordered mind could realize that the 
adviertising Melrose gets as a result of the Pilgrimage 
enhanced the value of the property of which is she 
One thing 1 realize is that 
1 will be saved a tremendous amount of 

i aring for Pilgrimage 
•adies to put off 


Memorandum j 


Hot and steamy, 

# L . . . _ : ; ;• • , s - - •• 

J, 3,'s day gQt started a little after 5 o'clock 
this morning when he had a telephone from Shreveport, 

Dr, Venk was calling to apologize for having 'phoned 
yesterday morning so early, — at 6#. 

clerk tells me that J, H, wrote Sister's 
lawyer, —Whitfield Jack, that he was disgusted with both 
parties in the impending.divorce and was washing his 
hands of the whole business, That determination 
will last ju3t long enough to give Sister a chance to 
start screaming and he will, as usual, go a jumpin', 

According to Celeste, Dr, Venk bought a house 
for himself and the children and, for what reason, if any, I 
had all the mattresseaes and springe removed from the 
family mansion and placed in the new house. If 
this doesn't make <ji y sense to you, it probably doesn't make 
any sense to anyone, The doctor's position is that 
while he realizes he has no right to remove anything from 
the mansion, not until a final settlement and division 
is mads, several months hence, ^he has in mind to let Sister 
have th% mansion which, among other things, •«/ 
course t woult\ rid himself of the trouble of finding a 
purchaser of same, 

7 . \i\ a . p !-■' "> 'f * 

Veil, so much for today's contribution of the 
joys of life, I add only that the peaoe obtaining 
here, thanks to her a bsenoe temporarily, passeth all 
understanding "• " 

-.'J- w a 8 happy to find myself sufficiently awake last 
night after quitting this desk to turn to my reading 
machine, for a page before folding up the beard, I am 


is part owners 
Celeste and ■ 

labor that is always involved in'pr 
I hope I ca persuade the Hysterical 
Pilgrimage this year. If there should be one, 
however, I 3hudder at the thought of the numbers 
of people who will be trying to crash the Melrose 
gate regardless. 

Well, I real ize it must be might tiresome reading all this 
trivia, * pass it'along', however, thinking you will 
understand the better the future rigors as the unroll in the 
months ahead. 

While Joan and Miriam rested on a bench behind the African 
House, Blythe and 1 did a round of the u h a n a and the 
gourd gardens, A couple of weeks or so had elapsed 
since she had seen them and she was astonished 
at the quantities of gourds and the beauty of the coxcomb, 

I suggested she mark quantities o gourds for her own use and 
gather coxcomb to make bouquets to fit into 
the gourds when the proper season has a rrived, 

I welcomed the quiet of Saturday veiling to do a dab 
of reading, --I seem to have done so little of lage, 

I digested a Readers Digest of several months back and 
dipped into the “utobiography of Th'omas efferson 
with a Forward by Dumas Malone which I thoroughly 
enjoyed, I hold the thought there 

may have been a moment or two for relaxation and reading 
at Lyme over this week end, too,,,,,,,, 
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Tuesday, August 16th, I960 


Memorandumi 

Hot and sunny until 4:30 when olouds rolled up 
mightily, b a nged a little, spilled out a 3hower that 
dampened and oooled me and it continues sprinkling although not 
enough to jnean much • 

. Vy jv' . c.£>. .... s.i. -o' .11 ■■ S ol' i ' 

. Robina, in her letter, speaks of a 
radio program, CountryEditor, which used some of last week's 
Cane ti iver Memo • Thi.s appears to be a morning program 
s 'and I did not hear it $ ecause I never do any radio-ing 
except at 12 1 30 noon and at night • 

And speaking of radio reminds me that several times 
at night during the past fjew days, I have ohanoed 
. on o San Antonio station fhat has stated at the time that 
the ballon, currently enoircling 

the globe every hour and a half or so, may be soon from the 
Texas-Louisiana area but a veil o clouds has 
’ happened to be oovering the heavens each time at this bend 
of the river and so I. know not if it oould be readily 
seen or not, I haven't he&rd anyone 
mention having caught sight 0 f it but I must 
inquire a bout that point* As I • 

understand it, the ballon shines with a brilliance equaL to 
a major star and so ought to be readily glimpsed, I 
should think, especial, ly as it must be traveling 
in a west to east direction with sufficient speed to 
make it notioe a ble • I find the whole scientific 
business miraculous and how one bounces messages 
b a ok and forth from th-e garth, I haven't the r 
slightest notion • Perhaps I mentioned 
that a week ago Bobby Deblieux dropped in to see me and 
mentioned that a British TV program some time baok 
picked up a,map of Fort Worth that had been put on 
the air two or three years ago, the station broadoasting it, 
having long sinoe been demolished, suggesting the thing 
had/boynced baok after a couple of years of travel in 
tjrfe universe which 1 also do tiet understand • 
to so ; >ls« 1 

yi:: ‘ i jv,sax aiisiiioi- it* siu iti 

ns. * sons ; se;.o 

sum ieii iiuiy sdfr ito \o 

l , so.ia i k 8 om io\ sliiril s 4 \i \jl 

tiliS'E. , O .. 11 BO v‘t>" 3 00i ion h'iol’o ...v. 


enjoying the a utobiograhy ofT . Jefferson, *squire and although 
it pertains primarily to finer points in State papers, etc,, 
it i8 always Jeffersonian and delightful • I found 
it interesting, for instance, that ih.1781 when 
Jefferson had expected to go to ‘ranee as commissioner, 
he waited a month in Philadlephia because 

the boat oy,which-he p as to sail wasfrozen stationary in ice in 
Baltimore and that he finally went to Baltimore and 
mi ted <ji other month for the boat to get free but before 
a thaw had set in, plays were changed and Jefferson 
returned to Montioello,\ It has been 

a long time since I.lived on the Eastern seaboard but, try 
as I may, I cannot recall a winter when I did dwell in 

t 

that region that the winters were so severe that ice would have 
clogged and made shipping impossible in the 
Baltimore area « Perhaps 

the winter of 1781 in Maryland was like that of France 
in 1?88, —the coldest anyone ever knew, —before or since • 


; . 0 . ;> 

tomorrow is the day u harle3 Cunningham is to be married in L 
Ho invitations were issued and nobody is supposed to be present 
exoept the bride, ^groom and their two friends, Hr, and 
Mrs,^Qraoe of BatonBouge .and the clergy, In view 
of this fact, it does seem strange, I must say, that 
Charles ha3 taken the best Batohitoohes photographer 
with him to reoord the day on film • As Lafayette 
is a much larger otty than Batohitochea and 
has many more photographers, it does seem odd that 
Mr, Gillette should have been taken from town, especidly as 
no one is to be present but the five indicated above • 




n the old days, aside from the bride's kin, it was 
the best man who a ooompanied the groom but tody the 
b,est man ha3 metamorphosed into a camera. Smile •••••* 


\0 vjiitiUio 
r-iuii so 5i 
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Wednesday A ifgust 17th, 19 60#' 


A telephone call between this paragraph and the above, 
advising me from town that the satelite is moving soutward 
and can be seen plainly enough in town. I stepped out on the galle 
but clouds still obscure the heavens and so I'm glad to 
accept the word from quarters that are clear. 

t 5 - 

The clerk tells me J. H. had a card fromSister, 
penned in a sarcastic vein, thanking him and Dan' for letting 
her stay a few days in the big house by herself but 
pointing out that her girl friend, Grace Williams, has 
lots of room for her in her house inShreveport which she is 
glad to share wjth her. I hope this means she is going 
to stay with Grade but, of course, one never know3 how the 
mind of a psycopathic will turnf rom split second to 
split second. 

•: J .. i OQ" £> 0,-?- 

Grade is a granddaughter of Miss Lieudivine 's Episcopal 
minister in South Louisiana. I believe grace was one of three 
children in her family, besides herself there being twin boys. 
Grade’s papa killed one of the boys and himself 
thirty years ago or more+ Assuming one inherits unstable mind, 
it would seem as though Grade might be especially 
endowed mentally and emotionally to find a kindred 
spirit in S ister. t 

v t. Wits f<cii$09*t it tttip o* Sssssi o it 4 

• 

I got around to read a little more from the Jefferson 
autobiography last nijjht, ~the section having to do mostly 
with hi3 service in France. It is far toe sketchy for 
one who would like to have endless details although 
I was glad to refresh my mind about the circumstan ces of 
the printing of his Motes On 'irginia, first in a miserable 
French translation^ in ?aris and then in English by a London printer ^ 

,, t • \ 

I he autobiography was written in 1821, 3 (by years after the Freni 
tion broke out. *s various causes, Jefferson mMqtions the excessive 
expenditures of the Vueen. I believe History 
concluded that in reality, the Antoinette expenditure's were 
actually of no consequence, financially . although her influence 
in getting a flock of Polignacs on the yiuil List must have been 
important. Purely the little farm wasn t expensive and 
her nurchase of St. Cloud not too staggering. Still, it 
is interesting 1 to notice the lady included in the Amerioan 


Memorandum : 

Sunny and humid until 5 when clouds piled up and 
dumped more water on the Bermuda area without giving us 
a drop. I don't recall if I mentioned that during 
the recent dry spell, some of the planters in the 
Bermuda area finally rented some equipment and 
flooded their fields with water fromCane River. Just 
as the t job wasdone and the fields wonderfully a-float, 
the rains came and almost daily from that day until this, 
that area has been getting tremendous rains to the point that 
the planters are now faced with the prospect of seeing their 
cotton drown utterly. 

- -i 

Today is brithday time for the W a lker boy, — 

Kenneth, junior, who is 10 o £ 11, and for his 
grandmother,Clara Genung, who is 75. I don't 
reo a ll h a ving encountered a grandmother and grandchild with 
birthdyys on the same date. 

I read a little more from the Jefferson autobiograp hy last 
night, impressed by the fact that it contains 
30 little about Mr. Jefferson but so m a ny details about 
matters in which he was a^witness. One thing I like is hi enumera¬ 
tion of the towns he visits when making his European journeys even l 
he doesn't have anything to say about K the plaoes. 

. u % 0 b •. 

I believe it was in 1788 he made a hurried trip to 
The **ague to catch John Adams before the latter returned 
to the Un\ted States.r Jefferson mentions all the places he 
passed through, both going .and coming. The reader of this 
recorded version is House Jameson who is an excellent reader althout 
his French is a bit novel on occasion so that I am not 
always quite oertain as to the identity of some of the places 
he mentions although these appear to be in geographical progression 
a s the journey goes along and that is a help. 1 assume 
Jefferson was living in Paris at the old house whioh I remember 
asbeing on the c h a mps Eleysees 30 years he begins 

enumerating the places along his route in'his quick jauht to 
the Hague, it sounds as if Mr. Jameson begins witK* 

"Louvre", whioh seems +dd and I wonder if he is really saying 
Louveoienne, for t\ei second place name is Mary, the third 
place le Roi and so en. I interpret this to mean 
that Jefferson must have written Marly-Jle-Rei while 
Roit« x tu 3"- "vd-'oon .nor -to»v 

I'itl’.l ti X bSUOSBS' 96 0-' 84 t U!ci 0^ §Kjl*tOOO£ 

•'Jilt- btsk . SOltOi' V J., £ Sbutt 84 S II9." a io i 9 8 


.4 t UiOi 


)!' -19 A . 
>«4 1 * 1000 ; 
. tniiM 
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Thursday, August 18th, I960 


Jameson reads it as though it were not one but two places, 

Marly and le R oi. 

• 

further along in the autobiography, when speaking 
of spring and early summer and events taking 
place on the political front, he mentions the *ing, 

W ueen, d'Artois and others being at Marly,-— making no 
identifying addtion, for surely they were at 

Marly-le-Roi and not either at Porte Marly or Marly-1 a-Mac hme , 
both hard bye. 

. i'to- 

On his return from Hollard to R aris, °efferson traveled 
dqwn the Shine, stopping at many places and making little 
side excursions, as, to Heidleburg, for example, on his 
way to Strassburg • It would be interesting to run through 
the li3t of these towns together one day to re-capture in our 
minds some of the plaoes, familiar to us, and undoubtedly retain 
by feffersons vividly enough 3ince he was jotting these 
down in 1821, at least three decades after he had made the trip. 


Memorandum j 


Sunny but,humid until 4j30 when a drizzle 
brought the humidity to totality, and half an hour later 
the clouds thinned out but the dampness remained. 
i. « . ft it ok t sou 

R eaoe this week is the great prize and I afforded myself 
no end of pleasure most of the day by working in the G hana 
garden undistrubed. 

The vegetables continue supplying both sides of 
the fence with plentiful supplies of okra, tomatoes, carrots, 
bettts, egg plant etc ,, while the coxcomb inarea3es the 
splashes of color in the triangles of every parterre. The 
tomatoes this year t 3eem to be exceptionally fine and all 
three varieties have done equally well. The conventional 
l a rge size a bout the oircumferei\pe of one's fist are 
colorful enough on the vines • Two other sizes are equally 
delectable to my taste, one type about the size 
of a golf ball and less round than in the shape of a great big 
strawberry . These seem to have no seeds and none of the 
divisions within that characterize the larger, type. 

The smallest type is about the size of a quarter in ciroumference 
and are shaped Just like the largest variety . I keep a tray 
of them in the ice box, referring to them frequently 
when night comes onm, desk work is finished and the 
reacting hour arrives. 

bu 5.till v to! .• ‘.H • -i ' / 010 V-; ’.i* ■ i i li 

I am prej&ring k{orders of the parterres for the 
autumnal garden and shall do some planting within 
another week or so, —turnips, r adishes, mustard and such like 
while the ooxcomb goes on expanding and looking 
more colorful from day to day. . . t c 

.to „ A 33» <s ei;. - i 

The dampness continues letting down more gourds nightly 
but the vines, in coming apart, always leave a nice long 
stem, making it easy to suspend the gourds from the rafters of 
Yucoaa giving the gallery a gaiety that seems to 
entrance everyone, — their yellows and grees are 
refreshing and their assortment of shapes so decorative. 


On the home front, it was wonderfully peaceful 
but there was a tremendous racket going on in 
Shreveport, it is said. J • H. and Celeste drove up early 
this morning and didn't get back until 6 tonight. 

The clerk and * ate across the fence because 

, Doreatha, had to have the day 
'or.a oheck-up, following her 
1 onight the clerk and 1 had a picnic f 
supper of our own making at the big house sinoe the cook wasn t 
back in time and since J. and G eleate were going 
b a ok to town to sup at some sort of 
a party. 

I am thankful they came back alone and that there may therefo 
be ono|/ier day of peace hereabouts although I continue holding the 
thought that* ister may remain in Shreveport . The boys are living 
with their father in the home he has purchased and the gil, on 
her return, perhaps this week or next, from Mexico, will also 
prob a tfly live with her father, as she,, has already ex¬ 
plained to Blythe that it .is impossible for her to live with 
her mother. In the mean time . neither j . J - 


the cook at the big house 
off to go to Shreveport f 
operation last pring. 1 
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Friday, August 19th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and humid with a little sprinkle around 
8 thi3 afternoon, 

Hie coffee hour waspleasant enough hut I 
thought I detected a certain nervousness, manifested 
in various little ways, one of which astonished me 
because it was i(he first time the lady e ver dared cut 
a leaf from this aide of the fence and I encountered her 
snipping ginger lily leaves along the path which she 
explained she feared might worry Madam General, should 
she pass that way tonight after the dew had formed, 

Ten minutes of the coffee hour .had been consumed 
when the 'phone rang, It was T, Sal aertzog in town 
who had invited three people to luncheon and cards at her 
home in town and, as Celeste had already heard from 
„other source, T, Sal was casting about for someone to 
take the place of the last minute withdrawal from 
the luncheon table and the card game, Celeste had 
been so fearful she wouldn't K be asked, even though it 
was but a left handed gesture to fill in a role for which 
no substitute had been .planned, u* the important thing 

was that she really did get invited, one has to 
)e so careful about getting J. 1 the invitations one can 
at our age", it is said, Imagine, 

V . _ 

And so off to. town she flew and so I, H, dined 
with us at the big house which I always like, Re fell 
to talking about the Governor's current problems with 
the Mew Orleans sohools and from that to the case of 
Celeste’s nephew, Joh.n Regard, whom Jimmy D a vis 
appointed to hea.d t.he department of Archives, replacing 
indrsasan# «/• R, siad that he had seen John a day 
or two ago and that John Regard had explained that one 
doesn't have to know anything to be the head of the 
State Arohives , J, R, said he thought thi^was cheering 
news because the G ove rnor had appointed a'mgn with 
precisely that equipement, I said, casually, that I 
supposed the secretary of the Department head oould help 


Dot and Dash remined in bed until after 8 this 
morning and disdained any breakfast, They spent most of their 
day following me about in the hana 
garden but didn't seem interested in looking for any 
bugs, none of which they would have found anyway, I guess, 
since the cotton dusting and spraying seem to have 
just a'out eliminated all insects, It seems odd that 
peacocks never peck at tomatoes / — a food item which Emmet 
and Erwin adore, and unlike the uineas which are forever 
scratching up the ground, the peacocks never seem to 
practice that art of 3tirring up half concealed food Dogs f , 
chickens and guineas are thivigs one can have if one doesn t 
want a flower or vegetable garden but one has to make up 
his mind about which he prefers • In the case of 
the peacocks, however, since they never scratch things up or 
eat raw vegetables, one can have both birds and garden 
without any danger of .the birds playing hob with the 
garden, t 

Roberta Rue, mother of Johnny Rue, ■Frances Rue Renry, etc,, 

.is sitting in at the RedCross while Carmen is taking the week 

off, I was reminded of the surprising lifting of gourds by 

John Rue last autumn today when Mrs . Rue called fora 

little chatasked me how my gourds were doing and said that Johngy 

had a wonderful assortment of tsame at his camp, somewhere 

on CaneRiver, Mrs. Rue said she didn't know where Johnny 

got hi 3 seeds but his crop was doing wonderfully well and they 

must have been of stout stock, Smile, 

si*** «it 4 i) .'V 08 ot 11& \,i. i*.!^ yr 

It is heartening, to find-Kay's contemplation of her impending 
oprationso oheeerful and I hold the thought that 
she may have smooth soling straight ahead, following 
her August 89th ordeal,,,,,,,,,, 
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Sunday, August 81st, I960 


quite q lot, J, H, said he didn't know about that, 

I didn t ask if he had ever heard of a bag named 
Irma Tucker, currently holding down that job, 

At 1, this afternoon a call f rom town 
announced the speaker to be Georgia Spinks, 3aying 
her folks were fishing on Black Lake and that she 
had thought to call me for a little chat, I asked 
her to come down immediately which she did and in the 
sprinkles, we walked over to Ghana where we talked 
for a couple of hours# T gave her a quick run down 
on the local situation so she would not be making 
plans to take in Pilgrimage this year, She asked me 
to keep Crockett in mind, should I ever consider le a ving 
the Cane River country which T thought very kind of her, 

She s&id she had recently had occasion to write 
A, J, Hodges n bout some horticultural matter and 
in responding he .hod spoken so warmly of me# Like 
the Lost Word and the Rocket, hq , too, may have kindly 
feelings but he certainly doesn t waste much 
time voicing them on-p a per, even as they, 

. At 5*10, a couple of hours after la Spinks had 
.departed, Beaumack and Junior Fug a bou appeared at 
Yuooa bearing a orate in whioh four young peacocks 
were traveling, They are about the size of a grown 
~ rooster, I incarcerated them in the unicorn house and 
was pleased to see how tame they are • 

• ~ ^ w 1 ® 

Five minutes later, out of a clear sky, Joe Henry 
n ppeared at my door # He said Juanita would be arriving 
from Texas a bout 7, he arriving fromArkansas # At 
5*30, we went over to supper and there met the General 
who had just arrived, His wife with Celeste was remaining 
aoross the fence, Job soarcely speaks to the General 
which is dandy # J, R,, the olerk, Joe, all three left 
supper before the general and I did, and he asked 
me if we might walk again in the Ghana garden # We did 
walk and he asked me about Sister, even a s Joe did, and I 
was glad to s tress the -effect she produced on J, H,, The 
brother of the General's wife is ill in Shreveport, haying 
had. two thirds or his stomach and part of his liver removed 
art'd is expected to undergo a crisis on the morrow and they 
will journey up yonder bright and early. So runs the 
day and so L must get busy for a dab of desk work 
before calling it quits for the ending of the week . 


Memorandum 


The same weather pattern coiitinues, — hot, humid, patches 
of blue sky occasional ly, intermittent drizzles to the tune of 
about a tenth of an inch. As the Weather Bureau 
remarksi "the same old widely .scattered showers, . * 

First off. May I tell you how delighted I was to 
find the Auguest Ladies Home Journal in Saturday's post. 

How char a cteri3ticolly kind of you and how delighted I 
am to see the Greenwood likeness .and the Evergreen 
pictures, espe dally the interior of which the Pratts had 
written when they were hauling up rugs and furniture from 
New Orleans to get things ready for the camera last Spring # 

• 

I chanc to have an extra copy of "Of Mansions and of Mules", 
and sinoe it touches on Greenwood, it occurs to me you might 
like to have, it, to_ attach to your copy, of the Journal carrying 
the, Greenwood likeness and I shall accordingly enclose it, 

t 

I was bidden to sup at the Rand camp last night 
and I accepted, —just Blythe, Joan and Miriam, I 
found a statment Blythe made quite interesting, demonstrating 
as, it seemed to do, how differently people read things, I 
mentioned how pleased I had been to see the pictures in the Journa, 
pijthe and Joan had peen them, too, Blythe said she had 
gone fio school with Mathilda Gray and used to visit her at 
her home in Lake Charles, adding that so much time 
had gone bye that she had forgotten how the place looked and 
accordingly was glad to see it and its interiors in the Ladies 
Home Journal • I said I hadn't had anyone to read the c options 
to me and had recognized only Greenwood and Evergreen, She 
said she didn remember that Evergreen had appeared in t he 
article and that, so far as she had seen, only Greenwood and 
Mathilda's Lake Charles home were illustrated in the Journal • 
Naturally, I let the matter drop right there, not bothering to 
point out that I, for one, at least, had seen nothing of 
the Lake Charles place. The faot that the article 
was z bout Mississipp River plantation homes somehow ought to 
have made her think twice about getting Lake 
Charles into the picture, I should have thought, 

Juanita and Joe spent yesterday afternoon in town where 
they actually bought a lot on whioh they propose building a home, 
but when, T know not, Celeste says in April • 
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Juanita came to visit me for an hour this morning and 
read the article by I, 3.Willard on the back page of the 
first section of Thursday's Enterprise • She said 
she and Joe were going in to town for mid day meal 
a nd so left around 10 K to have coffee withCeleste who had told 
her Dorothy Cohen was .dropping in, as she often does, 
following Church* About 11 :30, I moseyed across the fence for din 
and saw a car in front of the house which I tookk to be Dorothy's, 
Joe and Juanita had obviously left, On entering I found Celeste an 
Dorothy chatting, Dorothy sitting in front of the window so 
that her face was in shadow • We chatted gayly for 10 
or 15 minutes • I gathered Dorothy had just been inShreveport 
since she began giving details about the Wenk menage which 
seemed awfully intimate for one who doesn t know the Wenks too 
well, Suddenly it dawned on me that it was not Dorothy at all 
but Madam General, I automatically made a mental no e of my 
own contributions to the conversation and was glad they 
seemed casual enough and so nobody ever knew how dumb I 
had been, Shortly a fterward, J, and the General appeared 

coming from a conference in J . H,'s bedroom, I chatted a / 

little with the eneral, who wasenroute to B&tonRouge with 
his wife and they did not remain to break bread • I ) ie General 
.says Sister is no better , Frankly that was no surprise, 

He said Dr. Wenk has purchased a 84 thousand dollar house and 
is having an outdoor swimming pool installed • Sister 
ia staying in the mansion John Henry tienk aid Lloyd 
are with the.ir father, and, as I understand it, the girl is 
b a ck from Mexico and with her^father, toe, The 
General's brother-in-law has weathered his operation apparantly, 
and is going to be alright if the absence of two-thirds of his 
stomaoh, a pieoe of his liver and something else be missing, 

The parting shot of the General and wife was directed at J* H,t- 


"Keep away fromShreveport", 

\S * t 

but that's wasted breath on J • H, 


, V! '■ i 


Juanita and Joe are remaining here until the morrow when 
Juanita will go to Conroe and Joe to Arkansas • 

1 > • V * 4 * I ti t 0 O i D ft ( ' * ’ I " V.V 

I. .. *» U < v \ « Vt'i 4 bCf* Ou . * 

Today'8 drizzle was accompanied by high winds that 
.seem to have knooked oyt the telephone although the 
eleotrioity is still intact for which I am thankful, 

The young peacocks seem to be thriving but they will 
remain in the unicorn house for another week or so until 
they have increased their stature somewhat and can 
join the others nightly atop a pecane tree for they will 
never roost inside, once they are turned into the open air ... 


Monday, August 82nd, I960, 


Memorandum : 

Stearmy with showers to the amount of ahalf inch 
this morning and others during the afternoon to the 
same measure . It's clear tonight with the promise 
of widely scattered showers for tomorrow a fte moon. 

The 'phone, after going out at noon yesterday, 
resumed ope rations late this afternoon • I didn t 
know it was functioning until nearly 5 o clock when 
the arti 3 t called to say marauders were in the pear trees, 

A few minutes later, the Enterprise called to say that 
the State Department of Wild Life and Fisheries or some 
such was in a tizzy about the C a ne H iver Memo of 
a couple■_ of weeks back, —"Something Fishy , 

One never knows, or at least I'm no good at guessing 
as to what is going to appear without a ripple and what 
is going to bring things to the boiling point. 

Personally, 1 thought *Something Fis y" among the 
duller pieces had knocked off and was surprised when 
weople took the trouble to 'phone their qiproval, 

I believe Cane J*iver is under the aegis of the onservation 
Department but perhaps Wild Life and Fisheries works 
with that Department, Be that as it may, Wild 
Life is getting wilder, it is said, because of the 
Memo and, of course, everybody is delighted that 
a mild flurry is astir in that quarter, 

I must confess I am astonished the Citizens Council hasn't 
been gunning for me long ^before this late date, what 
with the cracks I have taken about oolor but perhaps 
people like CousinEmmet haven t time to read newspapers, 
what with a ll the energy they expend on trying to 
stir up raoial animosities, • 

•:< •; ; i ■ iu ‘ ' '■ 

Joe took off this morning at 7 for Arkansas, 
while' Juanita* A, lingered on until 111 30 before 
bedding out for Texas,, She ooffee-ed across the fence and 
it began raining as the ooffee was sdYved, I lingered on 
a little onger than usual,awaiting a rift in the coulds and 
^ *v»& A oft sj "At ow ^ ' . 
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Tuesday, August 23rd, 1960 


Memorandum: t < 

Continued muggy with an afternoon shower of 
nearly an inch, Tonight it's cloudless and the promise 
for the morrow is widely scattered showers, 

iT»« enclosures speak for themselves. It 
strikes me la Mormon speaks rather poorly for herself, 
declaring, a 8 she does, that she has alw a ys loved Pat and cannot 
paint him a picture, having so many commissions already. She 
mentions $f 50.00 as the price of her last two magnolia 
efforts, Pat and Juanita B, have a friend who paid Miss D, 
a hundred bucks and that's what they had envisioned 
doing. Of course, Carrie is playing hard to get but 
it seems to me such a game is in poor taste j often 
it is being operated on one whom a person declares to 
h a ve loved all his life • JA 

In pursuance of Carrie s post script, I have 
written Kay, telling her that Carrie has penned me a 
line, telling that Kay Register is going to have 
a n operation and that I ought to write her a ohatty letter, 

I went on to explain that since Carrie didn't give 
me Kay Register'saddress, I should simply have to 
fall back on the same old one I used when writing her 
a couple of days back. 

As for Carrie's expressed, wish that we lived closer together 
so we might see each other more frequently, I made no 
reference in my response to her although 
as, she pleads for solitude and as^I long for it, we 
prob a bly would make excellent ne+jk^^s in tfrtU we should 
seldom be seeing each -ether, 4ft 

O'! 

As for Lucille'8 note, I thought ilfskind of 
hfr to invite me to Oakland for Pilgrimdlgh, My 
response, eventually, will be in the negative, but 
I have already written her, saying I would give a definite 
answer within a few days, Ihe truth is that I believe 
I had better "stay put" on the afternoons of October 15th, and 16th, 
for if I know my pilgrims, there will be a beut a s many 
crashing the Melrose, gate aa might be. expected . were we to 
be on the pilgrimage, On Saturday, I have no doubt, there 


her and Juanita A, in running down to see Dee 
Hertsog but, naturally, I sent them on their way 
with my blessings. Celeste hadn t had an 

opportunity to talk much with Dee since the latter s return 
from an outing at Las Vegas on .Saturday, what with the 
1 . 'phone having been out of order, &he did say, however, 
thaf Dee reported that there were much fewer people 
at Las v egas this year than in former seasons. Why thi3 
shoul be so, T ecu not imagine, 1 thought the 3ize 
of the gambling crowd never varied much. 

In spite of the -of \ernoon drizzle, T picked okra 
enough for three houses, if all or any want gumbo. 

It seems to be true that the more okra is picked the 
more it produces and today's batch was greater than 
{ast Friday's and along a bout Thursday there will 
be a bountiful new supply for more go-rounds, 

*long about first dark, I presided over a funeral, playing 
the triple role of grave-digger, mortioian and preacher. 

One of the young peacocks simply died and that was that, 

. 

I was s urprised to Rear on a news cast that CBS is 
cutting out Amos and Andy .and a whola. flock of 
popular .soap operas, ft seems to me I remember Amos and 
Andy as having been on NBC at one time or another. 

Perhaps they are returning to that company or going 
on to ABC or whatever, butl am a little puzzled about 
such a scad of soap operas being discontinues by CBS, 
for I assume they must be quite a fixture for many daytime 
listeners, I shall be curious to sse with what they 
replace them, I was, mildly amused on Saturday 
night when someone on Invitation to Learning, dis¬ 
cussing Eugene O'Neil's Strange Interlude, opined that 
soa operas seem to have taken, much of their guidance from O'Neil 
which,, ■f should imagine, joould strike Mr, O'Neil with 
as much astonishment as it struck me. 
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Wednesday, August 24th, I960, 


may be aMple supplies of H e nrys to ward off intrusion hu 
on Sundays there are never any of them around after 12 noon, 
except, possibly, the Shreveport contingent, should she he 
here at the time. It would he so easy and so pleasant being 
at Oakland, chatting with people I should otherwise not 
meet hut I think it would he nobler and -wiser for me 
to remain at Tucoa • Perhaps I shall end up with 
a compromise, — going to Oakland on Saturday and not going on 
Sunday. One thing I am gl a d about and that is that 
I^ucille asked me first which will give me an excellent 
a lihi for going to Oakland, if I go anywhere, and most 
certainly not to Beaufort . After &I 1, if it he true that 
Oakland seems to have gone to seed a little, it is 
at least pleasantly ante helium whereas Be a ufort, in 
contrast, h a s been so shellacked up and varished to a 
shine that it exudes nothing of what _it represents itself 
as heZB^na, good old Selma, came to see me this morning. 

In July, she had come to me to see if I could do something 
about getting her some sort of <i stipend out of the 
Welfare Department. Her appeal had been rejected when she 
had applied e.arlier in the month • I talked with Mrs. Coombs 
who is in the Welfare office hut has to do with a different 
section th a n the one concerned with dependent widow-ladies. 

Mr 3 . Coombs told me that if the client was not 

satisfied with the decision of the local office, one 

might appearl to the main office in Baton-Rouge hut 

the appeal in Zelma's case would have to he made 

on or before August 8th. I made a mental note 

of the date and on the morning of the 8th, asked Zelma if 

3he had filed her appeal. She was "down with my le$s", meaning 

her rheumatism had pu her under the lady doctor’s care, 

and so I told her I would write the letter for her and put 

it in that fay's post, signing her name in type only. 

Todq.y sHe^awr by^&jmee me to say she had heard from the 

local office, •gg^wbohitoohes, —and that they told her 

she slbouldn t have written to Baton Rouge and asked her who 

had written the* letter for her. She told them she didn't 

know . They p4id ; it must have been some of the Henrys. She said 

she was sick ax'the time. What the local office didn't like 

was that the appeal had gone^direot to BatonRouge so they couldn't 

reject it in Natchitoches without a doctor's certificate 

saying'the applicant is alright which they will not get from the 

lady doctor. And so things tyrn and so I shall return 

for more ohatter 24 hours hence •••••••• 

t « ■ • ■ 


13- 


Memorandum : 


31 


3 


3 01 ■ 


so. 


) 31 


_ 3 ' ii0 'ty» ®ith sunshine during the morning, a half inch 

ZleZZ tol n iaht w%h er ^iV tt /° 1 i 9Wed hV a 3unaet with Sunshine and 
the morrow. ° P ^ Jor ^ idaly scattered showers on 

Ola Mae 'phoned from Shreveport, askinq if she miaht 

‘/MI »oulfV%\ a /nV. rn0 ° n - S>,e ai9ht *“* J 

at+.JJS? a 2 °W rtunit y to get the house cleaned up a hit this 

sHina T *hnilJSiJ n T U 'i Ged t0 Andy when he passed this way, 

and ha,! ft i Ji it * he f 1 * 0 * ide ou within an hour 

and have it back together by 2 o'clock. .As I 

* u * h and what program I wanted to follow, 

Father Calahan and J'ather MacElroy appeared „ ^tei/ had obuiouslv 
heard my admonition to rush thingl a bit. Key slid they felt ' 
T h JnrZ{, d S ° r * a * in 9 iut they had some people from V * 

ihli thel°liaht a if 8 ih° ^ TJ dered if tUey ***** haue a tour - 1 to 

nnd JJJ.+ A bt W0U l* put on their calico dresses 

and condut it on their own hook since I had an 

rkllllTVlln* ■ aaked if Siat *r might he here and when I 
!J 9 J ii} i ely • "" as oJ> that momen t, at least, 
they nodded and said they would make a try at it. 

d Pn aJ+Jj a hJ ed t0 hec J into a moun tain of work as they 
o7a letter frJJVJ appeared and I had to know the contents 
/hJuihlh J, Mr. Hodges before Ola Mae arrived. We ran 
through that hurriedly and I got only part of it, —the 

Mr r HodTeVthink ^ay's lemon verbeana whioh 

se\d l V ‘S 9ar 7 n and Vhyji.he will share with me. 

hoslital Sh f a Ka % 80 3he WlU have ** ie S° re 9° in 9 to the 

li ill l* • i een * ed 80 anxious to get the plant she will 

tas morJ P id l tk H 7° W ** WiU ie auailable eventually. There 


• as 


aa« p 


t - 




* 
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Thursday, August 25th, I960, 


Dismissing the secretary, * truned to Andy and the house and 
got it back in order, Water was streaming down my person in the 
form of sweat, I took off my shoes on thef ront gallery and placed 
them in the sun, sent Andy over to the big house with some dishes 
and should have been there yesterday while I jumped into the tub to 
get a quick shower and some fresh clothes before the ladies arrived, 
Picture my disappointment on grabbing the soap to discover that 
Clyde Claude Emmet Davis had selected just that moment to 
filter the water, cutting off my supply from the well source • 

I shouted for Andy, and he came into the bathroom, pointing to 
the front gallery and saying some gentleman was there waiting to see 
and he thought him another priest, I asked Andy to Hake a few trips 
to the big suaar pot with a bucket and by such a hand manipulated 
contraption, * succeeded in getting my bath, I then __ 

stepped out on the gallery, pretty fairly clothed to find Father il 
of th Epi aco p a i Curch in town awaiting me • I told him of the 
big rush and he explained he had been unable to reach me by 
'phone and had just come along down regardless to make a preliminaty 
farewell, as. he is quitting Louisiana for Illinois, --Collinsville, 
which 3eems to be somewhere not too far fromSt, Louis and 
Cahokia * I regretted he lingered on, for I had lots to do but 
linger he did until 3:30 when Ola u ae and an associate 
arrived, 

Clouds were rolling up and so I said Goodbye to Father Wilson a 
hastened the ladies through a n uick tour, passing old Ireland 
along the way but merely nodding and not stopping, 

.;•> O . . t 

l 1 c 

, It began pouring when we got back to Yucca and 
we talked business a bit from production point of view • 

Ur, Hodges had called on Ola Uae the other day to 3 ay he wanted my t 
of writing to appear in his Hagasette and would she conslt me about 
contributing a page for each of'the year's four issues . Nothing 
-was. said about compensation, Also he wondered if I would 
do the box type of notice for a flock of newspapers to appear 
weekly»^£oP'Some reason, not clear to me, Ola *ae wants to 
get four of these published in a Shreveport and Hatchitochew 
paper before >presenting the program, Perhdps he cannot imagine 
anything in this realm without seeing it, I said I would 
cooperate • They departed about 5:30 and that was 
that, except that Ola Uae said Carolyn is in UewGrleana 
where her film about the oyster is being enthusiastically received, 
I didn't remark that o» July 1st 3he had threatened to , 

photograph the Ghana garden on August 2nd and, of course, hadn at he 

" r ”\Al°Yo fr a ,art of ani »» for mr* of U.~ 

desk variety and thence to sleep, P 


Uemorandum : 

Humid and warm with Kantichotches getting 
a wash-out thi3 afternoonbut with us, happily, 

getting only la tonnerre • 

• % 

The cattle overseer told some of his workmen this 
mid morning,that if he didn't feel better by noon, 
he doubted if he would return from the field for dinner • 

But he did return, ate his dinner and, on arising, 
suffered a heart attack, Tonight he is under an 
oxygen tent in the hospital, 

Over the coffee cups there was much talk about 
Pil rimage and the lady's enthus asm about lending 
a hand at Oakland, Sfce has two contradictory visions as 
to future Pilgrimages, one being that she dou ts much 
if Helrose is ever on one again, and, second, that 
she hopes next year we can have enough plantations 
on the tour so that we may have half of them for a 
morning tour and the other half on an afternoon tour so 
that Maganolia could be on in t he morning and she could 
aessit Dee, bringing her back at noon to Helrose with 
a view to dPee assisting at Helrose • Such a program 
ought to entail quite a lot of sugar for a dime, I should 
think • After I have greeted five hundred people or so in 
a morning, I'm not too impatient about greeting five 
hundred more in the afternoon, proving once more that there's 
no accounting for taste • 

I also learned over the coffee cups that J, H, has 
been urging Sister to return herethis week, — an 
incredible bit of poor judgement^ it seems to me, I 
pause to knock wood in reporting that as of 
6 p,m, this evening she had not <.put in an appearanoe 
and I suppose I might well have heard the racket, 
had she blown in since then* The -.extent 
of J, H,'s concernfor members of his family seem 
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p. s , 

Juanita B, 'phoned this afternoon while Ur 
Uartn was here, &he said she had never heard a peep 
fromCarrie and wondered if I had, 1 thought 

Carrie said she was writing Pat but perhaps I 
imagined that ... 
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Friday, August S 6 th, I960. 


beyond measure but it seems to me he sometimes falls 
into error when his sympathy for one of them impells him 
to engineer situations that do the object of his concern 
little good and up-sets no end of applecarts for 
the others* 

I h a ve intended asking before now if you have 
chanced to see a movie, "On the ^each", I know 
nothing about it, s a ve it3 name, I have heard 
people on the radio, giving the impression of being 
civilised, say it is excellent, I have also 
heard many a Bible slap per on the radio declare it 
to outrageous, therebye, probably, giving the film 
some dandy box office reoeipts, 

Tonight, on "People You didn't Expeot to Meet", 
mention was made of another movie about which I 
hadn't heard before, I believe it is called 
"All Young Men" and has something to do about 
the Korean war and participation of both colored and 
white soliders in some sort of a battle with 
the enemy, followed by some rape episode, The 
subject matter sounds as though the film might 
be controversial and a* military stories 
never interested me much, I suppose I might have 
paid no attention to the publicity this film 
received, had not the racial thing quickened my 
curiosity, 

r • O' • ‘ * '• 

I am still ousting a bout to Jind when, if ever, any 
stations of %heCBS network, produce the Edward Uurrow 
Sunday program, called "B a ckground", 1 believe, 
but as yet I haven t succeeded and yesterday's 
letter from James threw no light on the matter, 

I find myself wondering if the Hew York Times 
hasendorsed either Presidential candidate as yet. 

Since they, somewhat, surprisingly, patted Ur, 

Eisenhower on the back during both his campaigns, a s 

J reoall, it is prob a bly likely they will be 

backing Ur, Nixon on this go-round, L must 

say it does seem a little odd, after all these years, that 

the Times and Tribune should find themselves cheering 

for the same party,,,,,,,,,. 


Uemorandumi 

According to the noon radion, it ained two and a half 
inches inShreveport during the morning but here we had only 
sunny skies,and, by some miracle, it didn't rain during 
the afternoon, making two days without «. 

a cloudburst, t 

Last nigha a little before midnight, I 
'had a cqll from the Walkers, saying they were back from the 
country club where they had taken Harold Uartin, 
a Saturday Evening Post writer, to dint. Ur, Uartin 
wanted to know if he might come to Uelrose on Friday after¬ 
noon and I said he might and come he did, with Ann 
Williams Britton as his guide, Ann,.by the way, is 
showing her pregenency appreciably, 

, According to the Walkers, Ur, Uartin is 89, 
has tons of money and a big house in Atlanta, does 
things for the Atl a nta Constitution and for 
the Saturday Evening Post to boot, He*ts 
said to have done a series of artiole on 
eWorld cities, —Buenos Aires, Dublin, etc,, for 
the Post and now he is doing the same sort of thing 
by States in the nion, 

•sic;. aiiJi i •• sttcb : y. J . .i4i. 

Ur, Uartin g a ve me the impression of being 
nearer 39 than t 29. He is a large man and 
didn*t 3 $em to "get" Uelrose although the faot 
that L^ttier Garrison in Shreveport had given him 
a Hunter picture seemed to qu ioken hi 3 ' interest 
in the murals, i 

j, • j.. jt .Wo\3Js\ ,0 ffi:o eirenoeu*;: - • r -vTicite 

Just before he and Ann arrived, Charlie 
whatever his name is inShreveport who has done work for 
Hodges projects, 'phoned me, giving me his 
Shreveport number and saying he wanted 
to invite Mr, Martin to visit Hodges gardens. He said 
he understood Ur, Uartin was traveling to 
,, Alexandria from here and that Ur, Hodges' private plane 
could pick him up there in the morning and whisk him 
to the gardens and thence b a ck to Alexandria, I told 
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Sunday, August 88th, 19 60 


Memo rand mi 


Fair yesterday and fair today with only a fifth of an inch 
of rain. 

As you may have heard or read before now, Mr. Long won his 
race for the U. S, House of Representatives. 

Ignorance, insecurity and intuition turned 
tjte trick. Hi s opponent, a conservative Republican 
in everything but name and heavily baked by big 
electricity has the manners of a gentleman while Mr, Lohg, of 
course, is a bbuffoon. But the Legislature that met, following 
the advent of Jimmy Davis as Governor to replaoe Mr, Long, went aj 


Charlies Phillips that Mr. Martin hadn't arrived and 
I would hav him^call him when he.did, Shreveport, by the 
way, has exohan ed its telephone exchanges, one of which 
was Melrose, of all things, for a couple of numbers, 
and Charlies ran something like 2535425, ad although 
I had not tried to remember it, 1 believe that is, 
indeed his num er at the Sreveprt Journal. 

Hqw aPVkody might be expected to remember many telephone 
numbers wi+ such a flock of digits, T cannot 
imagine. 

When Mr, Martin arrived, Ann had persuaded him 
he ought not to miss seeing Earl Long who is making 
his fin a l election speech in Natchitoches, scheduled, 

I believe, for something like 7:30 or 8 o'clock, 

Mr, Martin thought he ought to remain and how he and 
Charlie worked out their business, I have no ide a and 
care less. I am a little curious, however, to 
learn how Charlie got my number, as I am not listed 
but > ssqme he. may have got it through the Walkers. 

I thought tonight's major news casts from New York 
and Washington might have done a little more about 
the i Louisiana Attorney General walking out on 
a New Orleans Federal Court today, shouting, —bellowing, 
according to one Louisiana radio station, that he 
would not remain in such a den of iniquity, which 
seems to be ' pretty strong language to shout at 
a Federal,&urt. The hearing was mentioned 
inCBS andNBC newscasts out of NewYork tonight 
but merely mention was made of it and L suppose 
something more exhaustive will be given on the morrow. 

The Louisiana Attorney General is a big old rough sort of 
a Huey P. Long politician, hill billy by 100 percent. 

What pill be next from that souffle pbout schools in 
New Orleans I shall be interested > to see. And so another 
week end beings ajid may it be a happy one in Lyme...... 


scaple was needed. The children of fatherless children 

in New Orleans are said to be hungry. Children of uncertain 

parental claims are also existing on a reduced diet. The 

racial business in schools in boiling in NewOrleans and all of the 

contributed in their respect parts to induoe people to believe 

that Mr. Long, regardless of everything else, was not the type 

to starve them. Hence Saturday's success at the 

pole3 for a man who undou tedly will be a spectable and a 

disgrace to Louisiana in Washington. 

It was interesting that in th§ Melrose precinct, Mr. Long 
got a bout 185 votes, his opponent 88, and so it ewas all around 
central Louisiana. t 


It is also inter sting that in Natchitoches Parish, 
more people voted in the run-off than in. the initial election, 
something that is quite unheard of in these parts. So things 
turn when ignorance, insecurity and intuition are pushed too far 
the American voter goes into the voting booth. 


aeon 
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^hen I stepped across the fence'for dinner this noon, 

I found Dr, Ambrose Hertzog talking with Cleiest and J • • 

He was up to pass Sunday with his brother Mat, at agnolia. 

Ambrose lives in Hew rleans and is head of the Pathology 
Department at Turo, Like his family* he is a fervent 
catholic and a r a bid racial bigot. This pubs him , 

in a unqiue position where Bishop Rumpel of the ew Orleans Dioc a 
is ruging the introduction of colored children to white 
schools. He, — Ambrose, cuts the Gorgion knot by 
smiply declaring that Bishop Rummel is senile, 

Ambrose confided to me that brother Mat, of "Dear Sir" letter I 
fame is just crazy about the local gourds and asked if he 
might bring an Alexandria friend up to see them. So 
runs the"Dear s ir" business • 

In town, there was a flurry of excitement this a fternoon 
when a mulatto lady, living with her husband and small 
child just across the road from the hospital, 
shot he husband. He was immediately carried across the 
road to receive attention but died on his arrival • 

• p • * — - 

Saturday a fte mo on while L was on the 'phone, I 
glanced up to see a coupl of figures moving 
in the living room. I terminated the phone 
conversation, dismissed a secretary and went into 
the other room to investigate. It was Mrs, 

James, wife of the Colonel James uh o commands 

R, 0,T, C, at the college. Thee last time the 

Colonel and his lady invaded the place with several 

people, it was in the morning and I was glad to see there was but 

a single person with her today or this day, and while 

I thanked her for the bottle of imported French wine and 

the loaf of French bread she was bearing, I tried 

to point out to her, as before, that one doesn t really come 

to Melrose uninvited unless one has an appointment 

She explained she is so bored in town and her companion in milita 

garb, and, apparantly, quite civilized, spoke °f 

being an architect from Bryant, Texas, where 

I shall drop la James a little note m the morning, holding the 
thought she may not be too bored to read ,••••••••• 
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Mo nday, 


August -B6th, 19 60, 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and humid with a fifth of an inch of rain this 
afternoon while from Bermuda to town almost three 
more of water cascaded down from on high on cotton fields 
up yonder already drowning in rain • 

I was delighted to find a letter from Lyme in today's post. 
There were three others, — £ y, James and the Rocket • 

I had the services of a reader for a brief moment and so ran 
through the letter from Lyme, naturally, and shall see what the 
others have to say on the morrow, I assume the Rocket must 
want something but there will be a mple time to see 
about that 24 hours hence, 

I'm so happy we both had an opportunity to hear Invitation 
of Learning, The O'Heil discussion was provocative of fought and 
the tying it in with contemporary soap operas < 2 hite an original 
approach, * though*, Perh a ps you heard this past week end s 
discussion of the Confessions of St. Augustin. I was a ltttla 
unprepared for the man who introduced the program who placed 
the emphasis of the "gus" part of the word, --It has been •b long 
since I h a ve heard a nuorte pronounce it in that fashion. Vhile 
on the subject of St Augustin a nd his love of God, let me «oy 
that as I heaf men of God talking a bou f loving Cod, they somehow 
sound as ridiculous to me as someone might who, having visited 
Bedloe's island, reported that he h a d embraced the statue of 
Liberty. With God such a vast entity, it seems remarkable to 
me whenever I hear anyone talk a bout loving Ood w»To, /or me 
represents something so vast that I am filled with wonder 
but never could I imagine loving Him any more than I could 
imagine a human beiiig caressing the brow of the statue of £**«£*{' 
of planting a kiss on her* lips or even hugging the Bockie Mountains 
being proportionately such a great big armful. 

It was characteristically kind of you to mention the matter 
of the theatre tickets. I know not where Edity is staying 
somewhere inDanbury, 1 believe, and I shall not be hearing 
from her before she gets back home. I shall try to use the 
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Tuesday, August S9tl., 2960• 


bonds oj friendship with respect, putting no more strain on 

them in the matter of securing tickets, th a n in special 

cases 3Uch as Tat or such like and 1 certainly hope that 

Ola u ae doesn't call on youagain to secure such f a vors, and, 

in the event she ever should in he future, I hope you will rest 

assured that I shall approve heartily if you tell her that 

due to some change in policy in your organisation, it is impossible 

to secure tickets for a iiyone but customers, or some suoh . 

I'm so glad* your patient h a 8 negotiated the worst of 
his hospitalisation requirements and T hold the thought 
that somehow it may be engineered so that he may be 
placed in the hands of*h~is offspring where he should be, it 
would seem . I think it noble the way friends on this side have 
assisted him during the rigors of the past misadventures but I 
think it ineumbent upon his offspring to assume filial 
duties and not try' to shift them on to t he shoulders of others • 


Echo was scheduled to pa S3 over this end of the river at 7 
and at 9:06 tonight and 1 had really pl'anned to take 
a mighty gander in its direction, hoping 1 might 
glimpse thi3 phenomenon . Cloud's lingering on 
from t he afternoon shower, however, blotted out the heavens 
a nd so T ahall pe haps have an opportunity to-take another 
slantat it tomorrow night, and this in spite of the 
fact that the prediction for the morrow is the s ame as 
yesterday , --widely scattered showers • 

t 

1 Thanks to the copiousrain3 and constant humdity, s tanding 
at about 98, day in and day out, the gourd vines are 
going to pieces fast 2 5 to 30 dougrds a ddy tumbling 
on the ground would seem to suggest the trellises will not have 
much fruit to support before long but as other 
younger gourds keep developing, there still 
seem to be ample supplies • 

‘I have a mountain of pears on the front gkllery and from 
such a quantity and on the verge of thorough ripeness, they 
exude a perfume which mixes with the host of butterfly lily 
frangrances that produce something incredibly pleasant 

which 1 only regret '■I cannot wtap up and share with you •••••••• 

A. • 


Memorandum• 

. * ^ \ % , 

"onder of wonders, it didn't rain today and 
it's cloudless tonight with a nice fat moon which may 
or may not make Echo watching difficult • 

9 o'lock round got beyond me before I tried • I shall 
have,another bit of star-gaaing at 11, 

Today it was the mail that seemed to be the interesting 
thing • I am especially glad.Kay' s letter indicates so much 
aest for getting on with Monday's operation, The 
operation, according to word from James, was a success • 

And the mention of °ames reminds me to report 
a point that oame up in one of Kay's recent letters, 

I believe, wherein she-remarked James didn't want 
her to call him by that name but didn't say what he did 
want . I asked I, S, Willard a^out that the other day 
a nd she said, that Kay calls him Pipes • Th e Mahiers 
have called him Pipes always, even as has Sarah Jones 
and folks who knew him when he lived at 40 acres store • 

As,he has always signed himself ^ames in recent years, I 

continue writing him in that name although I should 

gladly address him as Pipes if he signified such a 

wish• It has always seemed to me every individual 

ought to have the right to use whatever name he prefers for 

he certainly wasn't consulted about what was being pinned on 

him at the time his legal name was bestowed on him If Pat 

Nixon prefers Pat to Thelma, I, for one, have no 

objection and I must say Pat sounds better to me 

that Thelma and how anybqdy got loaded up with 

such a name as Mamie or Baisey, I cannot imagine and 

I am equally puaaled that oncethey discovered they had been 

handicapped by such a h a ndle, the quicker a transformation was 

effected would seem the better • 1 think this 

sentence just above may have got mixed up a little as 

to subject and verb, * telephone oall from somebody describing 

herself as Betty Walker^ called to say her si3ter is visiting 

her in B a younx Natchea and she wondered if she might bring 

her down on Thursday. I haven t the vaguest notion as 


I 
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Wednesday, August 50th , 19 60, 


to anybone by such a name and I stalled her by suggesting she 
call in the morning, after 1 had had an opportunity to consult 
my Tliursday calendar, seeing if anyone can enlighten me 
on the subject . Somebody must have given her my number 
since 1 am not listen in t he book • 

. As for the Socket's letter, I found it interesting, 

I was amused at "the other day" or however it was she referred 
to July 3 1st when-she passed this way • I was especially 
interested to learn there had been negotiatinns at the 
artist'8 house to supply paintings either to Howard Wolf or 
Martin Hi’rsch, A 3 for the Rockets threat to pass this 
way week after sometime or other, I give no thought to 
thqt at all, having heard the sane tale too often before, 

As for Warren 1 8 recommendation that a flock of out-buildings 
to be restored being rounded up for an article, the 
aforesaid Warren will have to sit on a tack, so far 
as I am concerned, — ai)d the Socket, too, * imagine, 

Why Warren simply doesn t use the grand pictures of hana 
that he has, present the article as a'sample of what can be 
done,and make everybody happy, I cannot imagine but 
he seems to have his heart set on doing a whole flock 
of houses or buildings, presenting them en masse instead 
of presenting one os o concrete example, I, for one, 
will h a ve nothing to do with the project as he envisions it, 

I appreciate James' kindness in sending me the August 87th 
Sunday Advocate clipping about Ghana, —the first I had 
know about its date of appearance • I am enclosing one 
herewith and shall send the other to Mrs. Spinks who is 
keeping a sqrapbook, I have no doubt the General, 

Sarah Jones and others will be sending others so that if 
you need a second, it will be readily available, I am sure • 

.0 ' t ;se< u to s' 3. 

As Pat Baldridge never laid eyes on Melrose or me, 
it seems to mq she handled the story well enough and 
I sh a ll drop her a note of appreciation tonight, 

I simply must do a column tonight, too, and I'm supposed 
to do an article for theHodges Gardens Magazette 
for tomorrow's post, too, not to mention a few letters, 
including some no's to people asking for September tour8, etc, 
And so I shall roll up my shirtsleeves and get busy, although, 
I'm not waring a shirt, Blythe sent me a bouquet of 
Angel Trumpets this morning at 8 by the artist, She must 
h a ve been stirring early to get up here at that hour., •••••• 


Memorandumt 

Magnificidntly clear, humid but not quite 
so much as yesterday, thanks to the drying strength of the sun 
traveling through .ozone as "clear as a Christian", 

Picture my surprised this afternoon about 8 t50 when the 
clerk called me from the store to say that, seated 
in the lady doctor's car in front of Celeste's, was none other than 
Madam Regard, . t 

• ™ 

It didn 11 ake me long to. reaoh the spot where I found 
her, the lady doctor, Desiree and Madam Regard's nurse, Florence 
Lacour, 

. . * " 

Wit perfect delicacy and seeming naturalness, the 
lady d^ootor explained thet Florence had long wanted 
.to h a ve a-loqk at Melrose and woul it be alright if she and 
Desiree took her on a tour while Madam Regard and I 
held down .the car • t 

I found Madam Regard had lost some weight sinoe the last time 
I saw her,, abou 10 months ago but otherwise I found her 
exactly the same, sweet, loveable and as mentally 
, aleet os before her illness. 

We spoke of Jier, adventures in the Alexandria and Matchitoohes 
hospitals and in t.he Alexandria-Pineville nursing home 
all a bout which she told me .in same detail, She also 
mentioned the names of many people who had visited her 
while down yonder, including Blythe, Joan and so on. 

With the thermometer around 90, she was dressed appropriately 
in, a summer dress and sat in the oar without any visible 
comfort-aids such as pillows or anything of tie Sort, 

She told me she felt her leg- was slow in getting rid of 
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its aches and pains She seemed comforted when I 
congratulated her on being a better patient than lay who 
is but half her age and is still having surgery on her hip, 

. She expressed regret on J, H,'s account that the rains 
had been so frequent and were bound to have effect the 
cotton adversely, L assured her that pecanes were more 
valuable than cotton, that J, H • h d prayed for rains 
for peache trees and it had come bountifully and 
that the crop was excellent and, tlianks to the moisture, 
were beginning to fill out splendimy, ( That 
seemed to comfort her, too, for obviously she i3 the type 
who would be thinking about expenses and the knowledge 
that a bumper crop was in the making seemed to perk up 
he, hei* spirits appreciably, 

Eventually her three companions returned, Desiree 
pleased with her companion on the tou t —the boxer t —and 
Florence was delighted with the flowers she had seen and, I am glad 
to say, had pioked herself a fine > bouquet, while the 
lady-doctor seemed to beam with satisfaction that she 
had been able to engineer this little outing that 
was obviously pleasing her patient so much, I was 
enohanted at thi3 opportunity to chat with the patient alone 
for at least 80 t minutes r sitting with her in the oar, Celeste, 
of course, wasn t at home, being somewhere in town, J, H, 
went to Dallas yesterday with J, H, Williams and as 
he will not be b a ck -until tonight, he missed 
seeing th,e visitor, too# Naturally Madam Regard spoke 
of those of whom she and I are fondest and so it is 
,<entirely understandable if there was a twitching 
in the ears of little Mis3 Lee along about that time, 

• O’ * 

I sent some pears to the former overseer, Mr, Earnest, 
,an<#a1fewbushel3 to the artist # On the 'phone, the 
’ latter told me of a lady up the road what had chopped off 
her husband's neck • I suppose that was no laughing 
matter for the husband but L have been giggling in my 
beard at the news, this being the^mrst time I ever heard 
of anyone getting his neck insteatKpf his head chopped off # 

I'm bound to pass that one along tl Faroes* And so goes 
Weddnesday and may it have been equally pleasant in Lyme , 
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Thursday, September 1 st, 1960, 

, ,j (j 1 • 

"" l 

Memorandum: 

A lovely, hot summer's day and, withal, cloudless 
until 4:45 when a cloud suddenly appeared, dumped five 
3 ixths of an inch of rain on us within a few minutes, the 

sun shining all the while, and then the SI blue he a vens 
took over again completely and tonight, although damp, 
is golden in the waxing moon. 

It goe3 w ithout 8 aying I was enchanted that 
Tuesday's air mail from Lyme arrived today • It is 
so nice to have a picture of the uesday scene and to contemplate 
week end outing which sounds like quite a ways out, I'm 
so glad there will be companions to share in the doings if 
one must of necessity be denied solitude, I hold the 
thought the weather may be ideal • 

I'm so glad to have the 0, Hamerstein obituary and 
appreciation, I did not quite finish the latter and 
so may not get a round to return it until Friday's 
memo ’goes forward. In the mean time, my sincerest thanks 
for having done so nobly to provide me with the 
Particulars about which I had asked, 

I agree with you in feeling that there's something 
out of joint in, the Magazette policy that seems to depend on 
contributions of materials instead of paying for them 
on 3ome sort of a business basis, I have known smart business 
men who think they a have turned a neat trick in getting 
literary and pictori.al material for nothing from the 
creators of same, I'm, wondering if this is the case in 
the Magazette matter. One of the most amazing things 
that I know a bout in regard to public relations in that quarter 
is that Ola Mae has never charged enough for her services to make 
it worth her while so far as this particular customer of hers 
goe3, I believe she operates on the theory that prestige 
PaV 3 off f rom other quarters but if that is what makes it 
so dubious about her own business transaction, f can't 
see that 3he or anybody else benefits much b proceeding 
on that line of operation, I don't like 
. . 5 ' * - 
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to think that the invitation to the Gardens by Hr, Hodges has anyth 
to do in hi3 wind with disc harging his indebtedness to me for 
contributing to his public relations but perhaps that i3 
the case, I think I shall shy aw a yf rom accepting the invitation 
forthwith, —until after the October Magazette has gone to 
press, at least, and then see what Ola Mae has to say, although 
how I shall get her ear, I wouldn't know, off hand, Per¬ 
haps she feels the presence of my name on the by-line in 
theMagazette is sufficient compensation but, of course, 
she is mistaken, Put, of course, if 3he does all 
her Hodges work at a loss, she probably can't imagine anybody 
else expecting a fair return on energies expended. Be that as it 
may, * shall take the matter up with her, 1 must say, in 
view of the absence of .any reference by Mr, Hodges in his 
letter to .me of a n V reference to my contributions to Magazette, 
it does seem as though he might have at least mentioned 
he had recently consulted with Oi a Mae on the matter of securing 
my services, Millionaires who are so delicate 
about Mentioning anything so mundane as paying for anything 
are as old as gold but, for a while, at least, perhaps 
a month, T shall continue tohope Mr, Hodges 
is not in this class although his^hristmas present of an 
azellia .last season does seem to suggest he didn't set too 
high store in balancing off the assortment 
of ideas I had presented to him gratis during the year and 
which he himself had approved of with a degree of heartiness, 

t was so good of you to look up the E,B, Mir row br adcast 
time and translate it fo me, J am usually free at 
the 10 to 11 hour on B a bbath mornings and I shall 

do a d a b of sampling but I suspect the endless church services will 
still be holding forth that late in the morning. As you 
suggest, however, perhaps I may discover the same program at 3ome 
other hour or even some other day. 


Friday, September End, 19 60 


Memorandum 


. Today's was a duplicate of yesterday's 

weather except the half inch rain came at 3:45 instead of 4:45. 

"I'm looking for a wil a bo," replied the son of 
McKinley Brown, a youth of perhaps 18 or 80 summers, whom 
I encountered, detached from the other field hands who had 
been sent to me at dawning to do what they call gardening, 

, ^ere had been several big baskets of pears gracing 

the gallery for the past few days and as all of my friends of 
color love pears, I thought perhaps a wil a bo might 
be some particular variety. But just for fun, 1 asked him 
to repeat what he sought, 

n A wilabo", he repeated, 

“ s * ed V he .Jr} ked J-° eat. them. He giggled all over 
and then doubled up with mirth, I asked him to 
pantomime what he was asking for. He did a perfect job 
and aiyone would have known what he had in mind and so I opined ; 

"Oh, what you're looking for is a wilabol " 

and he agreed, subeuing what was probably an impulse to remark 
that that wa3 what he had t been saying all the time, 

. .. 1 told'him 1 thought he could find one under the b a ck stairs 
at the big house. He headed off in that direction a nd . sure 
enough, I saw him a minute later, heading out with it, happy as a 
and just what he had said in the first pjace he was looking for,- 
a wilabo, to be sute, but sometimes called a whp.p.lhnrvmn . 


in today's Enterprise, in the legal news section, there 
is an account of #us Vortham transfering to SterlingEvans 
the Little Eva properties, —Chopin andtfckland, 
for fifty thousand dollars, A3 this property is worth 
over half a million dollars,' one wonders what combinations it entai 
I suppose it's just another of those 3lick business deals wherein t 
awfully rich are n ble to escape taxes by juggling investments and 
so leave it to others to carry the true tax burden. 


t Celeste reported at coffee this morning that her mama 
didn t show any particular tiredness after her jaunt into the 
country yesterday • Celeste said she was sorry she couldn't 
be here but she was busy playing bridge at the Jerry 
Pratt's, or some such place, Hummmmmmmmmmmmm, 


ready to appear a gain behind thq footlights 
wondered if he ever tries holding down both 
the^Foundation reading job at the same time 
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x he moon is lovely tonight and the last time I 
took a turn on the front gallery, 1 noted no illumination 
at the big house, leading me to assume that neither of the 
expected members of the family have arrived as yet. 

It will be so pleasant if I can say the same thing on the morrow 
at this hour. , 

t 

I talked with Ann Williams Britton this afternoon. As 
she related some adventures she and Jack had experienced, 
she interrupted her subject to remark that from her 
Chamber of Oommerce desk, she could glampse Mrs. 

Charles L unningh a m just entering the A• and P. store 
across the street. And thus I lemed that the honey- 
mooners were b a ck from Porto Pico. 

% 

.This led Ann to mentioned her Auntie Beaufort's 
party, scheduled for Saturday, September 1Oth, She said 
that Beti seems to be going a ll out to put on an afternoon 
te a that will properly impress all 1 ladies present, what 
with food coming from where ever, flowers flown in from the 
same direction, etc*, etc. &he said that Beth, Charles 
and Crockett Morris* had made up the list of those to 
be bidden to Beaufort to meet the bride and that Charles 
i3 having the invitations engraved, suggesting that Charles 
is getting into the act a little anyway, although 
a little in advance *■ 

As I may hav indicated in a previous memo, the tea itself 
• is sort of a spite thing. Beth heard that Charles' sister-in- 
law, Mildred, —Mrs. Peyton Cunningham, was not planning 
anything especidlly elaborate by way of introducing the bride 
to local society and that was enough to impell Beth 
to volonteer to stage a tea that would properly impress 
everybody, including, 1 suppose, the wealthy bride. With 
the rains having been soaking the Bermuda 1 cotton fields 
every day for weeks, resulting in the cotton rotting in the bolls 
and the seeds sprouting therein, not to mention payments 
on Typo Plantation coming due before long, poor Vernon 
is certainly noble to go along with his wife's whims. 

s' • 1 

What with mail deliveries suspended' over the Monday holiday, 
this memo, going forward Saturday morning., will be the 
last before next uesday, of course. I shall be thinking 
of little Miss Lee, the while, wondering now if she has 
reached her destination, as yet, and on Tuesday, wondering if 
she is making it back to her satisfaction........ 


Sunday, September 4th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

Remarkable to relate, we got no rain either yesterday 
or today. 1 ne promise is for clear skies for the morrow. 

. In pursuance of your kindness in suggesting an 
hour when I might encounter the burrow program, 

I made it a point to go into radio listening seriously 
this morning, starting promptly 10. There 
were the usual d ,td endless church services but I 
stuck with*the receiving set a nd Lol at lit 05, 
the much sought after program came in perfectly. As 
I usually quit Yucca for'■dinner aoross the fence 
about 11180 , I didn't get the tail end of 
. the thing, a n editorial by E. R. M. a bout 
the TV debates in person by the two major candidates, 
but even so, I got a part of that, plus all the other 
summation of news preceeding iti Again my thanks to 
you for •setting my feet on the right road. I shd 1 be 
■ t at the same dial in the s a bbaths ahead, you may 
be sure. 

i e - . \l- 

Well, thus far, the holiday has been nothing 
to complain a bout. Sister and daitgh er arrived 
Friday night between & and 10, T believe,' and 
. Joe around midnight. ‘Being in-many ways alike, so 
far as em ttion a l instability is concerned, they 
seemed to serve as a short-circuit on each other's social 
behavoir and everything rocked along in 

surprising peace. That Joe and I should hit it off alright 
is simply running ture to form but that Sister 
should have been "so livin'" was a pleasant change 
t 5 from her usual behavoir. 

. - ■- ^ t 

She came to call on me twice, not for the charm of my 
company, but because she wanted to stay away 
from the big house whenever Joe was there and she 
even brought me some military clothing which I shall be 
0 6 Ie to dispose of advantageously for one 

or another of my loc a l friends when cooler weather arrives. 

The artist 'phoned me at 8 onSaturday afternoon, saying 


9 
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that lady over at the camp had ju$t arrived and had 
stopped at her house, asking her to 'phone me to come 
to break bread at 7 with them at the camp, Sister must 
h a ve learned from the s tore that Blythe had arrived, f or she 
immediately hot-footed it for the camp but was back 
by 5:30 ahd, as her daughter had an appointment for today, 
it whs necessary they return to Shreveport and J, H. 
insisted they leave before dark, That left the camp 
1 comparatively quiet and so 1 moseyed over to shrimp 

gumbi) jplth Blythe, Joan and Miriam, • T \ Ja food and company 
were 'apetiaing and the walk hone about 10 under a full 
moon through snowy ootton fields Just grand, 

T got to hear Invitation to Learning before going 
out to 3t ip, he Scarlet Letter of Mr,Hawthorn was 

taken a pa.rt and put together again, Somebody pointed 
out that it was a study of the various effects, — 
devastating effects, isolation had .in some 
of the early Mew Englanders, I was glad to hear this 
interpretation for it seemed to mfcke pretty good sense, 
although, for the life 'of me, I cannot imagine why 
11% hawthorn, esquire, didn t say as mucJp in his 
long Preface,' if that, indeed, was his purpose % It 
might have made the reception of his book just as satisfying 
and it might have cleared up a lot of stuff for those of 
us in the following hundred years who have waded through the sto 

I knocked off a piece for the October Magazette 
this a fternoon and a couple of suggested advertisements % 

I am conscious of several errors in these textes, but 
when making them, seemed better to barge on ahead and not 
try to do anything about them until I had wrapped up 
the whole'-t hing and so I 3hall get yiriam Johnson to 
run through the pages with me on the morrow when 3 he 
domes over with Blythe who wants to get some gourds and 
coxcomb and things% She and Joan oan get lost 
in the Ghana section while Mir am and I do a dab of 
pro&f redding% 

So fdr, so good on the L a bor Day week end and may it 
be equally so at the extremity of the island%%%%%%%%% 


Monday, September 5th, 1960% 


Memorandumi 

Clear to vaguely hazey, the heat in the 9 0'§ and 
the humidity in the same bracket but, praise the Lord, no rain% 

On this plantation, at least, the cotton season, so far as 
picking, got under way • 

, About 7:30 thi3 morning, while I was busy on 

the 'phone, Joe Henry passed this way % He had two things 
to relate % pne was in the nature of the ph a ntom car% Last 
ngiht, according to her report of this morning. Celeste 
saw a car drive up to the side gate% She assumed it was 
somebody going to the big house where Joe was sleeping and 
heard no one, or to Yucca where I probably wasn't sleeping, and 
3aw no one% She was already off on a frolic thi3 morning by 
coffee time and so I s[iall not have a report on that matter 
before the morrow. Suffice to say that there was no car by the side 
gate at dawning,' , 

The second t hing Joe had t to relate was the radio report he had 
just picked up, announcing the death of "Uncle Earl"% 

There are bound to be, possibly millions, of white and colored 
people in Louisiana tonight who sincerely feel they 
h a ve lost a champion who is not likely to be re-placed% 

That he was a scoundrel and a buffoon in many respeots is beisde the 
point in their minds #'• The,poor folks never got cnything muoh 
before the days of Huey and Earl% They paid for 
what they got under them but qt least they got it 

Of course there are plenty of other people in Louisiana and 
el3ewKbre wlio will breathe a sign of relief that "Uncle Earl" 
will b'e upsetting no more app^e carts. It must make 
a heap of difference of nephew Bussell who now, at long last, may 
really aspire to the Governor's chairw ith s ome hopes of not being 
short-circuited by "Uncle Earl", Hobody can figure out why 
Russel should want to give up being U, S, Senator for a mere 
Governor's post. Perhaps,as is said to happen sometimes, 

Huey s son wanted to be everything his papa had been It is 

true that Russel, unlike his kin folks really wants bigger 

money than the Federal Congressmen can get under the table and theG 0 ver; 

job is a desire n ble post to realize such hopes and it must be 




f 
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admitted that, unlike his papa and his uncle, Bussell is civilised 
and there'8 just no telling what that attribute might 
impell Him to want. < 

If Russell were like his papa, he would be making a three 
ring circus out of Uncle Earl'3 funeral, therebye garnering 
lots of extra ovotes oh his next -election go-round. I think 
he is on friendly terms with his Auntie Blanche and perhaps he and 
3 he will work out something . satisfactory to each other. I believe 
there was some sor.t of a divorce or separation suit pending but 
as ,it had never gone through the legal mill, Blanche 
will naturally enjoy all the widow's rights, now that 
Earl is no more . . 

I had a mes8s a ge for Blythe this morning about 9:30 and 
1 invited Joe to drive me over in hi3 folks wagon. He 
chatted with the ladies with sest, calling President 
Eisenhower, whom all three ladies adore, "that goddam orook", much 
to their consternation. Blythe, at least, has known Joe and Bister 
for a bou 35 years and she always expresses her fondness for bo th. 
Accordingly, it seems to me, it is only right that she should 
kno\p them both better. * 

I brought home from the camp a grand arrangement of dri d 
grasses and flowers, inserted in a gourd and flanked by wonderfully 
colored lichens which Blythe had fashioned for me. I placed it 
in the Ghana cabin between thedolls depicting the 
Reverend Jesse Shore and wife. It's a prize number, really 
and will delight many a -person who appreciates the color and form 
worked into the coposition. 

About 5 this afternoon the artist 'phoned to a ay she would 
meet me at the fence with a "package" which the cap ladies had 
just left with hev for me, —they heading out-for Alexandria. 

It was a complete dinner which I did not need at the time 
bu which I shall nibble oh a little later tonight when I 
have done some work on this keyboard. Even with generous ibblings, 
will 8 till be enough for another go at the fare tomorrow night. 

And so pysseth the B a bor Day week end, reminding me of Lyle's birthda 
and the a*or Day week end here in 1938 but somehow reminding 
me even tiore of Lyme and the joy of communing in that direction. 

«,r<«.jr t&Mtu tev t;oo " 


Tuesday, September 6th, I960, 


Memorandumi 
Fair. 

I don't recall if I mentioned it yesterday or not 
and so I-shall run the risk of repeating myself. Yesterday 
morning, just before going over to the Rand camp, 

I saw my old secretary, Mr. Brew on the'store gallery. I thought he 
looked fine but his voice, as I discovered when he passed 
this way later in the day, seemed husky beyond the effects of a 
cold. It wasn't whiskey, fit he was sober as a deacon. I hope he isn't 
oing to have throat trouble. He returned to * 1 

ouston last night .* 

t 

But I seem to have got myself off the tr a ck with the former 
secretary before arriving a t what I had to bay about a 
present oiye, —Mark Rogers. I had, of course, been thinking 
over the week end that 88 years ago I had made my initial bow 
locally on September 4th and 5th, and when Mark arrived, forgetting 
there would have been no mail on E a y or Day, he announced itwas 
his brithday, having been born on the same September 5th of 
1938 that I remembered so clearly. My heard felt'-so 
long as I recalled that since then Mark had not only grown up but 
* had included in his experiences Service in Korea • 

At coffee this morning I heard about the phantom car of 
Swiday night '■which Celeste had seeh parked by the side gate. 

She dismissed it as probably having been one of the Wenks who 
i changed his mind on discovering Joe was here. 

; ify received a card from Sister today, reporting that 

on Satunitiy night, sometime after leaving here , —7 o’lock 
or later being the hour before she dot out of Natchitoches, 
she and her daughter picked up her, — Sister's, son John 
just above Natchitoches. Perhaps John had bee rt 
courting one of •his u atchitoches girl friends. It is said 
he avoids Melrose because of his resentment against J. H. 
who g a ve him a Dutch Uncle going over the last time he 
was down this way, sometime in the Spring, I guess. 

The boys continue ~living with their father and the girl has expressed 

her preference to stay with her '■father, too. Surlely a 

mothei: of three ohildren must feel her effort at raising a family 
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Wednesday, September 7th, 1960 


Memorandum • 

Hot and sultry but no rain, 

trom the direction of-the gin comes muffled sounds 
that indicate some bailing is going on but the 
present electric powered machinery operates'in such a 
subdued manner, in striking contrast to the racket made 
by the former steam ops rated contraption, that I 
almost forget the thing is functioning, 

. • 

I should be physic a lly tired tonight but I d n’t 
seem to be, I pulled up the wanning coxcomb and zinnia 
plants, crippled by too industrious hoe hands recently, and 
left only the verbena at the base of'the sun dial. Then, 
in spite of the sun, 1 spaded up the circle, fashioned a fine 
a foot beyond the verbenas and a second larger circle beyond 
that, I had divested myself of a slh^rt before picking up 


DUUp yj bn one /// coei* v * »• o o rv * vj 

being left to the children to decide • Since the 
daughter has already confided to Several people, including 
Blythi, Mrs,Spinks, etc,, that she cannot find life worth 
living if she has to be with her mother, it is perhaps just as 
well the^ourt leaves it to the children io decide although, 
in this instance, of course ,. were the c ourt to make a decision, 
following habit, the girl would go to her papa • 

It is pleasant to report that the autumnal' • 
garden at Ghana is beginning to take on substance, I 
noticed today that all the K turnips I 
had planted just‘■inside the borders of all the 
parterres, are beginning to push out of the round and are 
looking a3 pretty as a voting turnip possibly could, Th e 
recent rash of field hands, tentatively turned gardeners by J, H, 
until the dew had dried, ruined two parterres and the central 
circle, having hoed up grass so vigorously that they chopped 
the roots of the coxcomb, zinnia and such like, all of which have 
'turned yellow and keeled over, I shall make a clean sweep 
of these sections on the morrow, planting additional turnips, 
more lettuce, beets, sweet bazil radiches, mustard and so on and, 
the weather being normal for the season a few wee^to lienee, we ought to 
quite.a treasutey of food on which we may draw /o^uauite a while, 
for things"like turnips, beets, mustard arid so on^tfeuld be supplying 
Vegetables pretty well into December As 
for the okra j it continues producing merrily and will 
keep up the good work until the first frost, I intended saying 
long before tftis late date that I was so interested in wha.t 
yod hdd to report about okra the other day, for I know 
nothing about its history and was enchanted to learn that 
it may hdv come oiier from Africa with early slavers, I 
believe it is kin to cotton, the leaf .of each had 


gathered every 
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P» S, I ran off last line, The enclosure 
« •* •>!_ about Uncle Harl is on no importance and my be 
v ** thwon aw a y after a quick glance at same,. 
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Tursday,September 8th, 2960. 


a bout six feet in height, it really doesn't look so 
very over-powering, in view of the height of the gallery 
itself, T tossed a lot of white grouds around the 
bast of the jar, and their whiteness gives just the 
proper contrast to the composition above which seems to 
delight both little old grandpa and me equally but perhaps 
for different reasons. Grandpa, at least, got the 
impression that the gourd3 I had heaped up were for him 
to nestle in f or a prolonged siesta and his black fur g a ve 
just the proper contrast to the gourds and the vibrant colors 
in the bouquet, 

• 

I didn't get around to visit' the two young peacocks in 
the Unicorn House until nearly 10 o 'clock this morning, 
hey,are wonderfully tame for birds of that type and I 
didn »t even bovfier to close the door behind me when I 
entered, One of them made the most of the opportunity 
to step out into the Unicorn garden for a look at the great 
out of doors but I made no protest but rather continued 
talking to the one remaining ins tide and in-le 9 s than 
two minutes, the'one who hhd ventured out ventured in again 
to partake of the fine breakfast I was setting forth, — 
chopped steak, corfi bread, white biscuit and fresh pears 
and a dish of milk and another of water. Like the 
older birds, —I mean ot and Hash, - so the ^younger ones, 
surprisingly enogh, too, seem to adore milk, as X 

discovered early in their local career when they lent Grandpa a hand 

with his supper and h a ve been doing so ever since They all 

seem to prefer white bread or white biscuit or corn bread or biscuit 

and although thf disdain fresh tomatoes, either on or off 

the vine, they seem to love pears, which makes no sense 

at all, it seems to me, 

ii « '' J , 1 • C k “* . V 

As I haven't heard a peep out of *unt illie, I find 
myself wondering if she is still in the Mississippi V a llexy 
orif she has returned to 'The Bluff in time for Donna, 

Perhaps she is in *ew rleans or BatonRouge or 
Hollywood or Briarwood, 

x he peace we are currently blessed with at this bend of the rive 
is mravelous, 1 have thought so much of little M iss Lee 
today, wondering as to when she might be moesying eastward 
at the conclusion of the holiday,,,,,,,. 


Memorandumi 

Fgir and humid,. 

Having made that statement,, three quarters of an 
hour intervened, in response to a 'phone call from I, S, 

Willard, and if there s anything you would like to know 
aboutArt education in x Louisian a , I think I might be able to 
r * e X * * °Sf simply by pssing a long paragraphs f rom 
the Willard symposium, 

I wa3 interested in her Wednesday visit.to the Reidheimer 
schoolwhere she conferred with teachers about Art as^it is 
being fostered in that school. At the close of the session, 

% after somebody on the faculty had mentioned the type of painting 
that Caro line Do rnon of Briarwood does, I, S, Willard, who 
had never been to Briarwood, asked if it was situated in 
that area. It lies only a mile or two up the road from 
the school and one of the teachers led the wcy in one oar, I, S. Willar 
following after, ihe other oar went on and theillard 
oh a iot drove in and found Carrie, barefoot, pulling around 
dsong her plants The girls have known e a ch other for half a century 
but I, S, Willard had just never chanced to traok down la Dormon, 

I, S,Willard reported Miss Dormon as looking the picture of 
Ueadth, bubbling over with enthusiasm and generally enchanted 
with the world. In the variety of conversational 
topices ooming up f or discussion, it may be assumed that I must 
ftaue come up for a *bit of of review for I, S, Willard remarked 
that Came h a d stated she felt instinctively that while 
it was ture I possessed a rugged exterior, she felt that undoubtedly 
l had a kind heart. Frankly, that was mere than I had 
expected from the Briarwood gal, after all these yeans, 

Carrie mentntioned to £ , S. Willard 'that she 
had seen or was talking to somebody while in Uatchitoches 
on Wednesday morning, You may be quite sure that while 
in town, she didn't bother 'phoning Juanita B, or Pat a bout their 
desire for a jbagnoli a in jpite of C a rrie professed love for Pat, 

And that s all I heard from that quarter tht w worth repeating. 




>ri As: 
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Friday, September 9th, 19 60 


Memorandum : 

Hot all day, with an occasional big white cloud 
against an intense blue juntil 5:30 when two tenths of an 
inch- of rain descended. It rem a i ns muggy and I 
suppose we shall have another 3hower before morning. 

The 7 o clock news sounded as though Ponna might be 
forcing a passage into the ulf . It seems as though she 
has done enough frolicking in the islands wi thout 

har JL e in and 3tir U P the neighborhood where 
the Father ofVaters debouches into the &ulf. 

I didn't see the lady across the fence this morning, she 
having departed departed for south Louisiana long before 9 . 

v J^^elma called me about that hour, however, and just 
about filled up the length of a normal coffee hour with 
impressions of her European jaunt although she promises 
to come down and tell me all one of these, bringing with 
her the olddo ( Too-leee-doo) blade she says she and 
John secured for me while in that 8 p a nish oity. j hope 
it is a pocket knife and not a sword. 

Frnn/f r0 Jl aot ? out her tri *» 1 father they did go from 

Frankfort to Zurich and Geneva zeroes Fxanoe and thence into Spain 

at SanSebastien and thence to Toledo, Madrid and so on and then 
back across the Pyrenees and up through France, pausina at 
Orleans, Tours, etc., and thenoe on to Paris , Brussels 
and otterdam, shiping the[ ?olkswngon to Mew rleans and 
they taking to the air across to Hew ork and Chioago and 

farm Where th *V had *** their and so 


we gathered heaps of coxcomb which both ladies wanted, some for 
bouquets, some for seed against next year's planting. The ladies wants 
somf spall gourds for an arrangement but fox some reason, unknown 
to me, the small gourds didn't do anything this year, and 
so they took some big gourds instead, of of these weight from 
30 ro 40 pounds although only 3 and a half or 4 feet in lenght, 
being in the shape of a ercules club, the bulge part at the bottom 
being about the sise of a basket ball t and withal quite striking 
in appehnanod.^lielma returned last night from their European 
jaunt, just in time to read today's Cane diver Memo with their first 
breakfast baok at the college • At least the Cenetennial Pilgrimage 
gives helma an excuse to omit this year's tour with grace. 

I haven't 9 figured out as yet just what route they 

followed between Frankfurt and^Lisbon. I thought they were going via 

Zurich and Geneva bui> apparantly they didn't sinet 

they found themsel es in Paris on a Sunday and as J ohn doesn't 

like Paris, the fact that everything was closed probably 

didn't make any ^difference.. Thelma said that all she could 

do was looking ins tore windows. In the Parish I knew, 

most shop windows were closed by shutters, making-w ndow shoping 

unlikely in a region where there were so many 

other things to see but perhaps it ts all different • 

now. * 


He is always taki 


Somewhere along their way, John had an accident, 
pictures and an <\ne occasions when he stepped back for 
a better perspective, he Jell over something 
and apparantly cracked a rib. They will go to Shreveport 
tomorrow to have X~rqys taken Jor in some hospital 

ther,e, a 8 et 0 John 3 othe^rX-rays are available and he thought it ridi 
to ji use in his European tour to find out if he had a cracked 
rib since he didn't plan to change his travel schedule anyway. 

iti alii'w v. 1 “ e •' t » "" — - 


Ora called me this afternoon. She and R..B. had jaken 
R. B. junior ^ to Hew Orleans t 0 g et him installed in his 
freshman year at Tulane. They drove down yesterday, were 
pleased with the installation, then wei)t out to die Commande 

& Xt iff 
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Sunday, September 11th, 19 60. 


• • j t 


imagine how luxriant is was, Without saying so, I nevertheless 
could since he had swiped all' my prize gourd3 for seeds last fall, 
fie said his t sister, the former Mrs, Payne Henry, had started 
for a month s tour of Europe today with her husband, 

“ • 

Father Calahan came to see me this a fternoon. He spoke 
of the ridiculous aspects of people who assume that 
a college education means anything in relation to people generally 
who are really educated, While President of ^uquesne University, 
he soid, it fell to him to participate as host in so-called 
educational gatherings in Pittsburg, attended by college 
Presidents and, he remarked that assuming 3uch Presidents 
to be college graduates, their brain power offen seemed to make 
a mighty poor showing so far as many of them who preened 
their plumage on being educated, 

1 

He discoursed at some length on the theory of 
rotation of the globe and the effect of the moon on water 
and doubts very.much if the popul r belief that the moon causes 
the tides, 4s a member of one or anothe scientific and engineer 
society,he apparently had advance information about the 
present Eoho • He said the Government x in¬ 
vested literally millions of dollars in charting the time 
and course of Echo before she was launched, He said 
he had offered to save this vast 'expenditure 'by charting 
the whole thing in advance, taking up the matter with Linden 
Johnson, He said the Senator fromTfxas had readily stated 
he himself knew nothing about such engineering matters but 
backed up Father Calahan 1 3 offer by recommending its 
consideration to the proper authorities but all that 
cameof it was a polite letter from the Academy of Science or 
some such, thanking him fcr his offer and saying it would be 
given careful s tudy, Since that communication, Echol has been 
placed in the skies and that is that 

t 1 • 1 ' 

After F a ther Calahan 1 s departure, one of my agents 
reported John and Lloyd Wenk in Lloyd's car at the store, I did 
not see them, and as they were not at supper, I assume they have 
gone on their way, • H . sent me half a watermelon 

about 7 o'clock, and I'm looking forward to attacking 
it after I get some desk work taken oare of. And so 
the week end begins and may it be a peaceful one in Lyme •••••• 


Memorandum : 

. A d a b of rain Saturday morning, followed by much blue with 
gobs of fleecy cotton and withal, pleasantly cool, Sunday 
has been without rain but the clouds and the coolness continues, 

V!' ' o ■ z) / i. 1.. 11 3 • *• ‘' 

I can t seen to remember much about Saturday morning except the 
fun I had Qith the young peacpcks, letting them out for a while 
and then letting them go back into the unicorn house. 

They are so tame -i have to be careful not to step on them 
andt one of them seems to prefer being held on one's lap, — 
a preference he had better get over, I should think, for while 
it is alright now that he is the size of a chicken, he might 
turn out to be quite a l a pful if he ever grows to full peacock 
status and decides he wants to keep his truin' elevated while 
parked on one’s knee. Smile, 

Along about 3:30 on Saturday afternoon, I decided I would pick 
some okra, for if it is kept picked every two or three days, it 
will keep right on producing, I gathered a bout a half bushel 
a t Gh a n a and, on getting b a ck to the Yucca gate, I'thought I heard 
some voices beyond the bananas in front of *ucca • My beard was 
long and my raiment disheveled and it would 
not have been surprising if anyone failed to reoofnize me. 

There were four ladies and one of them advanced to meet me on the 
gallery, speaking as though I knew her, I 

didn t. I had bhaken- hands with her and suggested an identification, 

She said she was Helen Baldwin whereupon we dropped the paws 

and fell into an embrace. She presented the three other 

l a dies, one of whom was her sister, Mary Belle, d» other 

lady who was the one with whom Helen encircled the 

globe a year or so ago and the fourth lady whose name I 

forget but all very pleasant, 

I dropped the okra and suggested we h a ve a go at Ghana before 
it rained . hat was easy since it never did rain but rather 
the 3un came out, 

k glint® t ^ •' •’ - * '* 

I parked them by St, iggin's fountain eventually while I 
withdrew to take off my beard and spt on some fresh clothes. 

Then I showed the three ladies the big house while Helen went to 
say Howdy to J, H, who oame with her over to the oar and chatted, 

".05. ■* 0* 8TSC ’ i 9Sl! It . 0 1 t 5 '• f ‘ *** •• 

l ttx •u-L’i.sd t.'fc.'i tosV’.s * on II ta t i;i 
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Monlayt September 12th, 19 60, 




Wien the four of us, — J. H. left behind, - headed up the road 
to "take in" CaneRiver. The chatter was constant. They 
h a d come by Lee3uille and Derry and so hadn t been along the river 
a s yet. It was perhaps 5 o'clock as we passed Beaufort where 
one could see plenty of guilded carriages parked while the 
gentry inside must have been greeting the newly wed Mrs. 

Charles Cunningham. 

• * 

On to town we went. Helen's sister allowed as how she 
had once met a lady from u atohitoches in Michigan and that the lady 
had told her so much about the Natchitoches Art u olony. She 
couldn't remember the lady's name. I asked if it could have 
been Irma Somp a yrac Willard. It certainly could. Mary Belle wrote 
her a note and we dropped it in the Willard mail box, 

'I. S.W. having gone to the te a and thence was heading toward New 
IberHa. We dined af theS Town House, after which they 
all drove me home but did not descend so that T was ba.ck to 
normal by 9. *hey were le a ving for Hodges Gardens this 
morning early and then were, going tp head b a ck toward Waco. 

I was distressed this morning to, discover horses had 
invaded the gardens during the night and my neiply 
planted fall garden was all , torn up and I shall have to plant 
again. ’ , 

1 . 

Jf H. left at 8 this morning for Hot Springs with 
Rymond Breazeale to attend some convention. hey 
are scheduled to return Tuesday. Celeste had brought her 
sister, Celine, back with her from M a iisura onSaturday afternoon 
a nd shw will remain until Tuesday. Celeste got pack in t ime 
for the Beaufort gathering a nd reports if as having been 
perfectly darling, what with the orchids flown in from Haw a ii 
a nd sandwiches and oakes from I know not where. £s Celeste explained•, 

Beth and Vernon may be up to their neck in debt but they certainl 
know how to give a darling party." 

I a m glad T was able to get a lot of coxcomb seed collected 
over this week end. It see^s while the flower? are still 
perfect and already new plants from thi? year's seeding are beginning 
to spring up. I cut off the blossom, string it on a wite and 
insert the festooed wire in a pgpper sack, having 
the sack in the bathroom above the water heater where it is 
always dry. There the seeds will gradually & fall into the 
paper sack, not touching the blossoms and.when the seeds 
are all out, 1 can use the flowers for decorations for a month or two 
in the 3 ack will not effect their beauty. And that. 


Memorandum : 

While Lyme was getting side-swiped and deluged by 
Donna, we were treated to one of the lovliest days 
of the year. It was rather like Indian Summer, clear, 
cool and the humidity down to 30 per cent, —an almost 
unheard of figure in this area • 

• • • \* 

The morning post brought news of the return to home base 
and it goe3 without saying I am delighted to know that 
things rounded out so pleasantly axcept for 
the Sabbath ra\n. I hold the thought that today's down¬ 
pour did not effect transportation and that electricity 
i3 functioning normally — two 3uch important 
requisites in contempoary existence. * 

.9 

The same post brought a note from *unt WHH e and, 
it seems to me, somewhat over due. It goes without saying 
that I am delighted to learn, and, T m 3 t confess, some¬ 
what surprised, to learn lames had b&haved .in such 
a fashion as^tp make her visitation inBaton H ou_,e the more 
pleasant, ^'/te lore* knows I have preaohed enough 
sermons on thi3 point which, striotly speaking 
is none of my business and, frankly, I never dreamed 
I had succeeded in making so much as ardent and perhaps I 
really didn't., Whatever the improvement in personal 
rela\io-i3 doesn't matter. The important thing 
is that tyte visit apparently went off smoothly. Now, if the 
light may only shine a little brighter so that J a mes can see 
his way to accompany Kay .on at lea^st one trip to Charleston, 
I shall have been so surprised it might quite unhinge me. 

5 C '• c JtitfcV 15sal • H*‘0 • t u: 1 9* 

I continue, like the rest of the world, listening to 
news out of the Congo, all the while wondening just 
how long this absurd and horrible comio opera-tragedy 
can go on. As I have never seen* the names of any of the 
top politicia s in print, I haven t the vaguest notion as to 
how ai y of them a.re spelled but whenever T hear j 
the name of the "in-again, out-again" Prime Minister 
I find myself muttering in my beardi 

"Premier Carrumba.. 
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Tuesday, September 13th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


A beautiful day but still a l.ittle too chilly, —around 
60 at night, for vegetables to do much growing. 

uanita B . called rather late last night, asking if 
she might visit me^ this morning. might. She came without 

the little one and we dug Yucca, Giant's Beard, ferns and so on which 
she proposed planting this afternoon. She thought the 
Yucca would be difficult to do by herself but said she 
would get Pat to help her. Wat is something I should 
like to see, —'a enry trying his hawLat gardening. 

I filled up her car with big gourds which 1 she had admired 
with enthusiasm. She was hesitant about taking many but 
admitted her friehds'would enjoy having some and off 


And next to the confusion out of the Congo, the next 
most w a cky thing I hear a bout from time to time is the 
Wenk doings • 1 

Vt -sterns to two boys were here the other day for a 
little while with John en route to Baton^ou e to see 
about matriculating in L. S. U. while Lloyd 
in his car was giving John a ride as far as baton 
Rouge while Lloyd planned to go on to Florida to get 
a life saving job • I may have mentioned that 
a While b a ck driving his own oar, he, Lloyd, drove to 
Dalla3 to see about getting a life Saving job and finding 
none that suited him, drove- on to Las Vegas and thence to 
Hollywood, where, finding nothing that suited him again, 
he wrired for traveling money to return home. 

3 U1. * 80 * * . 

He was down here with a very tall youth and an Oregon 
girl a while b a ck+ tall youth was a college ohum of 

his at L. S. U. last year. How it turns ou that 
thi 3 tall chum is: working for Dr. Wenk, driving him about, e 
a nd hasbeen since the separation. It would seem that if 
Dr. Wenk h a s to have an cid, while his son criss-crosses the 
country in search of a jo.b he is praying the Lord he 
may not find, it might be just as well all around to have 


At 5jI5 this evehing the Rocket called from town. She 
•was heading for Alexandria before dark but wanted tostop off here. 
She arrived about 6:30 and remained until 10 o'lock, 
deciding to stay in tom instead of going oy to Alexandria until 
tomorrow morning.'- 1 

1 

She said'that since she had been making films 
she had been spending money like a drunken sailor and suddenly 
has found herself without a ny money at <j 11 . 

She has been doing big things with Old *onit a , converting 
the outside of the house from wood to brick, building a 
dam four feet higher than the old one, increasing the 
sii.e of her lake by fifteen acres, doing the inside of the 
house over, including new hardware i.n the bathroom because she was 
tired of the fixtures she h a 's been using. As the bathroom itself 
is something like three feet square and a place where no one is 
likely to linger long, the new faucetjs, etc., seem to be one 
of those things in the "drunken sailor" department. And then 
the bulldobsers, pushing dirt around, injured some of her pines 
and she called Kent, Ohio, whereD a vey advised various paints 
be applied with a chance of saving them. 


may not find, it might be just as well all around so 
the doctor enlist the aid of his own son rather than 
somebody else s, although it is quite possible, of 
course, that he knows his own son too well. 


course, that ne knows nis own son *oo wexx. 

. 

It turns out, further, that when ister pickedup her 
son just outside of Natchitoches, en route for °hreveport 
the other night, John had been down to Natchitoches to see i, 
he could^ rent a room for week ends at the Natchitoches 
a ir port. Now just what a college youth in BatonRouge 
would -he wanting a room at a Natdi itoche3 air port for the 
ensuing school year, nobody seems to quite* understand except 
John. Surely Carrumba is tjie word whether 
it be in Leopoldville or Louisiana* 

•; H..' “ tl ‘ --Of ~ 1 ' 

And so begineth a new week and may sunshine replace the 
showers in ^yme forthwith. . 
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Wednesday, September 14th, 1960. 


1-neu.rance, of course, provides her with a new one but 
the new one does not contain the entire set of pictorial 
slides of ifr, Hodges, the ones being used all the time showing 
not only gardens at all seasons of the year but individual 
plants in various stages of' developement. x l}e stolen 

car has never been found and Mr, Hodges ha3n t been told of the loss. 

*** 

Ola Hae has been laying ground work to persuade Mr, Hodges 
to invite me to be his Andre Lellotre and Mr .Hodges eems to 
f„vor such a plan, —nobody consulting me orith'e point, —but 
there is a vast a mount of intramural rivalry going on inside the 
Hodges administration, with B. C. or C. B. Byrd trying to 
keep control, jealous of me as a potential threat to his 
position as Prime Minister, while at the same time the various 
other heads of departments, gardening, building, etc., are 
fighting with eaoh other and C. B., and so the thing whirls. 

I am glad to learn about this situation now so that if a gesture 
is ever .made in my direction, 1 can lay down some conditions 
in advance. Mr. Hodges, in t he mem time, inclines to 
be influenced by his cabinet and as they r isist every change, he 
inclines more and more toward procrastination.. 

Ola Mae gets little more than expenses out of al 1 the work 
she does for H 0 dges. By charging him bare cost in producing 
n thing like the magasette, there is little or no money to 
pay anybody for the articles. At least Ola Mae gets the 
satisfaction of t doing a good job which is some compensation, perhaps, 
for her. But I shall yiot find sufficient compensation 
in that satisfaction to g.ive away my articles for the s atisfaction 
of either Ola Mae or Mr. Hodges, the latter being so heavily 
heeled thathe doesn't know what to do with it. The^ocket has 
frequently frown up from Hew rleans to the Gardens for a prolonged 
week end on invitation. x he gatherings have been delightful 
and the quantity of idea3 of benefit to the domain have been 
tossed about w ith great* abandon to the beneefit of the master, but 
never has transportation costs or 'time consumed been defrayed. 

A summons to court seems to be sufficient compensation for 
both Ola Mae and Carolyn. Personally I think they are both 
.wacky to be forever givipg corn to the miller when'they 
are starving and he is over-laoded with flour. 

Carolyn asked if ^ thought Aunt Willie would back her in 
a documentary film. I thought not. She seems to forget 
she has ignored all her friends during lush times and they a ren t 
likelyto rush into expenditures now that she needs them. 

And now I must do some desk work and then fold .. 


Memorandumt 

Another lovely day and tojiight at 9tl5 I 
ho. ted plenty of stars. Tilings are different along 
the Gulf Coast, however where hurricane Ethel seems to 
be stirring up a quick blow. All of the Mew 
Orleans stations tonight seem to have omitted their 
coa3t-to-coast news casts and in their stead, they have 
presented evacuation a dviseries, sandwiched in between 
musical recordings of the t ranscribed variety, with 
frequent advise to people inhabinting the area 
betweeen Grand l3le, La.$ and St. Marks, Fla. All 
schools seem to have decided to remained closed in 
the Parishes adjacent to flew rleans and at this moment people 
are said to be streaming aw a y from the ooastal area. Our 
local mild weather including the stars strikes one 
as sharply in contrast to the 3tatio on the radio from 
coastal cities and the rushingaround of the population to 
batten down the hatch before the hurricane arrives. 

• • 

I was delighted that today's moderating we her gave me 
an opportunity to re-plant sections of the Ghana garden 
the horses on Satu day night had knocked silly. 

I was particularly happy to find some more tiny sweet basil 

plants to set out around the sun dial and to put back 

the circles of lettuce t, turnips and so on. I was 

delighted■,to see how nicely the things planted last week were 

already well above ground although the equine 

devastation of triangles and circles made re-planting 

mandatory. t 

I found I had time enough before supper * 

to pick enough okra for tomorrow's gumbo at the big 
house, the house across the fence and at the home of one 
of my colored neighbors and ample supplies of tomatoes 
and hells peppars to go around for at least three households 
and leave enough for a jolly little basket 
for Yucca for me. to nibble on s 
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Just as I turned the page, the artist 'phoned, 

She was obviously a little high but only a little, ^he 

wanted to know if I had heard about the hurricane that was coming, 

She said she had bqen listing to all the news oasts, and 

obviously she hadn t understood much about the 

name of last week's Donna, for she explained 

that she had two neighbors, one Ethel, the other Nina, and 

that the new hurricane was called Ethel and the old w one was 

Hi n a • I interrupted her at .that point to say 1 heard 

they were expecting another one and they were going 

to call it Clementine which induced her to go i-nto- 

a laughing jag I thought she would never get over, 

And speaking of the artist reminds me that Ann Williams 
Britton called we today to rea({.me a letter s he had just 
received from Harold Martin, Among other things he had 
to report was the delight Ralph McGill, editor of f 

the Aptian t a Constitution, manifested when he saw Harold s 
Hunter primities and immediately asked Harold to write to 
see if two couple be purchased for his collection, 

And so Ann called me to s ay the money had been enclosed and 
toas\ if I could persuade the artist to knock off a couple ffr 
the Atlanta editor, I could • 

Careen called me this afternoon to say that in this 
morning's mail 3he had received a letter from Ola Mae, 
asking he to do an article about Natchitoches for which 
she "would b s .paid the usual fee",, —the article being for 
a Hodges pu lica ion, either El Canino Real or the Magazette, 
and requesting further that a photograph of the iron circular 
staircase be sent as soon as possible, What interested 
Carmen in this re uest fell into two parts, 

first, she had received an identical request last week and 
had supplied the article, and, 

-. . ri - r V T- •' , 

second, she had received a like request for the photograph of 
the staircase last Saturday and mailed it on Monday • 

The "usual fee" impressed her, too, for she 
admitted to me that while she had received the sane sort 
of r equests for other articles she had supplied with the 
"usual fee" ~ 1 -- 


fee" clause accompanying each request but, o er the 
pj st couple of years, she hadn^t as yet seen anything of " 
usual fee", leading me to conclude that that is nothing, 


the 


Well, Lord,! must now get busy, *he skies continue 
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Thursday, September 15 th, 1950, 

1 


Memorandum: 

Tlie weather is so lovely, even as was last night, 
that it is difficult to imagine how rough it must 
h a ve been in the Mobile-Pensaoola area, although I 
gather Ethel must have calmed down considerably since 
none of the major net works tonight said anything about her • 
Except for one or two lovely cloud3 in the east and down near the 
horizon, the sky has been cloudless and the temperature 
most pleasant, 

This morping about 10:30 the Pocket called from 
Alexandria, saying she had run away fromBatonPouge 
to escape the hurricane and although she had to return 
to Alexandria and New Orleans tonight, and tomorrow, 

3he would like to run up this af ernoon to take some 
movies, 

She came about 8 and I callei the artist who 
had asked me to let her know whenever the Pocket happened 
to pa3sthis way as she had almost forgotten how 3he looked. 

Before calling her, I suggested the Pocket and I map 

out a few shots that might fit in nicely with a 

panorma sort of thing that might eventually 

be cqlled something sufficiently indefinite as to 

cover almost anything, perhaps The*orld of 

Clementine Hunter, or some such. We worked ou 

some gourd scenes and some Ghana shot3 along 

the u hana lines of ItS.^illard, The sky was such an intense 

blue, the pecane trees forming the backdrop to hana so 

deep a green and such a casually and somewhat subtle cloud 

low on the horizon beyond that I .think the shots in 

that area should be delightful the eye. 

Although the butterfly lilies, because of the August rains, I 
p a 3$e(i their prime, we were able to get a few shots of 
te artist sttting beneath he a vy sprays of them along the front 
gallery of Yucca and I believe they, too, will 
turn out quite nicely • I was especial ly glad to 
have the butterfly lily shots for even though they 
aren't very startiling, and will not be until another 
July or August, still, they are better than anything else 
to be secured any later in the season, 


9 
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Friday, September 16th, 19 60 


I wrok'ed with the artist for each scene, suggesting 
how 3he proceed while Carolyn was adjusting the cameras, and 
we stuck to it until 5 o'clock when Carolyn gave 
her some money and candy and I gave her a big old sack full 
of vegetables and she seemed especially delighted with the 
broadleaf mustard greens, She invited us to her granddaughter 1 s 
wedding a bout the 1st of October when Willie Mae, Jackie's 
daughtef, will be married. That might be 
a»i advantageous time to geet the social aspect of the 
World of Clementine Hunter but who can tell where a Rocket 
might be two week hence. 

We h d almost no time for chit-chat but I did learn 
one unexpected adventure Ola Mae had last night, After 
her car was stolen the other day, she rented another until 
the insurance company prouided her with another. She worked 
at her office last night until midnight and f when 
she left, the keys to her rented c a r wouldn t work, 

She called a taxi and went home and this morning, on 

her way to her office, stopped at a garage to see 

about having someone investigate the lock, only to discover 

that the rentfd car had vanished. To have one car stolen 

in a week is bad enough but two cars seems alittle 

too much. 


Memorandum 


knows luokLttfrlV °" 9 

1 The S, G, Henrys have 
drive to Shreveport tomorr 
each member of the family 
the night, probably a rri 
I nev r. participate in the 

A* e rn e +h* § J » 3 ha] i 1 ,lot Participate, 

As Blythe a hasn t been l_ i' ' 

she, Joan and Miriam will be up and, 
wiU probably invite me for Z o'clock 
shall accept. The S, 0, 1 
after Sunday 


rrow, visit the sisters of 
j and then drive on here to sp 
iving around supper time. As 
! nightly gatherings across 

3houl there be one 
HP. this way this week, perhaps 
if so, they 
supper and I 

s will oontinue on to BatonRo 
morning breakfast, t 

dr,uJ, e + al!erdai iJ l i e arti3t mentioned her grand- 

second ^unday in October and I have no doubt this is 
Clear J?* f° B g** r Granddaugh er are more 

ClQCLT a bout calendar dn+.M* _.j. m. 


I am fascinated by the doings in the Coggo as 
that fandango moves along from day today, each more 
fantastic than the proceeding, I am convinced that sooner or lati 
a dictatorship,of one kind or another, —let us hope not 
one from the Kremlin, will have to be set up and that 
a dictatorship must continueto control not only the 
Congo but scads of the other African States for decades to come. 
Our enthusiasm for Democracy some times seems to mis¬ 
lead some^of Jur own politicans into assuming that 
any nation cam^Uave a decomcratic form of Government 
while ignoring tlih fact that democractic Government can 
function on\y if a large measure of the inhabitants 
have some notion about a variety of thingfi, ‘T}<e 
poor people of the Congo seem to have stepped from the 
Stone <Age \nto the 20th century in a single leap and they are 
going to be incapaoiated .by the jolt for a long time to come, 

I gave the artist some paint this afternoon and she just 
called me to say she is sitting .up painting late tonight 
and wasn't at all tired from her round with the oamera .. 
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Sunday, September 18th, 19 60 


and has been doing the Scandinavian countries, returning 
to Paris, —Boulogne-sur-Seine, with 

the D a vid Snells, David has been pretty busy all summer for 
Life, what with d 1 the*Afrioan and especially the u ongo business 
business going on, The D a uid Snells have never gone out 
socially in Paris which seems rather odd, especially to 
I, S,Willard who provided them with names and addresses of 
a flock of kin folk living in and about Paris, friends of 
Irma's and relatives, too, and therefore kin of 
the Carvers and the Mnells , 

D a vid's job as head of Life on the Continent comes to 
and end thi3 fall, perhaps October 1st, whereupon he will 
le a ve Paris and take up residence in London to be head 
of'Life in Great Britain, It is interesting that in spite of 
the fapt that most of their kin folk from 18tlt century strains liv 
inFrance, the Carver-Snells are impatient to 
begin life in London where' they hav 'friends, o 
course, but whether- these will be cultivated or not, 

I, S.W, doesn t seem sure gince society has been so 

studiously avoided on the ontinent, I believe Ada Jack will retu 

toLouisian a sometime during the autumn and will perhaps 

gp b a ck to Britain in the Spring, much depending, I, S,W, t inks, 

whether Ada feels any impulse- to begin writing again 

during her stay around here, 

I heard a portion of an interview wit Amabasadotr or 
Governor Marriman given on the radio » tonight and 
I gathered from what was said, I had tuned in late, that he 
is recently returned from a round in Africa • I was much 
impressed by his reference to the headlines theAfrican 
press gav$ to the plight of the negro children in Louisiana, 
cut off from Welfare assistance , I perhaps mentioned 
that next Thursday 1 s oolumn, under the title of 
"TheGovernor, the Queen and the Children", is a broadside 
against the recent laws enacted by the Legislature under the 
approval of the: Governor, Brickbats will begin sailing 
in my diection as soon as the paper is off the press bu 
I don’t mind at dll 


Memorandum : 


Once in a while in spring, once in a while in the fall 
do we seem to have perfeot days, one after the other, and s 
/ms been the climate here this week end, I hold 
the thought it may hav been equdLly fine in Lyme, 

The S # g.'s ^arrived Satu day night in time for 3 upper, 
Th,ey had spent the day in Shrev port on their way back from 
a week in Houston and BatonRouge, They found the lady's 
brother-in-law, Sam Gauit, recovering from his operation, s. 
but surely, The Gneral told me he had, taken Sister and her 
daughter out to lunch but couldn't tell if things were 
any different from before. 

After supper, everyone repaired to the house across th, 
fence, that is to say, everyone except me. In the 
afternoon, Celeste's nephew, Joe Regard and wife, had 
dirven upf rom Hew Iberia with a view to seeing 
Madan Regard today. And thus the J, H,'s, the S, G,'s and 
the Roe Regards made a six-some and all went off merrilu. 


It was, so warm this a ftemoon I had to change raiment a 
couple of times, what with the sweat oozing so bountifully, 

I am eradicating the rubble left by last weekend's 
visitation by the horses and putting in order the 
vegetable rows where the seeds were just comiiig up fticelyf 
hold the thought the week end may be quiet botfi it» yme 5 nd 
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still resting upside down on the Montrose lane** 

Thefieneral came to see me as usual this morning, —a 
custom he always follows when here and we had a nice chat, He nei 
voices strong political feelings but it mas obvious he is for ffixc 
are all the bankers, I suppose* • * 

They left for home a bout 10 and J* H . and Celeste 
were taking the Regard £ to dinner, in town and invited me but, 
of course, I declined and dined pleasantly enough all by myself* 

About 3 o'clock, Blythe and Joan came to see mm§, bringing 
some elegant sandwiches, cake and the Lord knows what all, includ¬ 
ing a big bouqet and some plants of specialinterest for somebody 
like Blythe or Carrie who have the ability to fiddle with odd thin 
^that are rare but require more attention than 1 am likely to give 
Blythe threatens to bring some ladies along mid week to see the go 
.and I gave her and Joan a flock of the latter when they 
got ready to depart, -B$the love3 to fiddle with dL 1 such things 
and really turns ou some splendid creations* 

* . •. • 1; ; K <*\ ' !>. . • ’/! . v. * ‘ T ? • ‘ ^ ^ c -* - 1 r* 

She didn't have rfi y particular news although she did 
mention that la Applegate, daughter of Joe Evans, had 
c a lled her twice last week, both times quite drunk • She declared 
on one occasions. that she had spent the day in Hatches and had 
dined with Miss Myra who, laijkplegate claims, is 
flying about in the pink of health, driving her oWn car and 
generally behaving as though her years of ill health were 
gone forever . Blythe suggested that she and J drive over to 
Devereux to spen^ the May with MissMyra but, naturally. I'll let 
you knpw.when I begin dreaming about going to Hatches t 0 spend th 
, d dV* f 

’ . 'J - 3 >1 13 £ i'-i Vv? - 

0,nly last nigh I thought of Miss Myra when John 
Fischer who sounds just like her, appeared on nvitation to Learni 
to'discuss Le Mort d'Arthur* Mr, Cecil of the British 
InformationService was the other guest and I liked the whole busin 
1 I m sh they had tied in Chanson de ’Holland and Roman de la Rose 
which, seem to me should have somehow found ai place in the 
discussion but it didn't pan cut that way* 


I hold the thought there may hav 
pleasure with leisure at Lyme* 


been 




TO 


Monday, September 19th, I960* 


no 


- 3 p . 1 


Memorandum : 


Another lovely summer's day and withal pleasantly warm 
in the 90's» I wonder what has happened to hurricane 
Florence* I didn't hear a single radio news"Sait reference 
to her* Perhaps the Russian and Cub a n bloio-ins put a mere 
atmospheric •hurricane in the 3hade* 

I mas impressed this morning by the wheels and reels, 
in a'manner of speaking, can be set in motion by a mere 
casual remark* 

While wating to use the store 'phone} —mine 
was out of whaok for a change, I fell to ‘talking with 
some of the gin men, —Fug a bou and one or two mulattoes 
whose names I did net know* Someone remarked on what a 
fine day it was* I agreed and recalled that the 
F a ir in town, running for the week, was starting off with 
good luck 30 far as the weather 'was concerned and that 
I hoped the Church ?air across the 'way would be equally blessed 
when the 15th and 16th 0 October rolled 'round* 

One of the mulattoes said he understdood the Church 

Fair was to be held on the 8th and 9th • I 3aid I 

thought it was to be the same time as the Hatchitoahes-Cane 

River Pilgrimage which ukvs the "middle % of the month* I had 

written a Cane iver Memo on <the subject and put those dates in* 

He said that Father Calahan xit Church yesterday had said something 
about the Fair and Pilgrimage being at tli-e same time, too, 
but h a d twioe mentioned the 8th and 9th of October* 

1 - - 

I mas planning to send in my C• R* M* in today 's post 
and I recalled the folders the Hysterical Ladies were 
getting out, mentioning the Church of th'e Children of 
Strangers' Fair was due to go to the press today • Something 
told me I had better get busy* 

I accordingly contacted Celeste who said bhe had told 
the Church that this year's Pilgrimage would be the 
second week end in October and had assumed that would be the 15th 
and 16th* I called the Reverend Fathers and they said 
they had'been told just that by just that person and accordingly 

had supposed the Pilgrim a ge would be on the 8th and 9th 

and had accordingly made plans accordingly for booths to be set up. 


I 
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p.s . 

Instinctively 1 feel the whole Castro rumpus 
about going to the Theresa in Harlem was cooked up 
in advance , the chicken cooking in a midtown hotel 
and other pqtformances merely employed to get them 
put out and so Sffo rd an opportunity to select 
the Theresa, thus seeming to cultivate theAfrican 
.//. new members. I'll bet we shall hear something 
about all this eventually 
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Tuesday , September 80th , 2960# 


electricity spread a bout'the place, coke machines contracted, e tc., ai 

so they guessed they would have to stick to the 8th and 9th 

even though it was the week end before Pilgrimage. I 

called the Publicty Section of the Hysterical Ladies and 

got them to stop the presses or rather, not to let the start, 

until the reference to the Church had been taken out and 

some other notice inserted in its place 9 and, finding nobody 

to help me with my mansucript $ wrote a note a nd attaching 

same calling for corrections to t he soripf and got it 

going, —a tempest in a teapot but one which t 

I am glad could be disposed of so speedily, anc{ dL 1 due 

to a mere 'chance remark about the weather. 

But no sooner did I dispose of one confusion about 
Octobe dates than aother headed in my direction. The artist 
phoned me to say her granddaughter wanted to know if I would 
write the Rocket to ask her if she would come to photograph 
the wedding. I said I would do so and asked the artist when 
it was to b&. She said it was to be the seoond Sunday in 
October and she thought x 1fifaie Jlae 9 the prospective bride 9 
had said that would be on the 3rd.' Realising the 
artist ha3 no concept of calendars o»c^ couldn't possible 
comprehend that the second Sunday in any month could scarcely 
be on a 3 of anything. I got her to consult Willie Mae for 
additional details. She came up with October 9th 
at the Baptist Church in Cloutierville 9 or "at least you might 
os well s a y it’s in the town but it's outside, jus’ outside 9 
and MissCarolyn could take the music, piano and picking t and 
the procession 'and all and after that b a ck here at my house 
for the infers". Well 9 Lord, the n ocket seems to have quite 
a fob cut out for herself, what with all the music and picking, 
not to mention the infare, and so I shall drop her a letter 
in duplicate, one to Hew Orleans, one to Shreveport, peither of 
Which she will probably ever get , and after that Dame ortune will 
haife to take over. Millie Mae, according to the artiSt, 
sa.id she rathe have Miss Carolyn than anybody but if she 
couldn't come to let her know in time so she could get 
somebody else. My conclusion, stemming from that statement 
is that Willie Mae doesn't know the Rocket*' very well if 3 he 
thinks 3he can count on her to advise her either way. 

Dr. Alban of the Shreveport Experimental Station in pecanes , 
was here for dinner. He is quite an amateur photographer and 
has lots of slides of his travels. He had brought his 
camera today, wanting to get pictures of gour $3 
and l think he really got some very nice ones. He says he 
will have slides made of them if they turn out nicely. As for myself 
I vegetable gardened and ought to sleep mightily tonight........ 


Memorandum: 

ur summer weather continues in tjje 90's al¬ 
though a shower in town during the late aftenoon 
brought the thermometer down a few degrees in. this area, 
making the temperature exceedingly pleasant tonight. 

t 

With the three ring circus going on in the 
Communist camps at t the United nations, Soviet 
Headquarters, Hotel Theresa ayd so on, the coast-to-coast 
net w$rk news reporters seem to have lots to talk 
abouton the general subject of Manhattan high- 
jinks but little npout (P-ything else *„ I have 
never caught up with hurricane Florence who, I suppose, 
m a y have % blown herself out to sea while not once so far this 
week hav'e I heard any report as to golfing scores at 
Burning Tree and such like 

I can't seem to think what it was that made 
my day so busy^but busy it was and I be¬ 
grudged the couple of times armen called me to 
gossip. I can always tell when things get dull at 
the Red Cross by the number of telephones I receive from that 
quarter. 

Today's story had to c lo with'some sort of an anniversary 
whioh c harles unningh a m celebrated over the week end. Perhaps 
it w a s his birthday and perhaps it wa s» t. In any event, 
the new wife gave harles a half dosen lovely new shirts 
and in the pocket of one , tucked a oheck for 
three thousand five hundred dollars. All I can say 
is that Charles is unimaginative if he doesn t arrange 
to have bigge^and more frequent anniversaries. 

• l >* •'* 1 **' * ^ 

At the coffee hour this morning 1 learned of the lady doctor's 
domestic trials. Don, her husband, simply can't 
get his feet on t he g round and is mooningaround 
month in and month out. He is depressed and, naturally, 
makes his wife so. She sent him to vacation with 
some of his friends inArison a , thinkMg a geograpibio 
change and relaxation with friends mwQht help* As 
soona§ he arrived at his destination, however , he 
'phoned her , saying he had changed his mind and instead of 
staying at least one month, had decided to remain only one 
night J. H. said at supper the other night he has no[doubt 
that the lady doctor has the largest practice of anyone in this 
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Wednesday, September 21st, 2960, 


area • She i3 certainly on the jump all around 
the clock and it does seem lamentable that when 
she does touch home base, she ha3 to be confronted with 
the trials and tribulations of her unemployed 
husband. Fortunately, however, she continues 
-infatuated with him, in a manner somewhat like their 
mutual fasoinatton over their child,Desiree • We have 
known others who have had the problem of having 

two children, one a» offspring, the other the offspring's father, 
and I. must say I feel terribly sorry for ayone 
confronted by such a n insolu a ble trt a nge . —a geometric 
set-up that, paradoxically enough, doesn't seem to have 
sufficient points to make it pl a usible . 

x Because there was no breeze staring last night, 

\it seems rather strange there should have been so many 
gourds on the ground this morning . Although 
they were of the larger varieties and dL though some of them 
struck the ground from a height of 8 or 10 
feet, none of them were damaged • There wa3 a green one,— 
that is green in color, that I have hung up tod ry by the 
boudoir door on the gallery . The bottom is Just about 
the sizq and shape of a football, one sharp end 
pointing down . The opposite point is lost in 
the handle, n bout the size of your wrist and perfectly 
straight measuring a little over four feet . Perhaps, 
after it dries, I shall make a dipper out of it although what on 
ear,th anyone would try to dip withj^t, I cannot imagine • 

Perhaps, on the other hand, I shaft make a rattle out of 
it by simply letting it 'tern a in intact so that the seeds within 
will eventually loosen and $o make a racket but, 
on second thought, it would certainly take quite a big 
baby .to m a nipulate a rattle the size of a football on the end 
of a handle of such length . Perhaps 1 shall merely give it 
to som-ebodyAike Blythe who chances to pass this way . I wi sh 
Mrs , Spinks, night have it but it would require a coffin to 
protect such a thing, were it to be shipped . 

Just before sundown, gathered three baskets of okra 
and one b a 3ket of tomatoes and I shall give the major 
portion of this produce to local friends a :i<2 3till have tuple 
for both houses If only Lyme were _ 


emorandum : 

... * ■- ■ - ' ' ' 

Beautiful weather . 1 

* 

I thought today wqs reckoned as the beginning of 
autumn but I didn t hear anything bout such an event on ai y of 
the official weather reports • Perhaps Leap-Year or something 
else has altered the September 21st time t a ble for seasonal doings • 

I am looking forward to a double dip in tomorrow's post, 
what with the failure of the 1st dass mail to put in an qp pearacne 
Fortunately such errors as going to Melville or where ever gets set 
straight within 24 hours so that today's absence of delivery means 
a double delivery on the following day 

,1 l * '■ ' 

I recalled my post script of last night, complaining 
about the President' s failure to be appearing on the 'few York 
sr. a ge interruption .. 

I was talking about my thought that the President 
would have done well to make the Soviets at 
least share some of the Manhattan stage with him, 
simply by being in Manhattan, at least. And so tonight, 
and a little be-latedly. the same idea seems to have 
come to the surface in Washington and the President will 
indeed appear in the latter half of the week. It is 
regrettable he didn't make it in the first half but, 
pe rhaps, better late than never • 

The interruption was from the Enterprise offic^e, giving 
me the once over of tomorrow's issue. There doesn t 
seem to be anything extraordinary but it is said 
to be alright in view of what was available to sere up. 

It remains to be seen if there is a political 

w a il when some renders get to the Cane iver emo under 

the title of "The^overnor, the Queen and the Children", 

' o l ’ • J! • * * i ' > <• • * • - ■ * •. v * * 

i The Longs are in the news again, Uncle Earl's wife having 
filed a a»22 of 19 55 for probate while one of 
Uncle Earl's sisters claims he made 6ne la&t year that 
cannot be found . The ‘sister is quoted as opining the 
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Thursday, September 82nd, 1960. 


ex-Governor left something like $275,000,, 

which is probably true even though he never had a salary or 
listed income that would hav totaled such an amount even 
though he had never spent anickle of it. And that, 
if I may say so, is not especially new by way of news 
in the settlement of a polit’ican's estate, 

With this week's admission of 14 new members to 
the VII, 13 of them African, it seems to me this 
is likely to be an hibtoric season for that organisation, 

As I recall, Red China was kept out of the UII by an 
almost even vote by the member nations, a bout 30 in favor 
of admission, about 30 opposed. How that 14 new nations 
make their entrance into the organisation, it would 
appear these new members may easily turn out to be the 
balance of power that will decide a lot of things in the 
future. Pretty soon, it would seem to me, 
it ought to dawn on Little Rock that there 's a lot 
at stake if children of one race or another may go to school 
with other children in Arkansas, The trouble with die- 
hards is that they die haWl'ahd I suppose at least 
one, perhaps two generations will have to make their 
exit before our actions will entitle us to unbiased opinions 
from many a soul in the Africa rt States and, of course, it 
is quite possible that neither Africa nor the rest of the world 
<• will have the patience to wait for such a long time for 
us to get civilised. Be that as ii may, there are 

new winds of force blowing through the corridors of the V, II, buildi 
on E a St River and lucky are we of the West if we find we are with tl, 
* majority on matters henceforth coming before that 
organisation,, I think we have at long last 

realised the U, II, offers a set-up that, if properly developed, may 
far in bringing the globe intos some sort of universal order. 

The growing pains will undou tedly find lots of people 
balking at this possible dawn of a new day but, whether 
’ we like it or not, it is going to be difficult holding 

back the dawn How we 3hall fare and how we shall proceed seems to 
be anybody's guess, llightly I am shocked and amazed that 
• a program appearing over’■all major stations in Louisiana, Texas, 
Arkansas and so on, under the n a me of Life Line, which 
seems to be under the patronage and apparantly paid for 
by H, L, Hunt, one time t.e richest and ^bi 11 one of 
the richest men in the world, and one time angel of 
the late and unlamented junior Senator from Wisconsin, and 
the burden of these programs seems to be a denunciation of 
the United nations and American membership 


What the 


too rid and 


Cn 77 


Memorandum : 

J'air today, cloudy tonight, with the average temperature 
five or six degrees above normal, what with the dav time 
highs still in the 90's, 

I was delighted yith today's post which was certainly 
worth waiting for in.spite of my impatience-with yesterday's 
failure of 1st class things to reach their destination al¬ 
though the yesterday and today combination wa 3 ple a sing tfLl around. 

It goes without saying that I rejoiced that things 
in Lyme went off as well as they did during the recent 
big blow a nd I an so glad the independent transportation 
3ystqm functioned so w ell that little Miss Lee 
wasn t marooned half way between one place mid another 

T e fact i that things are already piled higher than high 
on executives desks with the inevit a bility that they will climb 
higher and higher in the weeks ahead impells me to stress again 
as l have stressed in the pass, to wit, that until the flurrv 
has subsided which probably means after the'first of the 
year, I pray you not to think about personal correspondence 
during this busy, dizzy period, A post card occasionally, 
if circumstances permit, would be grand but even if post cards 
are out of the question, too, rest assured that 
I shall always understand and rely on telepathy until 
thitigs are once more righted around, 

I am so glad,your patient ha3 come through 
his ordeal, so far as the first move is concerned and I 
hold the t ought that further moves, —much further, - may 
be much closer that oasu a lne38 abroad would seem to suggest as 
a possibility, 

t £ • • * 

I need not try to tell you how indebted to you I am 
for the qiite unexpected and altogether "tingling-to-me" clipping 
about Iarly-l a -M a chine, Like Porte Marly and Marly-le-Roi, 

Marly-la Machine is, an old geographic and historical friend, 

I was surprised, too, that even Louvecinnes got into the article . to i 
and made me think again of th$ Fragonards in the Frick Galleru that 
were painted for Madame du Barry's chateau there, I never 
cease marveling that no newspaper article can ever seem to get into 
print without h a ving a mistake or two and so it was, as uou 
probably ^noticed in, this instance, too, Tf le line I refer to has 


9 



From the FRANCOIS Hi S HOW PAPERS# #H~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT._ 


10747 




to do with the magical date of 1679, wherein we are told 

that Quatorse, tired of Versailles*, etc,, etc,, whereas we 

know perfectly well that Versailles didn't have the final W uatorise 

seal put on it until about 1684 and that it wa 3 

about 17 00 before Quator 2 e really got to going on M a rly-le-Roi 

d though Marly-la Machine was already supplying waters 

for he Versailles fountains from the Seine, All of this 

is of no importance to the newspaper reader, of course, but it is excel 

evidence of how so many newspaper acco nts somehow seem to get 

twisted about. 

And may I thank you for telling me about bread prefeences 
on the part of a particular feathered friend, 1 here's no 
accounting for such taste and I'm delighted to know a bout it. 

Perhaps I mentioned that while Grandpa doesn't care much 

about milk, oddly enough, but that the peacocks are 

crasy about it. Ale last thing I should have 

im a gined would have been a peacock losing his mind over milk, 

v • * 

* T talked with eth tonight and she expressed the hope 

Sister would be coming to make her-.home here. Imagine, I had 

called her to ask if she had Carrie's telephone number, t>he 

told me Carrie doesn't.have a phone but one may call the 

Saline post office and leave messages there for her. Of course, 

you and i know Carrie doe3 have a 'phone, I asked the 

operator if she would conneot me with la JJ ormon , -but the 

operator explained that the number is restricted from vulgar 

printed ’phone bo oks and therefore she couldn't give it to me 

or connect me with Mis3 v ormon unless I could supply the 

number. Imagine, I thought 1 might g a ng up with 

Carrie on a price at whioh each of us would demand of Magasette 

for future articles qnd I should have liked to. fix this price before 

making acknowledgement of Ola Mae's letter but I 

*hall have to do without that knowledge,, 

<, 

The letters from Ola M a e, d arold Martin and Margot Wheeler 
speak for themselves, I shall attach my response to Ola Mae 
although I think I'm a fool to^ool with that whole set-up, es¬ 
pecially as I learned from the ocket that r, Byrd is quite jealous of 
his position of Gray ^mii^enae 3nd of me. Imagine . . 
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Friday , September 23rd, I960, 


Memorandumt — t 

Another perfectly lovely day without the 
slightest suggestion that summer has withdrawn and automn 
i<aken over, 

- . There seems to belots to listen to 

on the radio these nights,,,,,interruption. 

The artist called, ^he seemed to be feeling super fine, 
thanks to a mild artificial stimulant. She was complaining 
about the .impending infare for Jackie's girl and said that 
while she was glad to do something for her granddaughter, 
this new generation, unli,ke the old, wasn t satisfied with 
home made cake and had to have store bought ones, etc,, eto. 

She .had a long rigajnaro'le about having gone with 
her neighbor, Nina, when the latter wanted to 
have company with her in venturing to town to c all 
on her sou who was resting in jail until a doctor could 
examine him, prior to his departure for the hospital 
or asylum in Alexandria. The youth, like his mama, 
suffers from epilepsy and alcojiol, even as on other sufferers 
from that affliction, does nothing to- improve their 
condition. And so the cotton rolls and soi do the bottles 
and so do the automobiles, carting, the a fflicted off to institutioiu 
to hear the artist, herself a bit under the weather, 
go into the details of the visitation was really something, 

Mo wonder I lost a news program about today's doings 
in the U,ff, meeting, 

Ned Calmer for CBS, used his usual phrase on his 
five minute newscast tonightx 

w * 

Here are the headlines of.news around the world", 

but tonight's world seemed to be centered exclusively on the U,!I, 
building, the Waldorf and the Soviet headquarters, 

V . Ion in ■■ ivan.'ti. 


o’. sll»l ■ luou 

iiV 5 c- > r.i a ,‘p a»««i! V -i 

• fti i» 


. 5 ■ 


:it 
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Another interruption as I turn the page, 

I, S, M illard called to report her return to home 
base, following a couple of weeks in the big road around 
south Louisiana, She said 3he had found a letter 
awatiting her on her return, —from Aunt Willie, 
saying how perfectly lovely James had been to her during 
herBatonRouge visit, She said she thought she would 
copy the sentence and send it along to Kay, I 
opined that thought the idea an excellent one, 

In Lake c harles she had seenthose people, — 
the Schaffers a nd they .inquired after my good health . She 
said that she had met lots of other people while 
there and 3ome of them had spoken of a very select list 
of people who were being invited to meet Carolyn on 
Sunday night, -the 25th, It was I, S, V,'s 
understanding that one of her films was to be shown, — 
the Hodges one, perhaps, 

It would be interesting to know what all 
thi3pr ogram o public cp pearance3 means, I cannot 
help wondering if it isn t be\ng 3pojisored by 
somebody, perhaps Mr, Hodges, 

And this reminds me to say that f>he letter from 
Ola M ae would have been quite unexpected, —the one I 
enclosed yes'terday, since the Last W 0 rd never writes, a3 you 
sowell know. But what really impelled her to pen me 
a line, I imagine,stemmed from the fact, that when I last 
saw the Rocket, I told her quite frankly I wasn t going 
to get too far ahead with copy, for the Magazette unless 
something concrete came up from the direction of 
Mr, Hodges or his epresentatives regarding something 
more substanti a l than an azaellia in acknowledgement 
of manuscripts used in Hodges publications, I 
have no doubt the Rocket passed this along to the LostWord 
a nd accordingly the latter w rote the let-ter, talking a bout 
the wish of Mr, Hodges to h n ve the ane iver Memo put into 
wider circulation. Just how he proposes to do such a thing, 

I haven't the slightest idea and I doubt if he has, 

• ..-.0 V* * v-t- a tt.W'; 1 IK 

We are supposed to be honored by a week end visit from 
‘Shreveport but I hold the thought it may not transpire, 

A postcard to J. H, remarked that the 25rd is the anniversary 
of her marriage and sjie would like to be out of 
town on that date, b ince 3he was living here at the time 
the nuptials were celebrated in 1938, a return here to 
spend the anniversary oughtU & j,uiU potent k olda 


icVVOt: 


of the evwi; I assume. 9 Well , Lor*, a» 
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S' Sunday, September 25th, 19 60. 


Memorandum 

Pleasantly warm over the weekend with lots 
of banging from on high Saturday around dark but only 
a quarter of an inch of rain, fbllowed by cloudy 
weather today and a sprinkle that has been persisting since 
4:30 and it is noii{ a little after 9. 

Satu d n y's p3t brough Edi.th Porter 's letter and 
this week 1 s n Life, both of which I relished, I thought 
the Nigeria article in Life especially interesting and I 
was impressed that Anne Parrish could be so soon forgotten in 
Danbury, Wouldn t it be interesting to 

know where the&oswell furniture went, with the settlement 
of the estate •, 

• ■ » 

J am delighted to report that we did not 
receive a Shreveport visitation this week end and the resulting 
oalm was pleasant indeed, 

Blythe stopped in on Saturday afternoon bu was 
returning to Alexandria righ away and, inview of the 
weather, perhaps she wap ■fust as happy there as at 
camp. 

She had taken a couple o gourds with her when 
last here and these she had been working on and 
so brought them b a ck to me and they j re at present 
resting in Ghana, 

The creations she brought forth were quite different. 

One g'ourdgShe fashioned into a container to hold 
p truly fuatorzienne arrangement of dried flowers seed pods, eto, 
all stepped up with pine cones and heaven knows what a ll. It is 
tr ly something suggested by the boiseriesat Versailles 
and withal, so classic that one would suspect Blythe of 
having suddenly become gonscious of the ±17th century, 
in spite of the fact that you aud^I know that would be quite 
impossible, 


i 

so 


J 


i 
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Monday, September Both, 19 60 


The other gourd she made into a Jack-o’-L a ntern, 
a really jolly fellow that is quite the best I have ever seen 
She carved the mouth so the corners turned up in 
a drole manner and she carved the eyes so they look as 
'though the lower parts were being pushed upward from 
sheer laughter on the part of Jack, Ihking the 
inside of a dishrag gourd, she flattened out one 
end of this baloney looking thing to form a wide brim for a 
hat, letting the rest of the material rise up 
8 inches or so above the brim, until it reached 
a fin a l point in sharp contrast to the expansive visage 
beneath • Using Spanish moss, she made 

ringlets for hair and then, after dying cornshucks red, she 
used these to make a mutton-chop beard that 
is 'a knockout, In short, the 

Jac,kk-o'-lantern does what it is supposed to do, 

I guess, — it makes you laugh at the sight of it. 


Memorandum : 

Two and a quarter inches of rain last night 
with clouds and sprile3 today• It's cloudy and 3prinkley 
tonight and the promise for more of the same stuff 
on the morrow. 


With all the rumpus going on at U, H, these 
days, the sound of the national political 
contenders seems mometarily drowned out but we 
shall hear them plainly enough before HovAmber 8th, no doubt, 

C - j • *i , — t f • ( • r e J p .Irj fj rvp al* rj Wm * V> f 1 *. 

I wasespeoially indebted to Senor Castro when 
at the inception of his speech today, he assured the 
U, ff, audience it would be brief and therefore 
lasted only 4 hours and 87 minutes. Had he 
not pro lised to be brief, one shudders at the 
possible length, •«. no s 

In spiie of the rather unpleasant weather this morning, 

I coffee-ed in an aura of sunshine. Every year I 
somehow forget that with the end of September there will 
always be a sugar cane festival in Hew beria, with 
much parades during the day and dancing in the 
streets at night, J, H, will be going over 
to Albany, Georgia, Sunday and so one might as well 
get going in the direction of Mew Iberia along about 
Friday, returning late Monday in time to prepare 
for family coming up Tuesday to celebrate 
mother's birthday on Tuesday, Ho wonder the 

sun, in spite of the actual cloud coverage, was so scintillating, 
must re-read a biography of Marie Antoinette to see if 
I understand her impulse to frolic a little better. 

In the gourd section, as was to be expected, 
last night's rain dumped lots of gourds on the 

'though 


I was glad to catch up with Invitation to Learning 
last night. They were doing B V H, Lawrence's 
Women in Love, It is always pleasant to hear 
civilised people alk and I thought the participants 
quite civilised although this Lawrence 
opusnever appealed to me as entertainment for which 
it wasnot intended nor for instruction which I 
suppose it was. From what was said during 
the half hour, I gathered that the book is supposed to 
be about the rodinary, social or conventional 
reactions of human beings to one thing and another 
as opposed to primordial impulses that 
are also supposed to manifest themselves in people b t 
happily, T guess, are usually held down pretty well, 

I'm not at 1 sure about primordial 

forces operating in me or anyone else and I 

shy away from such speculations much as I do when 

psychiatrist begin t alking a bout b a bies, 

children and even grown-ups, yearniuafor the warmth and 

protection of the mother's womb, P&aonally, 

I have no notion as for what atiny b„by*,may be yearning 

but I suspect that whatever it is, it is 

not yearning for its mother'3 womb, Butg etting 

b„ck to Women in Love, I must repeat what I have so ofte 

said before , —it seems remarkable that an au thor 


ground, doing damage to none of them ,#l1 
necessitating that they be transported -i 
some place alters they wouldn t be resti 
groiind . Some of them were sufficiently 
to permit the removal of the outer skin 
to dry further, I reckon I effected t(j 
on about 40, one result being that the rafters 
on the front gallery act are so crowded with gourds 
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Tuesday, September 27th, 19 60, 


What with the displays going on in U. //. at 
every meeting these days, pe rhaps it is no 
wonder that Emily Post finally expired on this date. 

Had she survived long enough to hear the two 
Presidential candidates tonight, however, I think 
she might hav taken a new lease on life for it 
seemed to me that both of them pe rformed in a manner 
that would have received Post approval and it seemed to 
me that Mr. Nixon in particular leaned over backward 
to give the impression that not only are we 
living in the best of all kinds of worlds, so far as the 

confines of the United States is concerned but the electorate 
is being jjiven an opportunity to select as 
President the one man whois most likely to display 
good manners while in office, following his election. 

Of course I have no idea a3 to what effect either 
candidate producedvisually on TV watchers but as an old hand 
at radio listening, 1 got little or nothing that would 
have done very much to intensify anything by way of a preference tha 
had not already been imbeded in my mind. 

Before the program went on the air, some announcer opined 
that a bout ninety million people would be listening. 

I am willing to accept that figure and go a step farther and 

opine on my own hook that about fourty-five million 

m a y be expected to tune in on the next joint effort 

on the part of the candidates. In any event, I'm glad 

the program lasted only one hour, making it better than 

Saturday night boradcasts on almost any net work when you have 

not one but two cho.ices, —solid hours either of 

football games or hill-billy twanging. I do a lot 

of scoffing at Bible slapperss but on Saturday nights 

they do introduce a third type of entertainment, wacky to be sure 

but not quite so deadly as the football and yll billy business. 

i The truth of the matter is that in some categories, 
as, for example, the farm one, nobody knows the answer 
and each candidate is whistling in the dark.-- Hi exon 
thjn ks^pu& L&efense is just fine and Kennedy doesn't. 

asked to decide which is right and, of course, 
knows more about it than does Grandpa en one candidate 
comes up 'yt^th some percentages, 44 percent or 2 percent or 
15 percent Ij/t. production or co3t of living or contrasting 
advances, and figures, of course, prove anything and 

p ° uu ° ian 

seem . lt Waa - • 


aduer+.j 


Memorandum : 

Winter came so early this year. I doubt if the thermometer 
got out of fye 60's tod y under heavy cloud coverage and now 
and then a sprinkle which wasn t enough by way of moisture 
to keep the cotton pickers out of the fields this afternoon. 

At 8 tonight both D a llas and Hew Orleans were in the 70's, 
leaving the space of the sandwich between on the choll side. 

I liked something reported on CBS tonight. A, 
story from Regent Park reports that in that- London zoo 
they have a goose reminding the keep of Castro. L he 
goose, of course, loves to do a lot o/ splashing a bout 
but every time he gets in the t a nk holding the water, 
he invari a bly pulls out the stopper,, leaving him high and dry. 

» -4 .i 

From various quarters today, I heard reactions to the 
"historic" "debate" between Messrs Kennedy and Nixon last 
night, each person reporting h a ving witnessed the session 
on TV and, of course, * wap glad to ljearn what I, as 
a radio listener, missed, — to witthe 

drawn look on Mr. Nixon's face. None of the reports reaching 
me dealt with what was said by the two participants but 
what their physical appearance reflected and I suppose that 
is about what one might expect of potential voters' 
interest in candidates. 

Off hand, my guess is that we have had more 
lawyers and military people ascending to the Presidency than 
a iiy other type a iMj somehow 4t has never occured to me 
we might 3om$time get a bona fide actor but if this TV 
sister act continues in future campaigns, perhaps it will 
be a thespian, on the strungth of his agility before 
the camera that will push a man slap intp the 
White House. 

VI t the post office this morning, I recalled 
that feast year a couple of huge sacks of mil 
arr vfd^bll containing Sears^oebuck catalogues, each saok 
bearing the name of elville, La., but sent 
here instead. For a second time within 
a week, there was no 1st class mail delivery at 
this bend of the river but there were some imposing 
looking sacks that buldged with stuffing which 

. .11 \\ t - - ■ • 

»*» no • '--*»• 

t j > • .•t'-.i’i - i - ■ r ’i v • f • 
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P. s, 

on removing this pjge for placing it in the 
envelope, 1 get the impjressiQn a portion of it 
faded out. There wa3 nothing of the slighest importance 
in that section since it merely had to do with 
a telephone chat with l, S, Willard,,,, 
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Wednesday, September 88th, 1960. 


turned out to be Sears-Roebuck catalogues, and, 
remarkably enough, r eally intended for this community, 
tooiinatV- ft* '•••■• V> ■ ; l z 

t ' I always receive these catalogues with pleasure 

for although l never gets round to use them myself, lots 

of my friends find them convenient, I should 

add, however, that I a m forever buying something or other 

from Sears-Roebuck although, instead of wading 

through their literary productions on my own hook, I 

simply 'phone the office in town where I am told. 

what the listing may be and a telephone order is made out and 

shipped from there.. My purchases are usually confined 

to oil paints for the artist. It seems a little 

odd that no commercial house in a town pf 14 or 15 thousand 

people should carry artists' supplies but such seems to 

be the case, Ihe college bookshop carries suoh ithings but 

that K emporium is, naturally, reserved for students and 

teachers, l oan repdily enough persuade- Ora to exercise 

her rights as a faculty, member and so • obtain oil paints 

through her good offices but I prefer *■ using 

"Mr, &ears n and thus avoid bothering Ora, 

•■w 

The hour approaches 10 and. I find myself wondering 
what it was the Soviets in general and Mr, K, in p rticular 
were talking a bout recently, a nd espeoi J ly last evening when 
it was repeated several times that today would be an 
historic one, apparently because of something that 
was to transpire behind the iron curtain. Whatever itwas 
obviously didn't come off as anticipated for I haven't 
heard a peep on the radio this evening about anything 
extraordinary, 

I was a little surpised tonight to learn 
that again Red u hina's hopes to be invited if-^fd/n 
the United Nations had been turned down agaiM/ had 
half felt China might make it this year but 
it is said the vote on this go-round was exactly the same 
as last year, —something like 18 againstf 7 i m 
fauor and one abstention 

4 1 Q 4 v . t- O J * i •» c ( 1 > \j 

Well,so much for this dull letter but 
perhaps it will be less frigid on the morrow 
and I may do a little better, I trust the 


Memorandum • 

»**'•• " - *•?> : «. - -«... •• ■,< . ■ e 

Half blue, half gray were today's skies and 
the sunshine looked somewhat novel after our 
few days of shadow. It could warm up a little 
to be a bit more pleasant but even so it is nice enough, 

• • • • 8 • • • 

I'm more or less alone tonight, what 
with J, H, having gone to New Orleans this noon and 
Celeste, afraid to stay at home alone, remaining 
with her mama at the hospital 

• • '1 ... -.C, .1 * 

o, H, expects to return Thursday night and Celeste 
will be b a ck Friday morning in ample time, 1 trust, 
to lake off for Hewlberia for the week end. 


k * 

At coffee this morning IJieard a new exouse for 
going to Hewlberia for the sugar cane festival. You see, 
when one seep mother so frequently, one is likely to 

get depressed and theut isn't good for mother to see. herefore 

the sugar cane frolic, 

. s /. 3, .tufas' a ff Sunday for Ceorgi a , I shall 
be alone some other nigh Cs , t too., it wo^ild- appear hut 
’s - l have n-ver been ojis to aomprehev 'H^^at- it'.is 
people are afraid of, I can seem tv druj^p mtuaA 
sympathy for myself, . 

Jell, x don't seem to be getting anywhere on 
this keyboard tonight, wha-t with three telephone interruptions 
as between this pargjfrgph and the a bove, and none of them 
of the slightest tnparityrfse t I was, t nevertheless, 

, zSl'ld tg bear from I, S,‘ Wtllcr^d ortd her adtoevtures of "the day 
r.l t^qugh < 1 ’ tty. e J VssjffS, hc.s p^rb^bly never been known t*- 
c-tingle r-tixizza* VfMbut.p yS'ttg thsr-* to 

**'<**'* *-»•• thyi: upM mf.nd &r. t'- . healths.ftc+emjnt 

* - k -' : rc.h~ jtf-jd -*• dhcngfing ■ nerd 

; >.■ f . f ; , t . . >4 0 -J nyh : -:-.j 

’-l . -<J, ”T,>i rky -- 4 - . 

3 ; ‘ ‘ :i ” v** r - '--r at.star 'mew- tt, kt hes 

' ■ ’ ’ ' "rr'- f g: • b-gnn lo'J-d - ;j 

■; -'.rlj ■ 1 the lady makes up her mind to 

finish the sentessoe that he either forgets what it is 
that turned out to be blue or misses the .aslar named but 
completely , 

She had goneto consult with the President at the college 
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so see what John had to say about introducing a line of 
study centering on the tie betweenHistory and Art, and 
how that turned out, I don't recall. 1‘hen she and 
Mrs. Charles Cunningham drove down to Beaufort to have 
mid morning coffee with Beth and eth said that she 
is for Nixon and Vernon is for Kennedy, and finally, after 
I, S. W. a nd Mrs. Cm M. C. were b a ck in town a nd were saying 
"Adieu" to e a ch other, I. S. W., in parting, sa\d : 

* • 

"Give my llpve to Charles," 

which produced a surprise look on the new wife's face. 

* • 

But whaf I. 3.W. had to 3 ay that interested me had 
to do with a .colored lady who had been brought up in a 
white home by conservative people in town. Somehow, with 
the passage of the years, a home was bought for the girl 
near the people who had brought her up and, the man 
of the house, having died a few years ago, the girl, having 
her own home, is there only during the day as 3he always spend the 
night with her former mistress who is old and doesn't want to 
feel isolated from the world. She, the girl, who is 
perhaps middle age b now, occasionally invites white people 
to dine or sup at her borne,.she always doing the serving nd 
never joininjUhem at the t a ble, reminding me of May 
Balt hagai* wh^^aractices the same.sort of social legerdemain. 

I. S. 7. had^m/i there recently and told me of the pretty things 

the girl has in her house and, fortunately, spoke of 

her delight in collecting pitchers, for I have apretty 

little pitcher that most certainly be added to this collection 

and I shall give it to her if I. S. W. brings her this way one day< 

On second thought, . however, T\think I shall send the pitcher 

to I.S. W. to pass along for I'sttiiuk a gift to a collector 

from someone entirely unknown w^hld be much nicer.. That's 

what I like about I.S. Willard, -*she may wear you out 

by all the side paths she m a y lead you into, —even 

worse, I believe than Edith Wyatt Moore, — but if 

you can survive the detours, you are likel^to stumble over 

a delightful vistq you might not h a ve dreaWch -Exists, providing 

you have the patience to persist, 'ft 

Tod a y 1 gardened and tonight I am pleasantly 
weary but withal the happier for this nightly 
communion. . 


on. . 


Thursday, Sept ember 89th, 19 60 , 


Memorandum : 

A perfectly beautiful day 3uch as is likely 
to be encountered and experienced only when October 
comes in September. 

Thelma Kyser called me this morning to say she 
was sorry not to see me among the 600 guests at 
the fao-ulty reception at their house one night this 
week, perhaps Tuesday. She mentioned something about 
a special invitation that had been direoted to me but 
I never got that and would have sent my -regrets 
anyway. The President's house^ while ample for average 
size receptions, certainly wasn t designed to accommodate 
3ix hundred people. I guess it may have one advantage, 
however, that ability it provides for one to get lost 
in a crush of people. 

i t t ■ , ' 1 *■"' 1 

Mrs. Walker had reported to me that Thelma had 
made some truly grand, flower arrangements and that 
the I food she served was really excellent which seemed to 
come as something- of a--surprise . I recporte the 
Walker delight with the flowers and food to Thelma who 
beamed o er the 'phone that perhaps this was so 
in Mrs. Walker's mind because she, Thelma and I prob a bly 
had aJ>out the same concept of values. I must remember to 
pass that along to Mrs .Walker sometime for I think 
she will experience quite a turn in being classified in a tr 
embracing herself, Thelma and me. - I admire both 
ladies for their manifest virtues but aS each is 
possessed of sterling attributes that couldn't possibly 
be dubbed identical that I find Thelma's glib classification 
quite hilarious. 

helma wants to come down to tell me all about 
the adventures she and John experienced in their European 
jaunt.' I expressed delight at the prospect of her 
threatened visit but she explained that this week end 
she is giving a reception for Father Wilson of the 
Episcopal 0 huroh whoiis leaving in October and the 

pilg^maL^J 8 ^thing else and the next week will be 
9 7e * * *-* eto -> a “d 1 suggested 1961 or 

1QP.8 ti.Ft IIJ. H an i +. m. . I . -j. — 


trinity 




\ 
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T\ie artist 'phoned me this noon, asking 
"is you got any yellow paint, it makes a 
picture look so pretty and if you ain't, is you 
any extra gumbo"". 


got 


naturally I wa3 delighted with the laternative 
but for the moment, 1 couldn't quite see 
■i... substituting on a canuas any gumbo I have ever 
experienced for yellow paint. 

In a moment, however, 1 recalled that 
because the association is so intimate, very often 
plantation lesser folk often use inter¬ 
changeably the word3 gwibo a nd okra, t 
the latter 30 generally used in making 
gumbo. I was sorry a bout the a bsence of any 
yellow paint but I hazarded the guess that okra 
might be available, as, indeed, it turned out 
to be. 1 hat seemed to make the artist uery happy 
and I have no doubt she i3 busy tonight in 
eitherstirring up a painting or a plate of gumbo 
or, perhaps, both, and, for all I know, with identical 
ingredients. 

Among other things, today's post br ught 
an inquiry a bout the availability of 3mall, ornamental 
gourds from a Mrs. Wells of ackson, Mississippi. In 
her letter of inquiry, and for what reason, I know not, 
she enclosed the colorful front page of the Times 
Picayune Dixie Roto magazine of a couple of years 
ago, showing gourds from the local vines. I shall 
return her cover illustration to her with my 
regrets abput having no small ornamental gourds this 
yet but stall, enclose a Marked; Bulletin coming to 
h nd by the same post and I suppose that may well have 
listings of people who specialize in the raising of 
the merchandise the lady desires. I shall confess to 
the aforesai d Mrs . Wells that I do have large ’ 
gourds that might be classed os ornamental but a's. 
they weigh from fifteen to twenty pounds each,f 
they prob a bly wouldn't be very economic, in view of present 
transportation costs, to fiddle much with when considering 
the zone differences as between Cane River ai\d Jackson. 

V ** v i I a I j !' f I i 

Tonight is so lovely, the moon so bright a nd mellow, I am 
going to saunter over to Ghana and,.let my mental 
telepathy do a little overtime .•;••••• - 

- v • jft.-es ‘ * *’ 4 
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Friday, September 50th, 19 60. 


Memroandum : 

Our bea tiful weather continues but how 
swiftly hasSeptember- run out. 

I 

Occasionally, like everyone else, I suppose, I feel 
a degree of satisfaction at all that has been accomplished 
within the waking hours. At other times, one feels 
just the opposite and 'that's the way I feel tonight. 

I seem to have been spinning a round all d a y like a 
whitting dervish and achieved nothing. I comfort my 
feelings by trying to kid myself into believing there may have 
been some tag ends taken care of that present other days 
in more rosey lights. 1 

* There was a call from one of the State Departments 
in Batou Rouge asking the prize of zannie questions: 

Was Carolyn'Ramsey here and, if not, could I say 
where she might be found ? 

My answer was another question*.' Who can tell ? 

t • l 

This was followed by another call, indirectly from 
the Welfare Department, reporting that it considered 
9 The^overnor, the Queen The Children" the best thing 
thus far written on the subject touched on in that 
column # 

Later in t he day, Joan Frantz remarked on encountering 
me that she had a bone to pick with me since she felt it 
w a s terrible that I should w rite anything like 
last week s column about "The Governor and the Queen and 
the Children". She said if I had to pay taxes, I would 
sing a different tune. I blandly told her that 
sinoe od didn't pay taxes either, j proposed remaining on 
Mis side . 

Carmen call this afternoon to 3 ay that Jack and Ann Brittoi 
have a d a ughter, prematurely born but healthy. Jack had 
recently taken oUt 3 ome •■insurance that made a big premium 
difference tf^here were an extra member in his family 
prior to September 1st when the thing went into effect and 
the prematurity spelled out financial loss on that one. 
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Sunday, October 2nd, 19 60 


Memroandumt 

Our beautiful Indian Summer weather linge 3 on 
The week end was hurly-burly but happy withal • 


Blythe, Joa^i some other Alexandria lady and at other 
lady from ,J -‘ampa, Florida, arrived unannounced this 
afternoon, un a bl'e to linger long as they h a d 
a cocktail party awaiting them in Alexandria. :L ‘hey had 
driven up here right after' dinner to show the :L 'ampa lady who 
lives in an ante bellum home there how Melrose looked. They 
did not go to the camp. 

I aaked the lady if Serasota and ampa were near each other 
and she opined a bout 45 miles. She said she had 
been up there only last week to view some treasures in the 
Singling Museum which, is l understand it, is a good one. 

I asked her if she could' tell me something a bout 

the home Mrs. Potter Palmer had owned there. &he said she could 

and that it was a beautiful place and, although there was 

much other chatter going on, T believe she said some of 

the Cantacusenes lived there • She said she suppoed 

I knew that Mrs. Potter Palmer's daughter had married 

Prince Cantacuaene. I told her frankly that I didn t 

know Mrs. Potter Palmer had ever had a daughter, supposing 

the two boy8, Honore and Potter, jr., to be her only 

children. She responded, kindly but positively that 

she thbught everybody knew that Mrs. Palmer's daughter, 

Nellie Grant, had married Prince Cantacuaene • I 
said I knew that Mrs. Palmer had married but once and 
I had always supposed Hellie rant to be indeed a Grant 
and a niece of Mrs. Potter Palmer a nd she said that 
she was sure that Nellie Grant was a daughter or a niece or 
something of Mrs. Potter Palmer a iid that ended that • The 
Nellie Grant relationship somehow got into abetter 
perspective b t I never did find out who put the pot 
in Potter Palmer tempest in a tea pot • 


a nd away to the home of M John Co nant. 


, And now I must up _ I # . 

a mile up the Bermuda road for they'will be w&king him tonight 
and I have dL ways considered him one of the finest people 
I knew. His great grandmother wasSuaanne Metoyer, twin 3i3ter 
of Grandpere Augustin, the la-dv of color who owned more slaves 
than any other woman in LouiswSma * S/uaanne, like Gmadpere, 
a grandfather's clock,the works identical to those in the 
one here in my bedroom, the case slightly taller. I think 
it nice the twins had twin clocks . 







FRANCOIS MlGNON Papers, #M-3889 in Che Southern Historical Collection 
f North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


10763 


10764 


The fianoe had to bq in school on Monday morning 

and as his graduate work is being carried out in London, 

it was a question of visiting Melrose and then driving 

someplace to catch a plane so that he would 

be back in England tonight to get rigged up 

for classes on t he morrow. Sometimes a child of 

the 13th century finds this Both one so odd, 

But the moon was bright, the night so lovely and I bid the 
youngsters come, meeting them at the front gate, 
admonishing silence until we had negotiated the 
front gardens, what with Sister in the big house and Dr. 

Alban sleeping there, too. Dr,Alban planning to 
accompany J. R. this morning to Albany, Coergia. 

And so we three had a lovely time at Yucca, the African Houst 
and u hana, and a little after midnight, they departed, entranced 
with their Cane *ivar interlude that somehow 

seemed to promise them both a glimpse of what their years ahead mi 
be when the youth takes the n a iden as his bride to Kenya. 

I cannot help wondering if the youth will have the Melrose 
moonbeams out of his perruke, --last night's moonbeams when 
tomorrow morning, he opens his t school books in London, 

With all the racket going on here Saturday afternoon, the 
clerk forgot to provide the cook with something for 
my Sunday dinner and supper. As luck would have it, 

Blythe and Joan drpve up this morning and, stopping 
at tl\e artist' 3 , asked her to 'phone me, inviting me to 
dine with them at the camp which I did and it was so pleasant 
beneath the aeards, ajid only little Miss Lee can understand 
the more vital reasons. As I had people coming at 2:30, 

1 returned here sooner than I might have, it was 

so pleasant on the margin of the river at the camp. About 

5 tonight, the artist called again, saying 

Dlythe had left a package for me at her house and that she 

was bringing it^to me. -C met the artist half way and discovered 

Blythf had prepared me a grand supper before heading for Alexandr 

Saturday afternoon's visitation knocked oyt secretarial 
a s3 ista*\o*^Lee.ving me with letters from *\mt ' illie, James, 

Mina Mc.Innis and tju&e ha e ff e t e Unread, I liked Saturday 
night's nvitation^r Earning, a discussion of a couple 
of Plato iteps, and I was impressed by E. R. Murrow's 
report this noon on the depression in which the country 
is saitf to beexperiencing mild v a pors at the 
moment. and about which I have heard little from 
other quarters. 

So endeth and begineth a wejkejid aud ®°V tKere have 
been elements of satisfaction at Lyme . 


Monday, October 3rd, 19 60 


Memorandumi 

Another lovely day. 

In spite of the services of a couple of 
secretaries, I didn't get around to read too 
much of my mail, especially the hand written 
items. Hie first h a lf of Aunt"illie 's communication 
was explored but as it contained accounts of her local 
surroundings and w as difficult for my helpers to 
wade through, l put it aside for the typed things. 

T he letter from the Rocket 
What impells her to pass this 

is the desire to film the i _ 

styled The t orld of Clementine Munte 
photos of 'ihe scene for the bride 
acost as one could hope fo 
tells me the bride's dress 


was unexpected, 
jway on Sunday, of course, 
wedding for her film, temporarily 

■”" J 'jr. A few black and white 
seems to me as reasonable 
h an undertaking. Dor eat ha 
... . --- cos* one hundred dollars 

and the brides maids will all wear the same type of 
costume, even as the more spiffy brides maids do. This 
seems quite a gesture in a family in which 
the bride s mother is on relief and the bride prides 
herself on knowing nothing a bout cookii\g or sewing 
a nd is to become a housewife to a poor you laboring on 
a farm somewhere below Cloutierville down Monette's Ferry way. 

or tnl S JVft' 9 / aO i t f' ,! l t n0ne ° f Ue or grandchildren 

of the artist are industrious, having, taken nothing from 

a relative who works so hard as does little Mi 3 S Hunter. 

A ’phone call from Mobile indicates J. H, i 3 
spending his birthday in the big road on his return from 
Aib a ny, Georgia. As he is traveling by car, I cannot 
figure out what makes such a trip worth while in view of the 
scant amount of time expended on whatever the peoane meeting 

Ifcnn* A-f ter ,ie le J >t liere Sunday morning and drove 

at least 600 miles, picking up Dr. John Cox in Baton Rouqe 
along the way. I reckon they c ouldn't have reached 
Albany before dark and next day they were already 
on their way back, having reached Mobile. I believe 
-eleste must have taken courage in both hands and 
decided to stay at •'“eirase tonight, for I notice manu 
l ights on over there. Perhaps she brought a girl y 
friendhome with her. I suppose she prob a b y would have 
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remained, in town, had it not been a fact that tomorrow 
is Madam Regard's birthday and there will be kin folks coming 
here, en route to town, and probably there will be 
much feasting, etc,, etc. 

• 

bout how the dancing in the streets turned out 


emorandum : 


I haven't heard 
This noon, just as I turned on my radio to see what was 
going on in the world, —I had missed the morning news. 

Celeste called me from her house. She had just reached 
home, 3he explained, and Father somebody from'Montgomery 
had driven in just after her, bringing his papa and mama 
from Detroit, asking me if I would ake over the amenities . 

T,would. She said she simply had to rush on to town 
to see how mother was doing, A servant of the local household, 
finding himself at the IJ atch itoches hospital yesterday to 
call on .a relative, dropped in to see Madam Regard and found her 
quite . chipper 

The letter from °ames, as of Wednesday last past, suggests, 
through omission of any reference to his patient, that 
all rocks along much as usual in that quarter. 

, Ihe night is so lovely, I think I shall 
take a little turn in the gardens, passing by 
but not pausing at the house across the fence to see that 
all is quiet, after which I 3hall park on a pink 
bench in the^hana garden. It is 30 pleasant to 
contemplate a peaceful universe from such a vantage 
point where all the racket of a noisey world 
is out of mind. i 

It would)) t do me any harm to think up somet ing 
for next week s column which I ought to get in tomorrow's post 
"Spain along the Cane" seems to be a title I should like 
to develppe. Perhaps the pink bench- and the operation 
of my telephathy with Lyme may inspire something, 

Dixie Roto on°unday had an account- of the new Royal Orleans 

hotel openingin the Crescent City* I am getting a copy 

which 1 will setid along in a day or two, thinking you 

might enjoy seeing the latest twist in caravanseries down 

yonder. The Edgar B, Sterns had much to do a bout getting the 

project going. Boyd Cruise whom I first met when in 

New Orleans in 1958, cjid the murals. It's a,»ldQ.t„+ , nr . 

I should like to see if aud when I ever venture that far afield. 


iaeqi continues as the word for the weather. 

trir, in returned this afternoon. Vieir 

trip m mileage added up to 1,400 miles from here 

hunllZ 9 l a f b eck but i lb a n llad drive another 
Hundred before reaching his Shreveport heme tonight. 

At 0 °Ml *bia morning, I learned all about the 
week *nd 'down New Iberia way. Everything was 
darling .* Th? lady was feeling a little on the 
noble side, too,-what with having spent last night 
at home alone, following her return from home. 

t, l a¥it a 0m a i nd t,l l re i yy not a slight over-tone of hop 
that it mil eventually dawn on me that I might offer P 

1+ fP end »!/ nights across the fenae when J. h. isn't 

i-' wrong but 

- - - ' wife would congratulate 

_ * should I volonteer such a 

I can understand the satisfaction 
^ ,n cuZd experience in realising his wife was 
ompantonship during his absences which, for 
there bye well increa.se in number. 

' \ ‘ _1 ....ley can buy, the 

_ . would be happy to know she could 

obtain some extra attention gratis. As for my selfish se 

fiml i 2 - C0 !! t iS“ e °* \ he theer V *bat I may be called upon < 
time for anything but in this particular P 

nVnlVl C ^,y +l bein9 J l i b J^ 0t t0 cal1 an V old of 

I shall LZtr 7% X Spen i mV ntghU * n - 8U0h a *™ner, 

1 a + , neuer refer to such a possibility so lonq 

g ir i funds to employ companions 

gird fr^^9,of kindred social enthusiasms on 

* a i^5# e or entertain. Accordingly, 
when nobilitfiMe trotted out to be admired,I 
it and continue playing my role of numb-skull 
about offering to foresake Yucca for the hous , 
nignoiy. 


11 eventually dawn on me 

at home I could be wrong but 
my guess is that both husband and i 
themselves on their luck 
service. 7 j ’ 
the husband would 
enjoying c 

all I know, , v . 

Having everything she wants"that moil 
wife, too ' - - 


d unnumbered 
om the 
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Wednesday, October 5th, 2960 


As I turned this page,, Jove tossed a thunder¬ 
bolt at a pecane tree or something or other hard by and 
I jumped even as Grandpa jumped the day 
the bottle of coke suddenly exploded right next to 
him on the doorstep • As I recall. Grandpa 
ended up by having kittens forthwith but I doubt if 
I shall experience a miscariage although the crash was 
unexpected, what with the pale blue sky I 
left above me when I came in at twilight • 

I had a couple of Hunter canvases drying on the b a ck gallery , 
I dashed out to rescue them and was impressed by the 
frequency of the lightning • It is now pouring and 
I a m glad for this means there will be no cotton picking 
in the morning, in consequence whereof I shall have 
a few strong arms and backs to as si it An moving some 
stuff around in preparation for new yearns planting . 

I finished Margaret A-ennedy's Outlaws on Olympus 
last night and found it an excellent essay on theories 
about novels and how novels should be written • The 
title of the book certainly doesn't signify anything as 
to the , contents « I believe it was given this title because 
the Greeks failed to assign any particule niche to novels 
when they handed out 3pecialplaces and guardian spirits 
for other forms of Art such as music, history, painting, poetry an 
I must say * an delighted to have had this' opportunity to read 
this Kennedy essay but, for the life of me, I cannot 
imagine the Library of Congress ever recording an 
essay on novel writing when so many other things of wider 
interest are crying to be taped or waxed 


Memorandum : 


A lovely rain last night a nd drissle a »d more 
r a in all day • Tot a l j three and three-tenth inches • 

It contiues warm in spite of the rain and we are 
promised like conditions for the morrow • 

At coffee I received details of Madam Regard's 
birthday party at the hospital yesterday• There 
was first of a ll a perfectly lovely oard and message from 
Lyme which seem3 to have been vastly appreciated, In 
the afternoon, the relatives from around M a nsura 
spent a couple ,of hours at the hospital Later 
Natchitoches friends dropped in and after that m a ny of 
the hospital staff, embracing not only the nurses but 
theorderlies and even the janitor, for 
everyone, of course, loves the lady cele brating her 
natal d a y» 1 gather she had, a r edL ly wonderful 
time and I want to salute little Miss Lee 
for having added to the sunshine in such a timely fashion 
in spite of the fact that time at present in the life of 
little Mis ;3 Lee is something porviding little opportunity 
to gl a nce in any direction, what with the nose to 
the grindstone so unendingly at this particular 
season . 

The atns of last night and today, of course, 
tupibled many a gourd from the vine and while 
I was waiting for the dew to oease descending, I under¬ 
took an experiment which may or m a y not bring about results 
that may be of interest to readers of the Gourd Society's 
ulletin • As you know, when average and large sige gourds 
arein the process of drying, it is imperative to 
remove the outer skin of the gourd, a gourd having three 
depurate layers • This outer layer seems to be composed 
composed of a texture nit unlike a he a vy filmthat 
is prot> a bly invalu a ble to the gourd in keeping out moisture 
Ry the same token, it seems to have the property 
of keeping moisture inside the gourd*, and often 
if atmospheric conditions aren't f a vor a ble, this outer 
skin be&ns decomposing and if it isn't removed, the 
whole gourd is likely to rot If the 
gourd having its outer skin removed iSa light cream 
or white,, the under layer, when exposed to the air, turns 


And 3pe a king of books, I wish somebody would do a nice fat vo 
on Rockefeller philanthropies under John D* junior, with 
speical emphasis on parks^nn.^ buildings and the fine Art3 m 
Of course, n single effort frtrm the llong list 

woMld call-for a volume in itself, as, for example, Williamsburg 
orfthe Cloisters, the La Roche fon^atiL^j^tBrs tries . My 
thought is that while the people ©nWlj^Mbipated in the 
endless aspects of any one of theseWl^^Wts could throw so 
much interesting data could contrilmrbtr such 
inv a lueabls information that otherwise will van sh with t ime 
if not caught and preserved in print right away I guess 
I had better write a letter to that lady who did Hie Proud 
Possessors for it seems to me she would be just the one to 
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Thursdcy , October 6th, 19 60. 
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When the skin of the green gourd it removed, the 

next layer is cream color and usually turns 

to a deep brown, My thought w a s that 

if portions only of the outer skin were removed, the 

exposed sections would assume their new coloring 

and hold it for two or three weeks in advance of 

the other sections until the covering of the latter 

had fin a lly got around to divest the original 

skin and the coloring of these places $ 

exposed to the air at some later date, would provide 

a sufficient difference as tomake the separate sections 

of treatment noticeable, I accordingly removed the 

outster skin only partially, about three fourths 

of the surface of tlip gourd being thus exposed to 

provide the ventilation to assist in the curing, I 

left on the other quart, not in a 3old band but 

in stripes, allowing for air ,to penetrate all around, but 

at the same time, le a ving sections of the outer 

skin untouched and in a design approximating marking 

such as appear on the small ornamental gourds, I 

shall be curious to see what, if anything happens, 

Perhaps when, the balance of the skin is removed, 
the layer beneath will im lediately t ake on 
the same tone as the major portion of the gourd 
t(iat will have had a few weeks to get ahead of 
the section exposed to the air later, Perhaps not, 

That is what I am experimenting to find y out, and 
if the difference in shading is maintained, the 
opportunities for decorating gourds in any fashion 
one may care to,.will, of course, be limitless, 

Reverting to the coffee^ hour, 1 must 
confess I could see Celeste 's 
reason for being provoked on one score. Last 
Saturday night Sister slept at J, H,'s 
and during the night pr before her departure on 
Sunday morning, following °, H,'s departure for 
Georgia, 3he left a lighted ciuaretpe* on 
the windowsill in Madam Regardm roW, the 
whole cigarette burning out but, fortunately, 
ruining only the paint and no burning the house down, 

l U 

And now.for a bit of desk work and thence to an earli 


Memorandum : 

A prety day although pretty damp under foot, 

Tonight there seems to be lots of thundering going on 

but only a sprinkle or two has resulted thus far. 

There seems to be quite a batch of m^H for enclosure 

but I think none of i't is of much interest, 

I am glad, of course, that Aunt^illie doesn't seem to have 
deviated much from her last favorable impression 
of James and may the good work go on, 

Nina speaks of the long interim since last 3he 
heard from me, I have had the impulse to write 
her now and then but couldn’t remember her new 
address until Sister gr,ye it to me, asking me to 
send her a root of butterfly lily which she hgyi offered 
to send from Shrevep ort but which 'Nina had delcined, saying 
3he regarded one from Melrose as having muoh more 
sentimental value for her garden. 

Because of yesterday's dews and damps, a flock 
' of field hands were sent t me t)iis morning and I put 
them'' to work but it wa3n t long before they began sending 
for 'one and another so that the force was considerably reduced 
by 9 o'clock, x hey have a b a d habit of sending 
someone to summon this or that worker without advising 
me so that ht any given moment I may have a dozen men at work 
or none at a ll without realizing it unless I am in their 
midst, £■& 

T Wase3pecially glad to h a ve,Phil Johnson to do so odds 
a nd ends,..including the putting on of a coatof shellac 
around the YuociMfrieze, long o er due. There was 
a lot of othe^carpentry a»d_ shellac work to be attended to and 
he achieved m9kh. 

This noon I thought I caught the odor of gas but 
could locate no leak, I sent to the store to get 
a worker inutilities a nd an inspection was made but 


I 
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Friday, October 7th, 19 60 


Memorandumi 


• nobody but one worker agreed with me that there was 
the faintest aroma of any gas in the air. Half 
• an hour later I discovered a gallon can containing gasoline 
on the front gallery, Phil had brought it just before 
noon to wash some brushes, leaving the top off 
the >can. As the opening was from 8 to 10 inches in 
diameter and the stuff was evaporting normally , 1 
coni uded that this was what I imagined to be gas fumes 

which, indeed, it was, and I'm glad nobody tossed aw a y a ci£ 

to land in a can of that stuff. 

At supper tonight, everybody was mildly surprised 
to see Lloyd stroll in, having just arrived from Florida 

in his fancy, sports car, When J, H, seemed surprised to ? 

him back, Lloyd seemed equally surprised, at his uncle s 
surprise and pointed out that he had kept his 
Miami job for a little more thwn two weeks which seems to 
be quite a record in Lloyd's mind for keeping the 
same job, I have no jdea if he is spending the 
night here or not. But no matter where he goes, —probably 
home, he probably will not "stay put" long. What a 
fine rolling stone he is turning out to be, 

I w a s glad to hear K a y's Aunt" Ida Chapman is coming 
to Natchitoches to visit her Cousin, H uth Pierson, Perhaps 
it was Aunt Ida for whom little iss Lee once 
, rendered a service, Although James perhaps 
^Wmought he was indicating how Aunt Ida is'cousin to Ruth 
Pierson but I still don't understand and it doewsn't 
matter at all, He does mention that "u?it Ida’3 
maiden name was Millings and it is trje ttat Ruth has a son 
named Millings Pierson tut thc& doesn t thfow much light 
on the family tree. As you knouTXnfi'h is 
Madam Beaufort’s half sister, boW of them h a ving been 
daughters but by different mothers of old Williams, 

It has been too long since I have seen Ruth and 
I am hoping she may come down with Cousin Ida on Monday, 

I sh a ll call Ruth to see about this. 

It seems to me there was something o other of 
interest I had to report but whatever it was eludes me and 
so I shall let this slide for now .. 


Hie weaflter can't seem to make up its mind, * 

There was a sprinkle last night. Result t I got a lot of 
field hands this morning, masquerading as gardeners, 

I put them to work and an hour later the sun oame out and 

automatically the store absorbed all of them, waving them off 

to the.cottn fields where the first sunbeams had just penetrated through 

the clouds. Within the hour it rained enough to knock all 

the cotton pickers out of the fields for the balance of 

this week, This a fternoon I got another flock of pseudo 

gardeners. Met result : I got most of the fading 

plants out of the Ghana parterres and the ground <. * 

throughly cleard of any remaining weeds and grass. Tonight 

the clouds are heavy and I shouldn '.t .be .surprised if it 

rained, 


I listened to Alexandria news at 22:25 this noon, 

I was astonished at one item• —Maude Patterson, 
about 80, was found sometime during the morning in a 
clothes closet of her home where she had committed suicide 
by shooting herself Suicides by 80 year oldsters seem so 
rare , 


Perhaps but probably not, I shall write a column on 
the lady as a prise example of various people all of us 
must know who seem to have everything — an nothing. 

Around 2:30, Blythe and Joan stopped bye for t 

a little chat, — primarily, I suppose, to tell me 
of Maude's death, Blythe said her children and grandchildren 
were very fond of H a ude, who, come to think of it, preferred 
to have her name spelled without the e at the end of it, Blythe 
said Ed Rand passed by tl\e house in mid morning after hearing 
the neiqs and 3hed tears, .4$ Ed Rand is np the type to <. 
shed tears, I wa3 impressed by this report. Come 
to think of it, 1 guess I could shed tears over Maud, too, as 
anyone with a ny feeling might shed tears over the death of 
any human beingbut, in that case, I wouldn't be 
p be weeping .over Maud except a s another of one of od’s 

children. In Maud's case . I,know I a m guilty of impatience 
and sympathy. How mqch any human being is responsible for 
hi8 actions, I h a ven t the slightest idea• I* wouJti 
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Sunday, October 9th, 19 60 


appear to me that some people cannot be blamed 

at bridge if they are dealt t irteen spades and, by same miracle, 
fail to win the hand . Perhaps th&t miracle is a distinction 
nd Wa3 especially Maud's. She seemed to have eve rything, 
a quick mind, physical attractiveness lots of money, 
a comfortable, one might say even an elegant house, scores 
of acquaintances and, for all I know, plenty of friends. 

She could tell a story, depending on dialect, as well as anyone I know. 
She always, I believe, feared losing friends a nd clutched them 
so tightly succeeded in divesting herself of many of them • 

I insulted her twice, once for which I am ashamed a ?i d.laughed off 
as a joke at the time. At a dinner at the band’s one day, 
she was rattling off some tale or other and explained . 


Memorandum j 

• • . i \, 

After a week of so much cloudiness, 
the blue sky and sunshine of both ye terday and today 
seem unusually redolent withthe joy of life • 

• 

It is pleasant to report that the Shreveport 
contingent changed i s mind and decided not to 
put in an appearance • ... 

I was happy to have a flock of strong arms to dia 
flock of odd and end jobs on Saturday morning but not 
.too entranced to disoover, on returning from coffee 
that their will to please and some inexplicable impulse 
to labor mightily hadimpelled them to stir up the 
ground in all the parteerres of Ghana, making the 
good earth look so fresh and rich, and, more intent 
on making an excellent showing than a regard for 
what their hoes were stiring, almost all of my 
winter garden had been turned over, too, —lettuce , 
turnips, beits, collards and such like. The 
place somehow reminded me of houses I have known that 
are so meticulously sorubed and -tidied that all 
feeling of home is eradicated but neatness and 
cleanliness are painfully evident in every corner. 

• ^ l - •' ' 

On Saturday night I ran up on Invitation 
to learning not once but twioe, once at 6:30 and 
again at 9 : 30 , They were doing Goethe's Faust which 
has always impressed me enormously although it was 
said that English and French rendition have never 
been successful in giving the true value to the 
original German. There was something a bout 
the tempo of the discussion that tended to lull me 
to sleep but 1 think, thanks to the double dip, I 
got most of it. From what was said, I gathered 
that one must keep in mind the Introduction and 
the Redemption* that follows if o?ie is really 
interested in gaining the full import of the play itself 
I seem to remember the Introduction well enough but I 
don t remember ever having gone all through the 
Redemption . I hope ;youmay be lucky enough to 
hear the broadcast and thus be able to set me straight 
on some of the points I have missed while my head nodded 

i-> On Friday- night !• S. Willard called, or rather. 
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Monday, October 10th, 19 60 


guess it may have been Saturday night, Anyway, 3he had 

attended the Ramsey symposium at the Monteleon and 

found'it to her liking, David and June Prudhomme 

Nixon who own the house across from Lyle 's on Madison Street, 

were al3o present, David now lias a cat orchestra, all fitted 

out in red and gold uniforms, which is said to be excellent, 

I think they will be on Ti tomorrow ouer WWL, New 
Orleans, I, 5. V, said she had chatted with the Rocket who 
asked her to tell me 3he would see me on Sunday, 

And sure enough, on Sunday about 8 the 
Rocket announced her presence in Natchitoches, 

^he came here a;id we got down to Cloutierville at 2: 30. 

a nd the cameras trained on the Church where the artist's 

granddaughter was to be wed at 3, It's a pretty church 

and jusi sufficiently at the beginning of a curve in the road so 

one could get a good shot at it in spite of the car3. The 

bridal party was filmed and on our way b a ck here, 

we stopped and got some good shots both in color and 

black 'and white of the Blessed ^Martin .gate at the entrance to 

the cotton fields on Magnolia, hen we came 

directly here, parked the car beside the house next door and 

walked over to the artist's house with the cameras 

where we got pictures of the bride, groom and grandmother 

around the wedding cake, etc,, et,,c, 

; „ . 

As the ocket wanted to be in ButonHouge early Monday 
morning, she headed out right after the 
infare pictures, B rode with her as far as the Church 
where I wanted to patronise the fair, the Socket 
not descending from her horseless carriage but continuing 
on her way southward, I was a. little e arly for the full 
surge of people and smw few I knew although I was 
delighted at the opportui{ ty to chat a little with 
'Lucille Prudhomme to whom B hadioritten 
a short time back that 1 would be with her at 
Oakland on next Saturday a fteriiAQji., She had her 
granddaughters with her, —twiKx?of a bout 3, and 
as bright as buttons. 


Memorandum : 


Lovely October weather. 

The Country Club is making preparations for 
some autumnal decorating, A few days ago 
I was called upon to contribute some small 
ornamental gourds. From this B gather members 
of the Country Club don't spend their time 
raising ornamenfial gourds, I spent my time 
trying to do just that this year but as I did not 
succeed, it is evident the Country Club members 
were smarter than I and lost no time in such 
an unsuccessful puvsuit. 


I passed along the news that 1 had no small ornamental 
gourds and so, over the coffee cups this morning, 
mine hostess confided that the Club, in lieu of small 
gourds, would love some big ones and that as she 
was splanning to spend the day at cards there on the 
morrow, she would be delighted to offer her 
fine Cadillac for transportation if I would 
cooperate with the club, I thought the word,— 
coope rate, — a little odd under the circumstances 
but I am delighted to give the rich time-killers 
all the big gourds they want and B shall accordingly 
send a load. Of course,none qf the staff at 
the^ountry Club,will have the slightest notion as 
to how gourds should be handled to preserve them from 
decomposition and decomposition will set in soon enough but 
that is going to be their worry, not mine . 

Over the same coffee gups. Celeste asked me 
if I had advised the Association for the 
Preservation of Historical Ladies that I had no 
small ornamental gourds. She added that she knew 
one of the chairman had been instructed to 
communicate with me on the subject, I said,I 
h a d not informed the ladies a bout anything inasmuch 
as I hadn't heard from anyone regarding their interest in 
the matter, during the past couple of years, I 


I sampled %he r aumbo and brough.t some meat pi 
b a ck with me, a, H, and Celeste just happened to 
coming in from town as I reached the front of the 
store and so I chatted with them while hey 
a-te pi eat pies and that was that. All in all, it 
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Tuesday, October 11th, 2960. 


have supplied tons of gourds for the ladies at the 

Lem.ee House but have never been informed by anyone if 

they turned out to be saleable. Celeste 

thought it odd I had never received any acknowledgement 

for my contribution which had proven so successful financially 

for the Association. u he asked if anybody had contacted 

me about cook books, Nobody had. The ladies 

are curious a bout such details, it would appear, 

From what I have observed during Pilgrimage here, people 
are even more avid for big gourds than small ones but 
that is only one man's observation, 1 have enough 
large gourds to fill up the Lemee House and still 
have ample reserves to fill it again but I am 
not bothering to push the gourds at the ladies for 
there will be enough people passing this way 
during the year who will appreciate them as gifts and 
if the ladies don't appreciate them as gifts en mas3e, 
perhaps their distribution in driblets from this 
point of origin will be just as satisfactory alia round, 

All K T know is that for the first time in five or six years, 

I am much less busy in 19 50 during this second week 
of October th„n I can recall and I’m enjoying it. 

Coincidntally, I, S, Willard just called 
and fell to talking about gourds. The head of the Art Depart¬ 
ment at the college has suggested that her house would be 

enchanced in beauty if she had some gourds running along one side 
of it. Needless,to say, elrose gourds will supply 
that note, T, s, Hillard is re-furbishing the 
basement of her house, about 24 by 14 feet, having already 
painted it a cream color and currently installing some 
bits of one thing and another with a view to making 
a private little gallery, I like that idea, too, 

and can supply some shows if she needs any. She 

said, regarding the Ramsey-David Nixon meeting in 
New Orleans that while CBS or somebody is doing the cat 
orchestra in black and white for TV, darolyn i.s 
being urged by David to do a film o the same subject and 
Carolyn suggests it be done in color and highly suitable 
therebye for presentations to clubs, schools, etc, 

I am content to skirt the edges of that combination but 
it will be interesting to observe, should anything 


Memorandum j 

The lovely weather continues. 

The enclosed letter from Hssae Mae speaks for itself. 
Where Aunt Maude c h a mbers got the idea about the 
jlinstrel letters, I wouldn't know, I first saw 
'the so-cdL led Mistrel in the St.Charles hotel in 1938, 
and so far as I know, it never was at Melrose. It was 
a doll a bout a foot or two ,in height, as I recall, and 
certainly was never called a minstrel by Lyle for, 
if it is what I think it is, it is simply a clever 
figure of a colored man a s> costumed for a minstrel show. 

I shall write Essae Mae that T know nothing a bout 
a ny Minstrel letters and' never in my life heard Lyle 
mention anything of the .sort, Essae Mae is 
mistaken a bout iC bopk by Lyle's mother who certainly 
never wrote a book. *hat she refers to, 1 suppose, i3 
Lyle's grandmother, Hlisabeth Lyle Saxon. I rather 
suspect Essae Mae has forgotten her name and I shall 
not set it forth in my letter to her. As for the book 
in question, I assume it is somewhere in the li'rary but 
I know not where, as I did not find it when looking for it 
a few years b a ck when Essae Mae asked about it,. 

Colonel ^orris of the Ola M ae staff came to see me 
this afternoon, bringing a couple of copies of the current 
October magasette which T shall send under separate cover. 

I think the picture of the Lemee House quite pretty Carmen 
called ie to say she had received some copies and would 
send me some and 2 shaj.1 send these out to various 
correspondence. ; . 

About 7:30 this evening, there was a call from B a y 
St. Louis which, as I recall, is on the ^ulf, somewhere 
between Hew rleans and Biloxi. It 

was from the Rocket, saying she would be up this way 
early on Friday to get some shots of the artist. 


$ 
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a nd would spend the day here, going on to Hodges Gardens 
where sjie is expected by Saturday noon and thence to 

Waco, I guess, a iid then on to the Linden Johnsons 

ol& ~ n . s < - g. 

ranch with Helen for Monday or uesday, x onight 

Qi'.o i. 

the radio spoke of the Johnsons as being in South 

Carolina on a whistle stop tour but that, I am 

• ‘ 

sure, will not prevent Ladybird from being at 

*• , ft 

their Texas ranch or. any other place on earth within the 


next few days, 1 he Docket said she had invited 

Ladybird to top over in Hew rleans with her this 


Friday but I know not how this would uork in with the 
other schedule, c olonel Morris today said 


he had talked to Rarolyn about slowing down on the theory 
that if she didn't vo'lontarily, God might 


apply the brakes, at least that was the idea although 

. JL« i *,: 

expressed differently, and, if you don't mind, that 

• ' ; “ 

wg,s certainly singing psalms to a dead mule • 

tn .n 

I, S, "illard just called to say she 
had dropped by the Country Club for a few 

• i I 

minutes and had seen the gourds Celeste 


had taken out there this morning and that 
they really did look pretty. Then 
she got to laughing and 1 had to ask her 
to repeat. It seems that what she had not 
done was toa done was to notice about 
the color scheme in the place about which 

I had asked her before selecting the gourds 

for the place and she found it* odd that 

following my inquiry-to*' which she oould not 

give an answer, \he had this day visited thav 

place, been impressed by the somewhat titani£*pssortment 

of stuff and.still had failed to notice the general 

• • 

» * 

i ■ 

oolor scheme^of the place • 

i.ut the hour dvanoeth and I must fold. Forgive 


this memo if it appears duller than usual, Tl>ere 's 
always a chance there might be an a improvement,,,,,,, 
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Wednesday, October 12th, I960• 


Memorandum : 

The lovely weather continues , » 

Twenty five billion words wouldn't begin to 
express the multitudinous delights that were mine 
tod^f when the message arrived from little Miss Lee, giving 
me such a grand panoramic view of all that ha3 been 
swirling in the neighborhood of Lyme • 

As expressed before, I hold the thought at 
all times that she may not worry.. in the slightest about 
the time lag in the exchange of written words, After all, 

I am under the impression that her telepathy is 

just as sensitive as mine and this being so, the written 

word is only second best and the greater is my joy in 

the realisation that the pulse is maintaining it8 

normal beat, regardless of what floes and what 

does not find its way into the post, 

C 

It goes without saying that I am truLy sorry to learn 
that an indisposition had a flattening effect of late but 
I rejoice that that corner has been passed and that 
a normalcy in health has returned to help one over the 
busy times just ahead, I hold the thought, however, 
that neither tl^e thought of possible correspondence or any 
other item outside the immediate must stuff of the 
daily routine will contribute to additional ex¬ 
haustion, Do cut all corners possible and whenever 
a moment for catching*one *s breath appears, do make the 
most of it by doing nothing save relaxing so that 
pressures may not get the better of good health and 
there may be a measure of happiness in merely making 
the mos of quiet. to glimpse the better the sw rl of h n ppy thought 
flooding in your direction through the ether waves • 

The two portraits you sent along for Lestan will be 
put the best possible declrative use, I assure you and great 
is VnKhoy in their availability. As for the Lincolnian 
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sketch, I shdL.1 be delighted to put it to the 
maximum use along lines requested. Madam Regard 
was so delighted, as was her daughter, that your 
sweet notearrived on her natal day and I know they both 
will be equally pleased and surprised at further 
floral remembrance. In view of the fact that floral 


be especially nice and exactly 
a floral greeting in your name 


offerings were plentiful on the natal day, it 
me that it might 

liking if I send _ v „ . 

All Saints Bay, a couple of weeks hence. It is 
the elder lady has always been to place flowers 
remembrance of her loved ones in various places 
Louisiana and this firs year that she i3 un a ble 
tha , 


occurs to 
to your 
on 

a time 
in 

in South 
to do 


I shall 


11 


think it would make her doubly pleased that someone 
of whom she is so fond should remember her, at the same tiie, 
you will recall, it was at the All Saint's season that she 
had her acc .dent so that a floral offerng at th j season, 
too, w : -ll hav spec dial significa ce for her and, I 
think, the gesture from you will touch her heart with 
greater depth, were that possible, Unless 
you do not specifically veto this suggestion, 
assume it meets with your approval and make 
it a point to see something rather special is prepared and 
delivered by a reputable florist, 

I am so indebted to you for giving me personal 
impressions of recent doings in your 
business neighborhbodTwh-ere such a galaxy of 
big wigs have been figuring so mightily in the lime 
light of political and all newsmedia efforts and 
I congratulate you on having been a ble to catch 
glimpses ofmaiy of these folks • It's bound to 
make subsequent reading bout them just that more 
interesting I must say I find Mr. K,'s 
performances inexplic a ble for while it is easy enough 
to understand he might get grea satisfactwK^ out 
of being rude to everybody, it would seemfthdt 
he, like Stalin before him, is wilfully throwing away a 
lot of good will that nobody, no even a Soviet tyrant can 
afford to waste. Again my thanks for such a lovely day 
and all that it will continue to echo down the days ahead,, 
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Thursday, October 13th. Jj$60, 


Memorandum j 

The fine weather continues but it's a little warmer 
and I shpuldn t be surprised if this means rain along about 
tomorrow or Saturday. 

Tie- day has been quite busy but I cannot think just 

why. 

For one thing, there were quite a few 'phone calls that 
were ouo of order, all long distance. I received four 
before 8 o'clock from various cities both in. Louisiana 
and Texas, and in each case, the speaker explained he was 
in charge of a group of students, number from 30 to 50, planning 
to attend the Natchitoches Pil rimage and asking if 
qn exception couldn't be made for this particular group so 
tha-p they might tour Melrose • In each instance, of course, 
the answer was very definitely in the negative. I think 
it quite a nerve for people to make such a request. After all, the 
visitation of about 50 people constitutes a tour in itself and 
multiply that by four and one is no longer not on the 
Pilgrimage. 

A little later there was a call from Monroe, Louisiana,— 
a couple %f people named Sprout or some such, identifying themselves 
as the photographic arm,of theSaturday Evening Post and 
explaining that a arold M artin had designated them to 
handle the illustrations forhis forthcoming article and asking 
if they might make an appointment with me and Clementine 
Hunt, —they forgot the n er n , and, if there were any other 
artist present at M e irose, that they be included, and 
all this for Friday afternoon » 

• 

I agreed on the hour of li 30 and said I thought another 
artist would be here. If the^ooket keeps her 
apoii}tment, they ought i to be able to "strike" her 
as ah author or some such. If she is here, she may be able 
to give them a few pointers on settings and su jeots 
3he has so ofiqn covered. It strikes me it would 
be a spelndid opportunity to give a little advance 
publicity to "TheWolrd of Clementine Hunter", if 

the Post people want to get a 3hot of the Rocket directing the artist 
in one of her scenes. e that as it ma , it appears 

tomorrow ought to be fairly busy and we shall see what we shall see by 
way of one camera or an other or both, and withal in 
color and black and white and movie and still • 


f 
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I turn the page and in doing so, I find my 
program for the morrow somewhat simplified. :L he xi ocket 
called from Lafayette so to say that the Linden Johnson 
tour of the southern states is a little ahead of schedule 
and that Mrs. Johnson has accepted her invitation to 
vi3it her at her apartment in the Pontalba tomorrow and 
therefore she will have to forego coming up here. &he 
plans to go to the Johnson's Texas ranch on Sunday or Monday. 

She said she would send up her camera man on the morrow, however, 
aaddtobhat I could direct him. I got a word in by 
remarking that the Saturday Evening Post would be here 
tomorrow and that changed things and so it was decided 
to call off the camera man she had already ordered to come 
did she will try to make it on Monday, the 24th. Well, that 
will be fine. 

t ' l 1 

She 3aid she was terribly depressed about one news item and 
kn'ewM that I would be, too. My old friend, Lionel 
Jeanmard, is in a coma in a Lafayette hospital, —cancer. I 
shall speqk more of Linoel at some subsequent sitting • 

I, have listened to scraps of the third great debate but 
I shall not hear it in a s olid sitting until later tonight. 

Tliere's quite a bit of static but I am holding the 
thought a later hour will give a clearer reception. A3 
near as I have been able to determine, this session was 
mostly an exchange between the two gentlemen of exchanging 
the old political statement• —"You're pother", and 
I gather they didn't get very far. My guess is that 
the public mind is made up anyway and that voting 
preferences have just a bout jelled so that these later 
debates aren't amounting to so much by way of 
influencing mai y potential bqllot-casters. — 1 

I was glad to learn this evening that Pittsburgh 
had won the Wolrd Series. Knowing nothing about 
baseball, I never seem to know what is going on in 
b a ll parks around the country all during the summer season but 
I am always interested to learn what finally happens, 
come October. I know nothing about the Yankees or the Pirates 
who, * believe, were this year's contenders, and at this moment, 
and I should dare confess this only to you, I haven't the 
slightest idea whioh team represents the National and 
which the American association, but I'm glad the epn - 
ant mo ed+to a club outsidethe community where it 
seems to be retained so often. This .satisfaction on 
my part is b used solely on the fact that it seems to me cfi y sport 
must give greater interest to its devotees if there s 
a chance for smaller as well as larger communities to gain 
the trophy m And now I must get busy and do some work before 
returning to the radio to hear Mr. K. say Goodbye and catoh up 
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Friday, October 14th, 19 60, 


Memorandum s 

The weather continues warm but a little on the damp 
side.. It began drizzling around midnight and when I awoke 
at 4:10, we were h a ving quite a shower. It remained 
sprinkley and coudy until mid morning but by noon 
the sun came out and the skies cleared, even as they are 
tonight although the prediction is for showers tomorrow. 

The Saturday Evening Post people came today 
precisely at the op panted hour. I am not sure of the 
spelling of their name bu it is something like Stroudt, 
and they a r^liU3band and wife and I liked them very muc{f. 

I asked them to park at the side gate and as 
soon as they had descended, I asked them what their 
Melrose assignment called for. Pictures of me, they 
3aid, and somebody named Hunt which we al 1 laughingly 
agreed might h a ve another sylable added, 

I should h a ve cal led-M\ss Hunter immediately, I guess, 
but I thought it better to give them a once over of the 
entire establishment and let them get their bearings. 

Titim one t pictures in color began in earnest. 1 hey 

took a bout half a dozen of Lestan in front of Yucca with much 

butterfly lilies and Grandpa in evidence. That was 

followed by 25 or 30 on the Yuccq gallery where the 

gourds delighted the Stroudts. Then I sent for the artist 

who came from her labors of scrapping peoanes and we took 

perhaps half a dozen, seated on the bench b St. Giggin’s Fountai 

and as many more at the .Chapel end of the gallery, 

the artist patting and Lestan observing .her handiwork. 

Tlien we moved over the X Ghana where we placed 
a chair in front of the house and the artist showed Lestan 
a Cane^iver Gobelin. Abou a dozen pictures were 
taken there, after which the artist returned* to her 
pecanes and the rest of us *■chatted for half an hour before 
the Stroudt3 headed out for St. Martinsville. 'They were 
captivated by all they had to see and as old residents of 
Alabamaof Mobile,declared they had never dreamed 
there was a^lace like this one and asked if T could catch 
the ^artist again to ge-t t a couple of shots of us in front of 
the African house and that was done and then they were gone. 

They said they would let me know, as H a rold Martin undoubtedL y 
would, too, when the story and illustrations would 
appear. They thought it would be within two or three rnonths m 
What, if any, local pictures, may be used will depend on 
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Sunday, October 16th, 19 60 


seural factors but probably only one or two of the half dozen 
subjects that were snapped and only the best one of 
the numerousrepeats of the same subject. All I can say 
is that I never saw color film used with such a bandon before, 

Rather late last night 1 had a call from Mrs. #a'lker, 

A3 always, she was quite calm and spoke almost detatohed but 
was obviously moved, She had received a letter from a friend in 
Kansas City, a letter of condolence in pursuance of 
the death of ^vs. Walker's father in Florida and his funeral 
in Kansas City, the burial having taken place last" Sunday• 

Mrs. Walker's father and mother were divorced years ago 

and her father had re-married, Ii&elie ve Rrs ? Walker was 

the only child, ■ L ‘he step-mother had neither phoned or wired 

the new3 . It must have been quite a shock to have 

received the information through a condolence letter. Before 

the a nnterprise office opened this morning, 1 sent flowers 

to the *ditor with a card, unsigned, reading simply 

"RaPPV birthday" so that nobody in the office need know for what 

the flowers stood, - genuine sympathy, 

Cousin^uth *ierson just called to 3ay Cousin Ida Chapman 
had arrived in town and wanted to say Rowdy to me on the 
'phone, Although we have never met, we hit it off just 
like one, two, three and she begin by saying how vividly 
she remembered the kindness of a n unknown friend in Manhattan 
who had procured her enjoyment of My Fair Lady for her, I 
shall probably see Ruth and 1 da at Oakland tomorrow for 
a little chat and then, come Monday, they will drive down 
here between 9 and 10, after which Cousin Idea around 
2 p.m, will entrain for Covington, 

I didn't geta round to say yesterday that the little 
■‘■hank You card enclosed w a s from that colored lady to whom 
t sent the pitcher, I. S.Willi rd .called me last night 
to Say that Annie'*€10.}re Sunday or whatever her name .is, 
had prized my acknowledgement of her note more than sh 
did the pitcher which made us both /laugh. It seems 
Annie Claire devoted .her life tpm^L.wj^te family and 
brought up a pair of twins for toy household, always going 
every place with them, —a boy and, a girl, 1 believe, and even 
when the twins grew up and it fri-nu./or them to accept 

invitations to gorn up children 3 Parties, they woujd , 
d ways start a fumpus and balked, alo.ut aoijia CfLa^ re 

didn't plan to accompany them anflt wa *• *» V7 

twins who provided, - gave, Ihelieve, , — a. 

house and lot in Lafayette Street where the now lives 


Memorandum : 

Very heavy fogs until 8 or 9 o'clock each 
day of the Pil rimage, with clearing skies before noon and 
ideal weather throughout the afternoons and evenings, 

t 1 > 

, I am especially glad to. report the Shreveport 
contingent never showed up. 

Celeste went to town early on Saturday morning to 
*walk the streets in her ante bellum costume and welcome 
people , 

At 25:30 she and I headed up the road toward Oakland, 

She hadbeen studying the p ge of description about the bed, 
chair and portraits in the bedroom where she was to be hostess. 

On our arrival, Lucille, —Mrs. J. Alphonse Prudhomme, 

greeted us. On the way up. Celeste had asked me if Lucille had 

written a ny description of the place where I was to receive or 

indicated where that might be. Lucille had not. She 

elapsed me by the hand, however, on my arrival and led me under 

the floor of the front gallery and behind the flight of brick steps 

to a door in the middle of the facade, q uite dark, what with 

the width of the g allery above and the hugeness of the 

brickstairs, opened a .door leading down a gentle slope under the 

center of the house, into a huge room without windows and 

black as Egypt, This is the museum, containing hundreds if not 

thousands of ante bellum medical and mechanical instruments 

which I discovered in vast rows when she turned a switch, lighting 

four electric bulbs without shades and each on a level with the 

eye. She explained that everything was marked on a card and 

departed. I had never been in the room before and I 

was impressed by the number of the objects ranging all around on shelv 

suspended from rafters, etc,,.the rafters being sufficiently low 

for a person above average height to bump his head on. 

B y chance, the first two people to invade the place 
was an elederly couple and, after exchanging Rowdies, I 
waved them to the objects all over the place, explaining 
each was marked with a card. In a oouple of seconds the man 
approached me to explain that he and his wife, through mischance, had 
left their glasses at home and as neither of them couldread 
without them, he wondered if I would be so kind as to explain some 
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Monday 


ctober 17th. 19 60 


1 }uit3 a few people ventured into the lower d epths, on 
hearing I was there, including a Shreveport niece and 
a Uinden nephww of Mr. d odges, some lady from Beaumont whom 
I had met on previous pilgrimages and so on. Everyone 
expressed surprise to find me thus concealed and we all 
got a big laugh out of the strange place we h a d so unexpectedly 
found to go into a huddle. I had to excuse myself to greet someone 
who had asked for me and the Beaumont lady explaimed, not 
realising how close 1 was that she found it so odd to put a 
star in a potato bin and lost $n the subterranean darkness. 

But 1 found o he place pleasantly cool and pilgrims much 
fewer than 1 could hear treading over head. and, fortunately 
I was b a ck home by 5:30. A very nice couple, a M r . 
and Mrs. Kennedy of Cincinnati, a# interested in Architecture, 
be-moaned their inability to visit M e irose. 1 made an 
appointment for them for this morning and they came and they 
were just grand. 

When we said goodbye at tlte front gate, l caught sight 0 
Joe deary approaching. He had come in last night and 
is remaining until the morrow. 

This afternoon Blythe-and Joan, Joan's sister-in-law, 

Blythe 's ,graddaughter, Ellen Lockett, and'a girl friend 
of Ellen 3 , came to see me and we hadquite a nice session.Oddly 
enough, ^ couldn't think of anybody 1 ever knew in Cincinnati excep 
Rebecca Wise and it turned out that at one time she had lived 
inthe same block with Mrs. Kennedy's sister I think 
we shall hear more from the * ennedys. 

As for Blythe and company, they headed out with 
many gourds which in no way balanced off the grand supper 
they had brought,me. Blythe told me of her 
Thursday in Matches and Ferriday, where Jo Evans had invited 
her for luncheon with Mary Lamb din, Mi33 Myr a and a 
flock of other people. d he said Miss-Myra looked just 
grand and seemed to be as hail and bubbling over >with energy as 
ever. Mrs. Evans' daughter, la Applegate, w a s also 
at the luncheon and the hostess had an expert flower arranger 
to entertain the g roup. . .Talk moved from flowers to gourds and 
nobody but Blythe had ever fooled with themSome ofotke 
ladies got interested and wondered where they cou^met seeds. 
Blythe mentioned the local assortment .and it was agreed then 
and there that Mesdames Applegate, Evans, Lambdin 
and Smith would communicate with me to see about paying me 
a visit to see about gourds. Hummmmmmmmm. 

And thu3 the week end of the pilgrimage g draws to 
q close and I am delighted everything went along 
so nicely, especially f oV the Hysterical ladies . 


Memorandum 


Lovely weather. I keep thinking of some place in Texas 
that sounded like Loveland or Lovelace or some 3uch which 
a couple of days b a ck had ten a nd a quarter inches of rain in 
fifty fine minutes, the like of which I never heard before. 

Well, Cousin^uth Pierson brought Cousin Ida Chapman down 
yesterday morning and we had a real nice go-round, and I liked 
Cousin Ida just as much as L thought 1 wa3 going to. Ida brought a b 
of imported wine and Ruth brought a package of special 
narcissus bulbs and a box of cake and while I 
cannot speak for the narcissus bulbs as yet, I am quite 
ready to testify as to the excellence of • the cake and wine. 

• O' . • 1 w — * '• 

That was most of the morning, and about 1:15, when heading toward 

the store, having just passed through the side gate, I 

bumped into a » unfjiiliar car . I w a sn't. vastly 

surprised to discover the ocoup a nts toJ>e‘Robina 

and Caroline Cl a nahan who is MissDormon s niece • 

There had been a letter in Saturday's post or perhaps it wa3 
Friday's, —I forget which, but what with the secretaries 
fattening on cotton money and my absence from home on 
Saturday afternoon and the Kennedys.and the Rands on Sunday, I 
hadn t explored the letters contents, elling me the ladies 
would be here today. 

I thought Rqbina looked just grand and she w as as 
g a y as could be. We strolled over the hana where 
we sat and took things apart and put them together again. 

The ladies wanted to get b a ck home before dark and so they pulled out 

a little after 3, j ving me an opportunity 

to undertake some things I had been puWf^a off from 

hour to hour. The first thing I undertoorbab 

io start for the store again but in about the same place 

I had encountered Robina, I ran into Joe who was 

trying to find peoanes to pick up. a e invited me to 

go for a ride in his.fine Folk3Wagon wnioh 1 declined because 

I had things 1 wanted to do. He said he was going to slide 

over to the honkey-tonk to see n bout getting a 

bottle and within the hour he wasbaok with some muscatelle 

which s we san pled until supper time. 

He told me J. H, had spent the day in Shreveport 
in connection'with the division -of Wenk property which seems 
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Tuesday, October 18th, I960 


Memorandumi 

A pleasant day withal until 4:30, when it 
began clouding up, sprinkling and then raining. I 
suppose about an inch fell before dark and now at 9 
it is still gently raining. Thus far, there hasn't 
teen a ny breeze of co sequence and that means not 
too many pecanes have fallen. There will be scant 
cotton icked the'rest of this week but there may be quite 
a few pecanes. 

And speaking of pecanes, wex were 11 gentlemen 
at dinner this noon, the majority of them being pecane 
experts and among other things they did declare and 
to which J. H. agreed was the fact, that Melrose has 
quite a fine crop. 

And speaking further of pecanes, I wasn't very surprised to 
receive a letter from Jean O'Brien which I knew would 
have the matter of pecanes as its primary reason 
for appearing. She seems to think if I were 
to send her pecanes, there would be no costs to her or me and 
she is mis taken. It was obvious that she had 

complained about not gqtting a ny from me last season touirious 

people including Janes, Ir'ia and *arley and so on. I 

can think of no u a Iid reas n why I should,buy pecanes for 

Jean O'Brien a nd her friends and I shall w rite her pointing out 

that it is the Estate, not I, who has full particulars 

about availability, varieties, prices and so on. In the mean 

time, I wish Jean O'Brien would sit on a tack. 

.1 I was certainly surpr ised .and not especially 
pfnchanted to hear from Rudolph today. I shall get off 
|t j letter to him' tonight and I feel instinctively that he 
will acknowledge it by outlining a prolonged visit to 
Melrose one of these ensuing weekends which I shall discourage. 
Ilhave scant time to keep a breast of things I want to 


a mon other things to involve a sum of 360 thousand dollars 

tht has newly come to light. I cannot vouch for 

the truth of it, but I am told m a ny doctors h a ve a way of 

not entering segements of their earnings and, f or all I 

know, this, may be a case in point which would not be the first 

ti^e I had known a bout such practice in this particular family. 

Joe remarked that J. H. w a s iff worried ^bout the doings of the 
Party line and its constant w ringing of everybody s 'phone 
ut that J. H. had 't been a ble to do ai ything with the company 

about correct ng the matter. Joe, as superviser of the R. E. A. 

phone section in Arkansas, had some pointers to give me about 
the. mechanical ope ration of party lines and on the strength of what 
he'had to say, I told him I thought I could 
get into the' 'gjtone company's hair quite effectively through 
the printed word where a. d, had failed in verbal appeals, 

I accordingly came over here and sat down at my desk and 
a» hour later handed him a Ifemo under the title of 

"In the Still of the Right which will put the Phone 

company in a tizzy. Joe was delighted and I shall put 
the piece in the mail on the morrow and it will appear a week 
from this coming Thursday. It's always a pleasure to 
go after the monopoly boys and I think this particular 
broadside will give them quite a turn. 

* - i 1 ' • » > *' * 

I meant to say earlier that^obina brought me the 
enclosed olipping about Miss **ormon's work being mentioned 
in The !l ew Yorker, i believe' 1 have the clipping from 
the Rew lorlupm&eslf in a batoh of clippings I haven't 
explore &M wurrhut ubich I shall pass along forthwith. 

Th.elma called to see if -4 was alright in the wake of 
the tour, She said $he had seen some quotation from something 
or other bout the a obiaux house in tlie Rational Trust 
publication, a booklet or magazine which 1 never seem 
to see although it is possible that-la °ullock will 
be sending along one to me before long although 1 must 
say I want it only, to send alon to you. 

From Joe. 1 alvo learned L Joyd»enkia thr^a^ing to join the 
Marines. Power to him....and tie Marines. Am nv 
r must aet to work, after this little interlude . 


do and entertaining Rudolph is not one of them. 

Thelma called me this morning before leaving for Monroe. 
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Wednesday, October 19th, 2960 


Memorandum: 

• 

Cloudy all day but pleasantly warm until 
about 8:30 tonight when it began~cooling off rapidly . 

The thermometer sill sag to the 50's tonight, it is said, 
and into tlte 40's tomorrow night, 

. : 1 *' 

For the last three nights the heavens have been 
filled with the honkings of wild geese heading southward 
and about daylight this morning a whole flying‘squadron 
dipped below the clouds over Ghana so that I could see them 
quite clearly, They were rather large and I took 
them to be Canadian geese. This evening a small contingent 
of wild ducks came down to rest on Cane^iver just in f ront 
of the gardens but their number was limited and 
I imagine they will be gone again before morning, 

i Sunday night the Denver radio was talking 
about roads over .various Colorado passes being covered 
with ice and snow, I had interpreted -this to mean 
the higher elevations were beginning to 

get a taste of what was to follow all over the country but 1 
somehow hadn't thought of the cold as being located cnywhere 
ubt in the mountains, I gather from the bird migrations, 
however, that the cold must be general for the geese 
probably know as much or more a bout what is impending 
weatlierwise. as do the scientific boys charting atmospheric 
conditions ju3t ahead, 

...... J rj i, .4. C, C J ,,.t ,,1.' ...,i i 

At coffee Celeste remarked upon a notice in the 
paper on her lap „bout Roan and I asked her to clip it for me 
which she very kindly did and then very pa inf takingly 
folded and folded and folded and creased it, I found 
it a happy coincidence that an hour or two later, the 
day's post brought me the enclosed form letter from 
Roan, It appears that the llatches ■‘•race provides a 
line -from l*e>n to me at least once a year, I wish she 
would write more frequently. Her reference to an 
ol'd friend of mine, the Reverend Jesse, brought b a ck happy 
memories of days when I was want to explore the 
Second 1 'reek neighborhood on foot and I usually 
made it a point to stop in at Beverly plantation, — «oa» s 

*om i.4* ££»a« iooo 


She will be b a ck on Thursday and le a ve the same day for 
Shreveport for the weekend, returning home Monday, when she 
wants to come down to spend an afternoon with me. She 
said this year's Pilgrimage fell off by about one half. 

Some people, including 1 helma , attribute this to the fact 
that Melrose is the drawing card a nd its withdrawal cut down 
the number of Pilgrims, Carmen, on the other hand, says 
and confides it to me, that Melrose really isn t interesting 
and that Oakland is really the high point of a ny tour and therefor 
although the weather was fine this past week end, many potential 
pilgrims probably thought it might rain and therefore didn t 
participate •• Beth doesn't care which school of thought is 
correct. She is furious because The^nterprise wrote c bout the Ine 
0haplain house and didn't give Beaufort like space, Beth, 
in short, is a fool. She says Begufort wi^l not be on Pilgrimage 
next year and Heaven knows I hope Beth isn t, 

Joe Henry who usually doesn.'t put in an appearance before 
7 :30 or 8 o'c ock for breakfast, came to see me at 6 
this morning and seemed surprised to find menot at 
home but fiddling aro unity in the Ghana garden. He was 
curious to learn if I had re a lly knocked off a column during the 
night, as I had, at supper, opined I would do, and as it 
would touch on party lines, a subject in which he is interested, 
he was hopeful but.doubting as to whether I would actually 
.knock off the piece, I told him he could help himself 
tq the 8 page manuscript on top of my typewriter; and 
suggested he take it b^ck to the big house to fia nce through it 
before breakfast, He jumped at the suggestion- an 
hour later, over bacon and eggs, he expressed amLight and 
gave me pointers on mechanical fine points a bouii tlA 
telephone system which had no place in the Memo bug«Jfeotrt which 
I was gl d to have some light shone on for my town vnderstanding, 
Joe left for Conroe „nd Houston after i nner but will be making 
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proprty and chat with one or another of her tenants, 
and always on the Reverend Jesse of whom I was very fond, 

I wonder what ever became of his son with such 
a distinguised name, —Roosevelt Ford, 

there l was less rain th a n I had supposed last 
night, only a bout <ji inch and a third. About 3 o'clock this 
morning a brisk breeze blew for a few minutes and 
that factor plus the dampness set the pecanes to 
dropping. I believe the plantation gathered about 
ten thousand pounds today 

• 

Mrs. Walker just called, .asking me to finish 
a sentence that had run off the page on the manuscript for 
next week's Cane ll iver Memo under the title of 
"In theJtill of the Might", I took the opportunity 
to ask'her to read me what tomorrow's h nterpr ise 
will have to say about last week's pilgrimage, Un¬ 
fortunately, there is a mix-up of copy, at least one 
line got mixed up, putting a dent in %he early part 
of the article but otherwise it seems to be 
well set forth, I took the opportun ty to 
ask her to read her editorial for this week 

although 1 .am not s re if it appears as an editorial or an article an 
it appears next to the ane River Memo if it is .an article. 

It is about a person coming south to rest and I think quite 
good. If youf ind time to glance through it, 

I think you will enjoy it, I like,d the idea of 

Louisiana trying to pull itself into the 80th century although 

the half way mark has already passed, 

I told Celeste at coffee how worried t'was by 
Governor Barnett's admonition in Shreveport 
yesterday to' a bunch of States Righterers : 

"If you want Washington to t ell you what color, 
secretary you may employ, vote for Kennedy,,,," ex¬ 
plaining how distressed I wa,s going to be if instructed to 
employ a white one after all these years but she didn't 
find that amusing, 

It is pleasant to report that tender green tirangles and circles 
are jsmerging all over the ^hana garden as the autumn garden 
begins pushing up about the ground. I hold 
the thought the impending cool spell may not 
intensifyi into a fro3t and 1 think it will not.,,. 


Thursday, October 20th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

A beautiful day but on the cool side with the 
pr.ob a bility of going down to 40 tonight. I 
thought my radio was on a Mew rleans station at 5 this 
morning and ^ was startled by the freezing temperatures 
prediected for tonight but it turned o-uv I 
was on Dee Moines, much to my relief. 

The day's post brought me a letter from 
a lady in Natchitoches, or, more precisely, anct 
envelope, inside which was another enveloped with 
letter ins-ids. ^he inner letter was cancelled August 
7th from Mexia, Texas, where ever that may be, having 
been penned by somebody who had 1 passed this way in July. 

The Mexia letter bore my name, the next line being 
Melrose Plantation, the next line Natchitoches, Louisiana. 

Some body, ^ suppose in Natchitoches, had crossed out 
the word, Nartohilfoches, and written in Melrose while 
stamped on the envelope were some such words, 

Person unknown. Return to sender. I assume the Mexia 
lady returned or rather forwarded the letter to 
the Natchitoches lady who had■ come down here with her in July, 
and the latter had forwarded it to me inside another envelope. 

As the communication was merely a courtesy message, it 
mattered not at all but had it been something 
of urgency,, the two months and two weeks required to reqoh 
me does seem a little long, 

The laugh of the day came when I 'phoned the 
Sears, Roebuck office in town, asking them to h a ve 
their Dallas office send me some paints. J£he girl who 
took the order was very pleasant and although she asked me if I w 
spell my name, immediately brightened when I 
did and in a very friendly way, inquired : 

"'Oh, sir, are you a retired seaman.,. .it seems to 
me I h a ve heard of you." 

'All of us hqve been taken for or mistaken for somebody else, 
but this is- the first time I can recall having been thought 
an "old salt". 
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' The tear of the day came with the announcement 
in today's Picayune of Lionel 's death, I have 
dropped a line to Joel Fletcher and hope he 
may have saved an obituary from the Lafayette 
paper, Lionel was as fine a man as I ever met 
anywhere and at the top of my list of Louisiana 
personalities, I shall write Madame Jeanmard a 
note and another to Martha whose last name, I regret to 
say, I know not but 1 can write to her nevertheless 
and send it to PlantationCourt, Of the two 
ladies, I feel Martha will sustain the greater 
loss but take it the more stoicly. 

Carmen called me this afternoon to gossip. 

Among other thin s, she remarked that she would be go in tc 
Shreveport on Sunday to attend a meeting of thej 
North Louisiana Historical Society, 'Every once in 
a while she lets her back hair^'slip a little without 
' realizing it. She sa^d* 

"I don't ufont to be ugly but I think I shall 
' le a ve the meeting rather after the business session 
is concluded for it is to be followed by a 
showing of the El Cami'no Real films with running 
commentary bp Carolyn Ramsey. n t 

Unless she, herself, had injected something 
ugly into her plans, I cannot imagine any reason 
for hinting there was anything ugly about le a ving 
before the showing of the film and I am 
qu ite sure that for one, at least, Carolyn will h-ve 
not ihj V ■do: 1 '.ft "3 nain. 

What gets into Carmen's ha r is the fact that Carolyn 
did a superb job on the publicity for the 
Pilgrimage'a few years ago and Carmen has never quite 
forgiven her for having excelled in a field wherein Carmen 
woUld’ like to pass as the last word, all of which 
is foolish enough, even a s ealousy will forever be, 

• , ^ . j.. « . . ’ n C : 

We supped'late tonight, what with the cook having 
returned from a peoane pick ng froliq in the 
afternoon plus the fact that the store is busy-busy 
handling heaps of pecanes gathered in the wake of 
yesterday's start. My estimate of yeasterday's 
AWW-Pi? “os inoorrect for it totalled something 

j; *21* l° 2 jf *• «.«.^ _ 


Friday, October Slst, 2960. 


Memorandum < 


wa rm 


tfler b £a} n »%Zt'a’2o5°oS VV. 3eenin ^y 


* UnaUnou7l ced°SisterVher dauarlH be . w f ari "9 enough, 

PPsked a piece of elk « JasLloZ 

° r a T s Wie » u^ arteri 

r„. „ the tour thu ugarr 

Uat j io U u an %^f a i Zu tef,"* and 

honored too long by this visitation*. ^ W * mV not be 

ffu.r, '{ Sl>e *’•<»» 

t,e m onth. S Ue arrived at it llUerin 9 writer * 

others for a stroll about thV 9 * 6 would li1ce *o join the 

I aeonrH e ° a T tree knight whelbelrd Thc t p3 join tliem 

n 07 jdmgly enticed the bin r>„ d ~f od - din 9 time arrived, 

% tttsszssti* /ron ‘ 

p ssttasS sst? 
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Sunday, October 23rd, 2960 


Memorandumi 

Fair and cool yesterday, Fair and warmer today, 

Well, the week end didn't turn out too badly although 
it was bound to be disruptiue at best, as such week ends always 
are •, 

Sister came over to see me Saturday morning and then went 
to tour*. In the afternoon she came back and sat for an hour 
talking at a great rate and saying nothing, Lloyd had 
, come over in the morning, intent on killing what remained 
of the birds, following their long summer's struggle 
against cotton and pecane spraying, In .the- afternoon 
both Lloyd and his sister, having nothing to do, came over 
to suggest to their mother they all return -to Shreveport before 
supper, She wanted to remain until Sunday but finally g a ve in, I 
walked as far as the big house where I said goodbye to Sister, 
the children being a bit behind near the old fig tree, 
h a lf way between the big house and the Yucca gate, I 
headed out toward the gourd garden where the 
aa younger contingett of peackes waswhiling 

away the afternoon peacefully enough, hen, in rapid succession, 
two volleys from Lloyd's gun went off, the explosions 
startling the younger peacbock contingent which leaped into 
the air and took off in the direction of the woods a 
mile or so distant in the direction of Little ^iver, ‘The 
Wenks went o;i their way but the peacocks didn t return last night 
and never put in an appearance today and so Y reckon I might 
a s well write that section off as finished, 

Luring the morning, while they were in town, the xi ocket, of a 
people, appeared on the front gallery where I was it tending 
to gourds A She said she never liked to miss traveling along 
the Cane * iver road when in this area, the scenery is so 
beautifuli She plans to address the Historical Society 
to night, or perlippsJftt wap this afternoon, returning here 
on the morrow to tcme some shots of cotton fields, the artist 
and so x>n„ She was 'phoning for her camera man to meet her 
hefe in the morning, She 3aid she didn't know if Ola Mae 
is in Shreveport or not, as she had recently been in Florida 
and the Bahamas, —the Lo3t Word, not the x ocket, -°ut how 
those girls do getaround, jointly, separately and both • 

My reading machine is out of whack and so I did nothing 


none of the participants in the garden party seemed much interested 

in each other and' within 20 minutes or so, the younger one 

hopped back up the step into the unicorn house and, after 

standing there a minute or two, flew back up into the attic 

of the little h use and the oldsters moseyed off in the direction 

of Dr, Miller's house and that was that, I left 

the door of the unicorn house and its garden gate open 

for the balance of the day but along a t>out first dark tonight, 

I closed both, theyounger one having retired to his attic and 
the older ones h a ving flown up to their favorite treetop, 

Mobody seemed mad at anybody but nobody seemed very glad either, 

• 

Like many another radio listener, I tuned in tonight 
on the fourth and, * take, final session of the 
"great debat'd", althoough the whole set-up still strikes me 
as being more of quiss session than a debate, I assume 
the majority of listeners were seers, too, and, for dL 1 
I know, these historic debates depend more on sight than 
hearing and therefore the reaction of a radio listener 
cannot possibly hope to have the value of the 
TV public that could, see as well as hear what was going on, 

\ t 

Which candidate is* the prettier mus cut some ice with 
the TV audience and which is the better actor must count 
considerably, too. Accordingly my reaction’doesn't 
really matter much, being a mere radio listener, 

. 1 1 ' • 

From that angle, however, I must say the having 
been pre-disposed to be against Mixon, I inclined to 
be more critical of his performance and found him a 
little more cagey and a little more evasive and 

little moreponderous without being any more weighty than 
the more sprightly Kennedy, 

I gue3s my trouble is because of my negative appraoch to 
the whole performance, Doubtless this 3 terns in large measure 
from the fact that while Kennedy doesn'texcite my imagination 
. too much, I a m inclined to be a little luke-warm for his 
candidacy whereas, on the other hand, Mixon is anathema to me 
so that in casting a ballot, I should be marking my 
slip, not so much for Kennedy as but definitely against Mixon 
and tonight's debate did nothing to alter my convictions, 

i ;. * 

I, S, Willard called, just back fromB a tonRouge, James 
and Kay, --on crutches, came to her hotel to dine with her, 
and they both seera fine,, .. 








\ 
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Monday, Octobe4 24th, 19 60. 


Memo rand unit 


a 1 : 


A perfectly lovely day and sort of 80-ish. 

he fog that descended during the night, however, 
was so thick all over the Gulf area that people 
werestil using headlights two hours after sunrise. 

■L'he ocket got here about 9:45. Her camera man from 
Lafayette arrived 1 5 minutes later. We summoned the 
artist and immediately began shooting some secenes for 
LheWorld of Clementine Hunter. 

We began with a shot the camera was placed about 
where Irma O'&rien stood to get the picture she did last 
January. A wa3htub, a washboard and a bench and a cl othes 


running from the gutter 
turned the trick. When 
a fire beneath the wash 
the artist with a stick 


adjacent peoane 
I lighted 
from which 
and dumped them 


line, 

tree 


of the house to an 
things were ready, 
pot, the iron one, 
dipped t out clothes 
into the washtub. She then drew buckets of water fromthe cistern 
a .bucket on a rope, rinsed the clothes and hung them on the 
table clothes, checked with white, a blue shirt, 
and so on. This will be a good interlude between 
. her washday pictures in th& film, I think. Tlien 
we did a scene of her sewing on a ane iver gobelin with me 
handing her some shears. Then a round"with butterfly lilies and 
then a gourd scene on t he Yucca gallery, after which the^ocket, 
the a rtist and the camera man made a round of the cotton fields 
a nd got many pictures, after which they all went their respective 


line, — red 
white towel 
couple of 


he skeleton 
will of course be 
etc., etc. 


of the l, orld of Clementine Hunter is shot but thi 
many more fill-in scenes, —pecane picking, pain 


At 4:30 the Socket took off for Old onita. ^he is 
broke, she . says, and has to borrow to pay her income tax. She is 
letting her cottage at Bay St. Louis go. I hadn't known she had 
had one. &he i.s renting the house at Old onita to a friend. 

She is going to share 521 St. Ann with somebody. It's 
ilway3 boom or ^ momeni> » appears to be 

to assist in pa rt % ig\ipatina fn i■he hel ^ uxg 

kWjH.VWUk'*- 6ut ** ‘ Sem " 


the latter, 
do w hat I c an 



10799 


in that line on Saturday night. Instead I knocked off a 
column and was glad to fold up early. Lat week a football 
game, being broadcast, at the Invitation to Learning hour, robbed me 
of whatever that discussion may have been about. This week the 
football took over an hour later and so J heard the discussion of 
Bergson's "Evolution Creatrice" which was instructive enough 
but somehow lacking punch in its presentation •> 1 forget what 

they announced for the two succeeding weeks but I do remember 
that neith r item sounded very exciting and■ so 1 shall sooth my 
resentment at broadcast time if once more the football section 
of higher learning gets a corner on boradcast time. 

I. S. #illgrd came down this afternoon to select some 
gourds which she has in mind hanging from the balcony of her 
house. I suggested she make a selection now so that I may 
give them priority of treatment so they will be sufficiently cured 
by holiday time so she may have them exposed from the balcony withou 
having to worry as to what inclement weather may do to them. I 
put a hunk of a nglefood cake, a bottle of wine and a couple of 
glasses in a basket and ushered the lady over to Ghana, 
after site had selected her gourds, and there we say on a bench for i 
an hour before she had to return to town. I have 
a heap of a djniration for her, especially wl.en 1 think of the 
other gals of her g eneration who, like 'herself, w bo~n in 
: smell to’'i\ nov-" t-* t’ e fortitude to get a glimpse 
of wider horizons before getting into a fixed mold 
and solidifying into a life of trivia. Like most people of such 
strength of character, she undoubtedly know loads of people 
with whfi m she is probably onely most of the time until she 
can get away from them and close her door on the world and 
t^en, by concentrating ow the things that seem important to her, 
really find a few hours worth living during, the week. Like 
a few other people we know, hers is probably an unreal world 
from daylight to dusk with actuality really beginning when 
night comes on and she can turn to the the things that 
seem worth while to her. ^L. 

What with yesterday's hubbub, and l.,S. r/illird's 
arrival just as today's secretary got going, IjLon't 
seem to havegone far with yesterday's post but * shall get 
epught up on tkat t on the morrow »■ ?here\ eems to be 
a letter from aton^ouge pnd letters from there seem to have 
been a little sparse of late, and one or two others, such as 
from Cousin Ida Chapman and the like which will rest very peacefull 
until another dawn. 

And now for a dab of radio, such as the roui}d table, . . 
type and I shall call the week end begun as I drift off into 
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A package, about the size of a shoe box goes forward 
by this post. It contains three seasoned gourds of no 
particular value, as they are merely three different types 
from this year'3 vintage, x he smallest is just another 
go rd which, with the others, might possibly used to decorate 
a week end basket of fruit or some such, The short handled 
maranka gourd, a sort of childish rendition of a cave man’s 
club, you h a ve seen before, 1 he third is the Andalusian type 
as mentioned in a Cane iver Memo of a week or T5~~agoJ~~Tbu 
may be a ble to detect the aroma of the Andalusian ortg^ne 
groves, It is the one 1 have kept on my desk for the 
past few weeks. For all I know, you might prefer to 
keep one or another of these on your de3k, giving the others 
aiDay instead of using them for domestic decorations, I 
think you ly^ll discover a Paper sack in the package so that you 
may readily,dispose of the cardboard carton, finding 
them easier to carry in an ordinary sack such as one might 
be given, were tt^ese secured at some vegetable or flower 
shop. As pointedout above, these are of sentimental value 
only but they are being sent regardless in order that 
you might have some notion of sam& of the smaller type of stuff 
about which I have chattered so much during the past season. 

Carmen called today a 3 usual to gossip and tell 
me about her week $nd in Shreveport, all of which 
was dull enough, including her impression of Carolyn's 
ap pearance, never dreaming that as 3 he as talking, Carolyn 
was sitting in a chair i t the end of my desk. She repeated 
an impr ession someone[ else had expressed to me and a rather 
o'dd thing it wastoo, having to do with a Mr. Britton 
of Natchitoches, a professor of music at the college 
and organist in the Episcopal Church Carmen attends, r, 
Britton died of cancer .in a Shreveport hospital last week 
and was t brought to u atahitoches for burial services, Several 
people have commented on the pecuilar sensation produed 
upon them witen they reviewed the remains at the funeral home 
for it seem3 that by some unaccountable circumstances, 

Mr, ritton, a man of fair complexion in life, had somehow 
talten on a negro complexion in death, so that 
old,' old friends and a cquantances were at f.ir3t startled, 
then puzzled and then almost panicky on recognizing 
the familiar face in an unexpectedly different racial 
guise, Carmen, i s might be expected, was. provoked that 
the lid , of the coffin had not been left unopened. As 
she rattled on a bout the matter, I couldn't helop 
recalling that Lyle always referred io her as "old black 
Carmen" and used to speculate on how myth African blood 
there might be in her branch of the family, I do believe 
Carmen, herself, would fall out if tlte thought ever 
crossed her mind that Fate would certainly be paying her 


Tuesday, October S5th, 1960 


Memo rand urn 


cloudy with the promise of rain tonight a 
morrow and I hold the thought the Weather 
may be in error since nobody seems to be • 
for rain, 

Juanita B, 'phoned me this morning, 

I had thought of her so often during Pilg 
gretting her usual post wasn't open and t, 
dispensing hospitality but that on the ma 
tour, I told her about Lloyd apparing i t i 
dark on Friday night, pushing a package a' 
without bothering to say Good evening, shi 

"Here's some cake,,,why wasn't Melroi 
tour this year," 


dhenouanita B, confessed that a while back she 
had sent me another cake and some meat pies and 
asked if d had ever received them, I had not. 

Only the Lord knows what happened tb that gift but 
one always feels provoked at seeming, as I must hav 
latter case, to have been so gauche as to have acce 
the gift of the -fteat pies and cake and never bother ! 
to ackonwledge same, 

' ike everybody e.se int eh country, d suppose, 
I, too, jgn wearing of the. Presidents c mp a ign. 
Surely the e must he a better way to died a Chief 
Executive than by such a prolonged effort on the Da: 


flood the aiir on the si ightest excuse or no excuse 
at all • H a ving always felt Mixon to be a political 
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ednesday, October 85th, 19 60 


Memorandumi 


charlatan, I regret I h a ve to witness so many 
examples on his part in the present contest proving the 
point so that my respect for him will be even less by 
the time election comes and, God forbid, that he should 
be awarded the crown, I must 3ay the British practice 
of keeping the length of the party campaigns down 
to a fraction of the length of the American scuffle 
strikes me as having everything to be desired and nothing 
to be regretted, I have not'doubted tl*e great American 
electorate will surive the ensuing two weeks but 
many a voter, it seems to me, is- likely to be so addled 
by the time he readies the voting booth he is likely 
to be uncertain as to "where he is at" and quite 
unaccountable as to which levers he will be operating, 

.. -V. 3 i w * 

don’t know and I don’t care how the Louisiana voting 
machines are rigged up to take care of all the stuff that 
the citizens will be called upon to cast ballots on or about. 
Among other tilings, it. 3eems to me there are 55 Amendments 
that are supposed to be accepted or rejected indvidually 
by the electorate and most of them if not all of them 
have no more place for decision by b a llot than the 
thousands that have gone before in other elections, 

I have heard it said that g a mes of chance invariably 
increase in times of depression and in view of all the 
gambling going on in the neighborhood, J am led to 
conclude that the whisperings about falling stock markets 
and such like on the radio must have trickled through to the 
folks who, in this area, wouldn't have any idea of what 
a s tock market might be but would probably guess it had 
something to do with selling cattle on the hoof. The flurry 
in the pre-crop pecane effort last week presents what 
I have in wind. All the youngsters are avid card 
players and although all of t hem always lose to the bigger 
boys, they never can resist the lure of getting something 
for nothing, Lasiweek, one . youth, around 17, had 
been pa\d 45 dollars at noon on Saturday and by 3 o'clock 
.on the same afternoon, he had lost it all at cards. This 
is not an exceptional case although the amount involved turns up 
in individual pockets infrequently, such as a spurt of pecane 

gathering or some .g uch. Yesterday, Rookie Moran, --he's 
well named, complained he got cheated by the Smaller 
boys last week since he got only 1 00 dollars out of them 
on Saturday and he usually rounds up twice that amount ^rerixy 
the depression must be upon us and bookiS is always arivmy 


Damp, damp. With no breeze s tirring, a gentle rain 
that was more like a sprinkle descended during the nigh , 
providing us with an inch and a half o moisture we really 
didn't need. Clouds draped the skies all day, converting the 
cotton pickers into pecane gatherers al though the calm that 
never fluttered a leaf didn t knock down many pecanes which 
are still clinging to the trees, 

, »/ '■ o c ,) *’ ££"-* tt 

I am glad the cgld front, so called, that passed over us 
during the monring actually brought no cold so that the 
thermometer remained around 80 which struck me as being quite 
different from what the radio reports from the environs of 
Lyme, 


.Andy passed by in the afternoon and g a ve me a hand at 
gathering Okra which. mad,e that undertaking 
much easier. The okra which ought to be about 3 feet 
tall stands about 10 feet and as the fruit appears at the top 
of the stalk, a stepladder would be required to reach it, 
were one un a ble to bend .the stalk down within easy grasp from the 
ground. With two people proceeding along a row of the 
stuff, one individual about six feet from his companion, it 
work3 very smoothly, the man next to the row bending 
the stalk to pithin reach of the other, therebye obviating 
the 'running b a cli and forth K that would be required, were one 
trying to gather it alone, ' 

I was glad we found enough to supply the big house, 
the house across the fence and enough for three or four meals at Andy’s 
Jiouse, too and some for the artist. The tomatoes linger on 
and the turnips are putting f.orth, providing ample supplies 
for at least four or five households. Andy had a big old 

3 ack of s tuff when he headed toward jiome, seemingly procided with 
enough^ to' set up in husine.ss a Bleeker Street push oart 
ope rai'ore cmd the saiI might be said for me as I distributed 
portions in three ways closer to home, *ndy, by the way, now 
lives in the house below the spillway where little Miss Lee 
onoe matched to caljL, on the afvvesaid painter, so one may r eadily 
understand Andy had quite a walJc wider such an assortment of 
green grpoeries. 

While I think of it, may 1 report that L have 
decided to advance the date for the flower « 

Regard by'd'Couple of days in order that she may have 
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IThursday , October 87th, 1960. 


the best from, what is available by ordering same 

for Saturday delivery, The Louisiana custom to do a tremendous 

amount of decorating of gr a ves on All Saints Day 

makes quite a run on the flourist's supplies and so I 

h a ve decided to select something on behalf of little 

Miss Lee for Saturday so that Madam Regard may have 

the pleasure of showing it t q her friends vlt o may call over the 

week end pnd at the same time guarantee the best their is in 

the market to severve as little ^iss Lee's talisman of affection, 

On the political front, the ^nti-Kennedy groups aren't 
working very well together a^d I m hoping may be so busy 
fighting each other they forget to direct their brick¬ 
bats ag a inst the^emocratic nominee, All the racial and religious 
gi bigots in the Pelicji State have been beating the 
drum for everyone to vote for States Rights electors a»d people 
like ^ou3in Emmet, Senator Rain a ch and such like have been 
beating furiously in f n vor of this. Then the 

Senator fromArizona blew in, —T r efer to the Reverend Goldwater, 
n nd_ be explained everybody must vote for Mixon as a States lights 
vote wouldn't cut a ny ice &nd therefore, would be robbing 
Richard, And then th L finaneer of Fasites, H, L, Hunt, 
one time backer of Hoe McCarthy, sent his a 9a in t, one 
D a n Smoot, into Louisiana from Texas, to explain to "the 
right thinkers" that by all means they must vote for 
the 4 States fighters and,as you may readily conclude, 
it is all very confusing for those who have been taking 
instructions from Cous inAmmet, Cousin B a rry and Cousin Dan, 

I don't know anything n ^out J, H, Hunt's current financial 

standing but x assume, it is very high although I'm not at all 

sure he is s till rated,as he was a f ew years back, as the 

richest man in the United States, Ee+that as it may, he 

continues to have sufficient money tefoorner radio programs 

ill jjast numbers, and h>i3 agents never cease proclaiming to the 

world not only the theories of extreme conservatism and 

reaction but Nazi tinged ideas to boot,, f only H, L, Hunt 

would take a page from A, H, Hodges and concentrate on gardening instea 

oftrying to upset the American political applecart, 

The first class mail sack must have gone to Buckeye today 
but that means a double dip on the morrow and I shall like than* 

Do hope the snow banks stay awayf rom Lyme .. 


Memorandum: 

Fair of sky and fair of thermometer, —sort of 70-i3h, 

Saturday's po3t from Lyme arrived to bringhten my 
daays. It is so good to catch a glimpse of life as it turns 
in little Miss Dee's surroundings and it's so nice 
to catch up on so many points as covered by the clippings, 

Regarding the latter, you were so right in assuming the illustration 

of the gourd arbor resemble the local one, five or six sections 

wide and about a block long, I guess, I thought 

the article on the ex-Welfare children in Louisiana excellent 

and I'm delighted to have had an opportunity to *'ead it. Oddly 

enough, regarding mention that the MewYork imes, up to Saturday 

l a st past, had not come out for any candidate, this morning 

the radio carried the news that the ^imes./iad at long last made up 

its mind and, surprisingly enough, for our side, although 

it must be confessed that a day or t wo ago, while campaigning 

in t the Illinois area, Mr, Kennedy is said to have made vast use 

of the Times so that today's gesture on the part of that paper 

may well be said to have been a sign of appreciation even though 

the advertising the paper got in the land of the''hioago Tribune 

by the candidate had nothing to do actually with the 

decision on the part of the Times, 

bhile I think of it, let me respond to your inquiry as 
to whether the scrapbooks h a ve come back home as yet, x he answer 
is But Mo, As I recall, it was a cold day when they left 
here, perhaps in March, and I w a s assured by the merchant 
planter they would be microfilmed .and back again within three days, 
r,nd here it is October, 

And speaking of the scrapbooks and the microfilming 
reminds me of Gene Watson who engineered the microfilming ruse. 
Tonight the annual Chamber of Commerce will name him as 
Man of the Year and Thelma Kyser as Woman of tire Year, I 
have already written him a letter of congratulation although 
the diniMr is still in progress and the honorees haven't as yet been 
ann^iced which is just another w ay of saying the local grapevine 
is' working very nicely, * t 


She 
tonig i 
had b< 


I had to laugh in my beard this afternoon when Carmen called me. 


was what might be r deecribed as alum,^.She.never mentioned , 
ght’s dinner but I could somehow instinotwelyjeel, that sh 
been workiug her grapevine, too, and had resented what she 


fieard fo\ 
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October 28th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


matter of so much concern for such a .prolong time will begin its 
completion. I can readily imagine how little Miss Lee in 
particular and many other people in general will sigh with 
relief when the motors begin spinning and the final American 
part of the story will have been completed. 

I appreciate your kindness in letting me know the news from 
the old country. I find it rem arkable as one frequently has 
a n opportunity to reflect on the phenomenon wherein one member 
of a family whose health has always seemed delicate keeps right 
on going while the other, so often a picture of health, is the 
first to buckle. It goes without saying I shall 
always be enchanted to hear further news as it comes to hand. 

1 find myself wondering a bout the offspring, too and wondering how 
the same fares and if it is likely he will emulate his parents 
and do as much traveling as they did when his age. 

You will enjoy the letter from Mrs. Spinks which you will 
agree, is excellent. I must have told her about the 
clerk in town who asked if if I might be the retired seaman. 

Mat rally I shall answer the letter forthwith and recommend book writi 
be undertaken forthwith. If she can write a book with 
the same verve as she penned the letter, it ought to be 
equally excellent 

I got quite a bit of hoeing done this afternoon and 
loved the pungent, clean odour of the good clean earth. 

I s\all bestir myself on the morrow before sun-up and 

set out a few hundred onions which ought to make* 

quite a pretty line about the parterres, just inMde 

the rows of turnips My friends, the rabbits, adore 

onions, of course, and I shall be appreciate of their good work 

in nibbling on the regimented rows to keep them from 

getting too perfect ( 

an attempteH holisp 1 ne&r*branci ecore°ak a'gambling fiouMe^satd 
to be frequently now a)id then by the merchant-planter. A nd 
now must stop and get to work. My day hasbeen so happy, 
thanks to Saturday ' s post from Lyme . 


ne, that Governor Daw 
had received 


seeing me jor uvo - -</ * 

She might. She came at 2 and remained unt. 
John wanted to come down but was tied up w, 
get away. She asked if L would see him am 
Sunday afternoon. I would. 

t seems Sylvan Friedm a n, a State Sen, 
of-Louisiana's Civil *ar Centenniel Commis 
q 0 ne to John who is on the State Board and 
him what to do. John had told him they bo 
to see if they couldn t see me.I think Is 
be able to give them a hand, outline Louis 
participation and at the same time provide 
permanent benefits and perhaps provide one 
akaat least a couple of good con r a 
li{ honor, John will get the crea 

m# anonimU^ 

I wish you could^^^^kthe,ba.'3ket 
cfieS 3^ U spScia^ ,l 3ausag'ei^^o^^mad9^i^e^eSe 

a half gallon of ice xsream and heaven know 
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Sunday, Ootober 30th, 2960 


Memorandum^ 


the rains came J'riday night and kept go\ng for 
24 hours, spreading 3 inches of rain across the cotton fields, 
the pecane orchards and the gourd trellises. Tomorrow the cotton fi 
will see ’nobody but there will be plenty of people in the 
orchards. As for the trellises, they gave up 22 
heavy gourds that had fallen on the ground, 1 oday it has been 
fair enough but a wind rushed down from the ice cakes 
around three o'clock this afternoon, snapping off quite 
a few banana stalks and tonight the thermometer 
stands in the lower 40's, The forecast for Monday 
is fair and*cold, 

On Saturday , mong I thought the time perfect for 
the greeting of flowers for Madam Regard, It 
seems as though ohraamthemums pop up in every quarter 
at thisseason of theyear in this locality and so I 
recalled the lady was exceedingly fond of carnations and 
I ordered a nice fat bunch of pink ones, beautifully 
set °SS with appropriate trimmings and had them 
delivered at the hospital so that she might have them 
on Saturday evening when she was expecting people to 
visit her, and thus be able to enjoy them with,t hem and at 
the same time have a reminder of little Miss Lee that . 
would carry through Sunday and Monday and Tuesday, I 
gather the lady was delighted and her daughter wept this noon 
when she told me about the §ift and the lady who sent them 
and the word, Affectionately , that acoompahied them, I 
understand the daughter penned a line,of acknowledgement to Lyme 
on Sunday morning and proposed to mail same in town this 
afternoon so 1 reckon you may have seen it before , 
this rm memo reaches your true hand. Madam Regard s 
son-in-law wh$ ’s eldom remarks upon finer points remarked 
at dinner today that "that sure was nicq of that lady 
o do that, wasn t it?" and both his wife and I agreed, 

Saturday's post was fairly heavy, made up in large measure 
of -requests for tours, use of the library, etc. ,all of 
which I have disposed of and shall no urden the mail w ith 
same, I was quite taken aback by a note from 
the widow Jeanmard which I shall send along la.ter for I 


was told by the cook tonight that she was "studying about 
going over to Houston for the week end,, leaving tonight, 

I felt quite secure, thanks to lRelm a '3 largesse 

Thelma told me she thought Rosalyn h a d sold theAswell cemetery 
couple of weeks b a ck, “oiflfyn wq^so doped up she was definitely 
out of her head. 1 'helma had had^a doctor go around to see 
her and between them, they had succeeded in pers^&Jg d osalyn 
to go to the hospital last u unday• A call fromMthat place t 
indicates she is much improved and even is considering going 
over to Georgia to visit her mother. Poor Rosalyn , —everything 
b way of tallent and nothing by way of happiness, The 
doctor, I believe, suspects she gets her dope from drug salemen 
but isn't sure. '*hat a pity such a giftedperson should be made 
worthless by narcotics . 

This morning's picayune reports the death yesterday in 
New rleans of Lois Lester. I shall have an obituary 
to send along within a few days. The paper gives her age 
as 70 or 71, I forget which, and it doesn't matter. 

Carmen thought her to be a little older. One thing is 
certain, she wasn't of last year's hatching since she 
was the 1912 Queen of Mardis Gras herq was something 

nbout the w a y she put on her hats that somehow brought to mind 
the G a insborough rendition of the Duchess of Devonshire and 
she certainly had some of the famous Duchess 's beauty, only 
I like to think of the Duchess as being jU3t a little 
prettier and a little dumber but quite a lot more 
filled with hum a n affectipn. Perhaps I should 

h a ve said that 1 hoped the ^uchess was ~ little kindlier all a rounc 

1 o illustrate my point, I must confess I doubt if the 

Duchess ever did much in the basse-cour’jj but 

Lois made turkey raising a hobby. What di stressaA^me about 

this was the approved housing of the turkey whj^^^^their days ot 

no firmer foundation thanchickenwire which mUs^^f^Kbeen terribL j 

uncomfort ble since the bfrfWtfiifjMLttwir pens were perhaps 

3 feet from the ground aivj^fajd/^rtogether much like 

subway ri.ders out <&£2%vi^^oquare in the five o'clock 

rush,. To spend c J&fetimein such a situation would strike 

me yje both boring a nd painfull 'but, for aLl I know, the 

turkeys didn't mind. One thing is certain, Lois wouDdn t 

have minded if they had. .•••••• 
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want to hold it for her first name and her home address. 

Jji her note site refers to my kind letter to her and 
because her husband was so fond of me, she hopes the friend¬ 
ship may be transferred to her. You see I 
wrote Joel Fletcher who always f agreed with me that 
Lionel was a grand guy. I don t recal just 
what I said to Joel but it was something to this effect : 

* DearFriend, In Lionel's passing, you and I have lost 
a ture friend and the world a grand soul. When *•you and 
I are together, we sltall commune on this matter. J. n . is 
up to his hips in pecanes while I am bogged down in vegetable 
gardening but if you get up this way before snow flies, you 
will drop in and we can take up the thread there. 

Affectionately, etc." 

c 

It is obvious from the letter of the widow Jeanmard 
that the President of Southwestern must have sent my note to 
him to the widow-lady and somehow she god: the impression that 
it was addressed to her and sent in core of Dr. Joel. I wince 
every time I think of her eading about J. a . whom she doesn t 
kno beinQ up to, his hips and so on, incorporated 

in a letter which she must think is one of condolence to her. Misere. 

In the matter of the selection of the Man of the Year 
for Natchitoches, it seems that there was a deal of 
politicking which I haven’t been able ti figure out as 
yet but shall do and pass along my findings 
eventually. It was decided and by whom I know•not that 
Dr. Eugene Watson should receive the award and that decision apeared 
final up almost to the time of the announcement 
at the Chamber of u ommerce dinner but then something 
happened and Norman Fletcher was named instead. Cousin Arthur 
who is Eugene's brother was .entertaining the'■Govenor 
prior to the dinner. Tlie r estoration of M ort Jean B a ptiste 
has been “ugene's pet project and various interested 
parties are fishing around for fifty thousand dollars out of 
State funds to get the restoration started. It was agreed 
that with the "overnor present and being shWon the I. 3. Willard 
model of the fort, Eugene would be named man of the year be¬ 
cause of his interest in the restoration and the ovenor would 
be persuaded that he should give a favorable nod to this undertaking wh 
the community, by its endorsement of “ugene as The Man, would 
feel property mo.ved. Well, b ousin Arthur entertained th 
Governor prior to the dinner, the Dillard model was examined and then 
the announcement came at the dinner that not "ugene lfu Norman 
was crowned, it is all quite surprising and it will be 
interesting to learn what really happened between "the cup and 

xhe ltP H -.-i— 


Monday, October 3 1st, 19 60. 


Memorandum- 

Clear and cold with the promise of a frost in some places 
tonight. u hen I heard the thermometer had dropped below 
zero, 1 was glad that the place was Colorado and that I 
wasn't there. 


But Colorado is next to 
when my friends from the town 
dropped in for a brief Howdy. 


is next to Wyoming and I was delia 
om the town of Gaspar or Caspar, 1 


hted 

forget which, 


They were quite enthusiastic about jet. travel, 
explaining that they can now leave their Wyoming home 
where they summer and find themselves at their 
Hawaii place within 5 or 7 hours. One of their sons 
who is establishing New England College, of J. 1 names, in 
Australia, is only 15 hours from them when they 
are in Hawaii so that nobody in the family group 
ever seems very xs remotely situated, the one 
from the, other. 

> 

x hey mentioned some guests at their Morning place strolling 
out the other day from the rafich house and returning again 
within 25 minutes after having brought down two bucks. 

How long it takes to stroll out and b a g a couple 
of turtles from their Hawaiian home, I didn't ask. 

£>ut the killing part of the whole business is the fact that 
finding themselves in possession of so many advantages, 
including the Hawaiian establishment, they are heading 
southward by car to spend khYistmas inFlorida. 

I have no doubt that if imoy should fall in love with 
lorida and close theirfyfiawaiian place in favor of Palm Beach 
or sqme such place, tjrty would undoubtedly decide to 
spend their winters 'on the Riviera or at Rio de Janero 
or almost any place, just so long as it was far 
away and could bq readily reached by jet, 

In short, they are lovely people but I must 
confess, like so winy others we know, they a re bound to 
■ fe a little light in the head so far as this mania 
for gadding about is concerned. 
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Tuesday, November 1st, 19 60 


Memorandum 


( A perfectly lovely day but a little cool, Somehow 
it s one of those times when a visitor from an o titer planet, just 
landed, could easily be persuaded it is spring and 
the rents appearing among the leaves are merely places that will 
be, filled in sho tly as the leaves attain their full growth. 

The surprise of the day came a little after 1 o'clock this 
noo-n- when I responded to an unfamiliar voice of the 
gallery. And while the calendar certainly indicated the 
month to, be November, the person declared herself to be none 
other than June, She had a girl friend with her whom 
she thought would like to see the place but she was mistaken be¬ 
cause the girl friend had seen pecanea on the trees and hoped to 
find some on the ground, 'The concentration remained in that 
line of endeavor which suited me to a T, June spoke of her 
marital difficulties but seems resigned to them. 

She mentioned la Montespan and asked if I had seen her lately „ I 
had not. She said she was sorry that she had been w\th her "that 
night" when they were driving around and la ^ontespan had insisted 
on coming here and that she appreciated I had never let Iter 
husband know about it. She was well behaved and seemed 
kindly disposed toward me but after they had filled the 
paper sack I had given them to hold pecanes, I did not try to 
disco rage them when they said it was time for them to be going. 
Perhaps a minute, perhaps two minutes after they had headed down 
the road. Ban came from the opposite direction and■ 
therefor ■> lid n~i\S" them. The clerk had seen them but I 
doubt if he imparted the information to the husband, and that was 
that, «. • 


News about Rosalyn's doings isn't good. Celeste 
saw her in the corridor at the hospital on 1 ' riday, 

Rosalyn (told her she had fallen from a ladder and was at 

the hospital recuperating, °'he was heading toward the lobby 

and went out, got into her station wagon and drove off. The 

hospital, feeling responsible for her, was in a tizzy to catch up 

with her. It is said, however, a she is now staying at 

her own home, Thelma 'phoned her on Saturday, suggesting 

she have lunch with, her and John at the college, immediately 

after church on Sunday, They saw her in a rear pew when they 

entered but she was gone when the service was over. All three 

attend the Episcopal Church, Tjjhelma got her on the 

'phone in mid afternoon, inviting her to run in for supper, — 

Rosalyn spends much time in the hotel* lobby. She accepted the 

invitation but never did sh,ow up A year ortwo ago, when 

Roslyn was on a tear and her uncle was here from Georgia, he asked 

Thelma to call him if ever she felt Rosalyn needed him 

or ^osalyn 's mother, 1 should think Thelma would do well to 

put through a call Carmen, whom I do not believe on most 

subjects, says the Aswel'l home is just about bear or bare 

what with Rosalyn having sold or pawned stuff but how 

Carmen would know anything about the home or where the stuff 

has gone or how, 1 wolildu t know, Rosalyn has 

always.claimed she is afraid of the dark, keeps all lights 

burning thro ighout the hHgrkt and girl firends, such as 1 helma, 

are afraid to go out to the 1^*3 e, day or night, fearful that Rosa'ly } 

being drugged up, might takelKpot shot at them. It's 

a pitiful case and especially so*in view of all of M osalyn's 

gifts, - painter, pianist. writer.a'nd withal a 

charming person when not "coked up". 

Celeste took off early this morning for ¥dusura and will 
remain there for two or three days, She explained ^ast night 
that she really didn't want to go but her mother want'ed her to and 
"I sells that likes .done bought it", to borrow an 
ancient pi^rase. 

Today I found 20 more big gourds on the ground 
and what with quite a breeze stirring tonight for the Old Witch to r i 
i'll probably find more on the morrow .. 


Half an hour later, Blythe and Joan appeared and sat 
for an hour or so She had gone to school with Lois, — D lythe 
had, and said she thought her.so attractive but found that 
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Wednesday, November 2nd, I960. 


like most other people she has known who were born in Hew Orleans, 
Lois always thought that fact g a ve her the right to give orders to 
everyone born beyond the city limits, leading me to conclude 
thatLois and Blythe never hit it off together too well. 

I wps glad to talk with her a bout Lionel whom Blythe 
knew. Madame Jeanmard was Catherine iitmons, daughter of 
Dr. Simmons of Alexandria who was Dr. Band's partner for a 
number of years and so those two girls were well acquainted also. 

I did not mention the widow Seanmard s letter to me. 

‘the mail brought me something I never had before when the 
postman handed me two letters from Natchitoches, —both 
of them being invitations to the Alvin Deblieux' s daughter's 
wedding. 1 he day s post was fairly heavy and, after 
seating a secretary in the ch a ir at my , desk, I sat in 
the red leather armchair just behind and from that vantage 
point threw some letters in one heap, some in another and 
placed the trash, including t/te two wedding invitationson the flat 
top of the gas, heater hard bye. I picked up the other 
letterp but left the trashy stuff and forgot they were 
there until the post sun-down chill impelled me to 
touch a match to the heater which, aftqr a few* minutes gave off 
a scent of smouldering paper. Lt didn t burn them completely 
but they certainly look like an evil omen for the impending 
nuptials . 

I am penning these lines a little later than 
usual because I listened for too long on a 
Hatchitoches broadcast of the 55 Amendments on which 
voters will be asked to approve or disapprove on iiext '-Tuesday. 

Mrs. Walker, Cousin*rthur and Senator Friedman handled the business 
and it was pretty dull subject matter, 1 must say, although 
both ttr3. Walker and^’ousin Arthur were able to knject 
a bit of comic belief although ^ylvavt^riedman was-as 
dull as the professional politician he is. "hy the 
thing was conducted in the Court House instead 
_of the radio sta i on, I know not. Perhaps there was a crowd to 
be'considered. Off hand, 1 can think of nothing more 
ridiculous that asking the electorate to pass on 55 Amendments, the 
vast majority of which pertain to things about which voters outside 


Memorandum : 


a limited area 
of voters ever 


know absolutely nothing and care less. Only 14 percent 
bother to vote for an Amendment anyway which shows how 


silly it is to submit such things to the public instead of settling 
the matters concerned through Legislative action in the first place• 
now ■ L must fold . 


Lovely Indian ^ummer weather. 


Celeste returned from Mdnsura and while nothing was 
said about any dancing in the streets, she appprantly was s atisfied 
with festivities in the graveyard where things were busy 
in observing All Saints Day and over the coffee cups in private 
homes where she visited. ,, 

And mention of the graveyard reminds methat 
Sudie Laughton s husband died today. Two or three people 
in mentioning the event continued in almost 
identical words' 


"He was such a nice man and Sudie is such a bag, 


Buv even the bags seem to have soul companions and 
I suppose Sudie has her share although at the moment 
the only one I know is little u ormon of theBriarpatch. 

Olive Long Vooper used to be a Sudie buddy but they 
finally fell out in the wake of their concerted 
drive against the city in the matter of decorat ing . 
the magnolia at Christmas time along the river front. 

J. H. spent the day in Shreveport, called in 
to give moral support to his sister in the current 
divorce squabble. There seems to have been 
a transferal of a couple of hundred thousand dollars 
pn the part of the husband to someone or other with a view 
to eliminating it in the^division of property J. H. 
looks so tired these da , it seems to me a great pity 
he has to be drawn into all the wrangle going 
on in Shreveport. 

Reverting to the h awton thing before x forget it, Mr. Lawton 
got a large loan from the People's the other day. If 

it was insured, Sudie can keep the money, according to 
Lester Hughes, without eyer h a ving to pay it back I don't 
understand that %t a ll but ,30 it seems to be, but if the loan 
wasn t insured, °udie, instead of b e ing"all sot" will have 
to gtve up whatever property there is’vo satisfy the loan. 


ie, instead ofbeing" a ll sot" will have 
property there is'to satisfy the loan. 
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On the Aswell front, Rosalyn was in the ospital 
in the morning but in the afternoon she flew out to attend to 
some business, s she explained by telephone after she had left, 
nobody had been able to locate her during the afternoon or pu up to 
10 o'clock tonight • Her uncle is supposed to a rrive from 
Georgia on the morrow ,to take her back there with 
him • Rosalyn was told of this plan and seemd to 
think it a good one but the fact that she has vanished makes 
people like x helma who has done so much for her h a ve misgivings, 
Therefore, if^osalyn doesn t turn up by morning, the police 
will be notified and a search will be made in hopes site may 
be located before her uncle arrives . I'm glad her son, 

Melvin Douglas, jr., is still teaching mathematics in Oopenhagan 
and I hold the thought that news of his mother s performances 
may not seep through to Denmark, It seems to me I heard 
something about Melvin ^ouglas, senior, being in MewOrleans 
recently but that was before he was soing the commercials 
for Vestinghouse during the broadcasting of the political 
campaigns in July, Whether Melvin and n osalyn communicated, 

, , following their divorce, I know not but I assume each would 
naturally be interested in the career of the other in viewof 
all that had gone before • *oor Rosalyn, possessed of so 
many splendid potentials should have to be going through 
all the trials that must be Iters 

as of now and in the days ahead until, let us hope, 
she gets rehabilitated in&eorgia with her people once 
more , 


During the past couple of days, the plantation has 
again switched its attention from pecan es to cotton 
and perhaps this may explain whey 1 got quite an unexpected 
assortment of ex-secretaries this evening, Pecane gathering is paid 
at the end of e a ch day, providing much gri3t for 
the local honkey-tonks within minutes payments are made. 

In t(»e case of gathering cotton, however, 3Uch 
accounts aren t settled until t^e end of the week and from 
this I conclude the ex-secretaries may be feeling the cotton pinch 
after the little season of pecane largesse, 

There weren't too many interr ptions today and so 
I was able to plant all the parterres with thousands of onions 
which,,within a couple of weeks, along side the triangles of 
mustard, turnips and the like, ought to present quite 


J/Ouemoer lanascaye • ... „„ 


Thursday, November 3th, 1950, 


Memorandum• 

The grand weather continues . 

I was glad tp notice a picture of Thelma and Horman 
on the front page of this week's Enterprise, sandwiching in 
one Jimmy Davis, I don't recall if you have seen 
a likeness of Thelma before. 

Her inordinate exertions during the past few°days 
to get Rosalyn on the right track seem to have induced 
a headache that kept her flattened out today, Rosalyn, 
in the mean cime, has not been located. It is thought 
she may have gone to some motel anywhere between here 
and ^Alexandria or Shreveport, Her people, T suppose her 
uncle, was scheduled .to .arrive here during the afternoon but 
whether he arrived or not and whether they ever caught up . 
with Rosalyn, I know not. Gossip has it that it is supposed 
Rosalyn 's occasional registration for a night at one motel 
or another instead of going home was based on the probability 
thata tiotel might be among the more convenient places 
to transact busniess in"snow", 

I talked with Ann "illiams Britton this evening. She 
says her new daughter whom she named E'leanore after the lady doctor 
is doing just fine. She had quite a lot to s ay about 
politics and as she and 'rs. Jimmy Davis are on quite 
friendly, terms and as they spent the evening together last 
Thursday night and as Mrs,Davis is said to have much influence 
over her husband, one may conclude that the u overnor's heart 
i3 not much in the special legislative session he called 
for tomorrow, *ex>arantly StatesRightes politicians put on 
pretty strong pressure • 


I was glad to learn that the arch firebrand of States Rights 
and anti-racial legislation, Senator Rflinach, has had 
"something like a nervous breakdown " whatever that may mean, 
and that his physicians think he will pro&a>ly never be 


9 
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November 4th, 19 60 


Memorandum : 


India » Summer continues . It is a little warmer 
and we are promised rain along about Monday, 


very active again politically and, to my way of thinking, 
that is excellent news, even though there will be plenty 
of other hill-billies to step into his shoes. 

The Shreveport radio this noon reported that while 
H, L. Hunt has admitted to having sponsored sending out 
anti-Caiholic literature in July, he has now 
"seen pie light" and is favoring Senator Kennedy s 
election, ,n . L. Hunt is such a bag that I conclude 
he has simply picked up the Kennedy banner to distract 
people investigating his other political doings, 

I assume that in reality, H, L. Hunt is not anti-Catholic 
since his money bags are said to have been at the 
disposal of the late Senator from Xiscanin and or but 
since they were and since Hunt seems to be awfully 
isolationist, among other things, it certainly sounds 
odd to hear him say he is now supporting the 
Senator from ^assachusietts . 

Th.e Natchitoches Times in an editorial today came 
out in f a vor of the States Righters and urged their readers 
to support that crackpot collection of cheap 
politicians for, as Charles set forth in his editorial, 

"we cannot support either Kennedy or Nixon", 

The Rocket USho recently remarked her monthly telephone 
bills were running around $130,00 , —did I say monthly, 
must be tightening her belt on that£.ine of expenditures 
4 nd at the same time conserving postal spending, too, at 
least so far as this bend of the riv\* gees. She had decided 
to take pecane gathering shots for tl\“orld of Clementine 
Hunter this past week or rather this current week but 
here it‘ is Thursday night and no sign 6f camera men or 
directress, Perhaps she has whisked Clenetjine ffunter away 
into some new world since the artist doesn t seem to be 
responding to teleohone rings that sound on my instrument 
when she gets callj. ^ fob myself, I am as pleased 
with the barren stage for I h a ve plenty to claim my 
attention without getting tangled up in films . 


L'affaire Aswell continues and the 
dominant note remains the same s —Cherchez 
la femme", A representative of Rosalyn '3 family 
arrived from Georgia last night. In company with 
a lawyen, the representative drove out to Rosalyn's 
home but they found no oe, *hey tried again this 
morning but had no better luck, I suppose 
Rosalyn may be in a motel in some neighboring community 
but that is merely a guess in an attempt to account 
for something n bout which I — a nd apparantly 
everybody else knows nothing, . 

In town, under a dazzling sun, they buried Sudie Lawton's 
husband ^ In the country, under the same dazzling 
sun, the whole population concentrated 
on gathering pecanep, ranging their activities over 
miles on the plantation from the river bottoms of 
the Red, Little and Cane Rivers to the 
hills of Montrose, iHiether it w a s the 
ozone or the desire to round up as much cash 
as possible, everyone stuck to the task until dark, 
after which each workers sacks had to be weighed and 
all the workers paid &f . Pecane gathering is paid for 
at the end <j/ each day, for some reason, but cotton 
picking isn t paid for until the end of the week. 

And the impulse to round up casl 1 prob a bly stems from 
ail impulse to hustle off to a dance at the 
honkey-tonk. My mail was fairly plentiful today but 
obviously no secretaries would have time for anything 
but sna^hing at their pecane money and rushing 
off in the dark to get rigged up for the frolio. 

Tomorrow cash will be less plentiful and until 
nigh descends more leisure to do secretarial work, 

. *J — » 

I talked with I, S. Willard tonight . 
just back from a couple of weeks around the State, 
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for it seems there are lots 0 / new houses on the mamet 
inBatonRouge and Kay is anxious to have one, James 
seemed a little worried, I, S, ‘Hllard seemed 
a little worried, too, because, in spite of the 
time that has elapsed since Kay's •operation, she 
continues suffering from severe pains at the 
spot or around the spot where the operation was 
performed • 

• 

Kay spoke with enthusiasm about the mother of 
her god-child who got tired of being worried 
about domestic-affairs and flew off to Europe for a 
vacation, I, &. Willard and I agreed that even 
if Kay should experience such an impulse, Europe 
at the moment wouldn't have much to offer Kay who 
doesn t seem worried about anything * We further agreed, 
however, that the last person who would (travel really ought 
to and that is James, I, S, Willard thought a trip 
to Manhattan would do him a world of good. With 
his inquiring mind, it certainly would offer him 
stacks of interesting things to speculate a bout but 
like a European trip for Kay, so a Manhattan trip 
for Wames would be successful only, it seems ^to me, 
if each were accompanied by someone like I, S, "illard 
or possibly me sinoetjlfLch of them would miss 
a lot of windows through which they should gaze all along 
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Sunday, November 6th, I960. 


M emorandum : 

_ • I '«> *' ' ' * C _ 

Our Indian Summer c ontinues, the air a little cooler, the 
sky a little bluer and the osone just.a little more 
bracing. 

Carmen 'phoned me this morning to s ay that 
she had gone into the hotel coffee shop for 
an eye-opener after church this morning and had bumped 
into Rosalyn, her mother and her uncle. Where 
and ,when they had found Rosalyn, she didn't know although 
she chatted with them for a few minutes before going on 
her way. She said Roalyn's face look a little swollen 
and she appeared v a guely untidy • Rosalyn explained that when 
she and James had built their house 38 years ago, 
they hadunwisely put in concrete floors and 
it had occured to her the other day that if she were 
to fall on same and break her hip, she might be unable 
to summon help for quite- a time and accordingly she was 
thinking of accompanying Iter mother and uncle back to 
Georgia for a visit, That excuse seems to be as good as any 
and I hold the thought that this may see the end of the 
Aswell matter in this Parish until Rosalyn 
has , been restored to perfect health a t least. 

Along abou-t an hour after dark last night, 
the Wenks blew in. Sister, daughter and Lloyd, 

She had had J, R,. order a new car for her and, as it had 

arrived in the afternoon, she had been notified and so had 

come down to pick it up, I am delighted 

to say that 1 did not see any of them last night but 

this morning a little after 7, the daughter tapped at 

my door to say her mama-was at the big house and had some 

cake for me, I accordingly went over and 

as coffee was being poured, I drank a cup with the 

lady. 


"Lloyd wants to have a b a by", she began, and of ter this 
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somewhat unexpited announcement, rushed on to 
say Ijhat although he hasn t finished his education and 
hasn t a ny job, he has decided he wants to have a 
b a by~and has found a prospective mother just to his liking. 
According to Sister, the prospective bride is much older 
than Lloyd, in fact the girl is 21 years old. 

Inasmuch os Lloyd was a baby when I came here the second tim 

in %939,'it would seem to me that Lloyd 

can t be too far from equalling the prospective 

bride in the number of years each can claim but I'm 
a poor mathematician and perhaps the span of 
years between 19Z9 and 19 60 makes Lloyd 
only 5 or 6 years of age which seems to be _ftout right 
as measured by his mental attainments. Sister 
further explained that since Lloyd does want to work, they 
were s ending him to a psychiatrist to see what's wrong with 
I gather i\ei-ther parent has ever suspected that Lloyd is 
simply lazy but I am under the impression the 
psychiatrist ca» come up with something much more 
complicated to bring the value of his services into line 
with the si 2 e of his bill for professional 
services' rendered, 

Saturday's post w,as heavy enough, especially 
with catalogues from wine houses, dealers in fancy 
groceries and such like, I thought the letter 
from Mrs. Spinks entertaining as usual. She 
sent me a pound cake and some pickks a while b a ck, wlxich 
I thought very kind of her. ‘They were excellent. 

I thought her husband's story about the slaughter 
of the poultry hilarious., A. while bnck I had 
suggested that she jot down the stories about 
her grandfather and said that from 
the references to him in a recent letter, I should 
imagine a title for such a volume might be 
something like "Mr. Harrison andGod Almighty". 

Mr. Harrison or whatever her grandfather '3 name was, struck 
me, from the thumbnail sketches she had written of him, 
was one of those people who are forever laying down the 
Divine Law a»d then calling on God to subscribe 
to them, /ience the suggestion that the a arrison name come fi 

f liked the letter from James. I do wbxttx 
think it odd I refer so infrequently to her health .. 


Memorandum • 

Fair but a little chilly. 

••I am forever running into names of towns 
I'ne'Jer heard before whenever I tune in on almost 
ax y old radio s tation. Twice this e veiling I 
encountered the same new name on radio broadcasts from 
two adjoining States, Texas and Ark a nsas. E a ch turned up 
in reporting an acciedent on Statexi Island, —a train and 
school bue argument with the i ran apparanntly winning. 

And the name of the town that was new to me was reported 
by both announcers as New Drop. Of New Dorp I have heard, 
of course, but New M ro p wa8 something else a»<2 I'm _ f 

delighted to share it with you although * must confess it isn t 
much. 

Ann Williams Britton called me this afternoon 
to say she and Jack have to skip down to Alexandria tomorrow 
and asked if they might stop off to see me on their way back 
a nd borrow, ~imagine borrowing, some gourds since 
Ann is supposed to submit an'arrangement of some kind 
for some sort of a flower show, the purpose of which seems 
to be to demonstrate how attractive arndom odds and ends may 
be brought forth if properly arranged. She said she didn't 
h a ve much time for casting about and had though of using 
some gourds'Itx her desperation. 

I think she was quite taken a-back when I offered 
to help her but by way of a d^b of legerdemain, explaining 
thatBlythe had made me a dried flower business, couched in 
a gourd and that if she waited to borrow it and not tell her 
associates, I would lend it to her fj>r the show, therebye saying 
Jxer a lot of time and energy, neither one of whic.h she should 
• exoend on the thing. As the idea took hold, she became 


l 
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On Saturday a fterndon, Hat brought me some people but 
as Ue left before they did, I didn't get a chance to talk 
much with him. Over the coffee cups this morning, Celeste 
sais something 2 bout Pat and Juanita B, going to NewYork 
but an interruption prevented her from elaborating, I 
must call Juanita B, on the morrow and see what 3 cooking. 

As 1 recall, their 'wedding anniversary is November 13th and 
perhaps they are going on another homnyymoon •• I 
shall touch on this at a subsequent sitting • • 

I suppose one of the distinctions of this Presidential 
election is the numberof voters who are still 
reporting they haven't made up their minds as yet. All 
I can say is that if they really haven't, they prob a bly 
never will. This reminds of of the retired overseer 
who always has been and still is pretty much on the tipsy 
side most of the time although he either doesn't show his 
condition too much or else one is so accustomed to his 
state that one takes it a s normal. He spends most of 
the day light hours parked on the gallery of’the store and therefo 
next door to the pecane house where the voting goes on. 

Such pr ximity to a voting machine which is 
never very busy anyway would seem to en a ble the man to 
cast his vote fairly early but such in not the case. 

On the last go-round, pretty well a2ontj in the afternoon, 
he was winding his way down the road toward his house, a 
little below the garden and was asked if he had voted • 

"Hopenot yet," was his prompt reply,•••"haven't 
made up my mind yet who to vote for,,,,,,' 

y 

Whenteker he ever made up his mind before the polls closed 
a n hour or so later, I never did ask, 

in the world. 


November 8th, 19 50 


Memorandum: 


Cloudy and mild with a promise of r ain on 


the morrow 


I am writing at 10 tonight, giving 
the radio a rest and the vote tabulators an opportunity 
to catch up with their work • From all the talk 1 have heard 
thus far, it would appear to me both candidates 
are running side by side and 1 suppos9*we shall have to 
wait until the big States indicate their preference before we 
can really tell which candidate has an edge, if cany, on the 
other. 


I find it paradoxical that Ed, Murrow should have 
been flattened out with a touch of pneumonia at just 
the time in a four year period when he prob a bly counted most 
on being at the microphone• 

, I have been listening to CtfS and am pussled by the 
voice of Bill Downs which doesn t sound like the Bill 
Downes T have always heard on CBS, He seems to be taking 
care of the mid West section of the voting and ha3 spoken 
several times in .a voice thc^t I should never have recognised . 

I h a ven 't heard -anything a bout any tonsil or larnyx operation 
but it appears to me there must have been some physical 
alteration ,to have produced the unnf a miliar tone that 
seems to be his tonight • 

, I was glad, to see Ann V, Britton .this a fternoon, ^he 
had young Sam Hill's wife with her, + he.y had 
been to Alexandria and Ann was bringing b a ok four hundred 
dollars worth of dresses on approval from which Ora 
will make a selection for herself in anticipation of attending 
some kind of a social gathering this week end. 


1 As though there 1 oeren t enough confusion 
I have come up with mother item to add to 
the scuffling . 'i/hat I have in mind lias to do with 
night light saving, as opposed to day light saving. 

It came about this way. tonight's news reports that 
because of time diff erences, -Alaska's polls will not 
be aloiing tomorrow night until 2 a.m, our time. 

As I understand it, it's dark most of the 24 hours a t 
this season of the year in Alaska • If this be so, I can't 
see as it would make muc h difference to the voters 
in that State if they cast their b r .llotssomeiohat earlier so 
that it would bring them into line with Washington, 

Oregon and California so that t a Vulajtion3 would-be. + 

completed at a a bout the same time• Jn* ^ws $ulletm didn t 
report the time difference between the West oost 
andHawaii but e ven though it be light m j h 

nno tinu then miaht move ahead a little, ^ 00 , 
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Wednesday, November 9th, i960 


Memorandum j 

It rainednearly an inch last night, slacked off 
around 8:30, the clouds remaining, then dymped about three 
and a half inches out of the skies between 10 and 12, 
drizzling during the afternoon and still cloudy tonight. 

1 he temperature was moderate enough but tonight it 
is supposed to slide down to a bout 38 

I talked with I, S. ^ilk rdyesteray . *>he asked if she could 
bring down three people, —a twosome from Shreveport and a lady 
from Quebec, toarr\ve this morning at 9*30. I said that would 
be fine if it didn t rain when the,place would be too bogged down. 
A nd so it rained and so I went on about my business and loL 
at 9.30, 1 4 S. Willard arrived with her guests and S. 

Willdrd, for one, wgs not wearing rubbers. It wasn t raining 

at the moment, and 1 did a sort of slap-dash tour but just 

as we got to lucca as the place we would inspect last, the 

heavens opened. Ttie three guests were h a ving to push 

through a somewhat tight schedule since.they were 

going to Oakland from here and somehow arrive at Hodges Gardens 

to dine with Hodges at noon. Still, the rains came down so migh 

there was no though of leaving until it slackened a little. ^ 

I poured port and everybody s eemed happy and relaxed except I. S.«i 
who was trying to re a ch Lucile by 'phone to edpplain they would 
be a little late reaching O a kl a nd. She u ever did establish 
cont a ct. In t he mean time, the rains, instead of letting up, 
only increased in intensity. It reminded me of the deluge 
of Hovember, 1948. Fin a lly. it was decided they all would 
h a ve to leave regardless. T hey had brought one parasol and 
three raincoats which they had left in their car. 1 provided a 
,raincoat to a young m a n to round up the duffle and lots of 
newspapers and things to cover the perrukes of those who 
had no hoods or parasols. *>y this time the water on 

the ground was a nkle deep. .But go they must and go they did and 
that was the end of that visitation, except for one surprise B got 
when 1 ushered my guests into thq library at the big house where 
I, entering first, fell slap over a n overvsized set of 
bed springs and mattress , 3lap in front of the fireplaoe • 

Everyone was qi nazed to K find such a thing in 3Uoh a place and 1 
was- a d a b rumpled but unhurt by my fall. Later I 


Ann was delighted with Wythe's dried flower arrangement 
a nd took with her to enter the show. Blythe will certainly 
be s rprised if she receies qn award from a show 
of whose existence she doesn t even dream. 

Everybody says B. H. looks haggard and Celeste complained 
at coffee'that he doesn't sleep at night and has 
some difficulty with his breathing although he has no coild. 

He had to chase off to Shreveport again today on 
some Wenk business,although the demands on his time 
here were tremendous, what with transactions resulting from 
the current dual harvest of cotton and pecan.es. 

He was b a c.k for supper and as the other left the t a ble 
before he and 1, B took occasion to speak to him 
hout his health but, as always, he brushed that subject 
off as being of no matter at all, just the way , . 

his mama used to do until one day came when there would or could 
be no more brushing aside of anything. 

H e siad he had tried to get Sister to 
come back with him this afternoon. imagine. Hut, praise 
the Lord, she . declined. He said she w a s in a flurry but 
thouqht she wasn t drinking. I doubt if he can always tell when 
she is or isn't. 0 B asked him if the children were 
about and he said they were but added that they, of course, ms 
of being anyjielp were simply sources of greater 
confusion. e 3 a id he had never seen a family like it and 
never would, fce ble to figure them out. I could 
only add vQj Amen to that observation. i 

I waAk/lad to hear fromRobina and discover 
that sheimapparantly rocking along just fine, it will 
be interesMng to learn what she has to r eport on 
her Thursday Bj*iarwood visit. »~ 

An* nmn t must return to the radio and see if our favorite 
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Thursday, November 9th 


19 60 


Memorandum'. 


Cloudy all day but clearing tonight to 
make possible our first freeze of the year. 

Shreveport is expecting 28 degrees and if that plies 

to this neighborhood, it will be goodbye to 

the I960 butterfly lily and bana plants. I 

regret to say the sky has cleared at least by half ahd 

I conclude I was right today when I put away the electric 

fan for the season. 

The town papers were late in getting off 
the press last night, in consequence whereof we got no 
delivery of same today. I am mailing a section of the 
Mo gran City special issue of some time this autumn when 
that town celebrated its 100th birthday and the newspaper 
got out a special feature issue. I am not sending the 
whole thing which is rather bulky but I am taking out 
the section in which Aunt Willie 1 s article a bout her 
girlhood in that area is recounted. The article, 

I think you will agree, is well turned out and I think 
you will enjoy reading it t 

Come co think of it, I reckon November 11th may well 
be a holiday for the postal boys and if so, this will be the 
last memo to go forward this week. Accordingly, if there s 
a skip in deliveries for a day or two, you will understand. 
I never know when holidays are or are not holidays in 
this State and I hold the thought that there may be 
a trickle of out-go ng mail onSaturday regardless, 
but I doubt it. - 


learned that last a unday morning Sister had sent Lloyd with 
a servant to Cloutierville to pick up the aforesaid springs and 
mattress she.intends taking to Sureveport eventurally and 
the thing, on arriving here, had simply been tossed into 
the library, sl a P in front of the firplace where anyone entering 
the room would be bound to fall over it if one failed to jump over 
same • ^hat a dumb set of bunniesi 

It goes without saying that my unexpected guests and their ten 
to linger awaiting less torrential weather, prevented me 
from getting to the post-office before the m a il had gone, which 
explains.why yesterday's memo and today's will be mailed 
at the same time. 

reckon I scarcely need remark upon my delight over the 
results of yesterday's election. After chatting a dab with 
litt e Miss Lee last night on this keyboard, I rsumed by 
post by the radio. I followed the unexpected waxing 
and waning of political fortunes until „bout 3:30 when 
I dozed off. Awakening at 5, I began paying attention again, 
for I had not turned off the radio at 1, a nd thus was a ble 
to learn a candidate had finally been elected along n bout 
6:15. Like the radio and TV people who 
labored so arduously throughout 1jhe night, I, too, am 


I learned today hat P t and Juan ta took off by plane 
for Manhattan last night and are returning on Sundg or Sunday 
night by plane. They will accordingly h a ve rturned 
before this.memo reaches your true hand. 

The thought occurs to me that I must have mis-dated this 
letter for today must bethe 10th and so this 
note will therefore not go forward until Saturday. 

t 1 3 lucky my head is sewed on or I might be forgetting 
it. 
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I reckon I had been asleep a couple of hours 
last night when "suddenly there cane a rapping, as of someone 
gently tapping, tapping at my chamber door". It 
was the brother of the late Bark v uke. e said 
he had been released from prisonthat morning 
and had passed this way before going to Alexandria 
to live with his sister. Naturally there were lots 
of poin-t a bout which I should have liked to inquire 
but as he had been out of touch with the river for 
so long, it seemed only considerate to help bring 
him up to date on events f He did say that 
life ,qt Angola hadn't been so had and that the work 
wasn t very hard. I thought he looked fine and 
natrually was delighted to do everything I could to make 
his return to society as pleasant as possible I 
must say, however, that I really did sleep soundly, 
once I undertook another go at that line of indoor 
sport forthe election returns of the night before 
had allowed me less that my \fsual allotment of 
complete rest so that 1 didn t awaken until 
5:30 this morning which is somewhat later than 
I begin to s tir . 

Today's Odnetiiver Memo has something to say about Algeria 
and, as has happened in the past, coincidence has 
in news broadcasts underlined the suthe subject which was 
knocked off a week or so earlier and so it seem s to have been 
tonight, with particulars about ah A'lgernian set of 
gangsters in Maris murdering some of their fellow 
countrymen and the President planning to make another 
effort to do something about the whole miserable problem 
of the status of Algeria itself. 

As °ames indicates in his letter, the current members 
of the Louisiana legislature le n ve much to be desired as 
representatives of the saner segment of the State. Naturally 
hill-billy voters beget hill-billy legislators and 
hill-billy legislation tends to exert a dominant 
force in legislative proceedings. There is one mis¬ 
conception nbout relgion in Louisian a that has come to 
the fore on a couple of occasions of late, and especially 
in the wake of uesday's election. For some reason, I 
believe many people living outside the Pelican State believe it 
to be predominantly Catholic whereas it is my under¬ 
standing that in eality Protestants out-number Catholics by 
a substantial majority. Perhaps this is why Louisiana never 
gets a Catholic Governor but perhaps the iihpact of the 
Kennedy election may herald a ohangein the .political 
effect produced by religion or so-called religion, I hope . 


Friday, November 11th, 19 60. 


Memorandum : 

Clear and chilly. At 5 this morning, the 
Natchitoches radio reported the thermometer standing 
at 3 2. A freeze means au revoir to so many sub¬ 
tropical plants that I regretted the appearance 
of brown that would have re-placed the butterfly 
lily stalks, banana leaves and such like but to my 
surprise, they retained their mid summer coloring, leading 
me to assume that there must hav been quite a difference 
between temperatures in the 15 miles spread between here 
and town. . 

Mrs. Walker called me this morning and although 
she maintained a gaiety of spirit, what she had 
to report sounded ominous for the future of The^nterprise. 
"s I understand it, the 'Limes, which has always 
published ads at ridiculously low figures, has 
begun, now that . he has married wealth, to be tending to 
give away advertising space and, reminding one 
of h earst in the old days, can afford, through other 
income, to publish hi% paper at a loss which 
the publishers of The nterprise most certainly cannot do. 
What will come of all this, and when, i3> 
anybody's guess. Cut-throat competition 
of cours 3 is as old as the hills and it would appear 
we are a bout to witness another example of it in 
the local papers. It does seem a pity, however, 
that the good paper should have to go down while 
the other should survive, not on its own merits but 
simply because of a monetary squeeze. 

x he grapevine rattled last night, bringing the 
news that Joe Henry had arrived shortly after dark. 

I saw him at breakfast and he reported that Juanita A. 
would be driving over fromTexas tonight, I 
believe he said schools were open in the Lone Star State 
today, accounting for the lateness of her arrival here. 

Joe expressed surprise on learning that Pat and JuanitaB. 
had flown off to Manhattan. But politics were 
uppermost in his mind and he cornered me in the 
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Sunday, November 13th, 19 60 


#hen she and I bad finished, 'James came on 
HeMprpiicteQ b: good to hear his uoice again. I thought he 
sounded a little husky but he assured me he had no cold 
Cloudy and a ' ' 
ci o uddjMj* i 'bhri^eappyi #■ 

dfa*gId<P*fo c fe¥^‘ 

/i»d 

what — - 

Semite ite mr 


little oji the chill side yesterday but 

Qfmnftpdjnyiiigiii'gi itkrlgAadoith her and I 
bc&nyiafiiitP gtfe&C'Ould never 
cny news on TV on Sunday and-s» didn t know 

Id c Rd\\d lG iiMr£' ift ? d#a£t >MtMP inx>ey&Wd# , yol&dVce stt# broadcast 

■■Pitfg m ihi iWi(P°6tffedV\Pl d iffe ri ng 

_ _ ... ... WFb-PiffifyttfAs ' J ' 

tfriWdrf, 

wtmfh-&>tfhe cJxm&s „e Jiwm 
■p-fad MfrS swewfa rfP*efcA>»eP»taft<Al 
VlW, °tBfk *e'tfn& 1 &>2et i Ml 9 wWt t <3fc 

tftb *2i » 0&>]pW *>< 


office at the store during the afternoon to read me a fioc. 
of political articles from the morning paper which I 
h a d long since heard over the radio, 

My reading machine has been in .need of some tinkering 
of late, merely mechanical jobs requiring no re¬ 
placements and since Joe loves fiddling with such 
things, I set him to work and was enchanted with 
the results, I rand through a page or.two of 
a book 1 have been intending to read for some time, — 
n In Kindly Candor by Edward leeks and found that it 
read so easily that I a m looking forwrad to enjoying 
several pages tonight before folding up. As you know, 
Weeks handled books for TheAtlantic a nd what he has 
to reqall about various authors with whom he has had 
dealing makes excellent reading, %‘he autpbigraphical 
pages are well turned, too, and G s the recording 
i3 in the best of style by one A, Scourby, Esquire, the 


f&vm '<9 d'TilteratfVdntjw jffpe little 
,niMl ^hA&topW&dnOtie on the 14th 
cpjt rtf#? gjtewsfa &$0<am PIK# Wfl pv£ nxpkion 

fiP$r£§tofte4 % nWe tty 1*9*Vo<*D**<*»*, 

I get the impression that all around the State and 

Pa rt Wfy&V'i>H SMdJkprnttp&Ttcyn tyve Atofsttg mje ri ty 

ifatesfPtoeMgfidftuiffltf &}$toh£t'<?n uw#ding rumpus and want 
&bsiliehi 1 &vetoiti§ Mrate&4rQi$hcdMi<ta+4un<ati4otoT,d rktgactduke*sal 1, 
pJhitfa %ftttnsprV(Msie<9dW6l*ect>yf<t*eKeHid4<t$cdm&3. It may 
JtSnik&tbZSilFeat »t btllid&Qn>pt&ehddgi3lators, having 

at ke^m^sutowULlgrbfikpevjittde itkpvb rdless 
SfoiftektPlWqMdMf&n&uJtltittold the thought Washington 
may be equally firm, 

- _r, ■ ».. .jJil . 

AIyih&n§fo\igiityae •mthsrsgvatesrfpprr ojlhUaly I—JkmL^L 
G$}685§aitl9t H a HkVdnighVeahadkaudielawdwt tf fwxqwitk 
d •left 0°rb&&i*g 'ftot VghtaUf&iafVlxtWipgufrand stkietady 
9p8 u $eBe?&$ e i9tt¥*sdld#attc<ttctt )i fr>it Mfie HfctUdipgronB Speaking 
d8Sii*y<i 868§H&a*j9ir 9 dBphmMpKo get it then and 


mm*?Bl9tfi8Kh8d*kiB& tjM ^HriiHviiVgbmeutmpts$hn»ded that 
jfitti*B e et§plVz8f'j''ii$Wn#aliia*th twisted necks, making them 
resemble swan and signet, x he gourds re the type 
exe*pirf? ) ii$ a b4»tae' t ofo r 1>eS9$918afo*iMMean4 0 riMttsd until 
Mi'S Mg , i i) tQe ,JJ bte 8b%ire#HS n l$h5o-bffiitaR a nd$be 
&W C *M*telyS i &Wtni9k1id<jn$a§9$*1l d tVaMrttnbu$ fliiditftire 

fie* #gj*« 1M»<*o4k <I dwiBiythe 

MM9iiMeU neiQMU&J-pHwegtepW'dfVMcWanojiiiesugiment 
W%hW9 1l flM9 u 68 n <* W*en4htsW$g*0f the arrangement 

ift«e*i MSnqUhtoVikMbers, 
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Monday, November 14th, 19 60 


mentioned the book to I, S, Millard when 

speaking with her on the 'phone* She told me one or two things 
about the /Seeks family, not mentioned in the book, 

The author merely mentions New ersey as the home 
of his family, I, S, Millard says the tow i is Elisabeth, She 
mentioned having gone to school with one of the Veeks girls 
and having dined at their home on occeion,,,,in¬ 
terruption ,,,,,, 


Memo rand urn 


Cloudy to partly cloudy and warm, I write 
with windows and doors wide open. We are 
promised warmer weather on the morrow. 


MncW to my delight, the postman brought me a surprise 
package today which I haven't opened as yet, awaiting 
the services of a secretary before doing so, I feel in¬ 
stinctively, however, that little Mi33 Lee, with characteristic 
thoughtfulness a nd generosity, has decorated me with 
a new ribbon a nd I am enchanted, Mdj I express my 
sincere appreciation and say how good it is to know this 
medium, so indispensable for communication, is readily to hand 
when opportunity for use and someone to "thread" it 
coincide , 


I believe I w as talking about the Weeks menage. It seems 
that Edward Weeks, known as Ted <bo his friends, tutored 
a half si3ter of Brenda JF.rqzier , —a debutante of 20 years ago 
qt least, and it was 3he woum he married. On one 
occasion, I, S, "illard said 3he was invited to 
a dinner party at the Weeks home, not for the charm of 
her society, but simply because there were ^nly 
23 and another pe.rson wasneeded to break 
the unlucky number • That sounds just 
like I, S,Millard, 


From tonight '3 radio report, I take it the 
racket in New Orleans today wasn't so great ae it probably will 
be on the morrow ,but, nevertheless, I'm grateful to 
od that it wasn t too noisey today. The Legislature is 
said to be in a perfect tizzy of frustration, hill billies all 
who Oan't see beyond t.eir noses to comprehend the effects 
be produced alia round the world at just the time we ore'\, 
trying to cultivate Asi a and Africa # But most of the legislators 
probably never heard of such places and are too hide-bound to carry 
anything a bout considerations other than those revolving iround 
their own immediate stupidity • 

I did^ a little reading last night and liked what I read, — 
a chapter or two from Catherine Drinker BBawen's "Adventures 
of a biographer or some such title, I found what I 
read much to my liking but wondered if my interest 
w a s heightened because I had read her biography of 
Tschaikovski and Justice Holmes about which she was primarily 
concerned in the chapters I re a d, I guess she was talking 
more bout her impressions of St, Petersburg a)*d Moscow while 
gathering material for her work on Anton and Nicholas 
Au enstein th a n about Peter Illyovitch although she did 
giv,a Tew paragraphs to. the visit she made to Tschaikovski 's 


While I was reading last night, a 
little after. 9, my 'phone rang And it was. none other 
.than Kay, calling from BatonHouge, Vaguely it seemed 
to me one day last week that her birthday was the 13th and 
I accordingly.^sent greetings on Saturday and the call was 
an acknowledgement, &he sounded quite gay but confessed her 
hip still caused her some pain but said she w as getting 
about and that she and James hadbeen house hunting and had 
found some quite pleasant places. She said she still would 
prefer building but feels the details would be 
too exhausting an<( so she is willing ‘to •■settle for 
a house already constructed. She said she and James 
are keeping me 4 pmind and when they have finally decided 
on just the ri ghT'-piace, they are coming up And carry 
me away with them, • 

I told her that I,thought Aunt illte » amide in 
the Morgan City an exoelle t one ‘and "she said 
that ,»unt gillie had done it all by herself with no helpfrom 
anyone. She new ns one phrase in it that had 'rhpinded me 
of Farley but perhaps that was merely imagination on 
my part. 
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Tuesday, ovember 15th, 19 60 


Memorandum 


Cloudy and warm with short sleeve sport shirts 
the order of the day. The. promise is for more warmth 
and more clouds on the morrow. 

The postman presented me with an altogether charming and 
unexpected plaisir from little Miss Lee this 
morning. It.. is so good to catch this vignette of 
life ill Lyme and T only regret that it swirls so swiftly 
but hold, the thought current pressures will be contended with 
and that correspondence is left to mental telepathy until 
things slow down a little after the holiday have come and gone 

I had forgotten about the gourds momentarily and so 
was delighted to learn that they pleased • At the 
same time that the package went forward»to Lyme, I sent 
one, less svelt of line-, together with the^ane^iver 
Memo on the subject, to the dour d Society but h a ve not 
as yet heard from that quarter. 

i ** ^ 

Today s post also brought several other 
messages from thither and yon. Inadvertently 
I started to dispose of a obina's but stopped 
just in time to preserve it for enclosure, thinking 
yqu would enjoy h a ving her impression of the Btiarwood 
visit and, it the same time, thinking you would 
get a laugh out of.the Methodists leading us off 
to war. You would h a ve enjoyed that portion of 
the letter, hadyou been so lucky as to have my 
secretary reading, it to you since the 

cker in the secretarial rendi- 


home, a couple of hours outside Moscow an the road to St. Petersburg 
She had not bqen to Ru33i a when she had written the Tschaikovski 
biography and accordingly in that biograpi^, 3he merely 
mentioned that there was a house but g a ve iToAccount of it. 

I qssume the A u benstein biography or biographies have 
alre a dy appeared in print but f haveirt .heard anything on 
that score a nd so h a ve no notion as to the title. I 
believe the current^volume refers to her Russian hejira as having 
taken place in 1957, le a ding me to assume the Rubenstein opus 
must have seen the light of day in print long ago. I 
think T shall inquire a bout this inBatonRouge. 

% 

Returning to Blythe's visit with Miriam along side on J und a y, I 
assume Blythe had more to say a bout school than 3he would have, 
had Jo a n t a lady of Jewish extraction, been with her. 

Blythe recdL led that when 3he was o girl, there were many undersire - 
able Jewish families in that city and accordingly, her father, Judge 
had built a private school in their graden and employed a couple 
of teachers. It was here that the Whites and some of their better 
bread neighbor s children received their instruction before going aw 
private schools * Since the White children and their friends 
were too superior to go to school with the Jewish children, it 
appears perfectly natural in Blythe's mind that her 
grandchildren should bp withheld from going to school with 
children of color today and I suppose it is 
equally naturall that these grandchildren, being handed down 


Quaker bee 
tion. 


Apparently James was feeling on tntmiay side 
and obviously Bob .is nicely adjusted to ▼ 
his pursuits at the University of Texas. 'I hadn't 
heard fromBoh Wilson since last ^hristmas and 
so was doubly delighted to have news from that 
quarter and I shall make it a point to drop him 
a note tonighif before I knock off -a, column 
for next week s Enterprise. * 
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Wednesday, November 16th, 1960 


Although he left early this morning for 
Shreveport, J, H, had not returned by supper time tonight, 

■‘■‘he business of the day up there was supposed to 

center o» the financial settlement, hinging 

on the divorce, in view of the quaint 

elements involved, such a day of bickering ought to 

be productive of headaches if nothing else, A short 

time back, Sister was still holding to the strange notion that 

while the nursing \jome they owned in Shreveport might 

be turned over to the doctor, the■ operation of the 

place would be placed in her hands. Imagine such a 

business. Two or three years ago, the nursing home 

faced collapse because Sister who thought she could run 

it, succeeded only in running away all the staff, reminding 

one, among other tilings that one thing worse than a nursing 

home without patients would be a nursing home with 

patients and nobdy to care for them, Joe says 

J 9 H, loves it when there's a family squabble going on 

and he is in the midst of it. In spite of his 

delicate physical' status, he really should have 

had quite a fine time today, if Joe's statement 

has any merit which I doubt, x 

The souffle goes on in the flew-rleans 
schools continues although the number of pupils 
attending school today was something like 24 children 
1 out of a normal one thousand attendance, I assume 
most parent a£e keeping their offspring at home until 
the rumpus quiets down. To add to the general 
excitement, however, the Citizens Council has 
summoned a mass meeting for tonight. That 
ought to be a great he lp* i n whipping the crackpot 
into a la.ther, I suppa-se th$0%is some of ousinEmmet s 
smart wom, Well, 1 sc y to.heWl with Cousin 


Memorandum : 


We had a nice half inch rain sometime between 1 and 
3 this morning. The air cooled pleasantly 
and in the light of a cloudless dawn, I discovered lots 
of the Chinese magnolig, leaves had fallen during the night, 
The sun was'so pleasant this afternoon and tonight the stars 
are plentiful, We are promised several days of fair, mild 
weather. 


My telephone seems to be acting strangely of 
late. Tonight, for example, my 'phone rang thrice in 
five minute intervals, *ach time it was Kansas City calling 
J, H,, with the operator declaring each time that 
3he had dialed 8042 but each time got the response from 
8046, J, H,'s 'phone does not ring when my number is called, 

and mine doesn't ring 


aL though we are on the same party line 
when anyone is calling him. 

While jumping into the coffee cups across the 
fency this morning, the 'phone over yonder rang and that 
Call was for me a "d so I don't pretend understanding a i y of it 

My morning coffee c a ll was from Sterling Evans, calling 
from Houston and asking if he could get 24 boxes of 
Primitive Stationary-With the illustrations exclusively 
being Land of ” Uncle om I told him 1 would let 
him know onFrid a y and immediately dropped Ola Mae a 
special delivery to see what her office would have to say, I 
that was probably stupidity of the first water on my Part, — 
expecting a response from that quarter but 

as the letter should have ben in her hands by 4 this afternoon 
assuming her to be in Louisiana, I shall perhaps find out by 
Friday if I'm going to hear or not, 

I was glad to see J, H, tonight at supper. He 
said his day in Shreveport had been incredible . He said 
he used to think Sister was just naturaly disagreeable but 
it is obvious to him now that she is merely damned mean. 

She performed outrageously all day, he said, and he 
expressed surprise at all the pulling and hauling that 


f On the local scene, it is said that 

nl)out three hundred and fifty thousand pounds of pecanes 

have been gathered and that the crop is probably 

about half garnered. The demand for the product is so 

great that one seldom sees a pecane for more than a few 

minutes, *'ield hands gather pecanes from 

the ground, placing them in sacks which, at certain 

hours during the morning.and afternoon . are brought . 

to the pecane house adjoining x>he store where saoks 

are weighed, each picker paid and big long distance 

hauling trucks back up to the building and awalLow .VP. 

+„ hnnd nnd imnishes up the road, *>o things 
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Thursday, November 17th, 2960 


Memorandum : 

Skies cloudy, the thermometer in the 50's. 

The banana laves remain cresp and green but pecanes and 
such like are beginning to thin out considerably 

So many ladies in the Parish I know seem to be 
h a ving so many problems, For the first time in months, 

I gues3, I had a 'phone call from Mrs, c oombs this 
morning. After being in the "atchitoches hospital, she was 
transferred a few weeks b a ck to theB a ptist hospital in 
Alexandria, returning home only yesterday, She had many 
problems to enumerate and spun them off so fast that 
I had to tell her twice before I could make her understand 
I had guests and should prefer to call her back, I shall 
do that on t he morrow, Her husband is a iling, her mother 
dying, her daughter getting a divorce and so on and so forth. 

Over the coffee cups, T learned tfoat the lady doctor 
continues to have domestic cares, with on seemingly 
getting a little less stable mentally ds time progresses, 
e has confided to aOQUai ntgnoes in town that his wife 
is putting poison in the inedecine she is giving him, Un¬ 
fortunately the lady doctor is madly in love with him, even 
as both of them are in love with their adopted child so that 
the rumors he a ets r Joot a f,out her trying to kill him 
cuts doubly deep. His mother excepted to fly in from 
California today but wJiat, if any, good that will do, is a nybody 
guess. The Worsleys have no money, that is mother and son, 
nd so of course depend on the lady doctor in large measure, 

1 here’s a lack of harmony between mother-in-l a w and daugher- 
,in-law and that tends to increase the strain, 

There are other ladies whom I know less well who seem 
to be having their problems, too, leading me to conclude 
that, as the old axium has it, everybody’s got 'em and, 
on examination of the other fellow a nobody would care 
to exchange his own for others who seem to be in an ever worse 
piight • 

>_, . iVt . v * • ‘.i 

Somebody quoted Si3ter today as having remarked the other 
night that she didn't know about Thanksgiving but supposed 


is.going on over the division of property, as between 
husband and wife, And then, just to 
bring things to a nice boil, Lloyd, in whose name 
the doctor at one time had'made some investments to 
avoid income tax, is now threatening to take his 
p p a to Court to produce the money because Lloyd w a nts to ha 
a b a by and seems to have found some willing victim, 
fwo of Shrefveports best lawyers ate represnting the 
contending sides in the divorce matter and o, H, said they 
had said quite frankly they couldn't for the life of 
them imagine how any man could ever have made it a day with 
Sister, That SI years should have* witnessed 
the union seems incredible to J, H, now. 


I, S, Willard just called and ranged ,bout 
over a wide landscape of conversation, consuming 
a little oyer an hour, t>he had just been talking 
with her daughter-in-law, Suzanne, from Virginia, 

How thatthe "illards have made I, S. Willard 

a grandmother a couple of times, they seem to be 

growing domestically inclined and are building 

a house at Virginia Beach, I suppose a 

Commander in the Havy must have a home as 

well as other people but I have always wonder that 

this should be so', what with their job forever keeping them 

transfering j bout the world so that a thing 

called home much be much like that of a turkey who 

is inclined to fold up his beard where ever night 

happens ito catch up with hiy I still marvel 

that>anyone who is sole heir to millions 

should w a ste his time fooling around with 

the Armed Services as a career when his financial 

security guarantees him a gaisst worries, therebye 

en a bling him to explore endless the billions of things 

other thanbeing bundled up with anything so dull 

a s the existence of a naval officer's existence, 

The Hew Orleans racial rumpus continues and I'm glad 
Morrison is the Mayor of the citv for he will do much 
to hold things down. If he had been selected 
Governor instead of Jimmy D a vis, none of the presen t 
racket would be going on since he most certainly would 
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she would have to be spending it alone with her daughter 
and with her son who wants to have a baby I suppose 
we shall be hearing the same thing about Christmas almost 
any day, as soon aswe have all had the annual 
scuffle with the Jreat American bird a week from today. 

I read a little more from Mrs. Bowen's 
Adventures of a Bi 0 gr a pher last night. I was 
delighted she had something to say,about her 
encounters with Henry Adams while she as doing research in 
the Massachusetts Historical Society library in Boston. 

$he mention one of d enry's peculiaraities that was 

new to me. She said that whenever he encountered anyone 

and it appeared there was going to be a conversation, 

he immediately removed his hearing aid so that the person 

would have to shout at him. I always suspected 

Henry of being different but 1 had never thought of him 

as resorting to such a method to take the starch out of 

anyone with whom he might not want to engage in 

argument. He refused to let Mrs. Bowen see a section 

of the John Adams diary that had never been printed but 

three weeks later, following her final encounter with Henry, 

she received a letter from him containing a transcript 

of a ll the material she h a d wanted to examine. Verily, 

Henry was certainly a sight. 

. i 

A week ago, Mrs. Spinks mentioned in a letter that 
the artist had been painting some pictures for her and 
if she came over here to pick them up, she would 
. 'phone me from the artist's to see if I might have 
time to talk with her about her manuscript. Bh e said 
the artist had reported they were ready. I called 
the artist and said I would send the picture to Texas for her 
ir she wished, --she finding it difficult to wrap them, 
and that I wopld offer to do so to i*'rs.. Spinks if that was 
alright with the artist. The artist said it was and 
that the pictures were already paid for. I wrote Mrs. 

Spink's accordingly and exp lained some details about American 
Express. This noon the artist 'phoned to say she had had 
a letter from the picture lady who said it would be alright to 
send the pictures by parcel post and she would bring them to 
me for shipping. ^'he did just that and brought me the 
letter which I haven’t read as yet but I have read the 
return address on it which is from some Mew rleans Art dealer, 
and how I shall get the artist and her customers 

. « « t_erf_ i. 


-’t-'ni ghien ?d c: J , I 

shipments for any Mew 


not know, but I'm hot packing 

rleans Art dealers, don t you think so. 


Friday, Movem' er 18th, 19 50. 


Memorandum : * 

A nice of rain fell between late night and early morning 
with sprinkles lasting until mid morning, followed by a 
cloudy afternoon pith 3tars beginning to peep through 
thin veils of pale organdy tonight at 9. 

After 9 o'clock coffee this morning, I put on my 
raincoat and walked over ±tte to the artist's house to see 
if I could make any sense out of the picture mix-up. 

I couldn't. It did appear, however, that the 4 pictures she 

asked me to ship were intended for ew rleans although 3he 

didn't know it.' There were two pairs of finished pictures 

at her house, one pair being for one lady whose identity she 

knew not and the other pair for another lady who had sent the canvas 

but she had lost her address and didn t know where she lives but 

she wasn t sure whioh pair was for whittii lady, making the 

whole mi§-up just as clar as mud. 

I knocked off a line to Mrs .Mpinks, asking her to play 
I hadn t ever said anything about sending any pictures to her on 
the artist s behalf pnd suggesting she either claim her pictures 
she thinks may h a v been painted for her or simply concede the 
whole transaction to be one great big grab bag and, 

prepare to convince herself that whatever she gets will be exactly wi 

she origin a lly aspired to. I hope 1 have learned my 

lessen which is clear pnough, to wit, that if l have ^ 

any sense, I shall let others transact their business with 

the artist as best they may, even a3 must i . 

I was heartened tonight when on some news program, I heard 
some' prominent Jew quoted, recommending 
that now'is the right time for President Aisenhower to 
make a statement, urging racial tolerance to everyone and especially 
to the Louisiana State Legislature and th(j citizens of ew rleans. 
At least, political considerations couldn t be an e xcuseat _ the 
moment for evading such a statement on the part of the President. 

To my way of thinking, pne of the major if not the major 





- 
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Sunday, November '80th, 2960 


fault of the*isenhower Administration was the fa lure of 
the ^resident to .make a s tong statement at the time the Little 
Rock thing was bubbling over, I think I know quite a fewpeople 
who would have accept an admonition for tolerance, had it come 
the White House but who, being treated only to the 
ravings of the cheap little old politicians in the fevered ex¬ 
citement of the local squabble, wqre inclined to let the racial 
bigots have their own way • 1 here s a line in the Bible that 

sums up the thing neatly but 1 forget the quotation, — 
something a bout the fate of a city being sealed if the 
_ ;i_ .. To my way of 

this is the perfect moment for the President to sound off 


Memorandum 


Sunny Saturday, showery Sunday, The driasle began about 
7:30 this morning and kept going most.of the day with 
only brief interludes between. It is sprinkling tonight, 

Boot3ie Gay» —do you remember that strange number 
who once ran the Candle^hop in *ieux Orleans a nd then faded as 
far as Denver'! Well, she is bnck in Louisiana again, it seems. 
This morning Giles Millspaugh phoiusd to say he had been in 
Dew rleans a day or two ag .0 and had visited a n art gallery 
at 514 Bourbon Street which Bootsie G a y is operating, I 
suppose one might find anything inBourbon Street, even a 
gallery, and .514 appears to be right slap in the middle of 
the honkey-tonk concentration, Giles said there were 
little tables in the place where, if one felt so inclined, one mig 
h a ve % an artist p c int his likeness which sounds a little crumby, of 
He said there were some nice paintings on the walls, too, and 
he had talked withBootsie and Clementine Huiuter* pictures had been 
mentioned. ^e wondered if I would write to Bootsie about 
Hunter creations. I certainly would. I shall tell her 
Mew Orleans commitments with other galleries must be examined on b 
of the artist and myself and, should circumstances warrant further 
expansion in the fipld in the New rleans area, I shall be glad 
to let her know., Something tells me circumstances will 
not warrant, don t you think so? 

Ann >1, Drititon called jpe on Saturday bout some letter for 
local information she^needed and reported that Pat and Juanita B. 
had a, fine trip to Manhattan, seen a show or two, been to a basket 
b a ll game, etc., etc., and it seems so odd to go to M c nhattan 
to attend a b a sketball game. 

As usually happens during Thanks giving week, 
all Louisiana schools are closed for the entire week this year. 

The State always gives State employees the Friday following 
■thanksgiving Day hursday.and the school teachers always 
seem to arrange a convenpo.ry+osten^ily for Monday, ^uesdai/ 
and Wednesday which fives the chila^Kk an entire 

week without having to bother to^ledfiP anything. This ought to be 


watchman fails to sound the trumpet 
thinking, ■ 
loud and long 

This morning, while en route to see the artist, 
encountered one of my less dependable secretaries, all of 
whom invar iably fade out of the picture during 
pecane gathering tine, what with the waking hours filled with 
concentration on gathering up fulsome sacks that 
will Irovide ample funds for fun at tl*e local honkey- 
tonk when day is done. ecause of last night's ruin and 
the morning's continuing sprinkle, this particular youth had 
been a little slow in finding himself a likely tree for his base 
of operations. Tears a g 0 I accepted this slightly un¬ 
scientific folk way and, of course, provided the means for bridging 
the gap when, within another week or two, there will be few if any 
pecanes left and secretaries will be a drug on the market. Both 
the secretary and I instinctively halted to exchange greetings after 
several weeks a b3ence from sight. Because the pattern of 
absentee-ism during pecane time, I wasn t even thinking 
of the gap but the secretary must have felt a little shame¬ 
faced, explaining that gathering pecanes had been making him 
nervous but expressing the hope he would be feeling alright again 
w thin another couple of. weeks. I had all I could do to 
prevent a giggle. I had forgotten how popucar that 
word, nerjjous, is wheneverany poor excuse is thought worth 
trumping up. Last summer when one or two days grew quite hot, 
several hoe hands failed to put in an appearance, e xplaining 
hoeing made them nervous a nd at another time, I recall passing 
a cabin where a mother in the doorway was adminishing her teen 
age son to get busy and cut some kindling so she could make 
biscuits for their supper while the youth was demuring on 
the ground that cutting kindling made him nervous • 

Veil, I must be nervous..% . 
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Monday, November 21st, 19 60. 


Memo randum • 


Cloudy and drear with 
that nobody wants although 
harm, 


an 

it 


occasional sprinkle 
does no one any particular 


On 


was 


a Shreveport news oast this L noon, 
perfectly delighted wit,h one sentence, the only one having 
to do with the subject to hand so that one might inter¬ 
pret , it any way one cared to : 


"The delegation from the Louisiana Legislature 
failed to see President- elect Kennedy yesterday when 
they called , at his Palm Peach vacation spot and 
left Palm Beach in a huff," 


Like a small child suddenly ipcovering he has 
unexpectedly become the center of attention because 
of some outrageous prank he has performed, continues to 
go further and further into his ridiculo.U£ 
doings, so the current Legislature „ is behaving and 
prob a bly couldn t explain their actions to hem- 
selves, let alone anyone else, What any sane person in 
the Legislature could imagine Mr, Kennedy to say that 
would please them^ I cannot imagine and so they left 
in a huff, knowing perfectly well before they undertook 
junket they would get the brush off. Sylvan Friedman 
was one of the delega ion and I shall be glad to take 
him apart the next time I see him. 


the 


I was thinking about the wordj pretty, today when, 
by chance, I heard it used by two different people 
under different circumstances and so found myself 
wondering^if its, use in this area is unique or 
if pretty is used in other places, too, in somewhat the 
same fashion. 


This morning at breakfast, the cook noticed 
a little flower embroidered near the pocket of 
the 3port shirt I was wearing and admiringly 
observed ; 

"Oh, look at the pretty'," 


1 
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auspicious as a cooling off period for tL^^ew Orleans 
schools, following last week s scuffling^** the Legislature 
seems to be going right on passing strange vvoadsides 
which amount to nothing except as examples of what stupid 
politicians of the cheaper variety can think up, I am of a mind to 
write a letter to the Tom Jewels, sending it Mo .'Jew Hoads, 

As - L om is Speaker of the House, it seems to me mighty timely 
that he should be receiving a blast fromat least one 
readient of the State who is shocked by the tomfoolery going 
on inBaton n ouge, If I only had time to do a couplet about 
tomfoolery and tom jewelry, that might be helpful, 

I ^ 

Last night 1 finished la Drinker- Bowen s Adventures 
of a n Autobiograp her", Her next to the last-chapter on Isaac flewton 
seemed less interesting than the ; other but jperhaps that was 
because I was slejfcy, but I got much pleasure out of the final 
chapter on Sir Thomas Coke, pronounced Cook in England 
and pronounced Coak in America, I know not what the ip thor 
entitled this biography but, as in the case of her John Admas, per— 
hnps it is pimply called Sir ■ L homas Coke, 1 sb.aH 
write Baton ouge tonight, to see if it has been recorded and I 
shall also ask about the brothers M ubenstein and if it has 
been recorded for I should like to read that, too, 

' I, S, "illard called me Saturday ,• fternoon to report 
that her Friday night party for the Deblieux wedding pre¬ 
nuptial celeb atiwns went off nicely .• °he got a little involved 
in explainging about her difficulties in tracking down a few 
loaves of bread that had pot be sliced so that she could cut them 
three times or twuice horizontally, putting in filler of 
one thing or another, and then mipling • the horozontal slabs 
b a ck into place and then cutting them vertically and somehow 
it all sounded a little dubiously involved but just so long 
as the oarty was a success, that s all that' matters, fhe was leaving 
at dawning today for Baton A ouge, would see lay and *>ames tomorrow 
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Tuesday, November 82nd, 19 60. 


This afternoon the artist 'phoned me to 
say she had just heard from her sister in Alexandria 
who had asked her to ask me if she might have some 
gourds. So far as her sister h a ving asked for gourds, that, 
you may be sure, is a lie the artist thought up, wi shing 
some gourds for herself or somebody and, characteristically 
on her . part, thinking it would be better to drag her 
sister into the picture. T told her 1 had no small 
gourds hut that she could have all the large ones she wanted. 

She said the large ones would be just fine. T asked 
her what in the world her sister proposed doing with them • 

"I don't know," she responded,"but 1 reckon 
she probably wants to make a pretty." 

• 

In this latter case, a pretty, 1 assume, may be an 
arrangement, while in the former it meant a d a b 
of embroiderie which, by some stretch of the imagination 
might, seem to be related but certainly not the identical 
thing.. Perhaps the word pretty is like the 

word package, intended to cover, as the datter does, everything 
and anything from a nicle to a tin roof. I must 
consult •'ames on .this point to see if Matches, Mew Orleans or 
Baton M ouge lists pretty as a catch or cover word of 
endless dimension and design.. 

t 

Paving, let people from plantations all up and down 
the river and people from Natchitoches, too, join the 
local field hands in picking up pecanes, the result is 
that the crop is just a l out gathered and the 
locaj people„ accustomed to gathering pecanes until the 
end of the year at least, suddenly find themselves without 
a source of revenue and accordingly they seem rather 
resentful about inported labor. T 0 befin feeling the 
financial squeese more than a month before Christmas naturally 
gives them a very unpleasant sensation, -out, as 
the old adage has it: 'there s no great loss without 
,.ome small gain", and something tells me the 
secretarial situation is likely to improve mightily 

ihn 0 ^. Vr\t%Vi\ called today toreport having seen my likeness 

in the current issue of Lovely Louisiana, a publication 

whose publicat on isn t much. I don tiknow 

ClaUde'Jorgan who gets n it out and I know nobody on the 

don t need to although I’m curious to know where they g ot the si 


Memorandum: 

Pprinkley all day and the promise for its continuance 
tonight and tomorrow morning when our present pleasai t 
60's are supposed to sag into the ZO's. Vinter is bound 
to come, 1 reckon, and d am thankful for the continued 
Indian Summer so late into the season. 

It goes without spying I was altogether enchanted 
today when the postman handed me little Miss Lee's grand 
letter as of Saturday last past.. 

Whole hearfedly I agree that in business too much 
is too much and as I contemplate the unending 
fandango through September and October, I find 

myself amazed at all one pair of shoulders is expected to bear, pi 
additional loads when domestic reaction runs contrary to co¬ 
operation which is certainly puzzling and maddening alike to both 
Miss Lee and to me. 

And may I thank you for sharing with me the 
particulars regarding the renewed eruption of Vesuvius. One can 
m a nage even the most trying if one but has a kindred soul to 
whom one can turn and 1 hold the thought that 
by some miracle the ladies may somehow escape the 
fire and ashes that their opposites seem to relish so much. 

There is something about the whole thing that seems as 
unnecessary as the current rumpus in the educational field 
in this a?ea. If only the trouble-makers would 
just let the dying embers die a nd not keep stirring 
them at such a might pitch. ± f the current 
tumult can only subside once more, perhaps the final 
departure of the comparatively inconspiroious character around 
which it all centered will adjust things in such a fashion 
as to prevent a re-kindling It goes 

without saying that I shall count it a n honor if little 
MiS3 L ee feels the impulse to lei me know from time to 
time how things turn in this unpleasant business for, 
as I need scarcely remark, everything that tends toeast 
shadows over her -landscape is of prime concern to me. 

It was so kind of you to mention particulars 
regarding Kennedy family connections abroad and to enclose 
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Wednesday, November SZrd 


the clipping containing material about which I knew 
nothing but which I am very glad 

indeed tfi learn about . My curiosity wasaroused when 
the Radzwill name cropped up but I used, to 
know a lady by that name in Paris who, if 3till 
on earth, would probably be in the bracket of the great grand¬ 
mother by this late date • '■‘■'he lady 1 knew had kept 

a Journal and wa3 preparing it for publication when 
I knew her but,,I'm ashamed to confess, I h c se forgotten 
if it ever appeared or not but it seems to me it did and 
was said to have been excellent. I guess the reason I 
& uncertain i bout it stems in part from the fact that 
she was so kind as to tell me much about its contents 
while it was still in manuscript form and, aa I have 
discovered in parallel cases, aa for instance, with Lyle, who 
would aread and discuss a manuscript with me to 
the end that when the thing appeared in print, I would 
often find myself wondering what he included and what he 
removed and ty ow this was altered and that changed • los 
so odd I don t even recall how this adziville lady got to ans 
hi it. suMs-tn me she was with the mother of Czar Nicholas 2nd a) 


tzz {° />■•«* Ei* i,,dy 

ra.iapa. Adny said the cat had been crying guite 
*n+ 0t the past two days but that it was a fine 

cat and half brother of Grandpa and equally coal black and 

iikJTift eUery ° He W ° Uld be The cat seemed to 

like his new surroundings am I liked the cat but 

•?5 ™ 

for Srave 

a frolic with the duck which I thought was just 


in +ha t iJ d we ^ s,ia11 be honored on the morrow, perhaps 
Sri prfIl O { t ^ ^n00 ” , by the°hr eveport contingent which is 
scheduled to remain for the balance of the week , 

*U a : I s _ knoU) , there aren t a ny special festivities be in 
although I have no doult the-visitors will provide amole 
entertainment. Whether there will be a repeat performance 
a week hhnee when fireworks on Saturday nigh will 
usher m the turning on of the 0 hr stmas lights 
m town, 1 know not . There have been 

ZantlTrSn+V 1 celebration has exerted a s tong enough 

mjnet to attract people from up the road to sue same 9 

^ or P utt \ n 9 in an appearhnee. Whether it will 
ft'll provide such g drawing exertion, slap on the 
heels of the present week end, I c a n onlv guess 
I'd rather not give the matter any tholight at all. 











mm 
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i’or no reason in particular, I decided today would be 
the magical moment 'to gather this year s crop of 
quinces which T did and which 1 have installed in two 
big baskets in the fireplaces in 

both the boudoir and Hiving room and a marvelous aroma 
permeates Yucca in consequence of their presence. Ttte 
big old quince tree on which I concentrated produced 
fruit , looking somewhat like pears, that ranged in 
dimension from about the size of one s fist toglohes 
perhaps a 'quarter larger than the biggest grapefruit one 
Tl^ey are a deep cream in coloring and in each fancy basket, 
holding a bushel and a half each, 1 placed a couple 
of-egg plants of imperial purple, a cu ed . 

gourd of golden brown, a little larger than the *n a lusian 
oi ve you have, a few sprays of pale _ green leavesfrom 
the pomegranate, with a bow of yellow ribbon on 
the handle of each basket and I must say they look as 
spiffy asany autumnal decors should look, 

■I’he colder ioeater heading oufoway somehow got short- 
circuited-, by the flow of warm air from the §ulf that produced 
the clouds while tempering the Canadian,blast and 
to see everything on the landscape appear so lush^and green 
is a :L 'hanksgiving delight that is unusual in the ane 1 iver 
country, t 

, 'Ihe socially inclined must be concentrated heavily in 
the Match itoches area tqnijut, what with the 
Ann Deblieux wedding scheduled for, 5 o'clock, to be 
followed by a recpetion at the home of the 
bride trailing out into the night. A 

couple of people called from ; tom to ask . if 1 would attend 
if a car were sent for me. 1 wouldn't. Over , 
coffee this morning £ had been asked if 1 didn t want to 
attend but, of course, I haddeclined. £ am 

sure it is all, ~ 

lad- enough J e 

knows and 
with the 
laid eyei 


soy 
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Thursday, .November 84th, 1950. 


Memorandums 

• 

Mostly cloudy the g reater part of the day, the cloudiness 
being of the thin variety that kept out the sun, threatened 
no rain and then at dusk dark vanished, eaving a fine new moon 
in a cloudless sky above a spring-like,landscape that 
is made the more pleasant by the mildness of the temperature . 

At .the coffee hour, 1 learned that the pleasant 
aroma permeating the house was rising from the oven where some 
fine ducks, Mallards, £ believe, were roasting. J. H. 
and Celeste dined alone at noon and the clerk and I 
dined alone at the big,house. In lieu of turkey, we 
enjoyed a very nice pork roast and instead of pumpkin pie, we 
had 'custard pie • J. H., the clerk and I supped 
together at which time J. H. said the Wenks were 
expected in force around 8 o 'clock. It is now 
3 but I see no lights at the big house. Perhaps everybody 
is across the fence or perhaps jxobody has arrived as yet, 

* 

Except for those mentioned above, the only other human beings 
I have seen today were two, or three of my nego friends whom I 
w..s very gland to commune with, one just back from 
prison, one from an asylum and so on. v. : 


There were three calls from town, inviting me to 
afternoon Thanksgiving dinners at the r eapective homes of the b alluer 
and both Mr. and Mrs. Walker ,i called early this morning, a sking 
if £ care<£ to join them at home tonight to have • go at 
a feast t but, naturally, 1 declined. I understand 
the Walkers always have marvelous food and I should 
,enjoy being with them almost but not quite so much 
as 'being at home alone. One thing about the Walkers 
that I like very much is their cordiality in inviting me on 
occasion and at the same time their respect for my 
preference to "stay put", giving us a oh a nce to carry on 
a civiljaed conversation w ithout all the pulling andhauling that sov 
invitation issuers are inclined to indulge in. 
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Friday, November 25th, 2960 


If I don't forget it, I shall enclose arecent 
letter from la Whitehead who, like Madam Moore, seldom 
gets around to 'rite but when she does, is inclined to 
produce a book. From this one, you will notice 
she,seems to be laying ou quite a program for herself 
in the yea s ahead, I shall write her, congratulating her 
on her intentions which are intentions that are likely to be 
carried out, I am told she spells various 
words in a somewhat original style but she is an original 
person to start with, so this is just as it should be, She 
rented Carolyn 1 s apartment .one summer when, while her school¬ 
teaching job wa3 in abeyance, she held down a job in 
a Uqw Orleans radio station, .She is like that and will 
probnbly having a grand time where ever s he finds herself on 
either side of the Atlantic, It just occurs to me that 
1 should like to hear her last name, Whitehead, pronounced by 
natives of the various countries in *urope where her travels 


Memorandum 


. A beautiful day and tonight is equally so, what 
withthe. temperature around 70 and the moon perfectly 
mellow without any of the birttle brillance that so 
often November season, 

• 

I haven't seen any of today's major newspapers and 
so have no idea how much space was allotted to 
the advent of John Kennedy, jr, assuming the 
stork delivered the blessed bundle in time for 
morning editions to get it into print before their 
deadlines ran out, ,4s for the' radio, it seems to have 
placed the event flight up in the front row and one can 
but be impressed again on the power of a b a be to 
side-track more ponderous matters, Perh a ps every 
successful candidate for the Presidency of the United 
States should arrange with his wife to have his first 
son during the same month he gets elected, I'm not 
sure it would make the opposition any happier with the 
new Administration but it seems to me that perhaps 
the electorate .in general might more quickly forget the heat 
of the September and October campaign if a 
November birth of an heir could divert memories of 
all the oratoryby&n intimate event in the winner's 
f&ily in the same month as the election, 

1'he visiiitation anticipated last night did indeed 
take place, what with mother and daughter arriving around 
9 or 9, There must have been a slight brush of 
personalities as between the mother and her sister-in-law 
across tne fence during the evening but, ci though 1 
h a ve hfard plenty about it from both sides, it appears to have 
been one of those things a bout nothing worth an argument but 
nevertheless as devastating, It is my understanding 
we shall c ontinued to be honored into Sunday at least. The 
mother in some heat declared to me today she hoped she could 
hurry up and sell her house up yonder so she could come here 
to live, enabling her thus to take pot sliot3 at her 
sister-in-law, You can see readily enough how ducky it all is 


called. She had gone to see, Kay and James onjuesday and 
was delighted to find them both so gay and Kay reporting 
improvement. She says Kay plans to take her nurse with her 
and head out for The bluff, for Christmas and that 
James will spend Christmas with the Mahiers, Of course, it . 
bad lie doesn't skip over to Charleston with Kay but perhaps 
he knows what he is doing. In any event, seem 

very happy and that is all that matters. On Kay s return. 
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!Iov, 87th, 19 60 


Sunday, Uo ember 


*ierth, i960. 


Some friends of Blythe pa33ed this way thi3 afternoon, 
a Mrs. foot, her married daughter, both of Alexandria, 
a nd some other lady with them, hailing from Richmond, 
he daughter told me that Rd Rand, as Representative, received 
atelegrum from them during the current session, asking him 
to preserve public schools no matter what, and that 
Ed Rand had told them that tlteirs was the only telegram 
not suporting the efforts b,e ing made by the State Government 
to maintain the school system, Knowing the 

raical,bias, as perliaps quite a few of Rd.'s co nstituants do, 
it isn t surprising that he should have made such a s tatement 
which ts probably quite true, even if it doesn t excuse the 
stupidity of the stand, 

Bast summer d , 3, found soijie fine big blackberries 
somewhere in'his travels and must have ordered some bushes 
which probably came in today's post and were sent to me, 

I planted them but I don t expect to do much about 
cultivating berry bushes n in gardens where there are so 
many other plants that require much less struggle to keep 
out.of the brambles. Sister a 2so brought some 
plants and I was happy the weather was so favorable for 
transplanting although I assume the first frost will 
flatten the plants for th is ^.season, at least as 
they are a muget type on a larger scale and probably 
incapable of wi thstanding mucfCcold above ground and a re 
,without adequate 3ub-soil equipment in their present 
stage to catch hold before the ^^Zd weather settled down in earnest 

Carmen called me tonight to ttXl me what a fine job 
she and two or three associatedshhad done this 
noon in a TV program over anAlexandria •station, *heir purpose 
was to advertise the festivities in town ^onSaturday night, 

December 3rd, wlien the bombs and rocket3^oill be bursting in 

air and the annual lighting program for thm^month of December 

gets under way. It seems to me I went through 

a TV program in behalf of Pilgrimage a few years. 

back and I found the whole business a bore but 

Carmen never seems to tire of her work before the camera. If 

I remember correctly, Thelma Kyser and R salyn Aswell pa rticipated 

in the program that included me, I must inquire 

of someone if *balyn is still with u,s or- if she and her 

mother and uncle finally got off for Georgi, — I hope. 

And now to some mail, --all secretaries werefr ightened off today, 
and so it will be only some neglected stuff from earlier in 


Memorandum: 

Incredible summer weather with doors and windows all open 
and, oddly enough, Shreveport reporting warmth in excess of 
20 degrees n bove Alexandria, s ggesting that the farther 
! forth you go, the warmer it gets, -°ut the radio 
assures us that a cold snap is edgeing down from the 
Canadian border so I suppose winter will arrive 
eventually regardless. In the mean time, I must 
Say I am enjoying the last of the summer, 

. The Wenks got off Saturday evening a nd I reckon 

we shall not see them again before Friday orBaturday when they 
threatened to r eturn to observe the Natchitoches fireworks. 

The reports from the Sen Antonio suggest the General is 
doing alright, Re seems to have had an operation of 
some, sort to remove a stone from a neck gland and 1 believe 
this >operation from inside will befollowed by another from 
the outside near the jaw and what it is all about, I 
haven t the slightest idea. 

When I strolled across the fence for dinner today, 

I encountered gueots next door, -- Payniie's former wife and 
husband, one Perkle or some such, of Baton Rouge. There 
was muchtalk bout their September jaunt through Rurope 
a »d endless discussions about which stocks are best to 
invest in and so f on. It was all pred>-tyt dull stuff 
for one^ who isn t .so interested. in playing the market as 
in hoping to get a bite of food, 

Eventurally they left and I got the food and after 
returning here, I spent a little while with I,S. 

Willard who ha& come down to- gpt some gourds to decorate 
a b 0 lcony of hex house, While we were busy selecting 
likely material, ^rs . M a byry of Shreveport, and 
old and boring acquaintance appeared with Dr.Robb, the 
psychiatrist of Shreveport, Anybody in the pnysical or 
mental bracket of therauputics certinly has a nerve to 
bear such a name as Robb, it seems to me, for the 
Lord knows, most of them live up to all 
the implications of such a name, 

t I -■' 


f 
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Monday, November 28th, 19 60. 


The trouble with la Maybry is that she never knows 
when to le__ve and she was still here when Carmen 'phoned 
to say she and her sister would like to drive f down to 
pick up some gourds if I didn't mind, I didn t mind 
giviiig them the gourds but I did object to 
giving them the time they would take up and 
then followed through on their customary pattern, 

1,3'Hilard brought me a copy of the 
sheet she is sending out to somebody or something, With 
1„ d a ybry making so much of a stir, 1 never did 
understand what it was all about, but perhaps you 
will be interested in glancing through it, I am 
not interested and 1 do not want it back. 

It seems a little odd to me that 1 haven't heard 
anything on the radio to give any hint that 
any of the newly formed African countries are 
changing the-Jiajnes of their cities, a custom that 
seenis to have been followed so often in other countries 
of the world when new political pa rties have taken 
over or one time colonies have made their bow as independent 
States, —Leningrad and all the rest of the 
Russian cities, for example. In a way, it 
seems rather remarkable that in the c ongo, for instance, 
where Belgians seem out of f a vor at the moment, 
the three major cities still remain or ret a in their names 
lohich commemorate two Deglian Kings and 
a Belgian Queen, —Leopoldville, 

Albertville and Elisabe.ihville • I, for m one, 

finpt there are eno gh new names getting into the 

p.res 3 in the mere recitation of the leading politicians, 

the Casabubus, Carupib a 3 and such like, without 

m n king things more difficult by coming up with 

a whole flock of new city names to boot, I 

was never much in f a vor of changing city names anyway, 

and Leningrad sounds awful to me and 

awfully stupid, too, when I ponder of Saint 


Memorandum : t 

Most of the day was so much like yesterday's 
with the thermometer at 80 that cooler air this evening seems 
quite pleasant, I reckon it will be cold by morning. It 
was said cold Artie air rolled over Dallas at 4 this morning, reaching 
Shreveport by 10 o'clock. As I recall, Monroe 
is about 100 miles due east of Shreveport, At noon 
tod a y ** was 77 in Monroe, 52 in Shreveport, we shall 
get something like a 34 degree reading ’efore morning which will 
represent the ushering out of our prolonged Indian Summer, I 
suppose, V 

, ' • • * t 

I am. putting a jeopy of this year's Christmas lights 
festival program in the mail • So far as I know, there's 
nothing of a ny particular interest in it and so if you don't 
get around to gl a nce a t it, I think you will have 
missed nothing, 

I asked about Rosalyn today when talking with town and 
was told thpt an uncle, a banker inGeorgia, had 
died while her mother and her other uncle were here and that 
they had all three gone off to Georgia about November 11th, 

Rosalyn left the job of renting her house to Johnny ^acker, 
a local lawyer of dubious standing, saying site would be gone 
indefinitely, Thelma, who never seems to get enough to 
look after, promised D 0S alyn^ she would ent her an apartment 
in her house when she returned, if she cared to have same. The 
Kysers hape a home somewhere near 0r a which they are not 
occupying since they must live at the President's 
residence at the college and 1 take it from the above 
statement they have converted the place into apartments, 

So much for Rosalyn for the moment, at least. If she continues 
to find herself possessed of relatives inGeorgia, l hope she 
remains there with them so they may look after her when she 
flies off on one of her benders. She has good friends 
in Natchitoches, of course, hut they are boun^-to+respect her 
independence, of course, and so are often more isolated 
from her titan members of her own f amily would be,. 

And speaking of one disorg a ni2ed.female reminds m§ to remark 
that Sister the other day was complaining because Dr JfenK 
had recently lost twenty nine thousand dollars of her money 
playing the stoclf market, I learn from another source that 
the doctor did, indeed, l,qq$ ,$<we money on some stocks but won on 
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Conservetion Magazine, under separte cover, 

i^s sent merely because it carries picture 0 / 
the ocket and of no special interest, unless there 
be something a bout her oyster film and need not 
be examined too particlarly or preverved. 


I. S. Willard called as I was turning this page, 

I must confess I sometimes do a bit of wool-gathering 

when things get a little uncertain in my mind as to 

where she is going and what she plans to do, as between 

now and Christmas, and at such times I find myself 

coming up with the most unrelated topics, as, 

tonight, when 1 suddenly tossed three Venetian hitching posts 

for gondolas which I quite unexpectedly told her she should 

have turned at seme local lumber yard, painting them 

black, except for two or three brilliant stripes at the top, 

with all three post being set in at appropriate angles where 

her lawn touches the margin of the river just behind 

her house, She .was filled with delight at the suggestion 

and asked whaii 3he was going to <.do for a gondola, and I told her 

that if a nyone noticed there was none tied to the posts, 

3he should explain I had borrowed it to transport my unicorn 
from its seasonal grazing grounds to its new seasonal 
pasture, providing ample latitude for any old time of the 
year that anyone should chance to ask, 

> She i'nvited me to come up for the lights on 

Saturday night but naturally 1 refused although someday 
I must pass by her house to see if she has enough gourd3 
to decorate the place properly and to give her a further 
push about the touch of old Venice on her doorstep but 
after the holidays will be amply soon for that, 

Tonight for the first time I listened to the new news program 
on CBS which has extended his on the hour news reports from 

'five to ten minute periods, I liked what T had to hear and 
although I got lost so far as readily finding. The n orid tonight 
a nd one or two other features, 1 finally discovered them for 
much re-arrangement seems to have beeneffected in this 
innovation for greater on the hour news coverage, 

TheState Legislature seems to be drawing in its horns 
a pit regarding the week end intention to instruct 
Louisiana electors not to ca3t their ballots for Mr, 

Kennedy, .7 here was been quite a scuffle going on 
„s a result of the Legislature removing funds from the 
ilew Orleans iichoel Board so teachers couldn't be paid but 
in tod a yls J9ss ion i!i BatonRouge, the legislators didn't 
forget to vote themselves four hundred twenty <. thousand dollars 
for the Jr own expenses during the present special 
session which has done nothing but stir up confusion. 

Tonight I hunted up the ancient tytcji, ouen and - + 

have had a potato baking in i%for a midnigU snacf, fr, si ugges ^«»J 
that the winter season has really ‘arrived. I hope the snow aoesn 
travel as far east a9 Lyme . * _ *_ ' _ 


Tuesdg, November 29th, 19 60, 


Memorandum : 

Clear and somewhat "air-ish", although I hold 
the thought it may not freeze although it cp pears it will 
get pretty close to it. 

The sun was so bringltt a nd the breeze so bracing, I 
h a d in mind to do a heap of things in the great out of doors 
today but I accomplished very little. 

Right after dinner this noon, Dr. Caroline Talley of 'lewOrl 
came,. bringing Dr. Andrew Tolheim with her and half a n hour 
later - 0 lythe and Joan put in an appearance, with everyone 
staying until quite late and, what with he days being so short 
there seemed to be no time left for attempting anything 
out of doors although the moon is so big and bright, I guess 
I could accomplish a few things, were it not that I must 
knock off a column and attend to some mail after that, 

Blythe said she was still in-.Shreveport this 
Past week end when Sister got._b a ck to town. Sister 
called her and seemed to be a bit on the high side, telling 
her she had had two painful eye operations during the 
week and was expecting to have another in c day or two. Obvious 
this was something she had come up with out of the bottom of 
the bottle. B'lythe said that Whitfield was earning his 
money as Sister's alwyer and expressed the opiniion that 
she was definiely insane. 

She had asked Blythe to come over but Blythe wasgoing 
out to dinner and so declined. Si te called Sister the next 
day beforele -ving town but her daughter said that her 
mama was asleep, hqving taken some more "medecine", it 
seemed and that was that. 

Tonight's radio continues reporting rumpuses going 
on int eh ew rleans school picture, I haven't heard 
any reports over the air mention one important point 
that people having friends with children involved 
are reporting. This is to the effect that an 
almost insignificant number of parents of the UewOr'leans 
school children are participating in the racket 
going on. There are plenty of screaming women appearing 
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Wednesday, November 30th, 19 50. 


Memorandum• 


at the schools but these females, it is reported, come 
from outside the city, mostly f rom an adjoining 
parish where Leander Peres is the political boss. 

He is an old Huey I. Long cronie but unlike 

Long, Jie believes in stirring up racial animosities 

to keep his grip on his Parish and his fist is as 

firm find fight as that of most successful political 

bosses of the Hoey B. Long persuasionFor decades, 

he has been District Attorney of his Parish, during which 

he has invariably rolled up tremendous majorities on 

ever election and J. H. says everyone knows leander 

has voted tombstones from the very beginning. This 

past year, he volontari'ly g a ve up his post as 

District Attorney, graciously turning it over to another 

candidate, one supposes, of his own choosing, for 

after all, the new district Attorney is none other than 

Meander Peres, junior. Ths latter undoubtedly does 

his paPa' s bidding while Leander, senior, continues cracking 

the whip and making the cajuns within his domain jump 

crooked. 

A violent racial bigot, Peeses, senior, it is said, 
sends the wives of his henchmen across the Parish 
line into the Jj ew Orleans school districts where the 
present tug-of-war i3 going on to discourage the 
parents o children who should be most concerned about 
the safety of.their children, —discouraging them from 
sending their children to the Dew rleans schools while 
old Peres provides buses, —tyou may be sure at a 
staggering profit ijo himself, to transport Dew rleans 
children over into his Parish to attend private schools. 

By the above statement, 1 do not mean to imply 
that all the roobs members causing so much racket come 
from outisde the city of -'ew ^rleans but it is said that 
the leaders of the noisey groups that whip up excitement 
are from the Peres province and that the 

f lties are to be laid slap at the 
Peres doorstep. Do wonder Peres is one of the South's 
jyPfrfr F a bi d exponent of states. Mah*. ^ __ , , 


* Clear and cold. The absence of a butterfly lily 
as a?> enclosure indicates, of course, that Jack Frost 
arrived with the close of Dovember, I always regret 
the passing of Indian Summer but the fact that 
we were given an extra month this years makes me 
grateful it lingered on so long. 

Yesterday, after having heard nothing from 
the .LostWord about the Evans order of last week for 
primitive note paper, I finally felt forced to 'phone 
Sh.reveport, following another cj.ll from Houston regarding 
the matter. Olp. Mae^ wasn t in but first one secretary 
and then another assured me a note would be put in the 
mail as soon as Ola Mae returned from lunch which was then 3: 
Well, the morning mail arrived on time today and, as 
I had anticipated, there was nothing from the advertising **ai 
Tonight, however, about 8:45, there was a call 
from Ola Mae who said the merchandise could be forwarded 
at once and that she would be glad to ship it directly 
to Houston. I told her that the Evanses had left 
Houston yesterday for Little Eva and she had better 
send \t here. She said it would be here in the morning but 
I don t see how she can make such a delivery but I shall 
accept her word, even though I don't expect it. 

I referred to my last letter to her, —the one 
covering the note paper order in which I asked her 
to mention pecanes to Carolyn if she should chance to 
see her. She said Carolyn was in Shreveport Monday 
but that she had not mentioned pecanes to her. She said 
Carolyn had headed South with a view to g etting a 
film contract to do tide lands. I know not 
if this be a State thing or an oil propomotion. 

In the mean time, the pecanes g.re finished and 3lie can 
now wait for a nother year to get the shots she wanted 
for The"orld of Clementine Hunter. How 
those gals don't do business is wonderful. 
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Ann "illiams Britton caL led from the Chamber of 
Commerce to jive many particulars about what she and her 
husbandhave been up to. They went to Bastrop on 
Monday for some civic-political pow-wow and 

Jack had delivered my message to the Bastrop town fathers which 
I had sent along. Bastrop, you may recall, was the place 
Aaron Burr had his Louis.iana land holdings, prior to 
his abortive attempfi to set up an empire in Mexico. 

I suggested that astrop would do well to underline 

erect a statue in his memory, not 
historical fact in the town's 
give the place a heap of free 
is that nobody ever erected 
a statue to Aaron B U rr while tjie controvery about 
his shadowy dealings will probably buss on forever . 


TO0O1 


its Burr connections and 
only as a reminder of an 
developement Jout also to 
advertising for my guess 


Ann says the Enterprise is p pushing a solid page or 
two of the Louis f/ardini, sr., material which is 
currently being broadcast over the local radio station,, 
an hour a night for eight successive broadcasts. I think 
there are a few errors and a lot of ex rpeneous stuff 
but the whole batch of stuff represents a great wealth of 
material and I spall secure g. copy of . the Enterprise 
publication to add to your •'atchilathes Collection fortwith, 

Ann also broke down when she thought of the 
two pictures she had been asked to have the local artist 
paint for Ralph McGill q/ the Atlanta 
Constitution. She hadn t been able to get any 
canvas and as I had a c.-uple pf suitable boards, 

I told her I would take over the transaction 
fox per if she wished me to and she did. ^'/te 

artist is probably taking a swing at them right now as 
she likes to paint at night and I got the 
material to her this afternoon. 

f 'i '• 

I was invited to the reception for the 
radio and press being held at the Elks Club at 
the gathering of the fireworks doings on Saturday but 
I shall not go, of course. 'fhere are usually 
some pleasant people invited to this annual reception 
and it is sgid the radio is having representatives 
froqi quite remote places and some of these I should 
like to chat with, were there not all the other 
excitement attendant upon that occasion • 

it mill AfH^U 0 - 

cool and the fair pa 


rt will be helpful to the 
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Thursday, December 1st, i960. 


Memorandum : 

• > 

Clear and cold . It will sink to SO tonight and 
is already well on the way down. D ut the moon is full 
and makes things so lovely, one doesn't mind the 
cold so much because of the beauty spread across the 
Igndaiaptke editorial section of today's En ‘-erprise, 
much of the ffar.dini material covering the history of 
Hatchitoches has been printed. I am enclosing an 
. extra copy of this printed material in this letter, thinking 
you might find it convenient to have an extra copyto glance at 
without having to be confined to the paper itself. 

I have written a note of congratulation to Mr. Mardini 
on his broadcasts which are among the duller things I 
have ever heard over, the air but uh ich merit commendation 
because,as in the printed version, I suppose, it is simply 
data without too much rhyme or reason for the presence of much 
of it. One doest write off a mountain, however, merely 
because tt contains a lot of earth and stone if, somewhere 
in the mound there are deposits -of precious minerals 

I do not recommend that you wade through the printed material 
either with any sense of urgency but I do think that you will 
find it convenient to glance at occasionally to get some 
notion as to how things shaped up in this are a , discounting the ti: 
someness of the facts as set forth in such a hodge-podge • 

• 

Mrs. Walker told, me today timt when presented with the 
material, she felt it deserved editing and should not be 
published until it had been and that she had not 
time under present pressures to attend to such a job. Mr. 

Walker, however, felt that it should be published regardless 
so that it m}g{ifi.be given, to. many, of the sixty thousand pilgrims 
attending the fireworks festivities on Satursday night. 

Hud so the whole business was dumped into type and while 
I think Mrs, Walker had an excellent point, still I'm glad 
*2 p print form and therefore td de 
available for future historians to^work over. 


I 
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Friday, December 2nd, 19 60 


Memorandum 


Clear and cold with the thermometer at 24 this 
morning and the banana and butterfly lily stalks but 
thoroughly cooked. I saw the great golden disk rising from out of 
the Red River swamps ton ght and it was as pretty a moonrise as 
I can remember. Grandpa walked over to <*hana 
with me but he wasn t paying much attention to the 
he a yenly parade, fie Png too busy frolicking i round after r a bbits 
who had been sampling onion stalks in the several parterres, 

I wonder if he ever catches any. Probably he does but he 
seems to enjoy the frolic more than anything else, 

J, H. returned f^om Hew Orleans where he had gone, probably 
for several reasons, not the least of which was to consult 
a heart specialist. According to J. HI, and he probably under¬ 
stated the specialist's eport, he was found to have a 
heart condition and was admonished to slow down. One 
thing a out J, 11 , that is unique for aperson so energetic is the 
fact that whenever there is anything w rong with him, he will 
consult q physician. But having done that, he 
proceeds to pay no attention to their advice so that 
his c nsultations seem to be pretty much 
worthless. It seems to me it wasn t so long ago 
when the doctor put him in the hospital fob a few days and 
J, H. accepted the dictum but thought nothing 
at all j bout getting out of bed, going to town, getting 
7 shave, transacting business and thence iback to 
his hospital bed, j: 


J'. H, went to Hew u rleans early this morninj with 
Jerry r ratt and Celeste, accordingly, 
decided to remain in town with one of her girl riends 
tonight, Raymond Breaseale phoned me tonight,asking 
for J, fit's Hew'- r leans address. Raymond is a little worried 
about o, a,, thinking he looks far from well. Everyone agrees 
it is the •>enk rumpus that is pulling him down for 
although he jokes about their ridiculous per¬ 
formances, he is nevertheless distrubed by them. 

Father Calahan came io see me this 
afternoon. He says he is tired of a book he 
is doing on mathematics but is going to stick with it 
since it appears that he may be able to finish it within the 
month if he sticks with it, We talked politics mo fly 
and. 1 didn't bring up the notable event taking place in Rome 
tomorrow when the heads of the Catholic and Anglican Churchs 
get together, — a heartening gesture, it seems 
to me, 1‘here has always been too much animosity 
between all t so-called a'uristian institutions and 
if tomorrow s meeting serves no more than a gesture, the 
outward symbol of civilised respect is something 
for which we should u2 1 be thankful. 

Boday's post did non bring the package from Ola A ae 
that supposedly had been mailed in ^hreve port yesterday. Perhap 
it wi' 1'1 come tomorrow. There was a package from 
Mrs. Spinks, — cake and pickles and 1 was glad she had jumped 
the gun on °lhristmas since a heap of perishable food 
arriving at at the same time a couple of weeks hence 
can be much better managed if spread out a little 

interruption....1 . S.^illard . 

■ L hat lady is back afater a wo d ay whirl through Horth 

M#JiMiil> l #uni>$ r £h* ,l liSf:$o 3 £X!i ra2 v.P e0 P 2e planning to attend the 
ffifflfdw, e Wi U Me a famous 


Even as in he case of his mama, so it is with him, — 
what is obviously felly to others is accept as 3uch by the patient 
who, in turn, goes right on doing those very things 
guaranteed to make life more difficult for them. 

•• 1 ■' ■ 

I did a little -eading last night a nek enjoyed 
what x read. The author's name I know n.ot. —something 
like Percalow i r or Fercalow or some such. ■ hie title of 
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tUe book give no hint as to its subject, — 

Willy u imuon's Drum, or some such As I never heard of 
this youth or why he should have a.drum, I had no idea what 
I would encounter when 1 started out but I soon d 3covered that 
the diamond youth was a resident of Lexington, Massachusetts, 
audit was his business to beat his drum when the Minute Men 
were to be summoned. 

L'he author gives a marvelous picture of the Lexington scene 
and i s inhabitants in 177 5, and then proceeds to sketch in 
biographical accounts of the main characters who were to 
participate in the events leading up to the scuffle there in 
177 5 which triggered the Revolution. 

I gather the author has done and endless amount of research 
and then gone ahead and pu it into entertaining prose that 
enlightens and delights at the same time. 

U know not mf hms slant ms correct or not but, of so, 
one is given to understand that the differences between England 
a nd her colonies which had been strained during the precssdmg 
ux?r; -h. u ■ on th ’ v'zg 1 of h • s •* * g'-*s 

bv L f.-.t ol S~m who had a genius for manipulating 

mofi rule, contrived to galvanise the public resentment 
against the Crown and whipped up .a measure of hysteria 
a bout the so-called "Boston Massacre" a little earlier when 
his cousin, John Adams, had defended the British soldiers 
in that mix-up. Unlike John, Sam was a filure 
in e verything except his i bility to take the pulse of 
the public and put the various f actions into one big 
group and turn the whole body into anti-colonial 
efforts, and one is given to understand that 
it waJL Sam, who was at Lexington, who gave tilings atwist 
that percipitated the disorder which, under th e facile 
pen of Sam could be so "cooked up" as to convince 
all the other colonists thattheir own,lives and laberties 
were about to swept away if they didn t get busy and start 


Sunday, Dee ember 4th, I960• 

iw r..OT\ Itwob Vv«»iHU0\. 

.130 *«<> Mi ibSAitizh 194elc t «oo»n**\o 'iobmv- 

'vxuA «* tfi* bun b««U 

Memorandtot 

May t direst yeur attention) te the fine new 
- ribbon, slap oUt ef Lyme. 

' 1 Yesterday and" te day have been the two prettiest 
ef the entire a ktimbal season, elear , parrn and doubly tmpreee 
in view^tye, eeld snap just proceeding this week end. 

• Everybody in town estimates the number ef out ef town 
1 visitors for Saturday, and this year it was 
betweeh fourty thousand and thousand. 

5 A ‘Thn+. im n ft t%±hm’T mnli mf Aai/isfl "that. I III 

itosYi-iv boh fr* 


5>M«JO 

tD 

I . 

I 


That is just another way of saying that I 
betiseen fourty one a nd sixty one thousand visi 
as a. result of the Batohitoches o onoentrqfion. 

* !a0 “ X *• *' . . *,ii 


had somewhere 

visitors 


™ I may'be themumber a little but 

there wefb quite a few people although only a oomparatively 
i<0,lu ’ TT:U few got inside the gate and those^by appointment . 

- 00 Ain asked me'to reoeibe some on Saturday morning, 

i 7 . ;!i pdt some on'Saturday afternoon . H»«n t*#r« were 
.eou.r" j n , r9 through fat on Sunday afternoon early and more 

latePih the day oh request ofltr. Bodges who phoned 
from Many to say Ur. Oreen, superimtendent of Bellangrath 
" '— - J *• -- *— had 

plaoe 
i, had 

iVj ' * r 93 Ur. '(freon arrived promnhy at the cfpointod hour 

of 5, 'brthgtng Mrs , Green with him, a Ur, and Urs. 
somebody from Mobile and .a Ur. andj/rs. sombody else 
from Uetphis. Everybody seemed ,«n chanted with 
what they had to see and ^lingered rather longer 

l, « 

%hey dtWi&eted their depirtprn, for, they ~ dmitted, 

“ - ‘\ed them to kid f ms and 

*•. V**** 1#nf 

Sit people, xgeng.t - 


• Ur. Bodges 
bring i 

6 ’ 3 bvt nW 


«0T\ msuoo Mi ert-towstiX snt b»«*iu utuulufo m 

• os uiudt tloe otlft omaA biuili^ .'c »*••» 

btollil .Z .1 .b1c3*b ijnilnob d 


__t U— - ..fl > 


__ f 
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returned to d hrevopo rt. This morning Sitter came oi 
to' invite'"he x to breakfast with her and daughter at i 
• big house. She naid Joe had arrived laet night. I 




.OSfcl * T9 W 

The Wenke journeyed down from Shreveport on 
Saturday afternoon , Sieter and daughter in one ear, 

Lloyd and girl friend in another. Sieter man here 
for tupper, About 9:30, after going back to town for the 
fireworks, she returned here with daughter to epend the 
s ' night. Lloyd and girl friend came dpwn, too, but I 
did not see any of them although thby olaimed they eame 
over here which I doubt • Lloyd and girl friend 
returned to ^hreveport, Thie morning Sieter came over 
to* invi%e~bie % to breakfdot with her and daughter at the 
big hoUise. She eaid Joe had arrived laet night. I 
believe the *enke pulled about about 11 *30. I 
0 : * " bow Joe at dinner aeroee the fence. Be went to 

town thieafternoon but returned'here about 5 and 
'wa had a drink together be ore going across the fence 
for cupper . He catd he had come beeauce Pat had written 
J i him of P J. H.’s heart condition , How anybody 
• is'going to clew down J. H., 1 wouldn’t know , 

k,ut curely it will not be J» B, and probably only Sod. 

J or J. B % ie just like hit mama in. that he thinks himcelf 
tndeotruotable and pr obably will never go slower until 
stricken, Everybody, however, wi 11 clutch at hie coat- 
t ^ tails to no 1 avail. *Meet of us, all of US, in /act, 

are agreed that hie worry over the ignk performances does more 
toeffeot^him than his o»n exertions on other matters • 

n v.i.9 o ' *.«jr f i’. ,1; 17 . '•** '' 

I talked with Mr. Walker tonight. e said 
V- a feeler had been put out byCharles through 

the good offtqeo if a nttual acqua'ntanae'of the 
Times and *ntOrprt»e, hinting thdt the Times 
was prepared .to purchase the Bnterprise. Mr. Walker 
t o 1 9- "had suggested that one or the othet-paper buy the 


r.& - Vo It'- 


3M 3/V 'of B 

&*to4 i 


itruotahie and pr obably will never go slower un 
»ken. Everybody, however, will plntch at his o 
i to no 1 avail. Most of us, all of us, in faot. 


until 

eeat- 


t -iic tuts \pmpsi tscy asi*. -cost hi 

Monday, December 5th, I960* 

sd* t 8t*> ji reo.. 1 t e* ... t 

obui tiiM ees'isc \o ©tote ofciuno oi »o*i\ 

. ’ , til ojJo.ic to\ euobmttod ooi \$m \o 

•• : -t f. : u .'.i ,3 COLllx.., fa/' • i .. i ..OJB V i-’tiVt < > 

uo vl Ii3i:u t ic „ ynaX r.duv »\i \joIa.W9 oi bee- h i. 

. ok j JfenerandUB: «' uc..io ben i hi bsti.oi'H: 
i hi t ii s&uoos at - o fcsoM.iroT =■< o-; fcoi% \j1»hoS 


a feeler had been put out byCharles through 
the good offtqeo of a mutual asqua ntanae ••* 
Times and *n tCrprtse, hinting thdt the Timei 
was prepared .to purchase the Enterprise. Mi 
had suggested that end of the 0 thef-paper hi 
ether some time baok but Charlie had ' 


e said 


had Suggested that one or the other paper buy th 
• *•' - ether some time baok but Charles had ' 

61 •' 3 disdained considering suoh a thing, .And so n»« 

'that Charles had some into uoiley and a new view- 
,; >ei»t, be.thinks the purchase of the nterprise 
»„ tui .d td.a. Jfr. radt.r, 

I the neatf ti»e, has ohanged his mind , too, and is 

» . inelinedto retain the *nte[rprise regardless. 

3o the tide of newspaper publishing ebps and flo 
that quarter and Batchitoches will be the better 


— Jo the tide of newspaper publishing ebbs and flows in 

that quarter and Batchitoches will be the better served , 
1 t hin y $ t f the Walkers retain ownership of the 

Bnterprtee iC 0 w 


Celeste viewed the fireworks in town from 
the I. S. Willard home where she said there wat 
a darling group of people. I. S. Willard 


o. i ^ o» : i c- 3 DriMMley all day and in the mid VO’U'b 

o .^Tiiiuo ohi it) ooucj t 1 

u \. r It was such an unexpected plusir to 

discover a Friday message from Lyme* tntoday's 

JISS#*.-.v,; / hoioo eofcii ot* t o- : r . • 

- u ; OVJ. ,9 o. 3.' Vc t'dipi: 11 * T 9. • ' 8tbib ji "fe/o 

o- .. ? .; J shallnhO'i'tli'hsrsstUd to learn how the theatre turned 

e ‘and in view e/ the-pig os to he presented and those 

un ; presenting it t t-p should have boon dl together 

-- t delightful. &The .little breather making'this 
possible made me % so happy all around. 

:-z-\ e<.. «oi oiin-.-iiiti iuoi - w ...nibiioT t 8«oo*nsi isoi v ; ct 
t bt •; i The vignette presented, ■ too, of the ■- 
.1 eo activities of the several family groups 

bi:oe on Thanksgiving DayimaQo it quits clear how 
i i the 8 f unit havebeen a little element of the 
i.. a ." un/ortunato qhoyt .it* Somehow it. all reminded me of 

An » t ('»hat the a rtist once said to Ora when remarking upon 
9l J the auount a/ grqy*,ehe had used in a picture : 

.- • . it- oi v •' a.1i ir.i/.' - '>> 

"Cray is for sad. 

ebiu ";i-. % Sc4 siiiil o Hi noe ,o bitk 

* .it ^ J.shall hold;the thought that a toueh o/ 

i ior' rose.may lsomehow.be* introduced into the setting 

a“d old rose somehow eradieatss'the sad o/ the gray, and 
bx l b i . ,b;*er »ay this.he just..in* the uoff tug . «iib i 

..lie ATcio 9»\3 Oi b 9 ittu 7 3b ,03 9*ii fciuo 6 1 
.1 b ii l i-telo I am ss glad you mentioned the introduction 
9 ! 4 i v . ,.JB3 of the 16 aBd two thirdss busimassif 1the 3 
t-ti- it 4 b 1 sheading machines. J shall write fiatonRouge 

tonight, aching that My. name tbe put on the list. 

• on bib 4i bo osi ssxU al44il siAoi iuooi 

There ie something magical about the way the 
belt 1 6B31 spirit»of Ohrietmae unfolds-eo suddenly along a bout 
ci 9 rt- c this time'Of year. c-J oBc#ure the big rtree ye u 
t e i * , j snii t c>. mentioned will be altogether glorious and I hope 

; os in- taking a x he*k far igoureelf, you will include a eeeend 
one for me, tee. ni « t avrersr 


.1 eo / . ?. 

bli9E oi 
4 . 

esoIooT*.:.: o*i 
toot . 
Obi sir . 


arrt£Uort3 
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In response to your inquiry about the persimmons, 

. to aaycdhap.wtvi'Sbh they were quite bountiful this 

* year, the heavy rains, I guess it was, seemed to transform them 
from green to orange and a state of over-ripeness that made 
shipping of any too hazardous for practicality. 'm 
so glad you memioned the quinees of the smaller variety 
which they used to employ in making jelly for, until you 
mentioned them, I had forgotten thou* that type. I was 
doubly glad to be reminded of them beoause it, in turn, 
j-emindod me of a tree^ef fruit sueh as you desoribe, that graced 
a hidden garden at my aunt's house in the country, a garden 
I liked better than all thq rest because it was os oosey and 
1 serene. £ suppose it wasn t more than SO feet 

square, two sides protected by a high-etone wall, the 
other two sides bythe right angles of the house, given over 
to a little private library on-.one side and a n enclosed 
gallery on the others—two features of the house that most 
people never knew existed, so that the little garden with its quin> 
tree was almost a » sesluded as eigarden oould be, —and I 
loved.it and the old tree, under which I loved to while 
away long afternoons, reading without interruption save from 
the occasional, uisif of a butterflv, a cricket or a bird, 
all three of whom seemed to.like the place as much as I. If 
I. can find a modest, little box, I am bound to send 
along one or two of the smaller quinoes so that 
C you may have the pleasure of just sniffing the marvelous 

perfume whioh may waft you momentarily, too, back 
to other, times and dimes, as you share with me the 
delightsof the fusion as of then and now. 

. bo» ''o\ e i yot 

And spe a king of sending a little bod, reminds me 
of t something that happeued.JBatutday.^ I was at the 
post, off iso .when J. B.same along.asked me, to 
my surprise, for I thteught there was a vast shortage, 
if I didn't want to send some peoanes to somebody. I said 
I should like to. He turned to the olerk and 
, re mar ke d that I woul d be handing the clerk a list 

of addreseas and to send finite pound sacks to everybody but added 
that he knew little Miss Lee would be on the list and be sure 
to send her ten pounds on my account which I thought 
would tickle little Miss les as it did ms. 
oAe jJ cM K; ,n i'^roe m 

^r.cU y So much mors to eh at to r a he u t but I guess I had 

better confine myself to .this pa go ’and give you a chance to 
get on with the hundred and one demands on your time these busy, 

v hueuidaye. It was all so nice, today's unexpected 
message from Lyme .«cs » 


1. l j Tuesda, December 6th, 1960. 

. - . ;• V % t { \ • ■ tl . 

•\ o*o a bi A ■■ sa\, b»»\ ebe a* :j1cj i-Vnu . 

i\ o • »a> ayouto v*\8 beor • .»l t. • ftf'ob -ta*l «; 

t i .Memorandum s '■ na "ic. J 

r.ute ftu ia #»'.& »4 c. «t enf 4 oihn an 

. 039 t .-- All gray and 70~isJ*% a-.so- «• • n • os no 

. There were two layers of clouds all day, the upper and 
lower: levels being made of patchwork pieces of 
rather thin sections through which no shaft of a an 
shine ever penetrated but sc oontrived as to make it seem 
it might at any moment, ... c c. 

i X sat down .on a bench on the west side of tf h ana about 
, 4*30 this afternoon. The light was <euoh a lovely blur it 

automatically took me bnok to the fine collection or 

I ^ 4 *.. ^ J — JiL J.L .. “ “ 


A i-s examples, at least, of timer sunsets in both the Metropolitan 

i and national Gallery, —the London ono+ and I was 0 

enchanted pith \he quarter hour of relaxation and reverie. The 
- Uhana garden offers the best- view of the shy of qll the gardens 
andm very fend of going there frequently jusr to obstorb a 
0 , , ■ ■ skyscape, whenever the build-up. looks promising, —and 

j - o it never disappoints. i t 

MK;0*n .J I1S\ IUQO 1 3 Oi\o tiiiseoe 4 tir,; iX 3i 4 te*\fcii *»A J 

a ,ci, ' •> - J enclose two or three lsttsre. ysu might o;Us, 

,/jnd entertaining m J ‘he one from c arris to #guMi;s> 

\ i .’hb, typically Carrio, I Cannot, resist dropping her a line 
a, i to tell her . how much she sounds liko the editorial 
i ' Page ef the hreveport* "Tines whan she gets te talking 
a polities, tc t*\$ ei ta*\. *t ft- • oi &:• 

• <A0lt3 9*W Hi 3*jjVJ 

I cm wondering if she usee that phrase absut 
.* r. net eeuntfny letters to everyone. X'suppose 1 have probably 

wnitten her fixo. on. six times, since lust oho took quill in 
hand to address a few worda. to me. >,Under thd > » 

5 circumstanoee, I should, think, she weuld.de better 
ts skip, referenoo. to letter, ee unting. . ?> 

ac uAt llx. io', «eeo**v ytonne. 

« u aAi- The. letter from Mr?, "ardimi is Oe much lihe>-\\ 
t -v- his epeken word. '^ero:. io something a *eut hie situatieu 

'.that reminds me ef Mary Pringle. Jon may rooall that in her 
i a ease. Dr. Hand ones deled me jf I. would see her and suggest 
t bai.t5®»c : ataoj ba3-,\ i3iuo stgo ebon iteee 

Vi hou r iu ynoto enoy ftur>.l biu ..ei s-a 
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Wednesday, December 7th, I960 


something that would get t her out of doers and doing things with her 
hands . As a courtesy to him, I agreed to see her • She had 
a camera with her and told me she had just had a dark room set up 
in her boas. I suggested she always keep her camera handy when tr a i 
up Cans' iver w a y so that she might snap a ehot whenever, 
at what"we re bound to be rare intervals, she might stumble 
onto just the right scene 9 'Jiiwt "the right light, etc • b he 
took me at my word, and a day or so later appeared at my door, 
r a u»oui\ciQ§ she had taken four hundred pictures the day before 
and they were already for publication tn a bod* that 
we eeuld oall Cane^iver, It in so ^tffteult to tell a person 
in suoh estate that their work ten t a ny good and not up 
to publication standards • v;. »> ’« 

4 -*- ind so it is with Mr*. Hardint, He has dug up a tremendous 
amount of data, together with maps, illustrations, etcsome 
t ef\ them very rare d-- but he cannot writ* and I find it difficult 
to tell him so. He said he was contact with a house in Hew York 
call the. Compt Press or some- much and that they would publish 
his work but not the illustrations, maps, etc • You know and I know 
that this is some flim-f 2a* concern that is going to take him for 
a ridp *ut he has vast faith in the whole set-up and 
will i see the light.Isnly after it is tear lots, *ut regardless 
ef that, I teld him that if he ever changed his mind about 
a publisher, it might bo possible that I osuld find someone 
who would, advance the several theusand dellars retired fer the 
venture but «v<Md no* mention Mr m Hodges, cf course • , 

,, Mr ^ Hard ini, said he likes to- do .research ee^-much but d seen t like 
to write*, She poor thing deesn t realise, ef course, that-he 
ean t write in the first plaoe<tnd in the second place it 
is always the research that it the fun and the Writing 
that is the trick, 

sso.j ene V 1 

I talked with, a Agworleanw. lady visiting Hatshitechse this 
weak find* &he has a esuple of she eel children iotto J 
attend seheel in MeCresment ^iky but not the ones 
at present in the limelight, .1 was very much interested 
to hear her sag that she thought perhaps the 

priuaru rsasou for all the oouffling going on at the mouont stems 


. bHO *vsl *.*• . •— V’b’- SU 

si. : 4--.VSB *TSio • ; .. • • . Hi'.. . • . ^ t S‘ -t 1. 6 

t Ifemorandumi . 

8v . iTsi: uAi -.1 - » s'". » OT i. :-.' »»\ J-.. , . o 

i\ u- ie 03 .X' c t O 00 Cloudy a nd sort ef 50-ish, I am 

e t : gladztks oald front which it e dumping anew all ever Horth 
s> i Texas cp pears stalled and I hops it gets rid ef all 

ti r-v- before it starts to messy down this way, or better 

t- 4 .t * tills it never gets moving again at all. 

\q % eow - • *ioob no be toe Hi \jto4sit z b '? 

-\ \ .MV firet L hrietmae card ef the seaeen^eame to 
.s ji ...band by today’s post . It was frsm seme font named 

e ... Wintedbet.tem, a T exas resident although I have 
e . ."4 forgotten the .torn where Herr Wipterbottem resides, 

t Vaguely, it seems to pe, I remember- having had seme eert 

ef correspondenae with the aforesaid Winterbottem but what 
it was all bout I cannot remember, I wish this were 
the only holiday greeting I would reoeive from apersem 
t •„ » who identity I sonnet place, '■ 

. ; z • *t t *e..i . «r. i ... , r/- »oo: 

About 4 o’clock, the lady doeter appeared at mu deer. 


I found this observation quite arresting 
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Thursday, December 8th, 19 50. 


we were but three, — J. *., the clerk and I. 

4s always, J. finished first, the clerk next while 
I ioa8 snly just getting started. I get up, however, and teld 
J. H. that he had ts give some hit to the clerk and me as 
ts how we might-effectively gr a sp his ceat tails to slow him 
i o \\down a little. *e had quite a littlo^skat and he, as 
; ^ always, brushed his ewn health aside, haying he would die 
, ;sJ * .,!}*. -j ^nyway if he had to -slow downs " I Walked as far a s the front 
gat* with them and then returned to finish my supper. About 
7 o'lock, however, somebody knocked on my door and it was, of al 
•v people, J. H. fe chatted about himself for a little while and 
, .. on leaving, he said he Mould ^really tty slowing up a little. 

v I think he will have little success id his attempts and I 
.pa i „$ douht if anyone oan show him how effectively but perhaps 
a . ■ hit regard for others, oonoemed over his health, may 

gW give him p a uee occasionally. ; " 

919 «i.U .it-. '.91 aill.. ‘ l *1 

m J _L ^ ^ _— J . 1 


11 

li:: B-i: 


H0&1 


on 9 . ^anight s. news and ]}ews comments-'seem to be 
all wrapped up on r earl arbor memories of 1041, with mueh 
talk, too, a bout the Government, at long last, releasing 


v .. pictures of the original bonis that blasted the 

' m i two Cities, bringing the war to dolose? Great 

.satisfaction seemed to be felt all around that 
.the photos of these bombs should have been released but 
i-u- for. the life. of me, I sannot see why anybody should 
feel force should be used to get these VJj- 
photographs out of their classified list and 
reproduced in newsprint. Peob a bly 
aojJ scientisfa for military people would find them 
, , # 9 fr. entertaining but 1 oannot imagine anyone «• 

- (j . r else, keing- .t ooj impatient to see their likenesses. 

UJ ,0b tn\* b t *Ui s OAi BDU 19 At 09 B 1 «0 U * ^ 

ooou -i at aa»'.o«9\ “o show i oa •* » B( v 

i «■ t . . i * .'Ann filliamsBritton- called me this afternoon 
to chat a little* I was sorry I was busy with 
* \ e u i. , 9 helpers a t the tine so couldnlt go into ^ 

t,,\ ^ io 9 f (kerne •/ *** pslitioal^ things I should have liked to. 

eui / #«iT f»us*onji, * 0 #** spent last week end in Baton*ouge 
v«s»4 wA*re is behind the scenes man in some of the State 
Administration's doings andzJksnaimaks'-'glad to 

2 tue fust (town the street. *he Udid it's a secret that 
Juanita B. is in her second month of preinencv. interruption, 
did I say second month of pregnancy,and loth parties are 


t o Memorandum j !' s~.i> ,o - ■■ 

a ;; u aviviaaa s « <*' ai j *' 

14 Clammy and "air-ish", about 40. It 

began sprinkling about an Aour. before daylight, keeping gently 
but steadily at it all day, surprising me with its total 
of two inches by night, it had all been so thin. It continues 
in the same vein tonight and will npt let up. before tomorrow 
. night, the weather bureau says. In short, it’s just like 

, 3 December day which, indeed, it is. • 

•, - — it;i - ,95 .u nt 5 ". ■ • ■ •• i:i 

coffee I learned tha\ X^al HertsogGunn, the late Miss 
sit, Sally's daughter-, fe in the hospital. Before coffee, Thelma 

_ “ 9 had called me to pay the same thing and as T. Sal is 

John's secretary and as the^times are busy§ her sabsenoe 
. i , from thePresident's.offieo fe much regretted. Carmen had the 

9 sans thing to. relate, in the afternoon. I* Sal's daughter, 

. b< U a ry Gunn Johnson, wap, down with her family from Shreveport 

for the light festivities on Saturday. I gather from 
v . . - o what I heard over the, coffee.oups that 1* Sal got mightily 

V , > I ilt either during or just after the lights and 


s'irt 


Liiu 9 


it must have been a good one to put her in the hospital. 

S 0 far as I know, John and T helma has never known that 
T. Sail hits the bottle fsith such force, hits at it at all, in 
.. ynt tor years-Sal has been A*4*<nf it. Her 

older sister, arie Lfuist^ertsog, wife of Dr. Holbrook of u ew OrL 
died an alooholic soma years b a ejs. Miss SaMy was 
always adamant about never letting.. Hquor be in the 
house, at Magnolia a %e re suit, was that Marie Louise and T . sal 
were forever dootoring up their cokes and such like and Miss Sally 
never dreaming that any of her children drank. 

- - • * 

4 I oa»> t remember if I mentioned a dcy or two ago that 

/Emmet has * new Erwin and o very thing in the basse-eour is 
// just lovely, the uew Erwin looking exactly like 
f the former one whose place she takes, neither of them seem to 
like the drisale and when I let them out, were inclined 
i, to frolic sn the. gallerywith an occasional sortie into 

\ the puddles, beyond which they adored. Along a bout 

r o'clock this afternoon, they volondmrily returned to 

. £±f 

imrr. „ altau , ,„ t * f a a ^, all . d arani 

> Ub»» c ©* 9*_10\ I 


bs 


\.o a a 




aoi s .Vo an 
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and a pair of d.u oko named Em met and Erwin and, of course, 
■they are quite right, tut as the successive cats and ducks 
don't seem, to mind, wfio a»-'i to worry akout their 
: i, . sameness of names. 1 

i u: - I have been impressed by the leisurely fashion in 

B .. . which Cabinet appointments are being made by . 

?. Mr. Kennedyj giving the public an opportunity *o 
u\ digest each instead of swallowing them all in a single gulp 


u. ■ 


Friday, December 9th, 19 60. 


Commentatorjt tonight suggest this is done slowly, with frequent 
rumors being put out in advanoe, suggesting several names for 
^ a particular pest, in order the ^roafdent-sloet may 
be guided My public reaction, *—approving or disapproving, as 
the individual c a ee may evoke . There seems to be some 
e fear % that the public Might object to Hr. Kennedy would 

tppoint his brother, Robert, to the poet of*ttorney General. Sod 


uo-; twi 

v c-.' 


•a - 

t \o!’. ^*KoV Ut dosen^t seen'te'Mpf that Mr.- Kennedy weuld hesitate 
. about naming anyone he felt would best fill a given pli oe. 
'Personally, * den't'care if the whole Cabinet is filled with 2Tenij 
i ,ifx they givethe kind of servioe the Presidentelect seems to 
expecting o all his appointments and there s no question 


iu , i 


. about it that brother Robert has demonstrated fco knows his way 

j i . around the law-courts* Ac an admirer of both ^ 


i-. 


o)'a 


•ta- 

•'.0 i 


£u'« . 

y£.i. '< iZi 

koM 
ei 


0 « 


a: 91 


.Stevenson and fubright, £ should welcome either or both in 
. the Cabinet and perhaps^ they will both to* as a matter of fact, 
oji# as Secretary of State, the other as Ambassador to the U.H., 
a- Cabinet statue. I must say I hoped the former Illinois 
Governor might be named Secretary of State but tonight it 
s - appears he will be the Ambassador instead, 
i-, u 3*11 rioue -■■■:. esAoo il «u snWoa'oo 
• *if ' KV.' Li > ts • • ' 

On the Louisiana front, the Legislature whose cookeyed 
> .laws took scads of people off Welfare a month or two ago, 

1 -$ r c has created a fine assortment of difficulties for people 

who understand nothing about what if going on. he case of the 
5 sb \c i» id oio */ tjie Jiarfc Duke is a case in point. She has had 

.vs : no Welfare check for-these past several months and 
- -it i"..ts m.u I believe her children number five, the oldest being 
t o 22 or- iz years old. The familylaoks sufficient shoes and 
c; 3 clothing fsr the children to go to school. I 

learned about this situation tonight*'£ho Welfare offioe 
• « is going to have a busy morning on tbs ,'mprrow. , I'll 

bet Santa makes it to Little tver regardless and the State will 
be supplying the necessittes~and the gifts * 


xo.a?^ aw 


f° r Me to ° twudee. mot un h.* *. 


Memorandum 

Cloudy, chilly and humid but no drizzles, 
priase the Lord. Wears promised mother session 
of dews and damps starting at midnight and lasting 
for. about £4 hours but are promised an improvement 
by Tuesday. I hold the thought the'Weather Bureau 
timetable may be a little slow a nd that a pleasant 
heat wave will catch up with us long before then. 

.ncivaae i v.i 1, sw/v aw; :.i en.’ UlO- a.'s \o =>j-cc 
. i i. It's always nice to encounter a laugh before noon 
aaidtl got one this morning around 2:30 when Carmen called 
to express her delight with this week's column, "Letter 
i i . ,‘to Santa". Carmen is as eld fashioned and bigoted 

■_ about aolor asmost dullards and r - i: - 

obviously didn't get the point of the article 
at all, just going to prove that once one gets followers 
of a column, he is likely to have their approval, even if 
-wtaa- he is saying things % qutte contrary to what the readers 
believe. Wtty K the Legislature currently whipping 
up racial distrubanoes and all the scuffling going on 
t in ew rleans, one member and another of the 'Louisiana 

i» , Prpss Association has opined that CaneKiven Memo 
seems to get in more licks a gainst : ".-o. ^ 

uj bigotry than any .other medium of the moment^ One of 
(il v these days £ suppose the C^-tixensCounoils will start sqawking but 
in the mean tine if people like fyrnen read-the column 
and applaud, it somehow suggests either that nobody 
«.!. o t much is reading the thing anyway or that those who do 
read it always miss the point. « ^ut at least 
people dwelling beyond the Pelican State eometimee 
o empress approval and explain the reason for dciug so is because 

they like some of the stuff being set forth. Some lady 
living in Bew x ork named Lake, —it seems to me her name might be 
; Alios but 1 am not. sure, and said to boji friend of 
"i/T i., Mrs.ho os eve It, wrote the editor of the ? liter prise 
t ar wliile buck* asking for particular* a bt ut the columnist 

- M because, a* she explained, she had already fallen in levs with bin 
Imagine.- Carmen, fer one at ledot,*hath t falen tn love 
nof\ Tafrtral a 98 'iv.inill 9iu*«9i SW ^.o 

4ii -4 3* '\9 ; Jt9L tai'j'ailu ii^oj tjol .dijbi’ifaia 




f 
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Sunday, December 11th, 19 60. 




.......-t oi: m . • >■ •" iSiu.o t 

the columnist but ehe likes to get out on the front row 
and applaud after having read the thing without ever bothering 
■jj, to pause long enough to sense its implications. A 
hundred years hence when the present .tenseness of the 
present oolor thing has faded, if anyone should 
stumble over.a file of 2 he Enterprise and glance through 
some of the columns in the Cane H iver section, he would 
or will prob a bly he amased that ,they, at'publication time, 
meant anything at all, as viewed :in that future glare 
of noondap, h a ving forgotten the darkness of the 1960's when 
the faint glimmer of one little, candle could exert a faint glow, 
If only today Louisiana had a Beaumarchais to knock off 
a qpntempoary "Mariage de Figuere". v vro 

, i • y si J -> 8l.c 8 S;. .Vi SUOTQ '■■■ • 0. % .-.-L. - 

Why the State library Board should have met in Alexandria 
instead of Baton&ouge today, J know nct.z But a meeting 
there was and J.:B.,as chairman, attended, with 
Celeste going along to do seme shopping. I am glad 
J. B. had Clyde Cl a ude £ mnett Davis drive. At supper, 

•£* #. said Joel *letoher, also in hoard member, had sent 
me a gallon •/ cream from the Southwestern 
University a gricul ure section. It 'a nice to know 
Dr. Joel, thought of me but I shall never see the stuff sinoe, 
a s in the past, it undoubtedly went into the deep freeze to 
be. drawn on from across the fence foj festive occasions. I am 
noA complaining a bout the failure of the stuff to reach its 
final destination for I m making mighty slow 
progress, in my efforts at reducing aatd something tells me 
food temptations will he confronting me daily in the weeks 
Just. ahgStfd as vi. V. ' a^.i i»ns 

r„ V- ,\ s» -- b»» 0 « 

I o a n't recall if l mentioned or did net mention 


>,l din- si? saa a- s^’oo u 
£ 8 AS KO «0L 1 IS ySyst^ sA 
usV. of a^tua': a-As 
30 -iiT 3 B: Lao - i 

Memorandumi 

tio'j 


. uoo 

biso a»ie 

,)iir. b:;~ : 

Ja.ii at a 


iAB. 


S;;att : a 


z~ a 


Hr. 


a 

a a i ib* 

: j K <-• 1 310 
Suodr £ 


l -; v i\ > siViMla 
cJ ba«8s8 .'.5 vi» 
bBOJ'.S.ttlf' 

’« it- t y w* 
o'Jrooyu* looi'oa &<\S 

es-.-io-. ar .i ■ .itabt- 4 ?- ■ • * * ~. i 

Saturday showery and cold, Sunday sunny and cold. 

What interests me more a bout the weather, however, is 
tonight’s news, indicating that Lyme is getting snow 
and I find myself holding the thought there may not be 
much of it and that it may As cleared from the streets befere 
’tomorrow's dawning. •' 

ka. .nc-Soat i'oise s. Stans' 


• - a - i “ , 

v Saturday a popt brought a letter from Kay which speaks 
for itself. Appanartly things.art rocking along alright in 
that quarter but. I do wish James were going with her to 
T he Bluff. 

r8vta* hi 

1 he letter from the daughter of the * rank Percy's, mailed 
from the Post °ffice nearest St. Mary's in the Woods, was unexpeote 
It seems so odd that that section of Louisiana would 
be hearing a hout theCane &iver Memo en arpenwood from 
at /nr of iold as the Frenehtown, &ew ersey Pratts, In 


Hi 


a .1 S oi 
ii 


j .iQuanS 


.; u 




Si:ti Stj 

. hwu lo 


ob a.i 




p.« i n 


Sai 
j\S ioi auo 

ouol hi 


8 yesterday that Ann Britton called me te say .that in the 


responding te this letter, I said that I did net chance to 
have a copy of the Memo in question which isn't the truth, 
and that I would eommunioate with the publisher, —not naming same, 
of the paper regarding a back number. The 'truth is 
that the punch line about the reenwood reflecting pool 
being deep enough to float a mule was from the lips ef 
,,, Mrs. ./{rank Peroy, although not named, of oouree, in the 
article. Still, I feel instinctively that 
[the daughter jsight recognize hpr mother's words 


an.sK t. 


S 

s«u 




in tho quotation and I shouldn t like to ' * ' 

K ke anyone wince unnecessarily. I hope the 1 

dy forgets ths Memo and I shall stall the office in 
forwarding anything te her while hoping that the Pratts, who 
had a oopy may have lest it. 3 -• c 

• V*to sSao S-iW hi V> sue.' \ 

I ca» readily imagine how impossible it must be te 
find time to read anything in the present hurly-burly and 
if you skip .enclosures, you will • really 1 have 
missed nothing of any special interest. ' c >' 

^ .. 


a new film in.predustion, bearing the title of 
of Clementine Hunter". I enclose a letter from 
Pat Baldridge. You will find another letter from her in 

J J.— 4- ^ — -——A-- A—*.—■- 
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, t . -i tU • «’- 

Blythe and Jean came to see me this a ftemoon. 

They both seemed to he pretty much on the gay aide and 
both are entranced with the doings in Jew rleana and 
ashed me if I didn't feel as thrilled as they were that 
the school boycott was succeeding. All: three of us 
laughed when I said my gardsnflourished across the wall 
from theirs. t 

„ 

£iid' speaking of the,Pew Orleans thing, in the ourrent, 
December. 18th,, issue of Time, there is a grand quote 
from someone or other, —from the Herald-Tribune | I believe, 
in the section devoted to (fiotes from the ndtion s press, if 
there is such a section. In any evpnt, the thing is about 
letting the Confederacy cecede, after all these years, and 
. I find it a b a ug-up. Mr. Walker read it as- • 
over the 'phone to me last night. 

At supper tonight, I learned that T. Sal Hertaog Sunn 
, has left the hospital in town and gone to Alexandria 

to spend four weeks with her son down there. She seems to 
* h a ve gone on o terrific bat so such foroe as to 

hospitalise her but it is hoped she may get back on 


Monday, December 18th, 19 60. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and cold all day. Clear and oolder tonight with 
the promise of a freese. 

. ; . t.-V ' " 'il• • «S*U» 

I was sorry my hopes of yesterday regarding only a 


b~. - 


.. hospitalise her but it is hoped she may get back on 
hit? feet aud return to her job as first secretary to the 
* President. John wrote l^er to the effect that we all 
" occasionally need a little rest and he hoped she would be 
__ bqok.with the beginning of the new semestre which I thought 
quite noble q f him* 

A note from Misslate Perkins states that‘she was 
going to the hospital;for uc hernia operation.• Because 
of the age and condition of her bwother and sister, she 
had to haOe them put in the hospital, too, while she 
was therei She..remarked that it wool d be fifty six year next 
January £l»t that ,she first undertook te a ching J. H. 

Going to the hospital is bad enough for anybody but it 
seems to me having to drag a sister and brother with one 
* to see they get some sort of care »u«t beat about anything 

I have heard of in that category. 

. , sea* ■ i no*' ** l '~ ' ’ . 

j_ And nop I'm going to knock off some mail and then 
try to^catoh 10. Marrow onfiackground, holding the 
thought the, while that it has already stopped snowing 
in Lyme .......... 


<5 i “ *i J 
To *5S« 


moderate amount of snowin the Lyme area, and all 
the wishes came to naught in the tons of stuff that fell 
all over the place and so <. endlessly. It goes without 
saying I shall be so glad when I learn how little 

Miss Lee fared in the wake of the storm. 

- . •_ . s ^ , 

Saturday's post began manifesting signs of 
increased aotvity in the postal section and today's 
a**unt w a s augmented. Although quite a lot of food stuffs 
have already come to hand, I have been successful in 
getting it distributed fairly well. The majority of 
plantation friends don't seem to oars for fruit cake but 
the few exceptions are altogether eraay about it, which 
is a help. I have had only three fruit cakes thus 
far and have had no difficulty at dL 1 in finding 
recipients.for them. By dint of some doings on 
the 'phone with town, I have alwso been luckf enough to 
get.some things going in the direction of the Dark Luke's widow 
and children and that seems to make things more in 
tune with the spirit of'the season. 

SB » 5 *S 0 v L#n* ,c * 

ean O'Brien sent me a fruit oaks as-big as 
a typewriter and I Mas mighty glad to pass that 
a,long to others who could do something with it for 
I, myself, never so rkoA a* tasted crumb Jean Wakes her own 
fruit cakes, even as does Blythe and Blythe, Miss Mah 
and such like really do turn out something quit* special, 
the best part of thetfi creations being that they don t 
taste like fruit cake. • .H- 5 y* V:Ci 

.•*;* A edfrnew ns*'., o ■*o» l > sr.uv or-*** 

t And speaking of -Blythe •reminds me that yesterday she 
mentioned Mary Pringle for the first time in-a year t* ioh 
is quite soon enough to satisfy me. 8he said that 
IlivE I? ’ X t.<• ^ - C 6v { tWlrf Ufiv 

*1B. C J orti -450 BS.1 OOiW si-5 it 1U04 0 a«i** ; i*i* 
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Tuesday, December 13th, 19 60 


Mary had come up f rom Lpoompte the other day and dropped 
in to see her. lythe happened to have some friends in 
when Mary arrived and Mary began telling them about 
her success with trying to raise a gourd this year for the 
first time in her life. She said the seed was quite rare 
and had produced a fine gourd, the like ef whioh she and 
uebedy else, ahf reckoned, had ever seen. §he said it had 
a long narrow handle and at the base was about the sixe ef 
an orange and had big eld bumps all over it. Blythe said 
Mary made qhite a to-do about her gourd and she let her 
rattle along until she said that she Was thinking of opening 
it after it had dried and that she thought she might send me 
a seed to see what I could do with it. Blythe then 
invited her attention to q basket of gourds just behind her, 
spilling over wi-ph the type of gourd she had described and 
thereupon everybody hooped or whooped and hollere&.Blythe 
finally borke down and confess that all of them had oome 
from up, this way. .< 

( i «;i U- i 

At supper tonight, J. M. mentioned that a picture 
appeared in soma newspaper or vpgaxine this past week end, showing 
Coursin £mmet, marching in a Mew Orleans parade, bearing 
a Confederate flag. I must see if I oan't 
find this and pa$s it along. Probably it was in the 
Shreveport x imea 

I. S. w illard just called, having returned from 
Soutl » Louisiana half an hour ago. Mhe saw the Registers 
and found them happy as clams. She saw her oousin, 

. June a nd. husband, David Mixon, in Mew Orleans. S^e said 

a . ■ ■ - • i 

they had poured t ousands tnto some sort of a gallery, —I suppose 
' .'for pupet and oat performancesof whioh Carolyn is supposed 
to employ in a documentary. I, didn't know it before but it 


Memorandum: • 

Cloudy and chilly but nothing to suggest what 
is being visited on Lyme by way of’ 
hold the thought that "i_ 
all for little Miss Lees 


mountains of snow andfrigidity 
some advantage may have oome out of it 

.•uoh a s ai excuse to "stay put" or some su< 

It was too clammy in this area to permit much out of door 
endeavors but I did h a vea few littlb things to do in the^hana 

f *»<****•* a* entertainment provided by 
a pair of squirrels who have taken a liking to the little old " 
place. It was a wonderful trapexe act they put on for 

Tn ih/tillH 9 * Hr * u ^ h the al [ r f ro » roof of the building 

to thqUmbs of the pecans tree just behind, —forward and back am 
I dan t recall such a frolic in a long time. YnUirrels have ’ 
always liked the Tucoa neighborhood and this year they seem to 
be distributing their population a little wider, some haling est bl , 
themselves m the bindery and some in Dr. Miller's* while the p a 1rc 
, ha ‘ a •••* to ,laUe J U3t about rounded out the population 
distribution. I h a ve admonished all the servants never 
to mention squirrels to the gun-happy Wenks and 
I hold the thought our little fur-red Sri .*.... . 


mother called me today. 3he said that 
, are flying down from Manhattan 
tmas time. Bill at ntinues in 
rk but I forgot its name.? Me 
TV stuff, too, it seemsx *nyway , 
yjtten him, saying fc* was time 

yob oi'fr 
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Wednesday t Decemb r 14th, 2950 


to renew his subscription of a u atchitoches 

paper and asking him if he preferred the 1 imes 

or the*nterprise, He said he wanted the 

Enterprise unless theCaneRiver Hemo should be 

moved from the Enterprise to the x imes, He asked 

his mama to arrange a supper one night during the 

week that would be at a time convenient for me to 

come in ahd join them, I suggested instead 

that Hill and J une come out here some afternoon, I 

certain don't intend going to tou/n for a ny other purpose 

then seeing the lights and haven t the vaguest notion 

of spending an entire evening in-any one's house • It 

is D iH a step-father, by the way, who is building 

the new residence on Cane a iver for the editor of the Times 

and his bride • ' * 

j. • «, ,■ v, . • 

There was another burst of s tupidity in the 
Legislature today when some member gained possession 
„o of a letterwritten by an English professor at L.S . U • 
observingthe outrageous doihgs by the Government . 
over the racial thing . A member from some 
Horth Louisiana Parish immediately introduced a bill, 
withholding the twenty five million dollar operating 
expenses from the University until that institution 
h a d divested itself of a ny member of its staff, 

It all sounds so much like the doings of a bunch of Basis, 
with he a vy emphasis on the autooratic and t -ignorant side, 

I was glad to learn from the radio tonight that a whole 
fleck of u ew Orleans business executives have taken space 
for a n advertisement in tomorrow's Times Picayune, calling 
on the Legislature to lay off theCreseent City schools, 

.. ho BftfcaD-’.; " ts c8 .... ‘..uy. 

Mrs, Walker called me this morning to ask my 
opinion as to the wisdom of.publishing an 
editorial on th& Legislature!,' It is exceedingly well 
done and I'm hoping she will ruri it in next week s 
j\ issue although 1 -suggested she consult her husband 

•a the matter before doing so since he may know of ways 
the. J<e islature might visit its wrath on the paper if 
’ 9 : . it dares question any of its doings, 

Celeste spent the day at the^ountry Club which meant 
seema a « n S u ? a,,d x alwaj/a like that. Everybody 

ns «....»_ 


Memorandumt 

Cloudy, sorrt of upper 30'a, and sprinkley 
all day • 

• 0 - ' ' ' ' Ob :■ ''\ ' : •. 

Almost every year,, —as I look back over the past 
couple of deoades, every Christmas time has its own story, 

.. Sometimes they are late in breaking. This year they were 

• earlyZ I had had a busy morning, what with quite a 

few letters to g«.t off from dication for my friends who neithe 
read nor write, %he store sent me a oouple of dull would-bw 
pil rims and added to that waste of tiem were several odds 
and ends requiring attention, ^nd then, just after dinner, 

> 3 , I responded to. a tapping at vy door and, athough I didn t sens- 
, v at first pianos, this Was it, —the 2950 Christmas 

story,, -the Lord knows it was simple enough and perhaps that s 
why it almost moved ma to strange tears. There on the gallsry 
stood a row of ooloredgentlemen, five in number, some qi its 
"ageable" one or two merely boys. They asked if 
they might see me in private^. —probably having heard the 
radio noon npws and oonfusing it with a visitor's voioe, I 
asked them in, and although i offered them chairs, they 
, x declined, explaining they all were in a "slow hurry", 

SZ visit u ts-- V'- 

There was a moment or tow of hesitation and then one 
of them, asked me if I would oount their peoane money for the . 

0 J weuldt. : Eaoh withdrew his hand from a coat pocket and 


buoV' uqs 
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Thursday, December 15th, i960. 


iuah- ^ 
i $ a i-'- .u C3 
MV- n ■ 

o Mi. 
,.i u.'iit ebitti' 


what I wanted for Christmas was a book and a pair of glasses • 
The didn't know where to get either thing but they 
had agreed to put their peoane money together and bring it 
to me to see if it would be enough to buy my glasses for ne* 
v. ; e. • fc « 

The statement having been made, all was uite and 
five pai.ro of eyes, I could feel instinctively, were 
anxiously riveted on me. I never struggled so mightte$y 


a’ * ..Vi 
kji ai.ii 


i U 1 .. UilD 
u 

■iillib TA-V 

, ’«faib V *Vi 


to hold back the tears • 


srtia© blit. *• v 
: i'o aiatVI 
c .6 ,•< 

Vi 


bui 


y* li 


< By the .graoe of God, however, I was able to dominate my 
emotion and, thinking fast, I spun out a lie to 
the effect that I thought I only lacked five dollars to m y 
for the glasses that were already coming but that I wasn't sun 
s- t about that exactly . And so I extracted a dollar from 
x each neat little pile whidh I pokoeted and 

each contributed took back what was left from his own 
oontirbution., each promsiing> as he did so to 
come back next SOiturday to See how I made out . Next 
t Saturday, of course, everybody will get a Christmas 

. gift and my guess is that among mother things, each 

of the delegation will get a nice shiney new silver dollar # 

:r: II ti-ilJUH' V UCI 10 * t.POf - 6 ■ ‘ 

The weather, eing the "misere" that it was, we all 
decided as soon a sour business isa-s transacted, that a little g j 
-of wine would be good to make merry the heart on such a day, ar 
jae oil had a taste together and off went the delegation, — 
physically, at least, but you can fudge for yourself if they 
, lingered on in my heart, 

% » 

It is pleasant to report that up until tonight, at 
. , leae\, the blackbirds haven't put in an c p pearance in the 

gardens and I'm beginning to hold the thought they may 
leave the place to the cardinals, white throated sparrows, 
mocking birds and such like, finding other 
. i and more hospitable places for their 

own unnumbered hordes to pass the winter • 




■eieo 


And now to some mail and thence to the news to 
flitlegislature * iatctl °f tomfoolery has issued from 

*••••••• , 


5! sir*' 


«.b 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and aorta SO to 40-ish • 1 'm 

wondering a bout Lyme • 

, zis . ■ u x 

. s Today the. postman was late, even, as he usually 
is at this season of the year when more stops are 
required on his rfute with .the approach of Christmas • 

What was burprieing, however ,» was the fact that although he 
\ a d waited for the arrival of mass deliveries from truoks and trai 
both common carriers musf have been slowed up considerably with 
the result that in this area, the mails were unusualy light • 
z . * reckon we oan cpunt on a double dip of cards and wluitnet, 
come tomorrow *, .... .. ... 

j m o A *>* 8 

The Shreveport society page today carried a 
notice of interest, the marriage of A . Hodges 
to'some lady in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, of all places . 

We 8hall be h a ving more n bout that before long, 

I suppose . r ■ ’ V:' 

- •; i *>.' o a i: o... s i 'i t i i\a, otib ni ■ 

J, H, and a couple of other men left»around 7 this 
morning for'Hew Orleans • here was a Board meeting of 
the Market Commission of wl\ich J . iff. is a memeber, possibly 
chairman . I think some sort of .an ^elaborate developement 
by the State has-been in progress for such a center for some 
time, possibly years « Celeste told the olerk 
she thought she would spend the night at Melrose,"sinoe 
1 ^ I might ap well begin getting used to being alone", but 
I iflqs careful not to see if she really carried through 
her intentions, 


i; ■■ 

>* - i'O- 

1 

** 5 0 -f 


ini' oo 


. j. • 

Vi*;« *tab«;w 
soiling -wo* oo 

a 

as i i. U- i' i 


A . 


ioo. oo basin 


%. .With: so manjf things going on in the v&rld, I 
was impressed by how little space the radio news men 
give, if a»U # to marriage of ling Baudein of Belgium • 

Of the three & heard tonight, only Lowell Zfc,©*as mentioned 


’ - - ' fU Z knrnp «V little a bout helium. It ' 

find it easy to wonder if there s any similarity between it 
and the Motherlands in the mystery of what was dsns with the 
fabulous riches that were always said to have come out 
of the Butch ^ast.Indies and the Belgian Congo • It 


L: '• c’ o ■ i; i v, 


has been so long since I^have been to schvel that I suppose 

rir.nm *oi jy Saii , vs no fcsi: 


but) iu ijo 


..ii.-i.i-iv o ■-* iri 


iTS- i'. Qt 


bait:* ;.i a siae uo 






From the FRANCOIS MiGNO N PAPERS, #H ~3889 in Che Souchern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


oe80t 


10891 


I.C801 


10892 




* ■ 


tedwa O' 


I* 1 41 


V'iiiWOt: &•. 

«: i 

at 


\>urs • • v *l. \jiT.. 

Friday, December 16-th, .I960* 

.. .. jfceattort at.ciNr. 


t ijv .3 oe ><•• ' r . f '' • 

. 

lots of things have ohanged with the years. Tj I remember 
correctly, the Congo for decades, perhaps for 
generations, was the private property of the 
King of Belgium a »<*» as a >» investment, was supposed to 
have paid quite generous profits on theventure • The same 
generous profits were supposed to have flowed out of the 
f bulously rich Indies, too but where thegolden 
stream debouched, f never heard anyone say. In 

• il.._... n.J. 1 - - .4- +!. . rv 


at 


t > or.j ji ') 


t/»s oaae o/ ilelgium, a't least, perhaps the King w a s 
lways in the class of wealthy physicians who explain 
they must be rich to give so much charity of whioh the 
public is ignorant.The really oharit a ble physicians I 
h a ve changed to know, such as Rr. Miller, fir. Horsley 
a ndfir.Band, were never wealthy and did not base their 
qharity on the proposition that they had a right to 
charge people outrageously in order to dispense, in 
Robin Rood fashion, some of the largesse of their ill-gotten 
gains. * 

I haven't turned through today s nterprise but 
I am told it carries, somewhere in its'pages, an acoount 
of a wedding, along with the conventional picture of the bride or 
bridal party, I know not whioh. Mr. Walker 

called me this evening to say that no sooner had the paper hit 
the street than he had a call from a man named Webb, who 
heads the Alumni section at northwestern who referred 
to the no tide, asking if it was the pelioy of the 
paper to report on such matters when h a ving to do with color, for 
if so, he wanted to oanoel his subscription immediately. 
i. Verily, people are so wonderful. I find myself wondering 
if the aforesaid Webb read today's Cane River Memo a bout Prinoe 
Esterbrook andAssociates and got this implied slap 
in the last few words in the piece • for all I know, hill billies 
don't sense slaps of the more subtle variety .* As 
one reader of my column pointed out to me in a phone conversation 
a c.un< 

.. . "You know, sometimes I feel * simply have to go b a ck 

and retread the article, realising there was a message in it _/or 
which I failed to grasp on the first qi iok running throught. 


ziAi V 

V i , > I 

. 

son j s' 1 


autmn 


Well, Lord, I notice it is sprinkling again and 
seems inclined to give 'w a y to winter .••••••• 


8i iuk e-.Gt, • i t a. j'cul / <■-»« a: a: ;'U 

Mmemorandumt j . i 

kj t ae‘uipo “i..o .v .'t'..etc. • • 

Clear and o»Id* t t a. ss 

t »t •; • .li IS. ! •• & A '> ? > > •’ • 

It was such a wonderful day via the Post Office. 

A nice fat Christmas letter from Lyme, an equally nice fat 
Christmas box, so wonderfully well wrapped that it traveled 
just perfectly, and I'm as happy as a clam about the whole 
bU8iness m civ 

■ ; ,I£ iliSz- 

Slap off the bat, may I say that the lovely soft seater 
fits me to a T, the siae perfeot, the texture perfeot, the 
style perfect t the color perfeot, with the whole thing 
so b ea^t fully enclosed in su oh luscious decorative doings that 
I shall always think of it when I hear the words, "the 
perfect gift " . 

.•Throughout the next two weeks, <.the gay Christmas tree will 
,j be just grand for uses little boy during the day and at night 

it will, as it is right nowg^grace a table along side the fireplaoe 
in the living room where it stands between two Christmas oandles from 
other hristmases,still .quite intaot, thanks to their generous 
a bulk, and from jay desk I can see the candles glowing and 
the glinting of the little tree. And when I wander into 
ths adjoining rom, dominated by the setting, I can revel in 
the charm ,cf. .the ingredients of the arrangement and feel 
my heart glow in unison with the setting which, as a matter 
, . of course, breathes softly the spirit of the donor. 

-- .;. 4 . . . * 
t' Thanks to little Miss Leys, this is such a nioe, warm, cosey 
holiday season, regardless of the orispness of the air outside. 

\ ... \c bj.’. ow a-sabs^to art 'ta/.-it. -4**0 

I h a ve the two packages for across the fence and the hospital 
- on the tray where rests tdmarrow's out-going thing# and 
.v I shall deliver the aforesaid packages when, on the morrow 
at 9, I shall be passing tlxat way for coffee. 

a i «• ’ 

Today's mail was fairly heavy and interruptions were 
such that I had an opportunity to get almost nowhere but 
naturally , I concentrated on the Lyme letter and was 

t . ,1 S v ' 1 a il -a* . m,<: 

.ii:«B oa". ..A 


tn 

a a'i uta 


8 ,io taiO. * 
• 6 - 

Ulla &: '.cl 
: is or.jAJr*-- <:< 
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espeioally neohanted with ao many things coming 
myattentionIt .is so very .thoughtful and kin 
Lee to share her impressions of the theatre and 
provide we with such 
going on L ... 
prevented the oompan 
I wanted to express my thanks, 
giving an account ,a i 
local weather 
effort to get to \usiness 
so getting back to home base- 
touched by the reference 
boundty ove\fl. . 

distilling berverages andjill, 
confessmy needs are more 

■ U ( I ' ■ •; i\i t 0 

Sister and Lleyd were in town this m R r,l * n 0.. - . 

they would be here for dinner. We dine at lit30, they arrived 
at 2, and I was honored by a visit of perhaps two hours and m8 ±i 
enormously impressed by what seemed to me .a c onsi derate de wh \l 
in the lady's emotional and psychiatrio state • • About 4, when 
a secretary arrived, I opened the letter fromLyme, being otherwise 
alone and had just completed it when, hoping to go on to the 
enclosures, Lloyd returned, .saying heuanted to see the yuj»«° pigs 
about which I knew nothing and obviously he thought me quite du»*. 1 

learned later he ha,d heard J. H. months ago speak of guinea hens and 
Lloyd had converted them into pigs which, of course, is something els 
again. Ifi en there were .other interruptions and so 1 shall 
+.n am+. th* fnlanae of the mail aside, I reasoned, until 


Sunday, December 18th, 2950 


behind the footlights. I found it sad that 

ionship proffered but, of course, one understanc 
too,‘for the thoughtfulness in 
„ s'covered in the postscript, as to 
and indicating that in spite of all, the 

was successful. I hope it was equally 
ase • I was especially 

.... to thing6 electrical, representing 

rflowing but as I appear to be adequately equipped for 
• _Z1, I am bound to 
than amply supplied • 

u 

telephoning to s ay 


Memorandum: 

Clear and cold yesterday with ice on t he pot this 
morning. Clear and warmer today and there will be 
no ice on the pot in the morning. 

I a m so thankful for this peaceful weekend. 

There is no great pleasure in contemplating next week's 
hubbub • I'm surq the Shreveport contingent 
to the number of three or four will be upon us, —mother 
and offspring but the f aot that Joe and Juanita A. will 
be here from Sunday night for about a week so that 
the sheer weight of numbers will at least be helpful 
in keeping down the r^oket. 

[' Blythe and Joan came Saturday afternoon and 
we had quite a pleasant chat about trifles. They bore 
gifts oj pudding, wineand a magnificient Christmas wreath 
the materials for the latter having been collected and fashioned 
by Blythe during the week. I suppose the wreath itself 
is about 2 or two and a half feet in diameter. 

With a he a vy wire as a base, Spanish moss was 

affixed over whidh was imposed a fine greenery, v a guely 

like cedar but of finer type • The necks of gourds 

were so saw off aa to resemble bells and these sprinkled 

with silver, the bunok of them ^suspended from 

tfie top of the wreath.. The ineveitable big red ribbon 

wasthen attached an d it , looked just grand, I 

tapped a naijL^»^*rr^lie frame of the soreendoor giving 

from the front gallery into the living room and the effect 

is very pretty frpm the front of the house and equally but diffe 

attractive from inside looking out, thanks to the design of 

the window panes through whioh one views it when seated 

on the sofa • * 

■ i ■. :'•« t 

0 I was expecting a busy afternoon, K what with Norman 

iSia , ■ ...... 

Fjetpher having asked if be might come down but he must 

have got lost in the holiday merriment o omewhere 
along the route for I never did see him. 

t T • «■ J V. <’' .. AS J- ' ’• ' b i. 0 C 

1 was pretty much alone today, too , what with 
only Carmen and her sister, la Durant, having passed this 


.YuhS 
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way this afternoon. They both are more tiresome together 
th a n when apart or, perhaps ny patienoe grows shorter 
with the years, or, possibly, those same years are 
haying some effect on them. They seem to have gone quite 
far in developing a habit that for a long time has 
set its seal on the sisters Haupt, ~Bertha*und hope, 
in pat one sister is forever assisting the other in completing 
a phrase, tossing in the word the other is searching for 
or, if not searching for it, hasn't had time to speak, 
a nd appropraiting details for enlarging purposes that have 
no place in the conversation, suoh ae, "this morning, —I 
think it was a round 11 o'clook,"—interruption, :"Vo , it 
couldn't have been 11, not more than 10 minutes of 11", well, 

I remember looing at my watch and it pointed to., "but 
you know your watch never keeps good time...... etc., etc., 

and T wish the Braxeale and Haupt duos would 

oall on eaoh other in town and le a ve the country to me. 

Something odd happened to the I’ Ed M rr w program 
tonight over WWL, Hew rleans. I'm not sura, but it s eems 
to me the subjeot of Chin a was being handled by E.Roscoe 
when right in the middle of a sentence there was a clop and 
a tiresome preacher, in the middle of a sentence, 
began talking about Christmas. There was no fading 
or no imposing of any adjoining station but simply 
a complete imposition of the pre a oher on the w a ve length and 
no more of the ilurrow business for the balance of the 
program, — a bout half way through, and I don't understand 
any of it. , 

From town this evening. Celeste brought me a home made 
cake and a bottle of wine, both sent me by Madam Milispaugh with 
a lovelycard,, and J. M, brought me some oranges of excellent 
quality. In the case of the lady, it was almost pitiful 
to witness the childishness in the matter of the cake for 
she simply had to have a slab of it although her house is 
running over with such like. I had promised thi first nake 
coming to hand to Clemence but that doesn t matter. I 11 
get another,alright, and *arie Antoinette will have hers and min 
a*. i *«i : I *■ 1 • - c 




■ 

aattoo 
• s& 


■i . Vvo’ '.I: \0 V. 1011* l.v. 

Monday, December 19th, 19 50. 

1 i..'B srt£ 

jil wort 8.'is 

. 


> .8 3 _ ioOul 


/ e mo rand unt: 


o' 




down 


i -t»v: 


6 *X® Bi, 

ar 

i \Iirt 


Fair and mild, as thoygh Indian Summer, mindful 
that winter is scheduled to blow in 48 hours hence, had 
’« bounced back to give us one last reminder sf 

thf mellowness of what a Louisiana autumn may be like when 
it wants to be nice. Tomorrow we are promised more blue 
x _ sky and thermometer readings in the 70'8. 

, ' i«.: l o: i'-' v;;< *ba i.1- 1 t 

, I was pleased tonight but not greatly surprised 
when I learned from the newe that John F. Kennedy, sr., has 
indeed, been eleoted-Pr$sident of the United States. 

. ?. - ■ \| 

Over the coffee cups this morning, mine hostess 
confided to me tliat Sister had called yesterday and that 
J. H. had suggested $o her that she and the children oome down 
1 after dinner on Christmas day. As Joe and Juanita A. 
and Pqt and Juanita B. have been bidden.to sup here, it 
is somehow expected the Shreveport contingent will leave 
before supper time. My guess is that thsy will not. 

; • , J -y -• » • 1 •:« ttWOJ > 

The plan is that . H., Celeste and I will dine a little 
after 11, enabling Celeste to go to the hospital to e 
with Madam Regard ..whose nurse will be having the day off, and 
that willmean J. M. and T w m have quite a lot of 
entertaining to do with the ftenks. The J. H. Henrys, 
juniors and enters, aren't expected until first dark. In 
#a short, wo shall see what we shall see by w a y of a hoped for but 
not expeoted void, oome Sunday. S.I o' 
eo. ’• 3K110. " -i ■>•'* \o as mi yiil suu -o 

. l0 0 - Inn Williams tritton called me today to say that 
•, Jack had received a somewhat surprising statement from 
Bastrop, Louisiana, where, some weeks back, he had 
addressed the Chamber of Cemmeroe in that city, passing 
along fr them my'jsuggeetUn that if they wanted to 
' exoite interest in their community permanently, they might 
* r well,erect a statue to, jlaronBurr ufho had invested heavily 
in lands there. What warn surprising about the oommunioation 
is that until the Burr matter was presented to them, nobody 


T.<- Vpcfri 


a I; jiW a." ;'Q 

. i 
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had ever known of Burr'a holdings there, 

. .' 6 ■ t 1 • L ” ■ l 

She aaid her brother, Richard , —R, B . Williams, junior , 
was home from Tulane for his freshman Christmas 
holidays, Then she told me something I had never heard of, 
that Tulane students number a bout 54 percent Jews, in consequent 
of which Richard is being kidded by his local associates* 

- t According to Ann, many universities in various s actions of 
the country try to hold down the number of Jewish students 
to some sort of a percentage and that those who don't get into 
other universities matriculate in Tulane, 

.Carmen brought me some frozen cherry turn-overs, 1 believe 
the things are called. They are in dough form and 
t are said to be quite fine if properly baked. Carmen 
t went to great trouble to give me explioit instructions, to 

. Pa 98 on to the 000 k, —a# over at 435 to start with, and then 

almost immediately cut down to an even 400 and so on, I 
listened with attention and tonight placed, as 
you have already suspected, them in the Dutch oven, —at 
least a couple of them, triangular in shape, and have just 
. observed the nsaults which appeal" to be good enough, I 

t shad sample one of them later tonight, along with a 

glass of milk and I have a feeling they are going to 
, taste almost as delicious as though done by someone who 

knows something a bout the proper way to bake them, 

.... : ;; . * • .-l . ■ 

I am as puzzled by the news of the fire on the 
Constellation in Bryosklyn today as I was by the fire that 
was so specmtaoular that.raged in the Riverside Churoh when 
t ..it was being built. Somehow one doesn t 

. expect modern buildings of stone and aircraft carriers of 

steel to be subject to such spectacular blazes. Of 
course 12th century Cathedrals were always burning but 
that was primarily beoause of the large amount of wood used, 
especially in the reefing and the use of torches for lighting, 
i but somehow one doesn t expect such hazards in the 20th century . 

t .. e*!>?> t n x - e'i o * -^3 

t TheBrooklyn-Staten Island and the Munich air disasters 

somehow dampen pre-Ckistmas feelings. Strange, it seems 
t to me, -how the death of over a hundred people, killed 

instantly, we hope, in these accidents, didn't move me half so i 
as the be~lated death of the .lone little froy who lived for 
n . o a day, only to die. Jfass numbers seem to 

transform people into ants while the solitary individual remamt 
°S intact, solid appeal, .. 




December 20th, 1950, 


;tc ft 


iwnxr 


. Memorandum: 

>• ..j . ■ ■■ • i 

It rained about 2 last night and this morning, 

, the sun peeping through he n vy clouds, looked and felt 

like spring, A aj jacket was too heavy until about 
1:50 wtyen spanking winds out of the North began dropping 
, the thermometer ^readings and tonight they will dip 

into the <20's. It will no go about 54 
s.\ ,tc . \a teisapreiWi it z is Paid an<i thus.winter arrived 24 hours ahead 
of schedule, what with its appearance ^proclaimed as for 
2:27 tomorrow afternoon. From somewhat fuzzy references 
to weather in the Lyme area, I shudder to think you all 
mqy be in for some more cold and K snow• I have 
no objection to Bing Crosby "dreaming of a white Christmas" 
o but I feel nq need for one, 3 

•si - . ten 3* M'o •• x.i >. v 

It was such on s unexpected plaisir to discover 
a note and a package, the first for me, the second for 
■■ the artist, in today's post, I know the artist will 

be enchanted with the.-lqvely card and whatever the package 
in gay, ipolorful paper mc^y contain by way of a gift, 
t ~,-_ . !• J i'IC • J- LXV • 

I'm glad you found tl\e quince aarried an aroma, identical 
with that you remember from yesteryear, I keep a basket 
of them in the living room and another in the boudoir 
. to produce a atmospheric condition that entrances me in 
the memory sectiqn, » v - t 

’V. . r •. .• i . 

If you haven't already finished the figs, may I 
suggest you try a dab of cream on them, or, if you prefer, 

. $ try mixing them with some softened ice cream of neutral 
o' flavor which will, 1 feel certain, tickle your palate, 

' . They are looal fruit and, unlike most preserves in this 

field, carr t y very little sweetening which somehow tends 
ig retain the distinctiveness of the flavor, it seems to 
.- * >*. *■ ‘ * ^ •* 


O.'.J H 


. 5 u<no «* pei'hhjie it *s>y imagination, 

■but it seems to me the fragrance is a little more potent 
if one sntfs at it at the end rather than along thre side* 







8P.81U 


1'- 





\ 


From che FRANCOIS MlG NON PAPERS, #M-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


10899 


1060 . 1 : 


10900 


In today's m a il came a card from Roan and, on reading 
it, I found myself wondering if sometime last spring James 
might have passed along the news this card contained and that 
a triflin' secretary could have skipped a sentence. 

The sentence in today's card, following the eternel question 
as to why I don't get ove to /latches, was the casual remark: 
"Did I tell you that brother, Jim, died last March?" 

his is the first time I had euer heard of Jim Flemming s 
death and I accepted the news as-.the be3t I had received 
from Matches in years, for I have always worried a little 
that Jim, manifestly insane, might attempt to 
murder .Roan, even as he ried to murder me, and there 
was always the fear that he might have better luck with 
hi 3 sister. Be that as it may, it is grand to know 
that insane Jim has gone to his last rest and I 3hall 
worry no more on that score akout Roan • 

X * 

With the post today bringing -me greetings 
from the Tom Jewells, —Tom being the Legislature's 
floor leader, and I, in return, having sent them an 
original primitive by none other than Mis3 Hunter • 

I attached a note, hasarding the guess that one or 
other .parties in this exohange of greetings must 
be wacky and that I should prefer to think it was 
to be discovered on the legislative side • Smile • 
all, in these chaotic times, I think it very nice 
find a laugh every once in a while and I got 
i quite a loud one today when I learned on the radio 
that ian American correspondent who happened to be a negro, 
was denied admittance to a press conference at the 
JSthopian Embassy in Washington beoause he chanced to be 
a negAud now I must get busy and do some work, I'm 
so glad I'm not a peacock tonight, swaying madly on 
the upper stretohes of a giant peoane Iftfcft in a breeze 
that is okviously buffeting and prob a bly will be numbing 


the 


After 

to 


<ve 


It 3 V " 0 

I: nnlui 


: ; :u net 


Wednesday, December 21st, 1950, 


Memorandum: 


. *004^0" 

Clear and cold. 


ni 


nothing staves off passers-bye but cold weather usually 
means less interruptions and so I was glad to undertake 
a flock of things, in comparative asaurance I would be 
seeing .nobody, t 

y • tuou i: . -u •• -• \.* » 5 

I had three men ..cutting and hauling out frozen 
b a nan a plants which certainly g a ve Xucoa a denuded, un- 
tropical appearance and the same chore will be in operation for 
another three days before we get those concentrations at 
fucca, theAfrican House and u hana out of the way, 

... • : ' ' 

I had a helper to hand ends in domestic cleaning but 
there were 'phone interruptions and the barber came to shear 
my locks and that out intooperat ions considerably so 
far as my own participi tions were concerned. 

Today, being the shortest in the year, —T 
believe in this neighborhood the sun rose at 7:1b and set at 
5:12, it was sundown before I knew it and I scooted to 
the big hose- gt the first tap of the supper bell, a bout 
5:15, But no sooner had 1 arrived, —and 1 was the 
first to do so, that a slave appeared, saying that the boss 
was on the Yucoa gallery •with a little low man and his little low 
and they were asking for me, I accordingly returned and 
J. H,, polite as a dancing master, 3aid he reckoned I recognized 
Ur. Hodges, and Mr. Hodges said he wanted his wife 
qiid me to know each other whereupon I grapsed Mr. 

Hodges' hand and said I hoped it wasn'.t too late for 

one t<\ kiss . the bride and, without anq/one getting a chance to 

answer that question, smacked her good and f I must 

say, she didn't seem to mind, 

xs -Jr .iui‘ 1 \ s . . - V j c hi 

They had brought me a prize flowen, or potted plant, from 
theO a rdens and H. withdrew and we three entered 
Yucca where we chatted for three queatters of an hour. The 
wife, said she felt she knew me since A. •/, has kept all the 

T- T - 1 V..to'.. Ci- ’ I XV. •. 
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Cane a ive Memos in a special scrapbook which she has been reading, 
indicating, for one thing, she is a glutton for punishment, 

s/iff was very nioe and A, v . was u«ry cordial and wanted 
me to promise to-spend a few days with them in January and 
promised both of them would make a round in March to see the 
Chinese magnolias • The wife wanted to return to 
see the other buildings, too, and as J, H, had a sked me before 
tUem if it wouldn't be nice if they would come over to dinner, J 
suppose we shall be honored, come March, unless there are too many 
Henrys a bout, in which case I shall s ee to it the Hodges will 
not dine here, 

v. SOLO' J t 9L» 8 . :t boT. : 

, Th e peacocks were Just taking to the air, according to the ffocj 
when they a rrived at Yucca with J, and when the Hodges and 
I left Yucca, they declared they oould see the big bl a ck spots 
of the birds on the tenuous peoane limbs against the 
pale blue sky and the new moon beyond • I was glad Dot and 
D a sh ,were so thoughtful to arrange the heavenly silhouette in 
such a timely fashion • 

. "S . . ■ i; ■ i- l 

As soon as the Hodges were gone, I took the potted plant 
aoross the fence, thinking the folks there would enjoy it 
more than a nything 1 could think of, —they seemed to get so 
much pleasure t ou t of the Hodges aaellia last Christmas time • 
the brfide l\ad cast eyes of yearing at the big old green gourd 
looking like a swan, —its neck so beautifully curved b„ck over 
body part which I had, contrived i*to an arrangement in the living t 
and I did not want a t y thing but gourds andq.uinaes, festooned with 
magnolia leaves there this year, and by giving the Hodges 
.the bird, I could rig up something even prettier for the 
days aheadj J found Celeste in quite a tiaay, being 
interrupted, as she wa$ by my arrival,- for , as she fretted, she 
a nd J , H, were just getting jready to go to a party in town, 

It didn t take me thirty seconds to drop the poinsetta and scram 
in spite of J, H,'s inclination to expatieate on the beauty of 
the plant* 


Jssid 


til 


u 




11* 


- j ; . :r, 4 : . . ■ ii f. 

I was so glad to get b & ck home in time to hear the evening 
news anji tp learn that the federal Courts ha4 knocked out some 
Legislature tomfoolery and that the Governor s 
effort to get a sales tax increased had been defeated • 


mort 
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Thursday, December 82nd, 2950. 


Clear and Cold with ice on the pot and just * 
o- .perfeot temperatures for the gift from Santa, 

iii \ UK u 15 0 i\ - d 94 ' i .. 

Thelma called this morning to ask if she might come down 
this afternoon. She might,. About 2, when t I had reached 
Celeste's cattlegap on my way to ^the store, a little 
old i'olkswagon came along and in it were 
Thelma ai\d John • They asked me to observe the 
fine vehicle they had purchased in Frankfurt a last 
summer for their jaunt about Europe x and it was 
K obvious from the pride they exuded that they ware just as 
proud of it a s.doe Henry is of his. As a matter 
of courtesy, I admired the net little contraption, 
whereupon, —jubt like Joe Henry, —they insisted 
I » mply must take a ride in it and off we flew down 
the road as far as Magnolia where, pausing 
( only to turn around, we flew back • The d ay was pretty and 

it was pleasant to observe the endless straight rows of the newly 
ploughed cotton fields while, simulating fascination, I 
listened to all the finer points to be found in one 
of these little old automobiles, 

• • • •„ * V , v 

I.don't know how they succeeded ,in•getting 
so many parcels into such a limited space and I 
mas accordingly impressed by what they had to withdraw 
from its inner recesses when we finally descended • I 
cr. h a ve no\ opened any of the packages as yet but from their appearance, 

I gather that among other things there must be a 
Pa ir of .pruning shears a bout three feet long, possibly some 
pruning shears so/ usu a l siae, something by way of shirts or some 
such, a ooupl of cakes, I imagine, some oandy and a big old 
long box that sounds like it might contain a heap more 
fancy cookies and things • Something tells me 

Little^iver is going to have some good eating on Christmas Eve • 

. . .. t 1 ibi.o© il.i.K's' . on O' o 4 * yiu sw. r i' 

ohn said that during the holidays, he wanted to come 
down for a prolonged session of verbally unloading his administrative 

si Ac Li A _> k .a 

». o silo*!® 4 : turn \ mi: 5*co 8iu\ t 9» Ti oa tjHionow 

t li ' M v.A • • 18 it i ft4 bar 998 blij'O .n : 

s ■ ,;v :.•.?••• oil 

V. t.A .ftioj.i rvibl 1.L4U tftdSuSOC 9«\J 
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Friday , December S3rd, 19 50, 


. • i 


\l . ' BillA 


problems, many of which, of course, are complicated 
by the present high-jinks going on in the legislature, He said 
. Sail would be b a ck on January 5th and 
much of his present complicated existence might be 
simplified, —"at least T, .Sail may be .able to find 
something \n a file", etc,, etc. 

How the Kysers got b n ok to Northwestern, l o a n t imagine 
for they were so orasy a bout some of the larger gourds on 
the front gallery, they soooped up examples of different types 
that just a bout wedged out the inside of their little car*, 
leaving scant sapce for them to occupy, 

K i. 4 ■•••,.. n * i 1 1 t ' 

' 1 , 1 r * ,, v 

Because of scant doings on the plantation, 1 got a flock 

of field hands to assist in cutting down the bananas a nd 
the spreading ofcotton hulls The jlace looks so barren, now that 
the job has been completed but March will be here before we can 
Ifurn a round and the bananas will again be putting up 

the usual stage settings of greenery, 

.•■■l c : . • i ■- - v ■ .0 

At coffee this morning, I learned J, u , had 
sent out letters, suggesting both sets of S, Q, Henrys 
join with a ll the other several i Vs ' o ' 

branches by converging on the old home for Christmas, 

Th r,e is a nobility a nd, it seems to me, a lack of wisdom in trying 

to effect such gatherings, which, if realised, would bring i 

delight » to nobody and tension and unhappiness to 

everyone with the possible exception of J, H,, Jhe 

Weather Bureau is beginning to estimate what 

the weekend weather .is going t a be like and it wq_uld 

now seem as though there might be rain for theentire Christmas Eve • 

Christmas day period, which will be too b a d for 

people who will be venturing out but as I am 

planning to go no where, adverse weather conditions will not 

inconvenience jse at all, 

, ' 

Juanita B, a nd child passed this way this 
morning to br <.ng me a fine oake and I was delighted she 
a nd her child seemed to bein suoh fine health naturally, 
ah, inn, innkinn f nr,*i rd. to ■ n. mo a s ibis sat he r. ina~Q.{ •> t he clan with 


Mi 


perhaps the weather will help a little, 

turn a»d may it bep'leasant and less atr-ish in Ly 


Memorandum• 

, • •,«, . • K ■ W Q, -K A*tU! C . • • ■ • i ’ 

Fair and pleasantly mild with the promise of sprinkling to begin 
on Chirstmas Eve and to continue during Christmas Day, a circumstance I r, 
for those who will be raod running but a ciroumstance 
that may discourage too much trapsing around the gardens byWenks 
or whatever, 

The day's in-coming mail took an upward spurt • 
with the result that I am quite thoroughly bogged down with evidences 
of Christmas greetings, Piles of cards and letters are cluttering 
up much of the floor and spilling up into available chairs 
while packages have taken over the sat corners. Before calling it 
a d a y, I shall examine many of the packages, the majority of which, I 
Suspect, contain persihable food, candy and such like. This 
will give me the double, opportunity of getting it into some sort 
of order and the house to boot while at the same time it 
will provide me with an opportunity to paroel it out tomorrow 
evening for those less fortunate than I, 
t .it - 

I suppose I shall never equal the record in fruit cakes, set 
a few years back, when 1 ran up, a total of 18 but I'm 
doing prety well on pies this year, —chocolate and apple, and 
These will require swifter attention at disposal than was the case 
rbHth the all time high of fruit cakes, 

. , .... ■ ■■ - ■ ‘U E »nJ»3 tllMW t : 1 0 E TO". 

I can t seem to remember what this morning was like but it 
must have been fairly busy. Celeste had gone to a funeral in 
’ Cloutierville and so I did not see her at coffee time, 

mi ran u»iV* fr&*v<s ba* 'i • %i • * 

Mr8, Walker came down about 8, bringing no end 
of canned stuff <jnd helped me unscramble some * 
of* the packages 1helma and John had brought yesterday 
and as these included nine and weremarked as being, some 
from the Kysers, the others from the Hysterical ladies, I wanted 
to be sure to get them properly sorted before getting them out 
of the way, a.y\ K - 

uo utl als*' -iU»i tsA flUJO mS * »»bbob4 

Before Mrs, W a lker left, Ora and her Tulane student son arrived 
fearing, pies, and records and I was glad to see them and 
’regretted they couldn't linger, . . 

does WUkiAhM, JMU-l «d out # Norman Fletcher and some Mr,Weldon who 
f Tn *"*•**■*». in an, 




and before 
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Sunday, December 25th, 19 50 


Memorandum* t 

.. - 
In s nite of prognostications to the contrary, 
yesterday turnedout to be all blue and gold and 
so pleasantly marm nobody needed a jacket, Today it 
was cloudy with an occasional fine mist of such a thin qudLity 
, that one didn't get any more damp than high humidity would 
induce, o , - , t:;) :\s -x 

am 34t4t'w \p n »»o 44 • \ 1 ■: solie & i v t-s: 

< ft seems rather odd to be taking quill in hand at 
4:30 but a momentary lullhas developed and so I 
ji making the most of it because there is always a chance 
that dinner or supper or whatever that is scheduled for 5 o'clock 
may turn into a protracted session and it may be 
v rather late before K I return to home base, The 
. Joe Henrys, the Pat Henrys and the *enks are 
scheduled to appear at 6 and how things will unravel 
^ from that hour forward is anybody's guess, v. ' 
i 1: « to-. II. .'1 b Hi T.i 1 „o cisi- 

J, H, and I dined alone this morning at 11, what with 
Celeste having gone to town after ohuroh to be with her mama and 
her mama's guests, -v-relatives mostly, I suppose, and 
1 u «f. H, thought it would be niae to eat early ,,,,,,,, 

&», . iti 1 - •> ■" ‘to 1 n rsvi j • s '-■& -••• ■' 

Hummmmm,,,,,,,», ± * • i*. ■ ' >■ 

i 1 *««:.-.« t , . •> 

osci' - 0 The 'phone just, rang, u iles Uillsapugh calling, to say 

that he and his wife, Toosie, their married daughter from 
south Louisiana, Inez .Chaplin and Heaven knawnwhat all, 
were studying a bout heading this way. Well, so be it, I 
warned them of the impending conclave and since that didn't 
frighten them, I shal 1 be enohanted to have 
an excellent excuse to be late for dinner, 

• »■' '■. - .1 --J ■ 


m yirinuotort s- V -V ■' J ; 

Three times during the aftennoon, the artist called, worried 
about the possibility of rounding up a cake, announcing 
a sale a^ 20 cen ts per can of beer at the local honkeytonk and 
so on, Evei\ her grandson called to askif I had company, 
wh,ich was a subtle way ,of saying he was hoping to get 
a hristmas gift in advance, etc., etc, 1 must do some 
serious studying a bout this matter of the 
Christmas cake sometime. Everybody I know in the nego and 
mulatto sections, simply has to have a cake at 0 hristmas time, 
and any kind of a cake seems to fill the bill, with no preference 
for any particular kind although most of them don't seem to 
think much of fruit cake • The majority, of those 1 know aren't 
cake eaters, in fa-c* ■they tend to shy away from pasteries of any 
kind, and yet, for some reason I have never discovered, 
everybody 3imply has to have a cake in the house at 0 hristmas time 
For some reason, a s tore bought cake seems to be preferable and th 
may ip part be due to the fact that since many of 
the local ladies who are expert in stirring up preserves, puddings 
pips, seldom if ever set their hands to baking a cake and 


.0 Saturday went off pleasantly enough, I had a 
lot of chores by way of tidying up after the banana 
plants had been ahuledout and didn't bother 
to take off my long beard until after 

. siU. , iqjao*v^ yllijUoU fti o»'«m 

.s.i yiioiiuu I lot it ■. ; no ladfrls toaqqo i’ubjb 


y> auo 
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Monday, December 26th, 1950 


"... -sit*'- 

Memorandum 


noon dinner, thinking T would have ample t ime before 

three o'clock when I was expecting people, D ut just a a 

I got a nice thick coat of lather on my pan, somebody knocked. 

It wasthe clerk'a wife and child, I washed off the lather 
a nd we chatted. After they had departed, I thought 
I would make the moat, of the scant interim between then and 3, 
but got only aa far a9 the lathering and Carmen arrived, with 
Bill and June Laraon in her wake. We had a nice ohat and 
Carmen deposited a slice of fruit cake for my Christmas and 
the Laraon'a offered a bottle ef imported Burgundy, 
making me wonder why people have to go to all the 
trouble of tracking down imported Burgundy when Taylor port 
is so much handier and withal more to my liking, 

I supped-across the fence and, on returning home, did 
a few little things before folding up at an. early hour, 

t»us*uur ilta , 

My Christmas naming callers began arriving fairly early, coming 
in driblets of 2 to six in a group and it al 1 worked out 
very nicely The nicest thing about Christmas morning 
at Yuoca is the number of negro friends passing this way whom I 
may not have see.n inquite a while-, including those who 
ha t ve, A i Jl r , ateci to Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles and no on who 
come 'back to the river for the holiday. As 
I had had no breakf a st, I merely AimujAt&d toasts with 
the parade that last from about 5:30 until 20:45* A 
few more came b a ok this aftejnoon, including two of those 
who had visited me last iqeek with a view to helping 
me with gifts to secure glasses, in aoflordanoe with the wish 
1 expressed in the Cane River MemoSmile, Those 
'returning this afternoon had been surprised to find a "beau" 
silver dollar in their little gifts on leaving here and so 
had returned . to be sure I wasn't goiug to run short which 
I thought quite sweet. 


Cloudy and sufficiently cool to make my Christmas 
sweater feel just right, 

I believe I left off last night when the Millspaughs and 
all were a bout to descend an me, They did, indeed, arrive 
about five dark, ,bringing much camera and electrical 
equipment with them and, after having a glass of port and 
a round of cfiat, put the equipment to work on interiors. 

The house, in view of, d 1 the holiday disarray, was p shambles, 
naturally, but film they would and film .they did, 
wanted to identify the Yucca interiors with the 
dweller thereof and that pleased me not at all, looking 
more like ashambles than the house itself , what with 
on odd looking, tent-like shirt that had blown aoross the 
fence, etc,, etc,, not to mention a distinctive five o'clock 
shadow in the whiskers section. But 

as nothing last forever., the filming eventually came to 
a n end ajid so did that visit and I moseyed aoross the fence 
t for a dandy supper, so far as food was concerned, and 
about the dullest conversation I can recall in any group, 

■ Apparantly the Joe H e nrys, Pat Henrys and the Venk 
contingent had but recently arrived r too, and 
dinner was leisurely in preparation, Conversation following 
dinner dragged with sufficient dullness to make 
Time seem to, stand still, I was glad when I got b a ok 
to Yuccp, and my downy couch, 

_ s v % i ieii iu ‘ *> •« >•’ S Koie- 

I had a good night's sleep but seemed even more tired 
on arising this morning • I'm still tired, 

,Breakfast was a strain as it always is when Shreveport 
is present- x In mid morning. Celeste 'phoned to say J 
Betty Hertaog had just called her to say that Leutitia Bowman 
of Alexandria had just left Maganolia heading thisway to 
bri{ig me a gift, I oan't im a gine where she may 
have got stuck along the way for she didn't arrive 
until after the dinner bell had K saunded, But x plantation 
routine didn't effect, the lady and her companion, Mtse Henderson, 
t 1 and they sat at Yucca until Iona after the dtnner 

was over. The cook s n ved me a plate, setting it aside for 


And now I must up and about to see if wine glasses 
are, properly 'poiished in anticipation of my impending 
guests, tu-s ' • s 

I was impressed that Saturday's post brought no word f\ 
who is usually pretty prompt. The mating tu e from I, S, " 
didn't appear either and naturally, nobody has heard 
apeep out of the Socket or the Lost Word, I 
shall.BU$-this in an envelope, leaving it open against tomo 


rom Helen 
'illard 
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me whenever I made it. 

a While .they were still here, Mrs. Walker called to say 
Mr, talker'wanted to speak to me, Mr, Walker said he mother, 
sister, threeof the latter's companiongs fromArisona and 
he and his wife and son would like to pass this way, I suggested 
2 o'clock, Mrs. V.lker called b a ck a minute later to say 
she would like to bring her mother, I 

was glad there were no more members of the family in town. 

Eventually I swallowed my dinner , dashing off toGhana 
to put that pl&ce to r.ight, following a visitation by some squirrels 
who had upset the place considerable. Returning toward 
Tucca, I heard voices approaching ne from the 

African House. It was a priet from Beyce, down Alexandria way, 

with a negro and a mulatto youth, —the latter blind, who 

wanted a tour. I have had practice in conducting tours 

for the blind and did what I could to create some mental picture 

of what we were seeing. As Iheaded them toward the side 

gate, ihe Walker party was drawn up awaiting me. 1 hey must have 

thought it odd when I nodded to them and retaining the arm of 

the blind youth in mine, walked on parsed them vyithout stopping 

until I reached the pri^sts's car. He wanted to bring another party 

on Thursday• I said "Uhhhh-uhtihhhhhh" meaning 

but no and suggested sometime later next year. I feel 

instinctively fie will attempt it before the week is out, however. 

Sister and daughter spejit the afternoon in Alexandria 
calling on Blythe... They got back in time for supper. 

Joe and wife spent, the day in town but was b a ck for supper. 

They thought it odd that I declined to join them all across 
the fence for a prolonged sittiug tonight, D ut 
I had had too much last night and ny afternoon, following the 
conclusion of the Walker et al visit, had been busy-busy, 
taking care of endlessplantation people who had got lost 
yesterday morning. ‘ 


And so here x am at home alone and liking it. 

It is true there'8 a stack, of stuff to do, —i matters left 
undone yesterday and today frui I believe I shall clean up 
most of the stuff before beard folding. And so 

Christmas draws to an end, in a manner, of speaking, if it weren't 
that twenty two people care counted upon to spend the day here 
tomorrow, —all Henrys, and tomorrow night at this 
hour I shall be thankful that that has been achieved and, 

I hope, most of them gone b a ck to their respective home be 
no\ ebiee t i nitisfras »»-o - ^ e " aQ3 ^ 
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Memor a ndumi 
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. T it n „ clouda all. morning, growing denser abou 2. 
vftl If?? and Wife, Pat anflWife and Child, Dan and 
Wife and children. Si 3 ter and Daughter, took off for 
tfteir respecitve places of residence • Then it began driaalinq 
and has continued into the night. It will get colder 9 

Before the morrow and Christmas will have comple ted 
its course. 

Everything seemed to go off fairly smoothly. 

1 was on my way to the store when the General and 
wife, —the j8niors didn't come, arrived. I was 

aback as the car stopped in front of J. H.'a 
nd Madam General jumped out and ran over and embraced me. 

As she 1 s albays of the somewhat stiff, limp hand type, I 
concluded she must either have had a drink or perhaps forgot 
her couple decades of rigidity. F ^ * 

There were two tables in he big dining room, one for 
youngsters, the other for grownups. How the thing 
was planned, as to seating, wasn't dear to me and 

ZtZu-lf s “ r ? h , ow i*- worked out. but I was satisfied 
, where I found myself. J. 3 . sat at the head of the 

nd L $Ln e8 i < tl fr 0n hi8 le S t ! Juan i^ B • n ext then Celeste, I think 
a " d the *j * 6 Thaps, a couple of W 9 nks and to Dan at the head 

nn/ Q ul.°*'n*n tatle n au i - ^ r hapaJuai ita A. or somebody and , 

and June, the General, hiw wife, Eugene the clerk and 

so b a ck to J. H. I couldn t penetrate the other table 
madej°f of offspring. After the blessing, Joe suggested we 
stand for a moment in silent tribute to his mama and then he mad , 
a couple of very kind remarks about J. H., whereupon 
both seemed todisolve in tears arid everybody began joking and ' 
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I believe today's out-going mail 
was ahead of aohedule, hence a possible delay in 
yesterday's memo 
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Wednesday , December 88th, 2950* 
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1 so dinner began and ran along quite smoothly, 
after which we all got out pictures "struck in 
a fan Hy droop", and that was that. 

I returned to Yucca and shortly a fterward, 
the eneral came over to chat a little and say goodbye as 
it was getting close to 8 when they wanted to depart,. 

He said he thought J. H. didn't look wel and that 
% Dan didn't. He hoped Sister wouldn t come down this 
way for prolonged visits vince it obvi.ously 
• told hehvily on J. H. After everyone had pulled out, 

Joe came over to denounce the Wenks generally and 

Sister in partiular and I suppose he ux 11 be back again on the 

morrow for some more of the same' exercise of his 

vocal department. 

.. . icon; • 1 ■ ■ ' ■ •,, 

Carmen caiied, me early this morning to read 
me' a letter*from her brother, Payne Brtazeale, who is 
a BatonUouge attorney. He said that never 
since the early days of Huey P. Long has there been 
anything to compare with the chicanery going on 
■v in the Legislature and ended up by saying 
that to fatten their own pockets, the Legish tors were 
simply using the color element in the Hew 
t ! Orleans school and that it was a crime • 

All the racket currently going on is to engineer another 
increase in ad es taxes which wbul boost the Hew rleans 
rate to the highest in the nation. The reaeon given 
for the tax whichoover nor Davis is trying to engineer is 
to provide money for private schools ibhich has already been 
declared unconstitutionali I believe. 'A he real point, 

. however, is to squeeze another 84 million dollars out of 
the tax payers so the 1 politicians fan sop up some 
more gravey. Today's r a dio announced, for example, 
that the wife of a Hatdhitoches representative, had 
just cashed a State check, revealing that 
this woman, an exceedingly plain housewife, was 
appointed a while back to be "inspector of 
building contracts", as fradulent a 

piece of nepotism as one could imagine, and so it is 
throughout the whole legislative set up, it is said. 

Well, so things turn and sodo 1 relish the sound 

ifii°. Ii^d^Sai^ufaitStion 
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Memorandum j 

An all day drizzle, scheduled to continue 
through tonight, with no temperature variations around 
the upper 40's. 

. A ; *oo4 a bnc»*l \ sitQ 

I. S.Willard announced tonight that she 
will be at the Winsow Hotel in HewYork for about a 
week between January 15 and 88nd. I thought she 
said the Winslow is on the northeast corner of Madison at 
5 8th Street., suggesting that might be familiar ground , 

. She has heard the name of little Miss Lee so often from 
t both sides of the local fence that she will not be 
. surprised if she should hear from you and she will not 
be surprise 4 if fae does not for I immediately lied and 
said I 1 oasn t sure if you were to be in town in mid January, so a 
way things turn will be 0. K. As she is the essence 
of discretion, she wiH make no telephone calls a nd whether 
circumstances impell little Miss Lee to take on another tourist 
even as I am sometimes given a chance to nod positively 
or negatively, so little Miss Lee may do so without 
anyone everbeing the wi ser • She did say something about 
trying a show iqhile ^in town but I imagine she will 
be pretty well engaged in pursuit of literary and 
artistic points.that will consume most of her time. 

: • 1 t i 1 I i . 

t The J. H. and J. M. Henrys traveled to tom tonight 

to have barbecue at Pat and Juanita B.'s home. 

A cousin of I. S. *illard, Camille MoCain, nee Deblieux, 
died at the hospital of a heart trouble, about T, 
an<$ I. S. W. asked if I thought she should notify 
Celeste.* I told her Celeste was at Pat's for supper 
and that under the circumstances, I thought it wo uld 
be better to let that party rock along, leaving 
the news until tomorrow morning. 1.3. W. agreed 
. such a course might be better all around. : 
bi'.o busho to nnulco o 0 cl Tdguo 

After all, Camille's fanily are legend in number 
<. as are her friends and in view of the excitement that would 
fa injected into the party at which J. H. was present, it 
seemed to me .so much wiser to let the evening rock along 
as peacefully as possible. 
n *«\a .0 1 , 1194 . Bihs su hin^ os 9u«*t«oo o'* 

. llQVJ ' liO . U* 8 ’ ,0 tP" 1MIS0 

6TU \J9h* , :>JL 9 * 98 J. ® 1 \ 

0 1 \ uc ‘ bltil \ . nr. me'., eurit snail iw 

_ 1 (tuh-ji a. ;ax> eu-oio". 1 
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Thursday , December 29th. 19 50 


One night this week I heard a book mentioned on 
the air and although I learned nothing about it, except 
the title, that was enough to quicken my curiosity, — 
"American,Painters in Paris"* I know not if the author was 
speaking of a book already for the press or merely a 
manuscript on which he is wording, —and I don't recall 
the mn'8 name although it sounded a bit French, I 
thought 1 would mention the matter, however, thinking 
maybe you had heard or read something about it. On 
the strength of the title, mentioned it in my 
Cane^iver Uemo for next week but merely mentioned it, 

■ ■: • .. 8 . . si iiu.- tm i- ■ \j-- 

I a» wondering, speaking of columns, if anyone will 
make anything f out of the one that will appear in tomorrow's 
Paper, I can t even remember the title of the thing but 
there is some mention in it of Ana and the overseers, 

When I sat down .to knock the thing off, I had 
in mind using the word. Ana, for the state of Louisiana, 
and the overseers being the politicians who are 
currently running the show. To capture the attention 
of the local readers, I started off with a reference to 
a family, notable for.the number of children, being, in 
. reality the Hertsogs of a generation back, but 
? somehow the piece didn't pan.out as I had anticipated 
t and I believe there was some question in the editor's 

mind if the thing made aiy sense at all, and it 
probakLy didn't, especially in view of a couple 
of prolonged interruptions while 1 was trying to 
knoqk the darned thing off, a circumstances that 
qlwqys .leaves me with doubts as to how the 
structure appears when read straight through, I 
recti, ly ought to do a column or two ahead and thus 
be able to run thrdugh one before sending it off but 
somehow that never seems to work out and so, if 
tqno^row'e effort seems poorer than usual, I 
shall not be at all surprised, v 

. S'. v 80 • 60 

We continue to marvel at t his bend of the river that no 
swarms of birds have thus far descended upon us. Some 


tonight, the night s new3 speaks of more snow in 
Lyme. Mi sere . 

,a* r.‘ i ■ c V .- -'i'o 

T o ■ / S° und lota °f excuses for staying indoors and I suppose 
I did get some desk work done but I'm not 
much impressed by the amount accomplished. 

Carmen called me this morning to tell meCamille McCane 
had died last night about 7. I didn't tell her 
I knew it a little after seven. She said she and her sister had 
gone down to Oakland where Lucille was giving a birthday 
party for Alphonse and that news of Camille's death 
had cast a pall over the festivities, what with 
c amille having been born a Leblieux and the Deblieux and Prudhom 
families being much related by marriage. 

. i. • 

Over the coffee oups this morning. Celeste asked me 
if J- had heard of Camille's death. I responded affirmatively. 
&he a sked when I had heard. I lied and said I had just 
heard it fromCarmen, —true, in a way, but not entirely. 


middle of the night to tell me about the death of 

— II + mJl a P ~ -4- - V i J U. ill , . . 


about whose fate everybody in {the house could just as 
well receive after a night's sleep rather than before 
one got a oat nap. uo' 

i i*v<*»oU9\ 

, The weather continuing in. the 40's, not to mention 
the protracted d Tissue, plantation folks are evidently 
concentrating on household ohores and at least 
some of them appear to be having fun. Once yesterday, , 


again today, first one friend and then another 

r . ' " *“ 
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Friday, Deo ember 30th, 19 50 


Memorand urn: 

A thin veil of clouds almost but not quite let 
the sun through today, It will rain tomorrow, it is 
said, and the temperature, in the 40's, will probably sag a little, 

* T; c . •* . Lx. «>o\. 01 ”.i. 

lhe J, M, Henrys deoided to leave for Conroe this morning and si 
will undoubtedly not take off before tomorrow afternoon, one 
thing is certain, they are still here tonight personally, 

I like having them a bout and wish they might remain another 
week, John "enk is also here but probably will be going 
back to L, S, U, within a day or two • 

I \ - # » • 

Mr, Walker called me today to report one reaction to 
yesterday's column, "Ana and the White Monkey", He said 
a subscriber, a woman, came in the office this morning, sputtering 
that she had read the artiole through, making no sense out 
of it whatsoever and therefore had re-read it and then 
had rushed right over to the offioe to get a do sen extra copies 
3he wanted to send to various people m It is assumed 
certain members of the Legislature are reading it, too, —assuming 
they car read, aud if they oau.understand-any of it, will 
not.be.liking.it, they will have less difficulty comprehending 
the meaning of next week's effort and will like that one 
even less, I reckon, . 


butchered a hog, came to bring me results of their handiwork, 

one gift being of some mighty-fine smelling head cheese , 

the other a whole paper sackful of cracklin's,, For 

aJiyone vaguely dreaming about a n effort at reducing, 

the fat constituting the sole ingredient of 

cacklin's isn't probably the best fare to indulge in 

with determination but samples are always nice to share with 

onei's friends and *randpa adores whatever leavings come 

his wiyaan't remember if 1 mentioned the four railroad posters 

I, S, Willard sent me as a surprise Christmas present, About 

a month ago, I mentioned to her something about one 

somebne had described to me as depicting theOallerie des Glaces 

which had been published two or three years ago, By 

an unexpected dab of legerdemain, I, S, Willard produced 

not oi\ly the Versaille poster but another of Sainte Chapplle, 

one of Place endome and one of Florence, I 

understand she had collected various posters from time to time oi 

the years and I belieue had them filed away 

in her Baton^ouge offioe a*»d that these presented to me 

must have come from tho4r collection, L am delighted 

to unroll them and gase at them occasionally and I suppose 

I shall end up by installing them in the big old storage barn 

at the far end of the gourd garden where there is a 

gallery to the building, not unlike the Yucca gallery, 

I have been thinking so much a bout your splendid aooount 
of "Tenderloin", "Camelot" and "Becket". You 
mentioned nenry 2nd and that reminded me that it was 
Eleanors of Aquataine who first married Louis 7th and 
following their divorce, she married Henry 2nd, If 
memory services, they lived in the 2100's• In 
the 1200's came Louis 9th, St, Louis,pretty much 
dominated all his life by his mother, Blanche of C a a * tills, who, 
amon^g other things, according to Henry Adams, got herself 


I was glad to learn that Robina probably had a fine 
Christmas but I gather shew as equaly happy when bak again 
at home,I can.imagine a household built around teen-agers 
might be quite lively at any time but especially 
so at Christmas time aud ^1 shall readily understand 
if Robina should decide next year to make 
her trip to Winfield on flew Years instead of Christmas, 
for while there might be just as muoh confusion, my guess 
is that it wouldn't be quite so concentrated, I 
suppose the opportunity to join with a maximum number 
of members of the family was one of the impelling forces 
that oalled for the Christmas visit and that I can quite 
readily understand so far as Robina is concerned but 
in so many oases I .have known, it is more habit or custom 

bl::c.v& »nl £•*! u •' 
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that bestirs indijiduals to enter into the sanctum of the 
family circle at Christmas time and often they would do 
bettertoleave. the various elements making up 
the family to join congenial friends rather than to attempt 
putting square pegs in round holes as so often seems to be 
the case in such reunions • 

- 1 

Two calls intervene between this paragraph and the 
above and each had something about the relationship 
of Time to I. 3 . % g illard. 'J-he first one.was from Ann, telling of 
3ome party to which I. S. Willard, of whom Ann is very fond, was 
three and a half hours late in attending. I.believe a dinner 
was involved or some such. And then I. 3.'*illard called 
and remarked she was weary of well doing, as she seems to be quite 
busy. Knowing„her to have been an a direr of Camille McCakin, 
and that she had gone to the Bosary the night before, I casually 
asked her if she had attended the funeral this morning and she 
somewhat confusedly said j 


% ( !. . f.*i 0.s.I S' i It '< 

n Uh.....err .. .aaaahhhhhh... well, what I mean 

is that in a way I really did....err.....uh......... that is, 

I really did go although the service was over when I reaohed the 
church.,...," 


In short, I. S, Willard is a sight. 

■ i S G . - • >• ’’ •’ 

Sometime be tween now and dawning, I must qook up 
something by way of a birthday present for Aunt illie whose 
natal day is on the 4th and, toreaoh her in tim'd, the greeting 
must go forward on the morrow. 

^She forgot my birthday last Spring but there 
were soi^ pretty handkerohiefs this Christmas. 

Bb-. — . ■>. ... no ctA v.i 11 " y, ‘.o a ••■Uits 

One thing I am going to resolve for the Jjew Tear 
is to find out something from the Weather Bureau. Tonight 
Shreveport announced t1{ was raining and the humidity 
stood at 89. In a rain, I should think 
I would feel the humidity was at 100.Thus endeth 1850 
so far as the memo is concerned although one more day remains 
on the oalendar .. 
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